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HIGHLIGHTS:   

• GUATEMALA: Some 685 people affected by rains in Izabal. 

• BOLIVIA: Forest fires have destroyed 900 thousand hectares in Santa Cruz. 

• HAITI: 1,500 families moved to new semi-permanent housing 

• HONDURAS: Some 350 thousand suffer from chronic malnutrition. 
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HEAVY RAINS AND FLOODS 

GUATEMALA: At least 685 people in four 

communities in the Department of Izabal 

(northeast) were affected by floods. Some 120 

houses were reported damaged. Local 

authorities remain the Yellow alert (warning) for 

the 2011 raining season. 

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Risk Reduction 

(CONRED) 

 

WILDFIRE 

BOLIVIA: Departmental authorities declared an 

orange alert in three municipalities and a red 

alert in one municipality in Beni, due to 

proliferation of heated seats and wildfires. The 

authority for Control and monitoring of Forest 

and Lands reported 18,343 heated seats in the 

country, most of them in the department of 

Santa Cruz, where the fire has already 

consumed 900,000 hectares, mainly forest 

reserves. Last week, the department of Santa 

Cruz declared a red alert due to environmental 

pollution. The heated seats reported in 2010 are 

still below the numbers registered for the same 

period in 2010, when it reached to 60,000 heat 

seats throughout the country. Dry season and 

high winds are key elements to turn heat seats 

into forest fires. 

Source: Government of Bolivia. 

 
The National Meteorology and Hydrology Service has located 
more than 18,000 heated seats, which threaten to expand if 
no rains fall soon. The Department of Santa Cruz is the most 
affected region. CD © 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: Since August, some 

2,620 hectares have been consumed by wildfire 

in 56 municipalities of 9 departments and the 

Capital District. Species affected are among the 

native forest, the replanted forest and 

grasslands, including the one used for livestock. 

In 2011, wildfires have consumed about 23,000 

hectares of forest and crops in the country.  

Source: Government of Dominican Republic.  

 

mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org


Weekly Note on Emergencies 

 2 

EARTHQUAKE 

GUATEMALA: On 19 September, two 

earthquakes of 4,8 and 5,8 magnitude (Richter 

scale) shook the Southeast area of Guatemala.  

The epicenter was in the Santa Rosa 

Department, 61 kms from Guatemala City.  

Preliminary reports mention damages to some 

structures.  The volunteer Fire department of 

Guatemala reported at least three deaths and 

400 evacuated in Cuilapa.  Authorities have 

suspended classes in Santa Ana as a prevention 

measure.  Many buildings were evacuated in the 

capital.  The road main road to El Salvador was 

blocked by a landslide. 

Sources:  CONRED, Volunteer Fire Fighters, Emisoras 

Unidas, USGS 

 

HAITI: Some 1,500 people affected by the 

January 2010 earthquake in the city of Jacmel, 

South of Haiti, have moved to 335 semi-

permanent houses. The houses have metal roofs 

and solid walls, two bedrooms and a living room, 

as well as small garden which inhabitants used 

to plant fruit trees. The lands were provided by 

the City Council in August 2010. The World 

Organization for migration and Haitian 

authorities are the developers of this project.   

Source: United Nations Organization. 

 

FOOD INSECURITY 

HONDURAS: More than 350,000 children under 

five years old in Honduras suffer from chronic 

malnutrition, while almost 25 per cent of infants 

lack adequate nutrition (1). The most affected 

regions are in the South departments, Choluteca 

and Valle, where 32 percent of its population 

suffers from malnutrition (2). According to the 

United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organization Honduras is listed as one of high 

risk countries of famine.  

Source: (1) Casa Alianza (2) World Food Programme. 

 


