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Refugees

The OCHA Regional Office for Central and Eastern Africa (OCHA ROCEA) has, with effect from 
January 2010, been restructured into the Sub-Regional Office for Eastern Africa (SROEA), 
and will provide geographic coverage to 10 instead of the previous 18 countries. SROEA 
will therefore continue to cover Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Djibouti,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, Tanzania and Uganda.

As at March 2010, there were over 1.2 million refugees in the 10 countries 
in the region. Kenya (379,208), Tanzania (271,746), DRC (185,809), Ethiopia 
(135,990) and Uganda (135,474) host the largest number of refugees. 
A farming ban imposed on Rwandan refugees in southwestern Uganda 
in March 2010 has raised concerns for their food security as the refugees 
lack an alternative means of livelihood. 

Drought & Floods
In Kenya, heavy rains at the onset of the long rain season in March 2010 caused 
flooding, temporarily displacing more than 11, 000 people and caused 16 deaths. 
Affected regions include North-eastern Kenya, Rift Valley district, Western and Coastal
provinces. On 19 April 2010 heavy rains triggered a landslide in Nyakach District. Flood 
alerts were issued for Taita Taveta and Tana Delta districts. Rainfall also continued to be 
heavy over central, south-west, northern and coastal Tanzania, with more than 50,000 
people affected and upto 28,000 displaced in Morogoro and Dodoma regions in 
mid-January 2010.  Heavy flooding in Eastern and Western Uganda in March 2010 
displaced more than 48,000 people, while subsequent landslides killed 94 people in 
the region. In Ethiopia, the Belg rainfall has been moderate to heavy over eastern and 
parts of central Ethiopia, while gradually decreasing towards the northeast. Light 
precipitation in March has led to dryness for some local areas in the Afar, Wello, and 
Tigray regions in the north. More than 96,600 people were affected by flooding along 
Congo river and Bukama territory in Katanga Province in DRC in March. Persistent 
drought in Djibouti has resulted in a serious compromise of livelihoods and assets. 
FEWSNET predicts a general decrease in rainfall over East Africa, with some chances of 
moderate rainfall to continue in parts of Kenya. access to affected villages remains a 
challenge as key transport roads and major access bridges have been washed away

IDPs
As at March 2010, there were over 4.3 million internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) in the 7 out of 10 countries in the Eastern Africa region. Countries with
the largest IDP populations are DRC (1.87 million) and Somalia (1.4 million).  
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Funding Update
Four countries (Kenya, Somalia, Uganda and DRC) in the SROEA region prepared consolidated appeals (CAPs) to 
fund humanitarian action in 2010. On average 37% of total requirements of $2.226 billion had been committed 
as at April 2010 . Generally the food sector has the highest funding coverage of between 37% and 69%. 

Conflict
Internal conflicts in Somalia and Eastern DRC escalated, resulting in multiple deaths, 
injuries and more than 150,000 people internally displaced in the two countries during 
the first quarter of 2010. Humanitarian access for both aid workers and affected 
populations is constrained by incidences of insecurity and poor infrastructure in 
affected areas. Political relations remain strained between Ethiopia and Eritrea, and 
Eritrea and Djibouti over disputed ownership of shared borders in Badme and 
Ras Doumeira, respectively.

Disclaimer:
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on all maps do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.   

 

Food Security

The food security situation in the region remains unchanged despite the recent rains. 
Approximately 12 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance. Affected 
populations include: Ethiopia (5.23 million), Somalia (3.2 million), Northern Uganda 
(1.1 million), Djibouti (120,000) and, Kenya (1.6 million -a notable reduction by half 
since 2009). Out of this, more than 8.3 million require urgent food assistance. A joint 
mission in northern Burundi in mid-February estimated that about 179,000 people 
are in humanitarian emergency while another 75,000 were in acute food and liveli-
hood crisis.  In DRC, WFP is distributing food aid to 44,300 IDPs in South Ubangi, 
Equateur Province and 21,200 IDPs in Ituri district and to 24,100 returnees in Djugu 
Territory. Key triggers for the food insecurity situation include repeated dry spells, 
delayed rains, lack of seeds and cuts, high population density, soil degradation, 
conflict and insecurity, flooding, and unpredicatble food prices. Malnutrition rates in

 

Disease and Epidemics
Cases of Cholera and Acute Watery Diarrhea are a major concern especially in Kenya, Somalia, Ethiopia and DRC, which have cumulatively 
reported more than 3,200 cases and over 25 deaths between January and April 2010.  A Measles outbreak has been reported in Tanzania and Ethiopia. 
Measles vaccinations are on-going in Burundi. Transmission of the H1N1 pandemic influenza continues in the region, with over 2,100 laboratory 
confirmed cases reported as at March 2010, an increase of 1,546 cases since October 2010. Most affected by the H1N1 pandemic are Tanzania (770), 
Rwanda (482), Uganda (263) and DRC (222).  

most countries are beyond 
the emergency thresholds 
with Djibouti recording a 
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Sources of data and map:
 FAO, IPC country teams, FEWS NET , OCHA, Reliefweb, UNHCR, WHO, GAUL, UNCS dorsemementt oror acaccceptaeptance by the United Nations.  
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  IPC map updates:
- 2010 projections through June: 
  Somalia, Burundi, CAR, DRC, Kenya, 
  S. Sudan, N. Sudan (through Mar 2010). 
- FEWS NET: Ethiopia/Djibouti, Chad
- 2009 (projections through December): 
  Tanzania
- Uganda (To be updated)


