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REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
Preliminary results from vulnerability and food 
security assessments conducted in ten SADC 
countries between May and June were released on 
5 July by the Regional Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (RVAC). The results  point to a marginal 
increase in cereal production from 23.61 million 
tonnes (MT)  2005/06 to 23.69 million tonnes for 
2006/07 harvest. Despite this increase,  the 
regional cereal deficit for the 2007/08 marketing 
year is estimated at 4.35 million tonnes compared 
to 2.18 million tonnes during the 2006/07 
marketing year.   
 

Some governments will meet their national 
shortfalls through commercial imports, government 
aid and subsidies. The international community is 
assisting those governments wo have either 
appealed for or indicated a willingness to accept 
international assistance. Including Swaziland, Lesotho and Zimbabwe. 
 
According to the findings from the Crop Food Supply Assessment Missions, 401,200 
people and 407,000 people are estimated to require food assistance in Lesotho and 
Swaziland. In Zimbabwe, more than two million people are expected to face food 
shortages from July, peaking to more than four million people  during the hunger 
season in the first quarter of 2008. All member states – except Malawi, Angola, 
Mozambique and Tanzania  - experieced a decline in cereal production compared to 
the previous agricultural year. 
 
In addition to the CFSAM,  the regional Vulnerability Assessment Committee (rVAC) 
results from Mozambique reveal that more than 600,000 people are potentially food 
insecure due to the drought conditions in the south and this year’s flood and cyclone 
emergency.   
 
Vulnerable groups will begin struggling to meet their basic food needs early on in the 
consumption year. Although many of the affected areas are structurally grain deficient, 
this year's projected deficits are more severe than normal. National governments may 
not have the capacity to cover the entire import requirements and outside assistance 
may be necessary. Timely support for agricultural inputs, including seeds, fertilizers, 
and credit facilities to revive agricultural production capacity is required for the 
2007/08 cropping season. 
 
These assessments point to the vicious cycle of food insecurity brought on by erratic 
weather, prolonged drought, poverty and the impact of HIV/AIDS in the region. Whilst 
immediate food and agricultural assistance is required to help save lives and help in 
the recovery of livelihoods, it will not significantly change the long-term situation of the 
affected people. Longer-term development and poverty reduction programmes are 
needed to address chronic vulnerabilities and help build communities’ resilience to 
deal with natural disasters. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Zimbabwe: The country’s 

agricultural production is 
estimated at 799, 000 tonnes of 
maize and 126,000 tonnes of 
small grains according to 
preliminary CFSAM results. 
Maize output is estimated to be 
46 percent lower than last year. 
More than 4.1 million people,  
in both urban and rural will 
require food assistance 
amounting to 352,000 tonnes of 
cereals in 2007/08. 
Approximately 400,000 MT of 
maize will be commercially 
imported from Malawi. 

 Lesotho: More than 400,000 

people face food shortages due 
to severe drought conditions, 
according to preliminary 
CFSAM results.   
Approximately 328,000 MT of 
cereals are required to feed the 
country.  The harvest, 
combined with expected 
commercial imports totalling 
219,000 MT and 7,000 MT of 
existing food aid, will leave a 
deficit of 30,000 tonnes of 
cereals. The government 
declared a food security 
emergency in the country and 
appealed for international 
assistance on 10 July.  

 

Swaziland: Preliminary nVAC 

results indicate that the 
country has a food deficit of 
32,677 MT. Consequently, 
some 407,000 people will 
require urgent food assistance. 
Humanitarian partners are 
developing an Appeal for 
immediate food and 
agricultural needs. 
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COUNTRY COVERAGE  

ZIMBABWE:  According to results from the recent Crop and Food Supply Assessment 

Mission (CFSAM), more than 4.1 million people in both rural and urban areas will be in 

need of food assistance in 2007/08.  The most critical areas are in Matabeleland 

(North and South), Masvingo, Manicaland and Midlands, as well as specific areas in the 

Northern provinces. The CFSAM reports that the country’s agricultural production is 

estimated 799,000 MT of maize and 126,000 tonnes of small grains. Maize 

production is estimated to be 46 percent lower than last year. Based on the mission’s 

report, Zimbabwe requires 2,339 MT to meet its national requirements of which 1,928 

MT is for direct human consumption based on a  population of 11.83 million people 

(figure according GOZ/GCO), consuming an average of 163 kilogram per capita for a 

year.  As a result, the country’s cereal import requirement is 1.052 MT, of which maize 

accounts 813,000 tonnes. The CFSAM estimates that total commercial cereal imports 

will amount to 700,000 tonnes, Commercial imports will include 400,000 tonnes 

maize from Malawi. However, an acute shortage of foreign exchange, hyperinflation, 

and high maize prices in the region pose considerable challenges for the importation of 

cereals to fill this shortfall. A deficit of 352,000 tonnes of maize will need to be met by 

food aid. 

 

Water and sanitation is another critical concern. In rural areas, a third of the population 

does not have access to reliable drinking water source. There are currently 17,000 

(24percent) communal water supply facilities which are not functioning. As a result, 

approximately 2.5 million people face a daily shortage of safe drinking water. The 

breakdown of sewage systems has resulted in large volumes of raw sewage being 

discharged into major urban water supply sources, contributing to waterborne 

diseases. UNICEF requires US$ 6,253,000 to address the urgent needs of children in 

the areas of health, education, and protection.  

 

In response to deteriorating health conditions, the World Health Organization (WHO) on 

20 June donated drugs, medical supplies, and equipment worth for the control of AIDS, 

cholera, malaria, and other diseases in Zimbabwe. The donation included vehicles, 

generators, fridges, and water purification tablets, ARVs and other drugs as well as 

emergency health kits. The consignment will be distributed to all provinces where it will 

be kept as emergency stocks. 

 

According to the new 2005-06 Zimbabwe Demographic and Health Survey (ZDHS), one 

in six adults in Zimbabwe (18 percent) has HIV. The ZDHS findings show that the HIV 

epidemic is generalized across all provinces in Zimbabwe, ranging from 15 percent in 

Masvingo to 21 percent in Matabeleland South. The report is available for download at: 
http://www.measuredhs.com/pubs/pub_details.cfm?ID=678. 
 

 As the world marked World Refugee day on 20 June 2007, the Zimbabwe Exiles Forum 

(ZEF) noted the country for producing the highest number of economic migrants. 

According to the ZEF, Botswana alone deported 6,000 Zimbabweans by mid-2006, and 

South Africa deported more than 100,000 last year. Neighboring countries are finding 

it difficult to absorb the swelling number of Zimbabwean economic migrants fleeing the 

economic crisis. 

 

LESOTHO:  The Kingdom of Lesotho on 10 July declared a food security emergency in 

the country and appealed for international assistance. The crisis is precipitated by the 
country’s most severe drought in the last 30 years, which slashed the staple maize 
crop harvest by more than 40 percent. As a result, more than 400,000 people – or a 
fifth of the population – are in need of emergency food aid. 
 
The Government issued the declaration based on a recent Crop Food Supply 
Assessment Mission (CFSAM) report that shows a major food gap.  Approximately 
328,000 tonnes of cereals are required to feed the country.  The harvest, combined 
with expected commercial imports totalling 219,000 MT and 7,000 MT of existing food 
aid, will leave a deficit of 30,000 MT of cereals, according to the Government.  
 

HIGHLIGHTS  

Malawi: The nVAC 

preliminary findings indicate 
that the country is expected to 
be food secure at both the 
national and household level, 
with some pockets of food 
insecurity that affect could 
some 519,000 people. 
Humanitarian partners are 
focusing on social protection to 
address the issue of chronic 
vulnerability. 

Zambia:  The country 

produced an estimated 1.37 
million MT in 2006/07, which 
is four percent lower than last 
year’s harvest of 1.42 million 
MT. However, the country also 
possesses carryover stocks 
from last season’s harvest and 
a grain surplus of about 
250,000 MT.  
 
Angola: Humanitarian partners 

continue to assist households 
affected by the February 
floods. Seed distribution and 
shelter materials were 
distributed to affected 
households.  
 

Comoros: The Regional Office 

for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs for 
Southern Africa (OCHA 
ROSA) will be facilitating a 
contingency planning 
workshop from 23 July to 4 
August 2007. The exercise will 
specifically look at 
preparedness measures in 
response to an eruption of the 
Karthala Volcano. 

 

Madagascar: According to 

preliminary findings of the 
nVAC, 54,000 hectares of rice 
were damaged by cyclone-
induced floods. The country 
will need about 200,000 MT of 
rice. Commercial food imports 
will cover this deficit. 
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The significant drop in cereal production such has increased prices beyond the reach of 
many households. Reduced harvests in South Africa, the main regional supplier, have 
also contributed to the price increases. Field reports indicate that the price of 12.5kg of 
maize meal has nearly doubled since 2006 from US$ 3.50 in March 2006 to US$ 5.40 
in March 2007. More than half the country lives on less than US$2 a day.  
Humanitarian partners are working to develop a broader humanitarian response to 
meet the needs of those affected.  
 
Further results from the government-led VAC will soon be released based on figures 
about the number of people affected and their other needs. 
 

SWAZILAND: Prolonged dry spells and high temperatures destroyed Swaziland’s maize 

crop, resulting in the lowest annual harvest on record. The country will require 32,677 

MT of maize according to preliminary national Vulnerability Assessment Committee 

(nVAC) results. This year’s agricultural production is reported to be the lowest in 15 

years. Part of the country’s deficit will be met by commercial imports.  Despite this, a 

gap of more than 40,000 MT will remain. 

 

Consequently, some 407,000 people of the country’s estimated 1.16 million 

inhabitants will require urgent food assistance according to the preliminary data from 

the Crop Food Supply Assessment Mission (CFSAM). In addition, government reports 

show high levels of vulnerability for children under five and those living with HIV and 

AIDS. Wasting for six to eleven-month old children in some regions is at four percent.  

Cases of wasting have also been reported amongst the 228,000 people living with HIV 

and AIDS. In response to this, the Government declared the drought a disaster on 5 

June 2007, indicating that some US$ 34 million would be needed for food and 

agricultural inputs.  

 

The government has pledged US$12.5 million, which is pending parliamentary 

approval. Consequently, assistance to the amount of US$ 21.5 million has been 

requested to meet the food and nutritional needs of the most vulnerable.   

 

An international humanitarian appeal will be issued shortly. In the interim, WFP plans to 

provide targeted food assistance to 215,000 vulnerable people including orphans and 

vulnerable children, those people living with HIV/AIDS, school-feeding programmes, 

and food-for-work projects.  

 

Additionally, Save the Children is assessing alternative interventions to address the 

food needs. In so doing, from 11 to 30 July 2007, Save the Children will conduct a 

market analysis and feasibility assessment for a cash transfer programme and is also 

seeking assistance from the World Food Programme (WFP) about a Cash and Voucher 

programme. Based on the results from this assessment, Save the Children will develop 

a response that addresses the livelihoods needs of the affected populations. 

  
MALAWI: The national Vulnerability Assessment Committee (nVAC) carried out its 

annual assessment from 13 to 27 May 2007. Preliminary findings indicate that the 
country is expected to be food secure at both the national and household level, with 
some pockets of food insecurity. At present, the overall food security situation is better 
than at the same time last season in all districts. Most households still have food from 
their own production, even in areas that experienced prolonged dry spells in parts of 
Karonga, Nsanje, Mulanje and Machinga or excessive rains in Ntchisi and Mzimba 
districts. 
 
However, there are some isolated areas of food insecurity, which could potentially 
affect some 519,200 people. The UN and its partners are working to address issues of 
chronic vulnerability and social protection. 

 
ZAMBIA: The country produced an estimated 1.37 million MT in 2006/07, which is 

four percent lower than last year’s harvest of 1.42 million MT. Despite this, the country 
possesses carryover stocks from last season’s harvest and a grain surplus of about 
250,000 MT.  
 

HIGHLIGHTS  

 

Mozambique: According to 

preliminary national 
Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (nVAC) results, 
although the country 
experienced a marginal 
increase in cereal production 
from 2.10 million tonnes to 2.15 
million MT, production is 
expected to be below the 
national consumption 
requirement of 2.65 million 
MT. About 600,000 people may 
need humanitarian assistance. 
It is not yet clear whether the 
country will able to cover the 
deficit itself or whether it will 
require external assistance. 
 

Namibia: Recent results for 

nVAC and the Namibia Early 
Warning and Food 
Information Unit (NEWFIU) 
confirm that domestic cereal 
production in 2006/7 is 
estimated at 114,100 tonnes, 
representing a 40 percent 
decrease compared to last year. 
The country’s has a deficit of 
43,200 tonnes. Despite this, the 
NEWFIU reports that the 
country will not require 
emergency food assistance due 
to carryover  stocks from the 
2006 cereal harvest and 
alternate coping measures. 
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Meanwhile, the initial distribution of food aid targeting 17 flood-affected districts, as 
recommended by the government in March 2007, is delayed. Despite adequate in-
country stocks, the Government’s Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU) 
have not had sufficient funds for logistics distribute the food. The UN and its partners 
are developing a response plan to assist the government.  
 
An outbreak of contagious cattle diseases, such as bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP), 
anthrax and haemorrhagic septicaemia (H.S), is feared in the northwestern and 
western Provinces. About 43 cattle have already been confirmed dead from CBPP.  
More than 80,000 households are at risk in the two provinces. The severity of the 
outbreak is attributed to the crowding of cattle on higher grazing land and the 
interruption of cattle movement patterns due to the floods. The Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO)s is seeking funding to the amount of US$643,000 for the 
emergency vaccination of 450,000 cattle to assist the affected households. 
 
In stepping up disaster preparedness and response, the government-led Disaster 
Management Consultative Forum (DMCF) in collaboration with the UN, NGOs and 
donors are developing an Action Plan for Disaster Preparedness based on the lessons 
learned from the 2006/07 floods. The action plan will focus on early warning, risk 
identification, preparedness and emergency response. The team will also examine 
information and knowledge management as well as institutional and legal frameworks 
for disaster risk reduction. 

 

ANGOLA: Humanitarian partners continue to assist households affected by the 

February floods. The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) have started 
distributing seed kits to some 2,300 vulnerable families living in the remote Cazombo 
district in Angola’s eastern Moxico Province. The initiative funded by the U.S. Office of 
Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA), will enable vulnerable flood-affected households to 
produce their own food and reduce the need for food assistance.  
 
More than 10,000 flood-affected people received shelter materials for building their 
homes on higher ground. In the villages of Lunachi and Mupachi, 100 transitional 
shelters were built in cooperation with the local authorities and communities. The 
temporary shelters can be transformed into permanent ones by replacing plastic 
sheeting with corrugated iron sheets. Since 14 June 2007, 16 tonnes of corrugated 
iron sheets were purchased with funding from the Central Emergency Response Fund. 
Clothes and blankets were distributed to the affected households for the winter 
season. 
 
The UN and its partners are also undertaking a Contingency Planning exercise on 9 and 
10 July 2007, to ensure better preparedness measures for natural disasters next year. 

  
COMOROS: The Regional Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian for Southern 

Africa (OCHA ROSA) will be facilitating a contingency planning workshop from 23 July to 
4 August 2007. The exercise will specifically look at preparedness measures in 
response to an eruption of the Karthala Volcano. 
 

MADAGASCAR:  According to preliminary findings of the national Vulnerability 

Assessment Committee (nVAC), 54,000 hectares of rice were damaged by cyclone-
induced floods. The country will need about 200,000 tonnes of rice. Commercial food 
imports will cover this deficit. 

 
The World Food Programme (WFP) conducted Emergency Food Security Assessments 
(EFSA) in 82 villages in the flood-and-cyclone affected areas in the northwest and 
southeast in June. The findings, which, will be released later this month, will help 
determine the magnitude and impact of food insecurity in these areas in order plan an 
appropriate response.  
 
To assess the nutrition status,    three SMART (Standard Monitoring Assessment Relief 
Transition) surveys were conducted by the National Nutrition Office (ONN) and Ministry 
of Health with technical and financial support from UNICEF. Preliminary statistics in 28 
municipalities show that of the 49,898 children screened, approximately 11.6 percent 
and 1.2 percent suffered from moderate and severe malnutrition respectively. 

FEATURE PROJECT: 

Sustainable Farming Sustainable Farming Sustainable Farming Sustainable Farming 
InitiativeInitiativeInitiativeInitiative            

    
Key Hole Gardens Key Hole Gardens Key Hole Gardens Key Hole Gardens 
Improving Food Security Improving Food Security Improving Food Security Improving Food Security     
World Vision and partners have 
introduced an innovative pilot 
project called keyhole gardens to 
explore ways of improving the 
health and livelihoods of people 
through suitable sustainable 
farming and water harvesting 
techniques.  
 
The techniques taught are 
specifically designed to increase 
the fertility and water-holding 
capacities of soil. The introduction 
of manure, combined with 
knowledge on how to compost 
and create double-dug beds and 
keyhole gardens, for instance, has 
led to farmers experiencing up to 
five-fold increases in crop yields.  
 

Keyhole gardens are born: 
The Concept 
 
The building of keyhole gardens 
started as a US funded Food for 
Asset activity that uses food 
resources as an incentive for 
communities to learn and put to 
use new and appropriate 
agronomical practices. 
 
The “Keyhole gardens” name is 
derived from the way it looks. 
Viewed from above, each garden 
looks like a keyhole. It is a 
cylindrical structure made of 
alternating layers of suitable soil 
and kraal manure with some ash 
mixed with the soil. These 
materials are supported by an 
outer layer of stone and have at 
the center, a column of alternating 
layers of manure and ash held 
within a porous basket. The 
bottom of the structure contains 
pieces of aloe/sisal and scrap 
metal collected from around the 
compound. Vegetables usually 
planted are spinach, rape, onion, 
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FEATURE PROJECT  

KEY HOLE GARDENS 
CONT…/ 

 

Reaping Benefits 
 
As the gardens are elevated to 
waist level and have a wedge 
missing to make them easier for 
people, such as the aged and 
infirm find it easier to access. In 
addition, crop damage caused by 
domestic animals are also 
reduced.  
 
All gardens are built with locally 
available material, it is relatively 
easy to construct and highly 
productive and make’s use of 
domestic wastewater for watering 
and the water conservative basket 
method.  
 
The practicality of these gardens is 
its high productivity from a small 
area, making it a suitable asset for 
vegetable production to 
complement the food basket 
distributed to vulnerable groups 
all year round. The keyhole 
garden concept not only provides 
local farmers with training in 
organic farming methods, it also 
enables  poor farmers to make use 
of their land and work their way 
out of poverty. It is easy to 
construct and maintain all year 
round.  
 
The extreme environmental 
situation faced in Lesotho meant 
adapting this model radically. Not 
only was the mountainous 
landscape unsuitable for certain 
livestock, it also became clear that 
to ensure year-long food security 
there was a need to introduce 
water harvesting techniques to 
complement the training 
providing in organic farming 
methods. 
 
With the success of this project, 
WVI aims scale up this project to 
other areas in Lesotho and in other 
countries. 
 
For more information, visit: 

http://www.sahims.net/archive/Brie
fcases/2007/reg_briefcase_078_le
sotho.htm 
 
 

 

Approximately, 6,129 moderate cases and 1,090 severe cases were admitted for 
ambulatory therapeutic and supplementary feeding.   
 
Meanwhile, humanitarian partners continue to assist vulnerable populations in the 
north rebuild their lives through food-for-work activitiess and the distribution of 
agricultural inputs such as seeds, fertilizer and tools to ensure that affected 
households are food secure in the next agricultural season.  

 
MOZAMBIQUE: The floods and cyclones in the northern and central regions, as well as 

the drought in the southern provinces, inhibited overall cereal production.  According to 
preliminary national Vulnerability Assessment Committee (nVAC) results, although the 
country experienced a marginal increase in cereal production from 2.10 million tonnes 
to 2.15 million MT, production is expected to be below the national consumption 
requirement of 2.65 million MT. About 600,000 people may need humanitarian 
assistance. It is not yet clear whether the country will able to cover the deficit itself or 
whether it will require external assistance. 
 
In the drought-affected areas of southern Mozambique, the price of maize and other 
foods is increasing. Poor households are likely to face food shortages in the next two to 
three months. This increase will limit household food access, making it even more 
difficult for the most vulnerable, who purchase most of their food, to cope.  
 
Meanwhile, humanitarian partners continue to support early recovery efforts for the 
flood and cyclone affected areas as well the drought conditions that affected Southern 
Mozambique (Gaza, Maputo and Inhambane districts.    In both drought and flood 
affected areas, the nutrition cluster is  working with the Ministry of Health and the 
World Food Programme (WFP) to implement an integrated approach to screening and 
treating children for malnutrition through the delivery of basic health services at the 
community level. Through UNICEF’s Nutrition Rehabilitation Programme, the capacity of 
community health services is being strengthened to better treat moderate malnutrition 
and provide appropriate referral services for therapeutic feeding in cases of severe 
malnutrition.  
 
The Water and Sanitation (WASH) cluster have recently rehabilitated or built 25 water 
points in Gaza Province, benefiting some 12,500 people. In the flood affected Zambezi 
basin, the cluster is establishing water and sanitation services in close collaboration 
with the Ministry of Public Works. To date, the WASH cluster has built 52 new water 
points out of the 89 planned. Another 84 water points were rehabilitated out of 148 
identified. Plans are also in place to build 8,400 household latrines in the coming 
months 

   
NAMIBIA:  Recent results from the preliminary national Vulnerability Assessment 

Committee (nVAC) and the Namibia Early Warning and Food Information Unit (NEWFIU) 
confirm that domestic cereal production in 2006/7 is estimated at 114,100 tonnes, 
representing a 40 percent decrease compared to last year.  
 
The country’s cereal import requirement is estimated at 132,699 tonnes for this 
marketing year, of which 89,400 tonnes are expected to be imported commercially. 
Consequently, a deficit of 43,200 tonnes remains. The poor harvest is attributed to 
poor rains, prolonged dry spells, high temperatures and the proliferation of pests such 
as red-bellied quelea birds, at critical stages of crop development in Namibia’s 
principal communal crop growing regions of Caprivi, Omusati, Ohangwena, Oshana and 
Oshikoto regions.  
 
Despite the shortfall, the NEWFIU reports that the country will not require emergency 
food assistance due to carryover stocks from the 2006 cereal harvest and alternate 
coping measures, such as, amongst others, casual labour, fishing, and the sale of 
livestock. However, the NEWFIU cautions that the poorest households may quickly 
deplete their household supplies and may require food assistance later in the season. 
Close monitoring of the situation is therefore essential. The NEFWFIU report can be 
accessed at: 
http://www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/040707_Namibia_Croppercent20Asses
sment.pdf 
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LATEST NEWS FROM IASC PARTNERS 

Meanwhile, poor pastures have also affected animal health.  Already, in areas such as 
Kunene, farmers have moved thousands of cattle to other regions in search of grazing 
land. Farmers may resort to selling their livestock at low prices or even culling them, 
which could compromise their coping mechanisms and further threaten food security. 

Understanding how Understanding how Understanding how Understanding how 
HIV/HIV/HIV/HIV/AIDS, Agricultural AIDS, Agricultural AIDS, Agricultural AIDS, Agricultural 
Systems, and Food Systems, and Food Systems, and Food Systems, and Food 
Security are Linked Security are Linked Security are Linked Security are Linked     
 
Both hunger and HIV/AIDS 
receive places of prominence 
within the eight objectives of 
the United Nations 
Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs). Although 
significant progress is being 
made in reducing under-
nourishment globally, the pace 
must be accelerated.  
 
During the 1990s, developing 
countries reduced the number 
of undernourished people by 
only one percent, or 
approximately 9 million 
people.  FAO estimates that in 
2000-2002, about  33 percent of 
the population in sub-Saharan 
Africa remained 
undernourished. Although 
this represents an 
improvement from 36 percent 
a decade prior, it remains far 
from the MDG goals. 
 
 Despite improved access to 
prevention and treatment such 
as antiretroviral medications, 
the number of people living 
with HIV/AIDS continues to 

grow. Indeed, nearly 40 
million individuals are 
currently HIV-positive. In 
2006 alone, 4.3 million people 
were newly infected with HIV.  
 
Food insecurity severely 
affects those living with HIV 
and AIDS, who need a healthy 
diet to be able to derive benefit 
from life-saving antiretrovirals 
(ARVs).Yet, little focus is 
given in official documents 
about the linkages of these 
issue. HIV/AIDS exacerbates 
the struggle to reduce under-
nutrition, due to the 
pandemic's impacts on 
agricultural systems.  
 
This research is particularly 
relevant for the Southern 
Africa region with chronic 
food insecurity and the 
prevalence of HIV/AIDS.  
According to UNAIDS an 
estimated 39.5 million people 
are living with HIV. There 
were 4.3 million new 
infections in 2006 with 2.8 
million (65percent) of these 
occurring in sub-Saharan 
Africa.  
 
Southern Africa remains the 
epicentre of the global HIV 
epidemic with 32percent of 
people living with HIV 

globally live in sub-region, 
accounting for 34percent of 
AIDS deaths globally.  
 
The full report is available at:  
http://www.sahims.net/doclibrary/

Sahims_Documents/180607_PRB

_HIV-

AIDS_agriculture_food_security.

pdf 
 

SlowSlowSlowSlow----onset disasters: onset disasters: onset disasters: onset disasters: 
drought and food and drought and food and drought and food and drought and food and 
livelihoods insecurity livelihoods insecurity livelihoods insecurity livelihoods insecurity ––––    
Learning from previous Learning from previous Learning from previous Learning from previous 
relief and recovery relief and recovery relief and recovery relief and recovery 
responses responses responses responses         
To better prepare decision-

makers, ProVention and 

ALNAP have developed a 

paper on lessons learned from 

previous relief and recovery 

activities in slow-onset-

disasters and drought 

situations. The paper looks in 

particular at programmes 

addressing food and 

livelihood insecurity and is 

based on a review of more 

than 100 evaluations and other 

resource documents. The full 

report is available at the 

following url: 
http://www.proventionconso
rtium.org/themes/default/pd

fs/ALNAP-
ProVention_lessons_on_slow-
onset_disasters.pdf 
 

GeoGeoGeoGeo––––Information to Information to Information to Information to 
Helps Poverty Helps Poverty Helps Poverty Helps Poverty 
Alleviation Alleviation Alleviation Alleviation in Africain Africain Africain Africa        ----        
AfricaGISAfricaGISAfricaGISAfricaGIS    
 Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 

17 - 21 September 2007 

AfricaGIS will host the largest 

event focusing on geographic 

information in Africa. This 

year’s theme is, ‘Geo 

information and the fight 

against poverty in Africa’, to 

be held in Ouagadougou, 

Burkina Faso. The objective of 

AFRICAGIS is to provide a 

platform for both African and 

International professionals 

from the geo-information 

fieldto interact, exchange 

information, and work 

together to improve present 

applications of GIS technology 

and develop more advanced 

techniques suited to the 

African needs.  

 

Further information can be 

accessed by following the link 

www.africagis2007.gov.bf/ 

 
 

 

    
EvenEvenEvenEvent:t:t:t:    Regional InterRegional InterRegional InterRegional Inter----Agency Coordination Support Office Agency Coordination Support Office Agency Coordination Support Office Agency Coordination Support Office     
    RIACSO MeetingRIACSO MeetingRIACSO MeetingRIACSO Meeting    
Date:  12 July 2007 
Venue:  11 Merafe House, Naivasha Road, Sunninghill. 
Contact:  Michelle Thulkanam – thulkanam@un.org  

 
Event: Event: Event: Event:     TrainingTrainingTrainingTraining on the IASC GBV G on the IASC GBV G on the IASC GBV G on the IASC GBV Guideuideuideuidelines and lines and lines and lines and 

HIV/AIDS guidelines HIV/AIDS guidelines HIV/AIDS guidelines HIV/AIDS guidelines     
Date:  Date:  Date:  Date:          24th-26th July    
Venue: Venue: Venue: Venue:         Nairobi, Kenya    

Contact:Contact:Contact:Contact:        Jennifer Miquel at    miquel@unfpa.org        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Event:Event:Event:Event:    UN and PartneUN and PartneUN and PartneUN and Partners Contingency Planning Exercise rs Contingency Planning Exercise rs Contingency Planning Exercise rs Contingency Planning Exercise 

Preparedness Measures for KaPreparedness Measures for KaPreparedness Measures for KaPreparedness Measures for Karrrrthala Volcano thala Volcano thala Volcano thala Volcano –––– Comoros Comoros Comoros Comoros    
Date: 23 July to 4 August 2007 
Venue:  Comoros 
Contact:  Elias Mabaso – mabaso@un.org 

 


