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This Humanitarian Update covers the period from 19 January to 3 February 2010. The next Update will be issued on or around 19 
February 2010. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• Since December 2009, the number of IDP 

families from Orakzai has risen nearly 

tenfold and is presently standing at more 

than 23,000. 

• There are reports of thousands of civilians 

fleeing hostilities in Bajaur, but so far the 

IDP camps have not seen a significant influx. 

• Munda Camp in Lower Dir was closed and 

over 400 IDP families were relocated to a 

space close to Wali Kandow Camp. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Orakzai Agency Displacement: From 28 to 30 
January, an Inter-Cluster mission visited Kohat 
and Hangu, the two hosting districts for 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) from 
Orakzai Agency in the Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas (FATA).  Local media reported that 
fighting in the Agency was intense and people 
were still fleeing the conflict-affected areas.  So 
far, 23,835 IDP families (approx. 135,000 
individuals) have been registered in Kohat and 
Hangu, and 179 IDP families (approx. 1,200 
individuals) are residing in the Mohammad 
Khawaja Camp located in Hangu – currently 
the only established camp for Orakzai IDPs. 
Registration was suspended on 18 January, but 
due to the continuous influx of IDPs from 
Orakzai, the humanitarian community is in 
consultation with the authorities to resume 
registration shortly.  
 
Local authorities in Kohat have reported the 
presence of some 3,300 Shiite IDP families in 
the district.  Of these, only around 1,300 have 
been registered, which is largely due to the fact 
that the registration points are located in Sunni-
populated areas where the minority Shiite IDPs 
are reluctant to go.  UNHCR, together with local 
authorities, is following the issue up to ensure a 
comprehensive registration of all IDPs.  
 
Bajaur and Mohmand Agency 
Displacement:  According to media reports, 
military operations are still ongoing in Bajaur 
and Mohmand Agencies, resulting in new 
displacements of civilians. The media also 
reported that a curfew was in place in Khar, the 
Agency’s capital.  Furthermore the Bajaur-
Peshawar road was closed causing traffic jams 
and difficulties for the movement of IDPs.  
According to the camp manager of the IDP 

camp in Jalozai, there has not yet been a 
significant influx of IDPs at Jalozai Camp in 
Nowshera, where most of the IDPs from Bajaur 
(13,450 families) and Mohmand (1,650 
families) are currently residing.  Altogether 
more than 250,000 civilians from Bajaur (old 
and new caseload) and 180,000 from 
Mohmand are registered as IDPs currently 
residing in Lower Dir and Nowshera.  
 
South Waziristan Displacement: The influx of 
IDPs from South Waziristan has slowed down 
significantly and the number of registered and 
verified IDP families in D.I. Khan and Tank still 
stands at 38,524 (approx, 280,000 individuals). 
Food distribution in the two hosting districts has 
been stopped.  The Government is issuing 
cash cards for each IDP family for PKRs 5,000 
per month to cover their food needs.  Currently 
over 31,800 cash cards have been issued, out 
of which over 27,500 have been activated. 
However, about 12,000 IDP families are still 
waiting to receive their cards. WFP is holding 
consultations with the local authorities to cover 
the food needs of IDPs, who have not yet 
received their cash cards.  
 
Security: The security situation in the conflict-
affected areas in NWFP and FATA remains a 
major challenge.  On 3 February, at least six 
people (including three schoolgirls) were killed 
and another 70 injured in a roadside blast in 
Lower Dir.  The targeted convoy was travelling 
to an inauguration of a school in Maidan.   
 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND GAPS 

During the winter months, firewood has 
become an increasing need of the IDP 
population, especially in camps.  With more 
than 18,500 IDP families residing in Jalozai 
(one family uses an average of 5kg wood per 
day), the total daily consumption of firewood 
amounts to around 92 tons in the camp.  As the 
majority of the IDPs cannot afford to buy 
firewood, they collect it from the surrounding 
areas, resulting in tension and resentment 
among the local population.  There is a need to 
provide alternative fuel sources to IDP families 
for cooking and heating. 

Due to the continuing influx of Orakzai IDPs 
arriving in the two neighbouring districts of 
Kohat and Hangu, registration needs to be 
reinitiated as quickly as possible. 
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As the Mohammad Khawaja Camp in Hangu is 
becoming too crowded and can no longer 
accommodate new IDPs, a new site has to be 
established.  A site for around 500 families has 
already been identified, however, the lease 
agreement needs to be finalised.   
In order to continue education, 40 temporary 
tents need to be pitched in the schools that 
were damaged during previous sectarian 
conflict in Hangu.  

There is a need to provide WASH services as 
well as reproductive, maternal, newborn and 
child healthcare services to Orakzai IDPs 
residing in Hangu and Kohat.  

Due to the fact that a considerable number of 
families have returned to their homes in Swat, 
Buner and Lower Dir in the Malakand Division, 
there is an increasing need to provide 
temporary shelters in these areas of return.  

*This includes IDPs from Malakand Division and South Waziristan, Mohmand, Bajaur, Khyber 
and Orakzai Agencies. ** Munda Camp was closed and Wali Kandow 2 Camp was opened. 

 
Pakistan only received 30 percent of its 
average rainfall this winter, which is expected 
to affect the wheat crop.  With around 22 million 
tons consumed each year, wheat is the biggest 
staple food crop in the country. There is an 
urgent need to work out a contingency plan to 
meet the potential needs of drought-affected 
communities.  
 
Registration of the remaining 211 IDP families 
in Jalozai Camp needs to speed up as these 
unregistered families are staying with their 
friends and families and are still not receiving 
humanitarian assistance.  In addition, the 
movement of some 800 IDP families moving in 
and out of Jalozai has to be monitored and 
proper registration has to be ensured for all 
residents of the camp. 

Various disaster and vulnerability assessments 
conducted by different NGOs of conflict-
affected regions have shown that there is a 

need to enhance the disaster response 
capacity of local communities. 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

Protection: 

The registration of some 376 unregistered 
families residing in Jalozai Camp started during 
the reporting period and 165 families have 
been registered so far.  The registered families 
have received non-food items (NFIs) and food 
rations from WFP while the distribution of tents 
is currently in progress. 
 
UNHCR’s implementing partner Regional 
Institute of Policy Research and Training 
(RIPORT) continued to provide psychosocial 
and referral services in five welfare centres in 
Swat.  Field teams also disseminated 
information related to the services available at 
the welfare centres in schools and hospitals 
and identified cases needing psychosocial 
counselling.  So far, more than 800 cases of 
psychosocial stress have been addressed.  
 
During the reporting period, the International 
Rescue Committee (IRC) addressed 33 
registration-related issues at Jalozai.  The main 
problem was the loss or expiration of National 
Identity Cards (NIC).  The cases were 
subsequently referred to NADRA. 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management 
(CCCM): 

During the reporting period, the government 
allocated around 500 acres of land to 
accommodate 3,000 additional IDP families in 
Jalozai.  UNHCR’S partner, Pakistan 
Community Development Programme (Pak 
CDP), is in the process of preparing the land for 
pitching tents.   

According to the local authorities, it was 
necessary to close down Munda Camp due to 
security reasons.  As a consequence, the 403 
families residing in Munda Camp were 
relocated to Wali Kandow on 25 January.  In 
addition, another 600 IDP families that were 
living near Munda Camp have also been 
moved to Wali Kandow.  The local authorities 
have allocated additional land adjacent to the 
camp and the displaced families have started 
pitching tents.  The Cluster is providing camp-
related facilities, such as shelter, NFIs, food 
and WASH to the relocated families. 

 

 

QUICK STATS This Report Previous Report Trend 

IDPs: 

Source : NADRA, 

UNHCR, PaRRSA 

1.23 million* 1.22 million*  

Returnees: 

Source : 

PDMA/PaRRSA 

1.66 million 

237,180 families 

1.66 million 

237,180 families 

 

Camps: 

Source: CAR 

10** 

115,362  IDPs 

21,747 families  

10 

114,375 IDPs 

21,538 families  

 

Funding: 

Source: FTS 

71 % of PHRP 

 

71 % of PHRP 
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Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items 

A total of 659 temporary shelters have been 
constructed since the start of the temporary 
shelter programme in December 2009.  The 
Cluster has completed 559 temporary shelters 
in Swat while 100 shelters were constructed in 
Lower Dir.  According to a government-led 
assessment survey of housing damage in 
Swat, 8,000 houses were damaged, which is 
less than the Cluster’s initial planning figure. 
The number of damaged houses is expected to 
increase once all the pending grievance 
appeals have been addressed.  
 
UNHCR’s implementing partner, Sarhad Rural 
Support Program, is still in the process of 
distributing winterisation NFI kits (blankets, 
sleeping mats and plastic sheets) to 9,000 IDPs 
families from Khyber Agency that registered at 
Jalozai between 1 October and 18 November.  
The rest of the IDPs in Jalozai and all other 
camps have already received the first round of 
winterisation items.  The second round, 
including shawls and quilts, is ongoing in 
Jalozai.  Next week, 162 tents are due to be 
replaced in Palosa Camp in Charsadda.  
 
The Cluster has distributed over 431,000 NFI 
kits to IDPs inside and outside camps since 
May 2009.   

Food Security 

During its January distribution cycle, the Food 
Cluster provided over 392,000 IDP families 
(approx. 2.7 million individuals) with around 
38,000 MT of food from 35 humanitarian hubs.  
This number includes 220,000 local individuals 
in Swat, who received food assistance for the 
first time.  The Cluster is also conducting 
emergency food distribution for new IDPs from 
Orakzai Agency, and by the end of the 
reporting period around 5,000 IDP families had 
been reached in Kohat and Hangu.  Under the 
cash transfer pilot project in Buner, up to 
12,000 IDP families have received a monthly 
allowance of PKR 4,000 (US $ 50).  During the 
reporting period, ICRC distributed 680 MT of 
food to over 5,800 families in conflict areas.  
 
As the continuing dry spell in the country is 
threatening this year’s wheat harvest, the Food 
Cluster is preparing for a crop and food needs 
assessment.  Additionally, a food security and 
market assessment for NWFP and FATA is due 
to be finalised in March to provide further data.  
The assessment is a joint initiative of WFP, the 
Provincial Relief, Reconstruction and 
Settlement Authority, FAO, WHO and the FATA 
Secretariat. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

The WASH Cluster continues to provide WASH 
services to conflict-affected districts and the 10 
IDP camps in NWFP, as well as to the IDPs 
staying with host families in D.I. Khan and 
Tank.  UNICEF and Oxfam are planning to 
meet the WASH needs of Orakzai IDPs living 
with host families in Kohat.  The WASH Cluster 
is holding consultations with ICRC to provide 
the same services in Hangu. 
  

 

Health 

During the reporting period, 455 health facilities 
supported by the Cluster reported over 148,000 
patient consultations in the conflict-affected 
districts.  These include 1,600 visits for 
antenatal care, nearly 600 consultations for 
chronic non-communicable diseases and over 
200 consultations for injuries.  During the 
reporting period, over 550 hygiene kits were 
distributed to help menstrual and personal 
hygiene in Swat, Lower Dir, D.I. Khan and 
Tank.  The Cluster also opened an additional 
reproductive health care centre in D.I. Khan for 
IDPs from South Waziristan.  
 
From 18 to 20 January, the Health Cluster 
supported the first national immunisation 
campaign for 2010 in Buner.  During the 
campaign, over 148,000 children were 
immunised.  The Cluster stands ready with 
enough medical supplies for 66,000 IDPs for 
two months, should the need arise.  

Nutrition 

During the reporting period, nutrition 
interventions continued in the 10 IDP camps in 
NWFP, in conflict-affected districts, and in host 
communities.  In the last two weeks, nearly 
60,000 children and 21,000 pregnant and 
lactating women (PLWs) were screened to 
assess their nutritional status.  Since October 
2008, over 264,000 children and 106,000 
PLWs have been screened.  
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During the reporting period, over 1,900 children 
and 880 PLWs were registered in the 
supplementary feeding programme (SFP), and 
170 children and 86 PLWs were discharged 
from the programme.  Over 8,000 children and 
3,600 PLWs are currently registered in SFP 
programmes.  Around 440 severely acute 
malnourished (SAM) children were newly 
registered in the Outpatient Therapeutic 
Programme (OTP), while 56 children were 
discharged from the programme. Around 2,000 
SAM children are currently receiving treatment 
within the OTP. 
 
Education 

As of 2 February, over 10,600 children 
including 4,600 girls, were enrolled in primary 
schools in Jalozai, Palosa, Benazir, Wali 
Kandow and Sadbar Kalay IDP camps, while 
239 students, including one girl, studied in 
middle/secondary schools in Benazir, Palosa 
and Jalozai Camps.  The Cluster also 
completed the rehabilitation of over 3,700 
schools that were previously occupied by IDPs.  
 
During the reporting period, UNICEF 
established two primary schools in Jalozai.  
Around 440 students, including 179 girls, are 
attending these schools.  International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) is due to establish two more 
schools at Jalozai to accommodate the 
increasing number of children arriving from 
other camps or from conflict-affected areas.  
 

Agriculture 

The Agriculture Cluster is currently identifying 
beneficiaries for the distribution of fruit and 
forest plants for the rehabilitation of the 
horticulture and agro-forestry sectors in Buner, 
Shangla, Lower Dir and Swat.  The distribution 
is due to start within the next three weeks and 
will benefit some 3,700 families.  Concern 
Worldwide is in the process of distributing 
poultry birds to around 2,200 vulnerable 
households in Buner and Swat.  The 
organisation will also provide vegetable seeds 

to 2,700 households and cows to 350 
households in the same districts. 
 
During the reporting period, Save the Children 
vaccinated over 9,000 livestock animals in 
Swat and Buner against prevalent diseases. 
Another 1,000 vulnerable households were 
identified for the distribution of kitchen 
gardening seed kits and fruit plants.  The Rural 
Development Project (RDP) distributed kitchen 
garden seeds to 1,100 women in Buner to 
improve nutrition. 

Community Restoration  

During the reporting period, UNDP trained 48 
(24 men and 24 women) volunteers from 
Sultanvas village in Buner on community 
emergency response.  The training focused on 
disaster risk management.  The trainees 
received first aid response and search and 
rescue equipment, uniform response protection 
equipment and other training material.  As a 
result of this capacity building initiative, a 
community disaster response team is now 
functional in Sultanwas, which can also train 
others in disaster response.  UNDP is planning 
to extend the training to some 144 Union 
Councils of Swat, Lower and Upper Dir, Buner, 
Malakand and Shangla.  
 

FUNDING 

The PHRP 2010 has been finalised and is due 
to be presented in Islamabad on 9 February. 
Funding for the 2008-2009 response plan 
remained unchanged during the reporting 
period.  With a funding of US $ 485 million, the 
appeal is funded at 71 percent . 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

OCHA, Islamabad 
Manuel Bessler, OCHA Head of Office Pakistan, 
bessler@un.org 

Billi Bierling, Public Information Officer 
bierling@un.org 
Cell: +92 300 850 2397 

OCHA, New York 
Ben Negus, 
negus@un.org 
Cell: +1-646-785-9642 

OCHA, Geneva 
Randa Hassan, 
hassan50@un.org 
Cell: +41-79-6023598 

FOR REFERENCE 

The humanitarian community’s OneResponse website: 
http://www.pakistan.oneresponse.info 
Reliefweb: http://www.reliefweb.int 
To subscribe and for more information, contact: 
nazir1@un.org 
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