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Coordination Save Lives          

GENERAL OVERVIEW 
The first quarter of 2011 presented humanitarian 

challenges related to emergencies ongoing since 2010, 

such as the cholera outbreak in Haiti. In the second 

quarter, the start of the hurricane season reactivated 

contingency and response planning in the region, as it is 

predicted to be an active season. Variation in food prices, 

despite a relative stability, has been another area of 

humanitarian interest for the second quarter. Floods in 

Colombia, drought in Cuba and Honduras, and the 

increase in cases of dengue in Paraguay are other notable 

occurrences during the period of April – June 2011.  

 

FLOODS 
Floods continue to be the leading cause of affectation by 

natural disasters in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Between April and June 2011, some 1.3 million people in 

the region were affected - with 72 percent occurring in 

Colombia alone.  Brazil, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, 

Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Guatemala, Guyana, Peru, and 

Venezuela were also affected. During the second quarter 

of 2011, economic losses due to floods were estimated at 

US$ 3 billion; almost double the same period in 2010 and 

nearly three times more than in 2009. The majority of this 

loss is associated with recurring floods in Colombia.  

 

 

 

COLOMBIA 
Although the “La Niña” phenomenon dissipated from 

Colombia by the end of May, 28 of the country’s 32 

departments were affected by floods. In the second 

quarter of 2011, some 888,000 people were affected. This 

represents close to 20 percent of the total affected, which 

stands at 3.9 millioni.  At the beginning of July, the 

Colombian government allocated US$3.9 billion to assist 

those affected; by the end of the month, US$2.1 billion 

had already been implemented.  Approximately 66 

percent of the total was funded through the Colombia 

Humanitarian Programii, a program created by the 

Government of Colombia to centralize donations, records, 

assistance and needs caused by the rains that have 

affected the country since April 2010.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Population affected by floods – by country – between April and June 2011. 

The total is 1.3 million. About 72 percent of those affected are in Colombia. 

©OCHA. 

Of the 28 departments affected by floods, 70% of the affected 

are concentrated in ten departments, where Bolivar, located in 

the north area of the country, is the most affected. ©SNPAD. 
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The United Nations allocated US$3 million from the 

Central Emergency Responseiii Fund. Sectors that have 

benefited from these funds include agriculture, health, 

nutrition, and protection, through programs implemented 

by FAO, UNICEF, WHO, WFP and UNFPAiv.   More than 50 

percent of the funds are invested in health programs. For 

humanitarian agencies, access to the affected population 

remains a challenge. Many people are doubly affected as 

they live in areas marked by armed conflict.  Aside from 

the population currently affected by the rains, Colombia 

faces the humanitarian challenge of assisting 3.6 million 

internally displaced persons.  

BOLIVIA 
The floods that impacted Bolivia in the first quarter of the 

year affected close to 120,000 people. The United Nations 

allocated US$2.6 million from its Central Emergency 

Response Fund to respond to the emergency. 

Approximately 58 percent of the funds were invested in 

food programs, while the rest was distributed among 

health, agriculture, protection initiatives, and distribution 

of nonfood items.  

 

HAITI 
Rains and the current hurricane season is a concern for 

over 600,000 people who are still living in 1,000 camps set 

up after the January 2010 earthquake. The delayed rainy 

season is threatening food stability. In some regions, 

crops are in danger of being lost to drought, while in 

other regions of the country, rains and floods have left 

about 700 people in need.   

HURRICANE SEASON 
The forecast for the current hurricane season, which runs 

from 1 June to 30 November, is 40 percent more likely to 

surpass the historic measurev. It is expected that the 

occurrence of storms will be above normal with a 

formation of up to 18 name storms, 10 of which could 

become a hurricane and 6 of them could become a major 

hurricane, of category 4 or 5vi. 

MEXICO 
Two storms hit Mexico - in May and June. Hurricane 

Beatriz formed in the Pacific, causing alerts in the tourist 

area of southern Mexico, but did not cause damage.  

Arlene, in the Atlantic, became a Tropical Storm and 

affected an estimated 300,000 people and caused more 

than 20 deaths. Tropical Storm Arlene also generated 

alerts in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and 

the United States. Mexico was one the countries most 

affected by the 2010 hurricane season.  

 

EPIDEMICS 

DENGUE 
The countries most affected by dengue for this period are 

Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay, Peru and Venezuelavii.  

Approximately 77 percent of the cases in the region were 

concentrated in Brazil. None of the other countries 

exceeded 5 percent of all the total cases. The number of 

dengue cases in Paraguay is almost on par to that of 2007, 

a year that represented one of the worst epidemics in the 

region. Paraguay is the country most affected this quarter, 

almost doubling – 1.7 – the incidence rate (comparing the 

number of cases with the population).  In April, the 

government declared a state of emergency for the 
The Hurricane Season is shown as the main threat to the 600 who remain 

internally displaced. ©OCHA. 
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increase in dengue cases, but by May the epidemic phase 

was consider over. By June, approximately 27,100 people 

were diagnosed with dengue and nearly 100 had died.  

 

CHOLERA 
Cholera remains a challenge for Haiti.  Despite the efforts 

from humanitarian organizations, only two percent of the 

Haitian population has access to sanitation and potable 

water.  During May and June 2011, there were two notable 

increases in the number of cases, reversing the downward 

trend presented in March and April, although the mortality 

rate continued to fall and remains stable at 1.5 percent. 

The cause of the increase is attributed to the beginning of 

the rainy season in some regions. Water, Sanitation and 

Hygiene, and Health sectors are concerned, as another 

increase would represent a significant challenge to meet 

the needs of people affected in remote areas with difficult 

access. By the end of June, the cumulative number of 

cases reached 363,120 of which 5,510 have died. In the 

Dominican Republic the number of cases reached 1,730 

and 46 deaths.  

FOOD INSECURITY 
The United Nation’s Food Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

food price indexviii has been very high – but stable – about 

37 percent above the level of the last quarter of 2010.  The 

index is considered high when compared with the same 

period over the previous three years, especially with 2008 

– during the global economic crisis. No changes are 

expected in the medium term, although concerns remain 

for the poorest sectors of the population, where people 

spend on average between 35 and 50 percent of their 

income in food.  The current hurricane season and 

subsequent storms throughout Central America and the 

Caribbean could damage infrastructure and food 

production, further aggravating the situation.  

 

FAO, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the 

Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Inter-American Institute for 

Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) have organized three 

sub-regional discussion forums with the governments, to 

share experiences and prioritize strategic actions to 

address a situation of higher and more volatile food 

prices. Specific initiatives include facilitating regional trade 

and improving agricultural productivity at household 

levels, including access to rural financial services and 

agricultural insurances.  Other measures include 

monitoring and sharing information on food inventories in 

national and international markets.  

 

DROUGHT  
Three countries in the region presented severe drought 

periods during this quarter. Cuba was affected by the 

worst drought in 50 years. It is estimated that about a 

million people have limited access to potable water, 

100,000 are located in the capital – Havana.  Besides the 

lack of rains, parts of Havana’s water distribution system 

has collapsed and deteriorated over time. In Ecuador, 

approximately 55 zones in the Province of Los Rios, El Oro 

and Manabi, Loja and Guyas were declared under 

emergency due to the drought. The Government 

allocated US$46 million to fund mitigation projects, 

strengthening irrigation systems and providing financial 

incentives to farmers. Some 210,000 hectares of corn and 

rice were affected. In Honduras, more than 60 percent of 

people in the southern part of the country face economic 

shortages due to drought and nearly 32 percent suffer 

chronic malnutrition, especially children.  
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BOLIVIA 
Floods, wild fires and the country’s worst drought in 

decades threatened Bolivia’s food production, forcing the 

government to import food on an unprecedented scale. 

Bolivia, which exports soybean and sunflower, began to 

import sugar, corn, and oils, a phenomenon that the 

government attributed to climate variation and the global 

rise in food prices. For many citizens, especially farmers, 

the situation was further aggravated by government 

policies, which imposed price control and restrictions, not 

allowing prices to be set by the free market (as did many 

countries of the region with similar situations). The 

combination of these natural events reduced the amount 

of cultivated land in Bolivia, a trend that has been 

observed since 2010, when the amount of cultivated 

hectares fell by 17 percent compared to 2009ix.  Corn has 

been the most affected with the cultivated area dropping 

from 150,000 to 90,000 hectares. The government 

announced an investment of US$1 billion by 2015 for 

agriculture to increase food production and export.  

During 2011, the government invested US$100 million in 

water and irrigation, and is negotiating agricultural 

insurance to cover up to 70 percent of future losses due to 

climate related damages.  

 

COLD WAVE 

PERU 
The first months of the year saw unusual hail and frost.  In 

April to June, low temperatures affected the health and 

agriculture sectors; however, health indicators in 

respiratory diseases show a decrease compared to 

previous years.  Municipal reports estimate that some 

65,580 people were affected by low temperatures, snow 

and hail during May and June (months that have the 

greatest number of people affected by low temperatures, 

according to records from INDECI* and the health sector). 

The departments most vulnerable to this type of event are 

Ancash, Arequipa, Ayacucho, Cusco, Huancavelica, 

Huanuco, Pasco and Puno. 

 

GUATEMALA 

At the end of April, the government officially declared the 

cold season over (a recurring event that occurs between 

the months of November to March). More than 22,000 

people sought refuge in shelters throughout the country, 

which represents a 70 percent increase compared to the 

2010 cold season.  
 

VOLCANOES 

ECUADOR 
South America was affected by two active volcanoes in the 

region.  Nicaragua and Guatemala also had volcanic 

activity, although to a lesser degree. The Tungurahua 

Volcano in Ecuador has had an active eruptive process 

since 1999, with two peaks of activity - in 2002 and in 2006 

In recent years, Peru has intensified its preparedness measures for the 

recurring cold waves. Due to this preparedness, the number of people 

affected continues to decrease.  The above charts compares the months of 

April, May and June of the respective years.  ©INDECI 

In addition to Bolivia, which has a recurrent drought since 2010; three 

countries were affected by drought. In the case of Cuba, there are hopes that 

the arrival of the hurricane season will improve agricultural production, 

although distribution problems in La Havana is due to structure rather than 

shortages. 
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- returned to levels of alert this April. The alert occurred 

simultaneously as the country was facing floods and 

drought in some regions. The government of Ecuador is 

monitoring Tungurahua’s activity and contingency and 

response plans have been tested several times over the 

past year.  

ARGENTINA - CHILE 
The Puyehue volcano, in Chile, erupted on 4 June. 

Economic losses were greatest felt in Argentina, especially 

in the tourist area of Bariloche, where an economic, 

agricultural and environmental disaster we declared. 

OCHA responded to a request from the government of 

Argentina and deployed a PNUMA-OCHA* team to assist 

with an environment impact assessment to quantify losses 

from the disaster. Argentina allocated US$2.4 million to 

assist 400 affected farmers in the provinces of Chubut, 

Neuquen and Rio Negro.  In Rio Negro alone, 3,000 

farmers, 3.9 million hectares and 830,000 heads of cattle 

were affected. In Bariloche, losses are estimated at 

US$100 million. Economic losses from flight cancelations 

are in excess of US$4 million.  

 

In Chile, some 4,270 people were evacuated from 

endangered areas; most sought refuge with relatives. 

About 700 people were housed in official shelters.  On 19 

June, the Government of Chile authorized families to 

return to their homes.  Approximately 670 producers were 

affected, mostly small scale farmers. The Ministry of 

Agriculture is monitoring affected areas and analyzing 

possible medium and long term effects.  

 

HIGHTLIGHTS OCHA-ROLAC ACTIVITIES 
During the IV Meeting on Mechanisms for Humanitarian 

Assistance, held in May in Ecuador, OCHA presented two 

tools to facilitate coordination and humanitarian 

assistance among REDLAC* members and countries.  

 

Guide for Governments. REDLAC. 2011. 

First Edition. A publication that provides governments 

and organizations with information on services and 

mechanisms available from the international humanitarian 

community in cases of an emergency response due to 

natural disasters. The electronic version of the guide is 

available at: http://bit.ly/oeHhIX 

 

REDLAC. Directory of Resources and 

Organizations. 2011. Third Edition.  
This publication compiles technical information from every 

REDLAC organization/guest member, with data on 

regional and national emergency focal points, updated as 

of March 2011. The electronic version of the guide is 

available at: http://bit.ly/ldiEdY 

 

During the second quarter, the OCHA Regional Office 

organized a training for the UNETT* teams and the 

UNDAC induction coursex. Over 100 people were trained 

in both workshops. The UNETTs workshop was supported 

by REDLAC members, especially leaders of the regional 

clusters.  The UNDAC induction course, which is held 

every two years in the region, was supported by the 

government of Panama, through the National Civil 

Protection System. Participants are included in the list of 

human resources available to support countries affected 

by natural disasters in areas of assessment and 

coordination.  
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Another regional training session took place in Trinidad 

and Tobago, with a focus on disaster management for 

authorities from Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago and 

Suriname.  The training was based in the humanitarian 

context in the region and the Humanitarian Reform. 

OCHA also held an online teleconference training session 

with authorities from Jamaica, along with the members 

from the Humanitarian Country Team and UNETT. The 

workshop reinforced humanitarian assistance concepts in 

the areas of information management and  humanitarian 

architecture.  

 

 

Technical Emergency Team in America 

 

 
 

Source: OCHA 

 

 

                                                           
i Since April 2010 to June 2011 
ii http://www.colombiahumanitaria.gov.co 
iii http://cerf.un.org - CERF 
iv FAO. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations. UNICEF. The United Nations Children Fund. WHO. 
World Health Organization. WFP. United Nations World 
Food Programme. UNEP. United Nations Environment 
Programme. United Nations Population Fund. 
v Tropical Storm Risk. http://www.tropicalstormrisk.com/ 
vi NOAA. http://www.noaa.gov/ 
vii PAHO  10 de junio de 2011 
viii  Food Price index: it is calculated on the bases of 5 
indexes in the basic group, weighted by the average export 
quotas of each of the groups from 2000 – 2004;  the index 
included a total of 55 prices that FAO basic product 
specialists considered representatives of the international 
prices of food products.. 
ix Cámara Agropecuaria del Oriente (CAO) 
x UNDAC. United Nations Disaster Assessment and 
Coordination. 
 


