
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Humanitarian demining 

requires enormous efforts. 

Landmines represent an 

obstacle for peacebuilding 

and development at the local 

level. 

 Despite a reduction in armed 

actions, humanitarian needs 

in Catatumbo are being 

transformed. 

 Stories from the field: The 

chance of changing the 

future, in La Guajira. 

FIGURES 

No. of IDPs in 
mass events 
Apr. 2015 
(OCHA) 

1,079 

No. of people 
affected by 
access and 
mobility 
constraints. Apr. 
2015 (OCHA) 

124,300 

No. of people 
affected by 
disasters. Apr. 
2015 (UNGRD) 

20,507 

FUNDING 

US$38,319,028 
2015 humanitarian funding 
being implemented as of 15 
May 2015 (OCHA 4W) 

 
 

Humanitarian Demining: a contribution to 
peacebuilding 
This article is a joint contribution of UNMAS and OCHA 

The commemoration of International Day of Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine 
Action was held in Colombia on 4 April with anticipation. This was due to the 
announcement on March 7 by the government and FARC-EP guerrillas that they would 
carry out joint humanitarian demining initiatives in Colombia. According to the joint 
communiqué issued by the negotiators from Havana, this initiative is “Within the 
framework of de-escalation, seeking to move forward in building trust and in order to 
contribute to create security conditions for the inhabitants of risk zones due to the 
presence of land mines, improvised explosive devices, unexploded ordnance and 
explosive remnants of war, and in order to provide non-repetition guarantees to the 
communities”.  

However, on 4 April there was also frustration and sadness due to the persistence of this 
problem which is the consequence of the use of explosive devices over decades of the 
conflict. These devices endanger the lives, integrity and subsistence of civilians and 
communities at risk, and they restrict their movement and access to services and 
assistance, sometimes resulting in confinement. 

Challenges of humanitarian demining in Colombia 

According to official data, in a little more than 
eight years of humanitarian demining in 
communities where it has been carried out, it 
was possible to clear an area of 2 km

2
, 

equivalent to the size of the La Candelaria 
neighbourhood in Bogotá, destroying 1,491 
devices in 17 municipalities in 8 departments 
(see Map 1). According to the 2014 Landmine 
Monitor country report, while the full 
dimensions of contamination by these devices 
are unknown in Colombia, 30 of 32 
departments could be affected by some level 
of antipersonnel mine risk.  

In this sense, it is important to strengthen 
national humanitarian demining capacity, and especially to carry out non-technical studies 
to determine the true scope of contamination, as well as to strengthen accident-
prevention capacity and protect people.  

Over the last several years there has been a slight reduction in the number of victims of 
antipersonnel mines (APM) and unexploded ordnance (UXO). However, during the peace 
talks (between November 2012 and March 2015), according to official figures there were 
789 new APM-UXO victims in 131 municipalities and 23 departments. This means that 

 

Photocredit: Jean-Guy Lavoie, UNMAS Colombia. 
Humanitarian demining activities carried out by the NGO 
The Halo Trust. Colombia, 2014. 
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each month another 27 Colombians become victims of these devices, nearly one every 
day (see Illustration 1).  

Illustration 1: No. of APM-UXO victims / Department (Nov. 2012 – Mar. 2015) 

 
Source: DAICMA, April 2015. 

For these reasons, although the humanitarian demining efforts to date have been 
important and have allowed entire communities to rebuild their lives, this problem will not 
be resolved in the short term. It will pose a challenge requiring enormous efforts by the 
State, local communities and international cooperation, since landmines and other 
explosive devices represent an obstacle for peacebuilding and development at the local 
level. There are still mines and other devices remaining in these territories, making it 
difficult for internally displaced people to return to their homes. These devices also 
hamper or impede social and economic development initiatives that are so important to 
the communities most affected by the conflict. 

Map 1: Cleared area by humanitarian demining in communities / No. of 
APM-UXO victims (2007 – Mar. 2015) 
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Pilot initiatives will start in Antioquia and Meta 

Within this context, the agreement between the Government and FARC-EP creates hope 
to bring humanitarian demining to some of the areas most affected by contamination of 
explosive remnants of war. The pilot plan for decontamination of Antipersonnel mines, 
unexploded ordnance, improvised explosive devices, will take place in three yet-to-be-
defined areas in Antioquia and Meta departments, where 27 per cent of all victims 
registered since the initiation of peace talks in Havana have lived (see Map 2). 
Decontamination initiatives carried out in these zones must be accompanied by mine-risk 
education projects, projects to attend to and rehabilitate victims, and livelihood recovery 
efforts so that affected communities can encounter sustainable solutions. The 
international humanitarian community’s experience and expertise in these types of 
integral interventions is a value-added that should be used in the effort. At the same time, 
the pilot project in these two departments should open the way for humanitarian demining 
efforts of larger scope in areas where the conflict has been concentrated over the past 
several years.  

Given the impact of contamination due to explosive devices in Colombia, a peace accord 
will contribute to an end to the indiscriminate use of these devices, which has long-term 
impacts, putting entire generations at risk. 

Map 2: Cleared area by humanitarian demining in communities / No. of APM-UXO victims  
(2007 – Mar. 2015) 

Antioquia Meta 

  
Source: DAICMA, April 2015. 

Catatumbo: Violence persists despite unilateral 
ceasefire 
In the Catatumbo region of Norte de Santander department, close to the Venezuelan 
border, a combination of geostrategic, climatic, sociocultural and economic factors have 
led to a strong presence of non-state armed groups, such as FARC-EP, ELN and EPL 
guerrillas, and post-demobilization armed groups (PDAGs). 

As a result, the region has become an epicenter of military and political efforts by the 
State to recuperate and consolidate territorial control. This has led to widespread 
militarization in which non-state armed groups co-exist in a complex equilibrium, thanks to 
a distribution of roles and a repartition of benefits associated with control over illicit 
economies in the area. 
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Persistent humanitarian consequences 

FARC-EP is not the sole non-state armed group in this region (see Illustration 2). 
Therefore, while armed actions were reduced overall, many communities in Catatumbo 
continue to suffer from the impact of constant war. 

So far in 2015, more than 500 people were forcibly 
displaced in mass events caused by combat involving 
ELN and EPL guerrillas and the Army. Nearly 24,000 
people have suffered movement limitations and 
restricted access to goods and services due to the 
armed conflict. The majority of these people have 
suffered limitations on access to potable water due to 
frequent attacks on oil pipelines and infrastructure. Six 
people were kidnapped and eight injured in combat in 
Catatumbo, according to Monitor reports. There is no 
data available, but humanitarian actors have 
expressed strong concerns regarding the persistence 
of the recruitment and use of children and 
adolescents in the conflict (see Map 3). 

In Catatumbo, the violence is continuous but subtle 
and difficult to monitor (e.g., movement and access 
restrictions). It is only visible when the equilibrium of 
territorial control is under threat. Local communities live with the fear of suffering 
consequences if they should violate rules imposed by the armed groups present. 

The greatest challenge for the humanitarian community is to adapt its information 
management, analytical tools and response mechanisms to face new needs that are not 
disappearing but are being transformed. 

Map 3: Humanitarian impact summary - Catatumbo region (Norte de Santander). Jan.-Apr.2015 

 
Source: OCHA-Monitor 
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Source: OCHA-Monitor. 
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Stories from the field 

Tomás Uriana, the chance of changing the future 

By UNICEF, supported by the Food, Security and 
Nutrition Cluster. 

It is 9 a.m. in the Wayuu indigenous community of 
Joishimana, which comprises eight extended 
families in La Guajira Department. The area is 
suffering from a two-year drought. But these 
conditions are not an obstacle for Angel and María, 
Tomás’s parents, as they prepare to serve the 
second therapeutic meal of the day to their 9-
month-old son, who is severely malnourished. “The 
parents’ commitment to the recovery of the child is 
impressive”, says Annelys, the nutritionist from the 
extramural health team (one doctor, two nurse assistants, one nutritionist, one social worker) that 
provides assistance to the municipalities’ widely dispersed population. UNICEF trained Annelys and 
her colleagues to provide community-based nutritional support to children with acute malnutrition. In 
one day, this team might reach an average of 10 families (seven people per family) due to the high 
dispersion and distance between communities. 

The parents’ commitment is strong: just two weeks ago, Tomás, the youngest of 13 children, was 
fighting for his life in the departmental capital, Riohacha, in the intensive care unit. Due to 
complications resulting from severe malnutrition in addition to a respiratory infection, his parents 
took him to the hospital. It costs the family US$8 or more (almost a day’s worth of paid work) to 
reach the nearest town hospital depending on the transport available, which in these areas 
sometimes is only a motorcycle.  

Tomas survived the infection with the assistance of the pediatrician 
who, with UNICEF, was able to start the severe malnutrition 
treatment in time. Tomás is now recovering at home, surrounded 
by his family and assisted by the team from Manaure Hospital, 
who visits him weekly. When the treatment began, Tomas weighed 
3.9 kgs. He now weighs 5.8 kgs. 

Tomás’ recovery at home is satisfactory. His father   talks about 
the “food from the little bag”, which is what he calls the ready-to-
use therapeutic food provided by UNICEF. He and his wife 
acknowledge that they made the correct decision by seeking help 
from the hospital in order to treat the child. Now all they want is to 
guarantee the best possible care and future for their son. 

Many communities in this drought-stricken area are widely 
dispersed with limited access to health, water, basic services and 
livelihood opportunities. In Colombia, the prevalence of acute 
malnutrition for children under age 5 is 0.9 per cent. The 
prevalence of chronic malnutrition is 13.2 per cent and anemia 
27.5 per cent

1
. However, for children of the same age group in 

rural areas of the Guajira department, acute malnutrition prevalence is 3.2 per cent and chronic 
malnutrition is at 59 per cent.

2
 The infant mortality rate is 18.5 in children under age 1,

3
 while the 

national rate is 12.1. The mortality associated to malnutrition registered between 2008 and 2013 
was 375 cases.

4
 

Tomás is one of many Wayuu children (of 155 who have been treated by this method) from the 
rural desert area of La Guajira who now have access to medical and nutritional attention at home. 
This is thanks to the programme carried out by the Secretaría de Salud (Health Secretariat of the 
Department) in La Guajira, with support from UNICEF. 

 

Photo credit: UNICEF/G. Mejia. 
Tomás Uriana and his parents at home. La Guajira 
(Colombia), 2014.  

 

Photo credit: UNICEF/G. Mejia. 
Tomás Uriana leaving the hospital 
with his father. La Guajira 
(Colombia), 2014.  

                                                      
 
1
 According to the National Nutritional Survey (Encuesta Nacional de la Situación Nutricional, 2010). 

2
 Identificación y Caracterización Nutricional y Socio-familiar de los Municipios de Uribia, Manaure y Maicao del Departamento 

de La Guajira. ICBF, Mayo de 2015. 
3
 DANE, 2015. La tasa de mortalidad infantil a nivel nacional fue de 12.1 por 1000 nacidos vivos en el 2012, que es el dato más 

reciente. Disponible en: http://www.dane.gov.co/index.php/poblacion-y-demografia/nacimientos-y-defunciones 
4
 Departamento Administrativo de Planeación de La Guajira, 2014. 

www.laguajira.gov.co/web/attachments/1731_MORBI%20MORTALIDAD%20INFANTIL%20DPTO%20DE%20LA%20GUAJIRA.
pdf  
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Disasters affect more than 20,000 people 
Flooding, windstorms and landslides 
affected more than 20,000 people in April. 
The rainy season in departments in 
southern and western Colombia had a 
particularly strong impact in the Amazonas 
department near the Peruvian and Brazilian 
border (see Map 4). In this remote area, 
where information access is limited, the 
authorities reported more than 4,000 people 
affected by flooding along the Amazonas 
river, with six schools suffering damage and 
the sewage system of the departmental 
capital of Leticia in a state of collapse. The 
population affected is significant, 
considering that this is one of the country’s 
least densely populated areas (0.68 
inhabitants per km

2
). The floods also had a 

major impact on nearby Brazilian Amazonia 
communities. 

According to reports compiled by OCHA, 
there were reports of erosion on the 
Caribbean coast in several coastal 
communities due to the rising sea level on 
many beaches. This has led to the 
abandonment of many homes at risk of 
collapse. This phenomenon has deteriorated 
in the past several months, yet prevention-
and-response actions are limited. In local 
fishing communities, there are reports of 
high mortality of freshwater fish supplies due 
to low river levels and contamination due to residue accumulation and landslides. This is 
affecting incomes and livelihoods in at least four municipalities of Bolívar and Magdalena. 

Following the confirmation of a low intensity El Niño phenomenon
5
, the authorities raised 

awareness of the vulnerability of the Caribbean coast due to very low rainfall levels, with 
critically low river levels. This situation is likely to affect water access for consumption, 
crops, fishing and in some cases river mobility. 

It is likely that El Niño will extend through the second quarter of 2015 through June, but 
there is a 70 per cent chance that it will continue until August, coinciding with the 
traditional mid-year dry season. 

CERF benefits more than 86,000 people 
In 2014, the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) provided the Humanitarian 
Country Team in Colombia with US$4.5 million to implement humanitarian projects in the 
sectors of Protection, Food Security and Nutrition, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene, Health, 
Shelter and Education in Emergencies. 

The projects financed were implemented through United Nations agencies, together with 
national and international NGOs. Thanks to coordination with State entities at the national 
and local levels, the number of additional beneficiaries for projects expanded by 45 per 
cent to more than 86,000 people. 

Here we report the main results of CERF 2014 projects: annual CERF Colombia report 
for 2014. 

                                                      
 
5
 IDEAM Press release. April 9, 2015. http://institucional.ideam.gov.co/jsp/3348  

Map 4: No. of people affected by disasters 
(Apr. 2015) 

 
Department No. People affected 

Amazonas 4,340 

Valle del Cauca 3,064 

Cauca 2,933 

Cundinamarca 1,703 

Nariño 1,623 

Other 6,844 

Total 20,507 
 

Source: UNGRD 
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http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/article/86422-colombianos-se-beneficiaron-en-2014-con-recursos-del-cerf
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/article/86422-colombianos-se-beneficiaron-en-2014-con-recursos-del-cerf
http://institucional.ideam.gov.co/jsp/3348
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Approval of global guidelines for CBPF (formerly ERF) 

With the approval in February of the new global guidelines for the Emergency Response 
Fund (ERF), this fund is transformed to a Country-based Pooled Fund. 

The new guidelines make several important changes for the fund in Colombia in terms of 
governance, allotment models, finance processing, responsibilities of counterparts in fund 
operations and in capacity-evaluation processes for implementing partners, among other 
changes. 

The transition to the new guidelines will occur between May and September. OCHA will 
carry out training workshops with humanitarian partners across the country. 

In brief 
Cartagena Data Festival: Better data for better tomorrow 

Between 20 and 22 April, a coalition of partners working on data initiatives held the 
Cartagena Data Fest. This event sought to bring together key players in new data 
initiatives from around the world in order to analyse how best to use big data for a variety 
of objectives, particularly synchronizing efforts led by civil society and the UN with 
Government-led initiatives. The main focus was around the new Sustainable 
Development Goals to be monitored in the coming years by Governments around the 
world, but humanitarian data initiatives were also widely discussed. 

OCHA New York and OCHA Colombia organized a side event on 20 April, with Geopoll, 
to present two case studies in the use of data for humanitarian decision-making and 
response, for Ebola response and the case of Colombia. The event provided an important 
opportunity to showcase information management tools launched in Colombia for a wider 
community, explaining how they provide decision makers with tools to identify gaps. It 
also allowed many members of the UN system in Colombia, including UNDP, UNICEF 
and UNFPA, to connect to international leaders in the area of big-data analysis, opening 
the country to potential gains from joint work in this area of innovation. 

OCHA, UNWOMEN and UNFPA sign a Plan of Action to integrate a gender-
based perspective in contexts for humanitarian response 

On 23 February, representatives in 
Colombia from OCHA, UNWOMEN and 
UNFPA signed a Joint Plan of Action to 
integrate a gender-based focus for 
humanitarian action, with the presence of 
the Regional Director of UNWOMEN for 
the Americas and the Caribbean, Mrs. 
Luiza Cavalho. This is the first time 
anywhere in the world that the three 
agencies have agreed on a Plan of Action 
to promote the guarantee of women’s 
rights in humanitarian emergencies.  

This accord, ratified on 23 February, has a 
projection as a strategy to strengthen the 
capacities of humanitarian actors in 
Colombia in the area of gender. It will provide for a more effective response to the needs 
of different population groups, particularly women and girls. See more information at: 
http://bit.ly/1JtAvwh  

The Humanitarian Country Team and UARIV Victims’ Unit agree on a 
coordination protocol 

Paula Gaviria, Director of the Victim’s Unit (Unidad para la Atención y Reparación Integral 
a Víctimas - UARIV) and Fabrizio Hochschild, Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in 
Colombia, signed a coordination protocol between the Humanitarian Country Team and 
UARIV. It seeks to strengthen and institutionalize information flows, joint analysis and 

 
Photocredit: UNFPA/Gema Granados. 

OCHA, UNFPA and UNWOMEN representatives signed a 
Joint Plan of Action to strengthen the capacities of 
humanitarian actors in Colombia in the area of gender. Bogotá 
(Colombia). April, 2015. 

http://www.cartagenadatafest2015.org/
http://bit.ly/1JtAvwh
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For more information, please contact OCHA Colombia: salahumanitaria@un.org Tel. +571 6221100  

For media enquiries, please contact Isabel Suárez, Information Officer: suarezlopera@un.org Tel. +571 6221100 Ext. 
1303. 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.salahumanitaria.co | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

All the information reflected in this report has been processed by OCHA from official and secondary sources. Data for mass displacement and protection of civilians has 
been processed by OCHA Colombia through the Integrated Humanitarian Information System. Sources: Unidad para la Atención y Reparación Integral a las Víctimas 
(UARIV); Dirección para la Acción Integral Contra Minas Antipersonal (DAIMCA); Sistema Integrado de Información Humanitaria (SIDIH/Monitor). 

coordinated response mechanisms between the Government and the international 
humanitarian community. OCHA will continue to support and facilitate these efforts. In 
order to expedite the implementation of this protocol in the field, a series of workshops 
and simulation exercises will be held with the participation of Local Humanitarian Teams. 

CERF in Nariño: “The most invaluable 
thing is that we’ve learned” 

By OCHA 

 

Nariño department, in southern Colombia on the 
Ecuadorian border, is one of the departments most 
affected by the country’s armed conflict. It was 
therefore prioritized for project implementation 
through CERF funding in 2014. Awá indigenous 
people and local women’s associations were 
beneficiaries. 

More on this story at: http://bit.ly/1KXT63L  

Avoiding violence with medicinal 
plants 

By Corpomanigua 

 

Corpomanigua tells the story of Orlando, a 
victim of the armed conflict in Caquetá 
department and a beneficiary of an ERF 
project that the NGO implements in 
Cartagena del Chairá. 

More on this story at: http://bit.ly/1RXqsFt  
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