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Focused COVID-19 and Health Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             
- Sharpening health response through Communications Intelligence 

 
 

 

  

      Date: 06 July 2022 

 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Waste management policies and programs 

• Water sources being tested in various districts outside Kathmandu Valley 

 
 

 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 
● COVID-19 cases increasing; no deaths reported  

● Rising number of Cholera cases in the Kathmandu valley 

● Water sources detected with diarrheal diseases causing bacteria outside Kathmandu valley 
 
 

 

 

 
1This intelligence is tracked through manual monitoring of national print and online media through a representative sample selection. 



 

3 

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on 5th July reported 90 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally to 
1,120,444. The country did not report any COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours, according to the Ministry of Health 
and Population (MoHP). Among 1,944 PCR tests and 1,168 antigen tests, 73 and 17 have tested positive to COVID-19, 
respectively. Nationwide, 20 have recovered, 401 are active cases, among whom, 399 are in home isolation, 2 are in 
institutional isolation, 2 are in ICUs and 1 under ventilator treatment. 1,2,3,8 

It is estimated that the COVID-19 infections are on rise in Nepal due to the appearance of Omicron's subvariant BA5. 
Infectious Disease Specialist Dr. Sher Bahadur Pun said that there is still risk of more harmful variant being born as many 
sub-variants are appearing all over the world. 8 

According to the Ministry of Health and Population, 99.9 percent of the target population over the age of 12 has been 
vaccinated so far. In this group, 87.4 percent have received complete vaccination. This vaccination campaign was recently 
launched in the age group of five to 12 years.8 

The newly discovered COVID-19 virus subspecies BA5 in Nepal and the associated cases are being studied by the 

Epidemiology and Disease Control Division (EDCD) as per its Director Dr. Chumanlal Das. Ministry of Health and Population 

(MoHP) sub-spokesperson Samir Kumar Adhikari has cleared that BA5 is a subspecies and not a variant. World Health 

Organization (WHO) has listed two new subspecies (one being BA5) as the reason for the current spread of the disease and 

has been “worrying variant” for Europe. Even though this subspecies is less deadly than those of before, its quick spread 

among vulnerable populations can cause more harm as per the experts. 2 (WHO mentioned) 

An article has stated the need for modern medicine education and research in current times of COVID-19 pandemic for 

national health security. The state’s strategy implemented the present context is laudable but is not scientific, according to 

the writer. 2 

Kathmandu Valley now has 19 confirmed cases of Cholera, according to Dr. Chuman Lal Das, Director of Epidemiology and 

Disease Control Division (EDCD). Two children from Kageshwori-Manohara Municipality have been confirmed to have Chol-

era. 2,4 
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The Hotel Association Nepal (HAN) has called on the hotel businesses to ensure full health standards as cholera spreads in 

the Kathmandu Valley. The Department of Commerce, Supplies and Consumer Protection had a discussion with HAN this 

week regarding the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and additional Cholera outbreak in the valley. 1 

At a time when waste management is becoming a challenge with increasing urbanization, the government has brought a 

National Waste Management Policy. A recent meeting of the Council of Ministers has adopted a policy of determining service 

charges according to the nature and quantity of garbage, which will follow the basic principle of “the one who litters, pays”. 

The spokesperson of the Ministry of Federal Affairs and General Administration, Mr. Basanta Adhikari, stated that the laws 

and standards related to waste management from domestic, industrial and service sectors will be formulated based on the 

policy.8 

Ward Chairpersons have criticized Mayor Balendra Shah for not being able to work seriously on the issue of garbage 

management in Kathmandu. At a meeting of the Municipal Executive Committee held on Tuesday, Dal Bahadur Karki, 

Chairman of Ward No. 30, questioned the committee on garbage management stating that there was a public complaint that 

the corporation had done nothing about garbage. On the other hand, Mayor Shah mentioned that they were still not thanked 

for the stench control in Teku. 8 

Health Office Baglung conducted tests on 111 drinking water sources in all 10 local levels, among which 49 were found to 

have Coliform bacteria, known to cause diarrheal diseases.8 

The hospital administration of Bheri Hospital has written a letter to the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) to take 

action against Senior Consultant Surgeon Dr. Suresh Kumar Naag, who has not been performing his duties regularly since a 

year before. Hospital Development Committee member Krishna Prasad Shrestha mentioned that even though the committee 

had time and again requested for him to show up regularly, had ignored their pleas and hence, they did not have any other 

option than writing to the ministry.1,8  

According to the committee’s Chairperson, Pramod Kumar Dhital, Dr. Naag had even marked his attendance for 29 Ashar 

beforehand on 20 Ashar.8 

The Madhesh Pradesh Sabha has decided to investigate the incident of a pregnant woman going through gallbladder 

surgery without any proper tests. As the representatives have blamed the doctors of Janakpur Provincial Hospital for sheer 
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negligence, Speaker Saroj Kumar Yadav has directed the Women, Children and Social Justice Committee to investigate the 

incident and submit a report within 12 days.1 

Seti Hospital has started dialysis service under its own management 10 months after the federal government purchased and 

sent the dialysis machine. At present, 30 people are receiving regular dialysis services at the dialysis center set up by the 

hospital.8 

The dialysis machine donated to Pashupati Chaulagai Memorial Hospital in Dolakha Charikot a year ago has still not been 
used, which has forced patients to travel to Kathmandu for the dialysis services. Information Officer, Shantiprakash 
Neupane, said that the dialysis machine has not been brought to use due to lack of infrastructure and manpower. Chairman 
of the Hospital Management Committee, Mr. Bharat Bahadur KC, mentioned that the delay in decision from the state 
government to provide these services from the health office building, which is in the hospital premises, has delayed the use 
of the machine as well. 7 
 

Rapti Health Sciences Academy, Ghorahi, Dang is launching its Extended Health Services (EHS) from July 20, as per Vice-
chancellor Dr. Bikash Lamichhane, which would include services from Physicians, Obstetricians, Surgeons, Orthopedics, 
Pediatricians, Mental Health Specialists, Dermatologists and Otolaryngologists. 2 

A 'general surgery service' has been started at Tikapur Hospital in Kailali. Despite being a well-equipped hospital, patients 
were facing problems due to lack of specialists. General Surgeon Dr Navin Chandra Bhatta has recently brought this service 
at the hospital. The most common type of surgeries for hydrocephalus, hernias, cysts, stones, piles, fistulas, breast lumps, 
breast tumors, blood and water filling in the chest will be performed, and with arrival of required machine in a few days, 
laparoscopy will also be started, according to Dr. Bhatta. 2 

Karnali Province Chief Minister Jeevan Bahadur Shahi and Swiss Ambassador to Nepal, Elisabeth Von Capler, held a cour-

tesy meeting today, to talk about Federalism, mental health issues among people of Karnali and the preparation of a road-

way master plan in the province. The Centre for Mental Health and Counselling-Nepal (CMC Nepal) has currently run its  

programmes at six local levels of three districts with support from the Swiss Government, according to the ambassador who 

urged the province government to be more sensitive to mental health issues of conflict survivors and its possible              

consequences.3 

More than 2,000 children are diagnosed with various types of cancer in Nepal every year, according to the speakers at an 
awareness program on prevention of childhood cancer organized by Lions Clubs of Kathmandu Haratimata, Kasthamandap, 
UN Park and Gurans in collaboration with Kathmandu Metropolitan Health Department. Dr. Anjali Pandit of Nepal Cancer 
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Hospital and Research Center stated that blood cancers are mostly seen in children along with the cancers of brain, spine, 
glands, eyes, bones, kidneys and muscles.2,3 

At a program organized by Department of Health Services (DoHS) on Tuesday to provide information on the departmental 
activities, Minister of State for Health and Population Hirachandra KC, directed the department staff to feel the responsibility 
for the problems in the health sector in the country, and work accordingly. He urged them to prioritize their services over 
others in their work. 2 

MENTIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND POPULATION 

Nepal on 5th July reported 90 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally to 
1,120,444. The country did not report any COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours, according to the Ministry of Health 
and Population (MoHP). Among 1,944 PCR tests and 1,168 antigen tests, 73 and 17 have tested positive to COVID-19, 
respectively. Nationwide, 20 have recovered, 401 are active cases, among whom, 399 are in home isolation, 2 are in 
institutional isolation, 2 are in ICUs and 1 under ventilator treatment. 1,2,3,8 

According to the Ministry of Health and Population, 99.9 percent of the target population over the age of 12 has been 
vaccinated so far. In this group, 87.4 percent have received complete vaccination. This vaccination campaign was recently 
launched in the age group of five to 12 years.8 

The newly discovered COVID-19 virus subspecies BA5 in Nepal and the associated cases are being studied by the 

Epidemiology and Disease Control Division (EDCD) as per its Director Dr. Chumanlal Das. Ministry of Health and Population 

(MoHP) Samir Kumar Adhikari has cleared that BA5 is a subspecies and not a variant. World Health Organization (WHO) 

has listed two new subspecies (one being BA5) as the reason for the current spread of the disease and has been “worrying 

variant” for Europe. Even though this subspecies is less deadly than those of before, its quick spread among vulnerable 

populations can cause more harm as per the experts. 2 

Kathmandu Valley now has 19 confirmed cases of Cholera, according to Dr. Chuman Lal Das, Director of Epidemiology and 

Disease Control Division (EDCD). Two children from Kageshwori-Manohara Municipality have been confirmed to have 

Cholera. 2,4 

The hospital administration of Bheri Hospital has written a letter to the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) to take 

action against Senior Consultant Surgeon Dr. Suresh Kumar Naag, who has not been performing his duties regularly since a 

year before. Hospital Development Committee member Krishna Prasad Shrestha mentioned that even though the committee 



 

7 

had time and again requested for him to show up regularly, had ignored their pleas and hence, they did not have any other 

option than writing to the ministry.1,8  

At a program organized by Department of Health Services (DoHS) on Tuesday to provide information on the departmental 

activities, Minister of State for Health and Population Hirachandra KC, directed the department staff to feel the responsibility 

for the problems in the health sector in the country, and work accordingly. He urged them to prioritize their services over 

others in their work. 2 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

In the last 24 hours, India has additional 16,135 new cases of COVID-19, tallying the total cases to be more than 43,518,500 

as of now. 24 have lost their lives, with the total deaths up till now has been 525,223. Currently, there are 113,864 active 

cases in India.2 

In the first six months of 2022, Laos has had 6,047 Dengue Fever patients, among which 8 lost their lives, according to its 

Health Ministry.  According to Health Communication and Education Center under Health Ministry, the capital city Vientiane 

has so far 3,193 Dengue patients.2 

 

1 Onlinekhabar 

2 Swasthyakhabar 

3 The Himalayan Times 

4 Nepalkhabar 

5 Nagarik 

6 Annapurna Post 

7 Kantipur 

8 Naya Patrika 
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Contact for further details 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 

NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 

World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the United States Department 

of State. 

 

Reference Code: 06JULMM_004 
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