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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Tropical Cyclone Emnati made landfall after midnight on 23 February in 
Mangatsiatra village, Manakara District, impacting multiple areas that were 
hit by Tropical Cyclone Batsirai just 18 days before, as well as 
communities further south. 

• Aerial assessments by the Government and humanitarian partners have 
begun, with some areas—including Midongy du Sud—cut-off by flooding. 

• Relief efforts have resumed, led by the Government’s national disaster 
management agency (BNGRC) to assist cyclone-affected people. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Tropical Cyclone Emnati made landfall around 2 a.m. on 23 February in 
Mangatsiatra village, 10 kilometres south of Manakara town, in Fitovinany 
Region, with wind gusts of between 150 km/h and 200 km/h.  

Emnati passed through areas that were impacted by Tropical Cyclone Batsirai 
just 18 days ago, bringing 109 mm of rainfall to Mananjary alone. The weather 
system then weakened as it crossed land, bringing heavy rain and strong winds 
to the south-east of Madagascar, including the Grand Sud region which has 
been suffering from an extremely severe drought. Given how dry the land is in 
these areas, there are concerns regarding the risk of flash floods. The weather 
system left Madagascar at 9 p.m. on 23 February from Ampanihy district.  

Ahead of the storm, about 45,000 people were preventatively evacuated to 130 shelters sites in 7 regions, mainly in 
Mahanoro, Mananjary, Manakara and Farafangana towns, according to the BNGRC. 

BNGRC and partners have started aerial assessments today, with logistics support from the World Food Programme, 
Medair and the private sector. Although Emnati made landfall as a Category 2 cyclone (while Batsirai was Category 3), 
early reports indicate flooding, damage and destruction in areas the storm passed through, with some communities—
including Midongy du Sud—stranded by floodwaters. Several roads have been cut-off by flooding, fallen trees or 
landslides, particularly in the districts of Ambovombe, Farafangana, Ihosi, Midongy, Vohipeno and Vondrozo.  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS & RESPONSE  

Before Tropical Cyclone Emnati’s arrival, stocks of food and non-food items were pre-positioned in Mananjary and 
Manakara by the Government and humanitarian partners.  

Following the lifting of the Government's red alert in key districts, coordination and rapid response efforts resumed in the 
afternoon of 23 February, led by the BNGRC and with the support of humanitarian partners. Emergency operations 
centres at the national level and in Mananjary and Manakara are coordinating assessment and response planning for the 
response to both Emnati and Batsirai.  

Cash transfers are underway to provide immediate relief, support the repair of houses, implement high-intensity labour 
activities and enable the purchase of agricultural inputs, including by the Government’s Intervention Fund for 
Development (FID) and humanitarian partners, including WFP, CRS, Welthungerhilfe (WHH), Humanity and Inclusion (HI) 
and Save the Children. 

Education partners, including UNICEF, are working with the Ministry of Education to rehabilitate schools damaged by 
cyclones Batsirai and Emnati in the regions of Vatovavy, Fitovinany and Atsimo Atsinanana. In the interim, UNICEF has 
donated tarpaulins and school kits to more than 30 damaged schools to ensure that education can continue.  

Food security and livelihoods partners, including the World Food Programme (WFP), Catholic Relief Services (CRS), 
CARE, ADRA and other national NGOs are organizing the distribution of food and non-food items to more than 56,000 
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households in over 100 villages, by truck, boat and on foot. WFP, together with the BNGRC, has distributed dry food 
items for 9,000 displaced people in Manakara for four days and 6,000 displaced people in Mananjary for two days. World 
Central Kitchen is planning to start operating in the district of Manakara in addition to its ongoing activities in Mananjary.  

Health partners are providing emergency assistance to affected 
areas. The World Health Organization (WHO) has provided 2.5 tons 
of medical equipment and drugs—including 38 inter-agency 
emergency health kits (IEHK) cartons, 85 cartons of paediatric kits 
for treatment of severely acutely malnourished children with medical 
complications, and 7 malaria kits—to Fitovinany, Vatovavy and 
Atsimo-Atsinananana regions since Tropical Cyclone Batsirai made 
landfall. WHO is also helping to maintain vaccines’ cold chains and 
redeployment of vaccines and health kits. UNICEF is distributing 
health kits to affected families and donating materials and equipment 
to health centres and hospitals. The Government is deploying 
emergency malaria treatment kits, fearing a rise in malaria cases in 
flooded areas. Médecins du Monde and Médecins Sans Frontières 
have resumed health consultations in Mananjary, and a Polish 
Emergency Medical Team is deploying to Mananjary, with support 
from the European Union Civil Protection Team. 

On nutrition, Action Contre la Faim is targeting 1,600 children 
affected by severe and moderate malnutrition, in partnership with ASOS, a local NGO, in the districts of Ifanadiana, Nosy-
Varika and Mananjary.  

Shelter is a significant concern, given the level of destruction and damage caused to houses, as well as continued 
displacement. Displacement sites in Mananjary currently host about 8,400 people (60 per cent female, 40 per cent male), 
although some of them have started returning home or sought shelters with relatives and neighbours, according to a rapid 
assessment carried out by the BNGRC, International Organization for Migration (IOM) and Malagasy Red Cross. Around 
60 per cent of the displaced are children under 18. Only 12 of the 23 sites visited had operational toilets, and many lack 
adequate lighting, increasing the risk of gender-based violence. Partners, including IOM, CARE, CRS and the Malagasy 
Red Cross are collaborating to distribute shelter kits. While many people are eager to return home, others have indicated 
that they would prefer to remain at the displacement sites for now, as their houses have been destroyed. Discussions are 
ongoing with the Government regarding how best to support displaced people, including advocacy to ensure that any 
movements are safe, dignified, voluntary and informed. 

Water and sanitation partners have resumed the provision of water to communities affected by both cyclones and stand 
ready to improve sanitation facilities in shelter sites. The French Civil Protection team has relaunched its water purification 
module with a production capacity of 250,000 litres a day. 

Protection partners, including UNICEF, UNFPA, CRS, SOS Villages d’Enfants, HI, among others, are raising awareness 
on the prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse, distributing dignity kits for survivors of gender-based violence and 
providing psychosocial support, including in displacement sites, where congested conditions heighten protection 
concerns. SOS VE is providing support to four orphanages in Mananjary.  

Pictures 

Photos showing the impact of Cyclone Batsirai, and the humanitarian response can be downloaded here. 
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Aerial image of Midongy du Sud flooding following TC Emnati. 
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