
  
 
 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is to mobilize and coordinate effective  

and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 

Blue Nile State Profile 
 
Updated March 2022 
 

 
Humanitarian Partner Presence 
 
Presence Type UN/IO INGO NNGO 
Physical  12 16 9 
Programme 8 14 7 
Source: OCHA Blue Nile (November 2021) 

 
 
People in need HNO 2022 
 Region National 
IDPs  81,640 2.9M 
Refugees 12,995 1.2M 
Returnees  9,702 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 333,537 9.3M 
Total  437,874 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO 

 
Area  39,000 kmP

2 
 
Blue Nile in Numbers 
 
Indicator Region National 
Projected population 2021* 1,324,476* 47,941,157* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 84 in 1,000 68 in 1000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 81.2% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 36.1% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 50.1% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  46.7% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 11.1% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 50,430 2,957,775*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (Oct 2021-Feb 2022) 179,474 5,956,008**** 

Percentage of people in Blue Nile with access to improved drinking water  71.3% 68%** 

 
Food Security 

IPC (number of people) October 2021 – February 2022  
13%  

 of locality population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
total 7 localities 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
409,998 

in 7 localities 
149,454 

in 7 localities 
30,020 

in 7 localities 
Sources: *IPC (June – September 2021) + refugee figure, Refugee Consultation Forum (RCF); **MICS Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 HNO; 
****Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2021 – February 2022 
 
Contact information:
Tatsuya Oniki, Head of Sub-office, OCHA Blue Nile, E-mail: oniki@un.org  
Mohamed Ali Babiker, National Field Coordinator, OCHA Blue Nile, E-mail: babiker@un.org 
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Background 
The Blue Nile region is situated in the south-eastern part 
of Sudan, bordering Ethiopia and South Sudan. In 
September 2011, fighting erupted between Government 
forces and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-
North (SPLM-N), three months after conflict had 
resumed in South Kordofan. In 2017, the SPLA/M-N 
split into two factions over disagreements on the 
direction of the movement, leading to violence between 
Malik Agar and Abdelaziz Al Hilu followers. Each faction 
controls territory in southern Blue Nile, with the 
Abdelaziz Al Hilu faction controlling a much larger 
territory. The political landscape significantly changed 
following the establishment of the Transitional 
Government in August 2019. The Juba Peace 
Agreement of October 2020, of which SPLM-N Malik 
Agar is a signatory, makes Blue Nile an autonomous 
region. SPLM-N Malik Agar continues leading the Blue 
Nile government after the military coup of 25 October 
2021 with SPLM-N Al Hilu controlling territory in the 
southern part of the state.  
 
The conflict in Tigray, issues around the Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, and militarization in 
Ethiopia’s Benishangul-Gumuz Region led to the 
closure of the borders between Blue Nile and Ethiopia. 
This has affected cross-border trade, the exchange of 
supplies and farming activities, and increased 
vulnerabilities of people living near the borders on both 
sides. It has also negatively impacted the movement of 
refugee returnees from Ethiopia to Sudan. 
 
Humanitarian overview 
Displacement, food insecurity and natural disasters are 
the key drivers of humanitarian needs, compounded by 
the economic hardship and inadequate basic services 
such as WASH, health, nutrition and education. The 
displaced population in Blue Nile region live with host 
communities and in the Government-established five 
IDP settlements. Aid organisations report a 
deteriorating humanitarian situation, particularly in non-
government-controlled areas in southern Kurmuk and 
Geisan localities. Conflict in the region has impacted 
both livelihoods and the availability of basic services 
such as education and health care.   
 
Key Issues 
Humanitarian Needs 
• About 440,000 people (IDPs, refugees, vulnerable 

residents, and returnees) need humanitarian 
assistance, according to the 2022 HNO. 

• There are about 179,500 people—13 per cent of the 
population—in crisis and above levels of food 
security between October 2021 and February 2022, 
according to the Sudan Integrated Food Security 
Phase Classification (IPC) analysis. 

• About 50,000 people in the region have Global 
acute malnutrition (GAM) rates above WHO 
emergency threshold of 15 per cent (2022 HNO).  

 
 
 

Humanitarian access 
• Deregistration of some national NGOs in November 

2019 and May 2021 due to alleged ties with the 
previous regime resulted in the reduction of national 
NGO partners while many national NGOs require 
capacity development support for effective 
response. 

• Humanitarian access improved under the 
Transitional Government and Federal Humanitarian 
Aid Commission's (HAC) revised approach allowing 
humanitarian assistance to reach all Sudanese 
people, resulting in delivery to SPLM-N territory as 
well. SPLM-N Al Hilu allows only international staff 
of humanitarian organizations to access areas 
under their control. 

 
Humanitarian presence 
• With the improvements in the operational 

environment, some international organizations 
have established presence in the region. However, 
there is a limited physical presence of humanitarian 
actors outside of Ed Damazine town. Further 
support is required to enhance humanitarian action 
across Blue Nile.  

• The Refugee and Returnee Working Group (WG) 
and Protection WG, both led by UNHCR, and GBV 
WG led by UNFPA were established in 2021. Also, 
education, food security and livelihoods (FSL), 
health, nutrition, WASH, and child protection 
sectors are present in Blue Nile. 

 
Internal displacement, refugees and returnees 
• Humanitarian needs remain significant. Unmet 

food, non-food items and education needs are the 
main priorities with gaps reported in other critical 
sectors such as WASH, health, livelihoods, and 
nutrition. Further support is required to fill the gaps. 

 
IDPs 
• An estimated 81,640 IDPs (2022 HNO) are in Blue 

Nile. Further verification of the IDPs is required 
including the SPLM-N-AA controlled areas to 
ensure the timely delivery of life-saving assistance.  

 
Refugees 
• The region hosts about 13,000 refugees and 

asylum seekers (2022 HNO).  
• Since November 2020, about 8,400 Ethiopian 

refugees and asylum seekers arrived in Blue Nile, 
of which 5,200 people are staying in Camp 6 in Wad 
Al Mahi locality (UNHCR).  

• Conflict has caused about 44,900 Sudanese from 
Blue Nile to seek refuge in Ethiopia and an 
estimated 165,000 in South Sudan (UNHCR).  

 
Returnees 
• An estimated 9,700 returnees (2022 HNO) are in 

Blue Nile. 
• Spontaneous return of Sudanese refugees from 

South Sudan and Ethiopia, including recent returns 
from Benishangul-Gumuz Region of Ethiopia, have 
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been reported. Durable solutions for refugee and 
IDP returnees need to be established.   

 
COVID-19 
• The Federal Ministry of Health has confirmed 222 

cases with eight deaths in as of 26 February 2022. 
 
Humanitarian funding 

• As of 31 March, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) received US$166.1 million—
8.6 per cent of the requirement, according to the 
Financial Tracking System (FTS). 

 


