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Situation in Numbers 
1,200,000  
children in need of 
humanitarian assistance 

 
2,600,000  
people in need 
(OCHA, November 2019) 
 

669,906 
Internally displaced people 
(IDPs) 
(OCHA, December 2019)  

 
593,895 
# of pending and registered 
refugees  
(UNHCR, December 2019) 

UNICEF’s Response 
 

 
 
Highlights 
At the end of 2019, over 669,000 people were still displaced in CAR, close to 
the highest level in three years. As 593,000 Central Africans are also 
registered as refugees abroad, in total one in five has fled conflict. 
 

According to the preliminary results of the 2019 SMART survey supported by 
UNICEF, the national prevalence of SAM is 1.3 per cent compared to 2.1 
percent in 2018, highlighting good progress in the fight against MAS.  In 2019, 
UNICEF and partners treated 30,065 children suffering from MAS (98% of the 
HAC target). 
 

On 20 December, the Minister of Primary and Secondary Education officially 
launched the radio education programme, developed with UNICEF support. 
It targets children affected by the crisis and/or living in hard-to-reach areas, 
and out-of-school children in general.  
 

In 2019, as part of the response to the polio outbreak, UNICEF and partners 
vaccinated 1,001,508 children.  
 

In 2019, the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) reached 277,692 vulnerable 
people including 173,500 children with essential household items, and 
127,600 people including 67,900 children with WASH interventions. 
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UNICEF Appeal 2019 
US$ 59 million 
Funding status* ($US) 

 

*Available funds include those 
received for the current year of 
appeal as well as the carry-forward 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 

In December, UNICEF received an additional contribution from the CAR Humanitarian Fund to scale-up WASH 
interventions, particularly in response to the floods. In 2019, UNICEF CAR’s Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) 
appeal was over 61% funded (see Annex B for details). UNICEF wishes to express its deep gratitude to donors for the 
contributions received in 2019, that have made the current response in CAR possible. As we enter 2020, violence and 
displacement is again on the rise in CAR, and continuing donor support will be critical to ensure that the vital needs of 
children and their families affected by conflict cans be addressed. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
On 24-26 December, clashes between auto defence groups and traders in the 3rd district of Bangui resulted in 51 dead 
and 70 injured according to MINUSCA. In North-eastern Vakaga prefecture, tensions between opposed groups persisted 
throughout the month.  
 
On the 21st of December the Minister of Health and Population announced the end of the hepatitis E epidemic, which 
had caused 142 confirmed cases mostly in Bocaranga area (Northwest) since July 2019.  
 
According to the preliminary results of the 2019 SMART survey supported by UNICEF, the national SAM prevalence is 
1.3 per cent compared to 2.1 percent in 2018, highlighting good progress in the fight against MAS. However, the global 
acute malnutrition (GAM) prevalence is 5.8%, and 11 prefectures out of 16 are in a situation of nutritional alert with the 
GAM rate between ≥ 5% and <10%. Except Bangui, all other prefectures have chronic malnutrition rates above 30% -
considered as a critical threshold by WHO and UNICEF. The prefectures of Basse-Kotto, Kemo, Lobaye, Mambere-
Kadei, Nana-Mambere, Nana-Gribizi, Ouaka, Ouham, Ouham-Pende, and Sangha-Mbaere have stunting rates above 
40%. Likewise, results of the National food security assessment, coordinated by WFP, indicate that 44% of CAR’s 
population (about 2 million people) suffer from moderate or acute food insecurity, a slight improvement from last year’s 
50%. According to the study, the enduring high levels of food insecurity are linked to the cumulative effects of insecurity, 
displacement and the related depletion of productive assets.  
 
At the end of 2019, over 669,000 people were still displaced in CAR, close to the highest level in three years. As 593,000 
Central Africans are also registered as refugees abroad, in total one in five has fled conflict. The security situation 
globally improved after the peace agreement between the CAR government and 14 armed groups in February. In the 
six months following the signing, human rights violations and violent deaths of civilians diminished by about two thirds 
according to MINUSCA, and about 350,000 people returned from displacement or exile according to OCHA, often to 
their devastated villages. This lull in the conflict enabled humanitarian actors to access new areas previously cut-off, 
especially in the Southeast. However, peace agreement violations and population displacement both started rising again 
from August, and the humanitarian situation remains very precarious, especially in the Eastern part of the country and 
the Northwest.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
Nutrition 
In December, UNICEF and partners treated 2,658 children suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). 
 
In 2019, 30,065 children with SAM were admitted in 520 Outpatient Therapeutic Program (OTP) service points and in 
47 Stabilization Centres. This amounts to 98.3 per cent of the HAC target for the year and 70 per cent of the estimated 
national SAM caseload. The quality of the SAM treatment programs is above the SPHERE minimum standards, with 
the cure rate at 93 percent, the death rate at 1.21 percent, the defaulter rate at 4.35 percent and the non-response rate 
at 1.4%. In addition, 314,133 children aged from 6 to 59 months received Vitamin A supplementation; 287,321 aged 12 
to 59 months deworming, and 77,652 pregnant and lactating women were reached with key education and promotion 
messages on infant and young child feeding (IYCF) practices.  
 

Health 
From January to December 2019, as part of the response to the Polio outbreak, 6 Polio supplementary immunization 
activities (SIAs) were implemented including two in response to the Lake Chad Basin Outbreak, and four in response to 
the cVDPV2 outbreaks in health regions 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7. A total of 1,001,508 children under 5 have been vaccinated 
against polio.  
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As part of the measles elimination strategy in CAR, UNICEF also supported the vaccination of a total of 256,553 children 
in 2019. 
 
In December, 3,309 children under 5 benefitted from free curative care in 4 health districts (Kembe-Satema, Ouango-
Gambo, Begoua, Bimbo and Bangui 2). The most common diseases treated were malaria (46 percent), acute respiratory 
infections (22 percent) and diarrhea (21 percent). In total in 2019, 80,920 people, mostly children, benefited from free 
curative care with UNICEF support in 13 health districts affected by armed conflict and/or floods.  

 

HIV/AIDS 
In December, 28 new cases of HIV-positive pregnant women were detected and put on ARVs during the month in 
emergency areas (health regions 3, 4, 5 and 6). From January to December, out of the 1,887 the targeted HIV-positive 
pregnant women, 987 (52%) had access to antiretroviral treatment (ART) in emergency zones. In addition, 17 children 
born to HIV-positive mothers have received ART prophylaxis at birth in emergency areas in December, and total of 450 
in 2019.  
 
With UNICEF support, two adolescents from the national network of HIV+ adolescents (CEBG) took part in the 20th 
International Conference on HIV and STIs (ICASA) in Kigali from 2 to 7 December 2019.  
 
520 HIV-positive children and adolescents from the Adolescent HIV+ Club (CEBG) including 264 from 8 districts in 
emergency areas took part in the Christmas Tree celebration organized in their localities. Songs, dances, recitals and 
skits were presented by the CEBG teenagers and a community Christmas meal was shared. 

 

WASH 
In December, UNICEF continued to support the flood response in Bangui through the disinfection of houses and wells 
in the affected neighbourhoods, while continuing to provide water and sanitation on sites hosting people still displaced 
by the floods.  
 
UNICEF also continued to support access to water and sanitation in conflict-affected areas across the country. In 
Bossangoa sub-prefecture, UNICEF built new water points in four health centres, benefiting nearly 2,000 people. In the 
same area, with the support of UNICEF, training and awareness campaigns on water point management, correct use 
of latrines, hygiene promotion, hand washing with soap were conducted for 167 members of water point committees 
and 12,910 children from 39 schools in Bossangoa sub-prefecture. In remote Yalinga (Haute-Kotto) and Ouadda 
(Vakaga), UNICEF used airlift operations coordinated by OCHA to provide 374 households (2,057 people) with soap 
and water treatment products (PUR) as well as 100 dignity kits for women and girls in the sub-prefectures. 
 
In Kemo, 4 hygiene clubs were established in 4 schools. 1,091 boys and 978 girls were educated on hygiene. 300 girls 
at puberty age received reusable sanitary pads and were educated on menstrual hygiene as well as the importance of 
staying in school during menstruation. 
 
During 2019, the UNICEF’s WASH response addressed emergency needs following epidemic outbreaks (measles, 
yellow fever, Hepatitis E ) and population displacement due to armed conflict and floods. UNICEF and partners provided 
access to safe drinking water to 254,916 crisis-affected people, and 31,606 people gained access to basic sanitation. A 
total of 1,629 women and girls of childbearing age were sensitized on menstrual hygiene management and received 
dignity kits. Also, as part of the humanitarian response, NGOs and INGOs sensitized 138,286 people on good hygiene 
practices through public awareness campaigns, theatrical performances, focus groups and home visits. 
At the cluster level, interventions reached a total of 729,994 people who gained access to drinking water and 252,914 
persons who accessed basic sanitation. 
 

Education 
On 20 December, the Minister of Primary and Secondary Education officially launched the radio education programme, 
developed with UNICEF support. This national programme targets children affected by the crisis and/or living in hard-
to-reach areas, and generally out-of-school children.  
 
In December, UNICEF supported the construction of two improved temporary classrooms and 25 latrines benefitting 
1,250 primary school children in 15 schools in Paoua (Ouham-Pende, Northwest). In collaboration with UNHCR, 
UNICEF also provided school kits to 255 refugee children returning from Cameroon in Berberati area (Mambere-Kadei, 
West). To improve girls' retention in school, 750 dignity kits were distributed to 750 adolescent girls in 24 schools of the 
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Western education district (IAO). UNICEF also supported the distribution of 750 table-benches for 2,250 children in 16 
schools in 16 schools in conflict-affected Ouham prefecture (Northwest). As part of the governance of schools in 
emergency zones, 20 managers have been trained in results-based management and rapid assessment of education 
needs in emergency situations. 
 
In total in 2019, 95,953 children (44% girls) gained access to education with UNICEF support throughout the country. 
Among them, 20,932 displaced children aged 3-17 years (46% girls) participated in educational activities in 156 
temporary learning spaces (TLS) on 8 IDP sites in Bria, Kaga Bandoro and Paoua, and over 48,000 displaced and 
returnee children (43% girls) have been integrated in 60 schools. 154 additional emergency classrooms have been built 
in these schools. At the end of December, 72,491 children had received school kits and 51,123 affected children (45% 
girls) were attending school in a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial support. 
 
At the cluster level, interventions reached a total of 406 462 (68 % of the target) children including 2,352 teachers.  
Mainly 129,719 (80 % of the target) out of school children in crisis-affected areas, including 66,140 girls; 336,576 (57% 
of the target) children, including 155,286 girls, received learning materials. The Education Cluster coordination team in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Education and the Strategic Advisory Group developed and validated a three-year 
strategy for Education in Emergencies strategy document. 
 

Child Protection 
As a result of UNICEF and MINUSCA joint advocacy efforts, 212 children (42 girls) were verified and released from 
armed groups in December in Bria, Ndele and Bangui. Financial and technical support was provided to NGO partners 
to support the socio-economic reintegration through basic skills training, livelihood programmes and reinsertion in basic 
schools. 
 
Also in December, 54,406 conflict-affected children (23,128 girls) participated in UNICEF-supported psychosocial 
activities through Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in 9 of the country’s 16 prefectures. 237,250 conflict affected children 
(100,088 girls) have been reached with UNICEF-supported child protection interventions since January 2019, which is 
approximately 215 per cent of planned target. Reasons for this higher than expected caseload include implementation 
of mobile CFS and the increased number of children in need of psychosocial support following the recent displacements 
in Birao (Vakaga) and Bangui due to conflict and flooding. 
 
86 new cases of separated and unaccompanied children (including 23 girls) were registered and supported with family 
tracing and reunification services, including the placement in foster families. By end of December, family tracing was 
going for a remaining caseload of 117 unaccompanied and separated children (including 42 girls) identified through the 
network of UNICEF partners across the conflict affected areas in CAR. 
 
Furthermore, 197 new cases of gender-based violence (GBV) against children (including 142 girls) were registered in 
December. This included 30 cases of rape, 58 other forms of sexual assault and abuse (such as rape attempt or 
harassment), 28 female genital mutilation (FGM), 24 cases of child marriage and 57 other cases of GBV. All the 
concerned children received assistance, including social follow-up.  

 

Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
In December the RRM published 6 alerts, four of which were related to violence. RRM partners conducted four 
assessments, three Wash interventions benefitting to 34,713 persons and five NFI interventions for 72,375 persons. 
 
In 2019 the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM), led by UNICEF since 2013, remained an essential part of the country’s 
humanitarian response. The RRM and its partners - ACF, ACTED and Solidarités International - covered about 75 per 
cent of the country with a humanitarian surveillance system, which in 2019 recorded 91 confirmed alerts. The alerts, 
about 50 per cent of which concerned violence-related displacement and 35 per cent return movements, led to a total 
of 26 exploratory missions and 47 multi-sectoral assessments.  
 
As a result, 46 non-food item (NFI) interventions took place reaching 277,692 vulnerable people including an estimated 
173,500 children (89,300 boys and 84,200 girls) with essential household items, to replace crisis-related loss and 
destruction. This included 8,938 people who were assisted through voucher-based tradeshows as an alternative to 
direct distributions (3%), and 23,145 who received high-energy biscuits as emergency food rations (8%). The 30 WASH 
relief operations, mostly conducted alongside NFI interventions, benefitted 127,693 people and included (i) an estimated 
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67,900 children (35,200 boys and 32,700 girls) and (ii) rehabilitation of 105 water points; construction of 185 emergency 
latrines; and 207 group hygiene promotion sessions.  
 
Information gathered through the humanitarian surveillance system, as well as the assessment reports shared with the 
humanitarian community, enabled responses in sectors outside RRM. About 55 per cent of RRM interventions were 
complemented by another sector, mainly food distributions by WFP and partners, but also increasingly by UNICEF 
partners in emergency health and nutrition, child protection and education. 
 
Please see for more details the RRM’s December dashboard and the 2019 dashboard.  
 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  
In November and December, as part of the Accountability to Affected Populations (AAP) program, 250 young people 
were involved in the WASH response to flood in 21 districts of Bangui. 1,000 damaged houses and 450 contaminated 
wells were assessed by the communities to help plan and prioritize the decontamination activities supported by UNICEF. 
Throughout the year, the UNICEF AAP team worked on developing collective mechanisms and approaches putting 
affected people at the center of the response were developed. A working group gathering NGOs and UN Agencies was 
put in place. The Hotline 4040 run by DRC played a key role in prevention and response to GBV. Results of perception 
surveys informed both HNO and HRP 2020. An online platform supporting data collection and loop feedback 
mechanisms was developed. 
 
Also in December, the team reviewed and updated an overarching communication plan for the response to the measles 
outbreak covering 7 health districts. The first phase of the campaign took place in December involving 584 mobilizers, 
172 criers and 117 proximity supervisors. 
In 2019, the C4D team supported four polio epidemic response rounds. The campaigns respectively materialised in 6 
of the 7 heath regions. A cumulative number of 4,639,746 people were sensitized through door-to-doors activities 
conducted by 9,004 mobilisers and 3,853 criers. Radio messages were produced and broadcasted in Sango, French 
and Fulbe. Overall an average of 93 % of parents were informed for each round. 
The C4D team also contributed to the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) Preparedness through the design of a communication 
plan and the implementation of social mobilization activities in the areas bordering DR Congo in the Southeast.  
 
Finally, in 2019, 25,100 IDPs living on four sites across the country were exposed to messages pertaining to good 
hygiene practices, birth registration, sexual exploitation, HIV and vaccination through 20 performances played by a 
theatre group. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management 
Team (SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management 
Group for Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to strengthen 
the delivery of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-
Cluster. The Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection 
Sub-Cluster. The national Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired 
with health and works through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also 
functional at the regional level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM 
coordinator, of the Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid 
Response Mechanism (RRM). The RRM Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which 
enables efficient coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community.  
 
Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 
in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 
provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to vulnerable people newly affected by shocks, and 
coordinates internally as well as with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. 
The mechanism also provides UNICEF and partners with quick and reliable information on the affected populations 
needs. This allows UNICEF to mobilize partners to address preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and 
malnutrition. UNICEF focuses on the protection needs of children, including their release from armed groups and 
reunification with their families when separated or unaccompanied, and provides the appropriate psychosocial support 
to children affected by the conflict. UNICEF contributes to providing out of school children with access to safe learning 
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spaces and quality education. UNICEF works with line ministries to reinforce the Government’s capacity in humanitarian 
coordination, leadership and response. In coordination with UNICEF development programs, the emergency response 
contributes day to day to increase people’s access to basic services in line with the commitment to strengthen the 
humanitarian-development continuum.  

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
During the reporting period, the external communication team marked the launch of UNICEF’s 2020 Humanitarian Action 
for Children (HAC) appeal on social media, with a focus on UNICEF’s programmatic priorities in CAR (e.g. protection 
from violence, malnutrition). It also highlighted the distribution of humanitarian assistance by helicopter in Yalinga, 
supported by RRM funding; as well as the response operation of 26 December in Mingala, where the Education Cluster 
was able to assess the challenges children face to go to school and deliver school and pedagogical kits in this hard to 
reach and insecure area. 
 
Media engagement represented an essential component of UNICEF CAR’s external communication efforts in 2019 and 
concentrated in particular on supporting UNICEF’s call for the protection of Central African children from the effects of 
the ongoing conflict. Communication efforts during the year also focused on social media engagement, targeting 
primarily partners and donors supporting UNICEF’s humanitarian response. To date, international media attention on 
the humanitarian situation in CAR, as well as the presence and reach of social media in the country, remain very limited.  

Next SitRep: 31 March 2020 
 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  
UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.htm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to contact for 
further information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0205 
Email: cmuhigana@unicef.org 

Paolo Marchi 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: pmarchi@unicef.org 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
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Annex A Summary of Programme Results 

  UNICEF and IPs Response Cluster/Sector Response 

Sector 
Overall 
needs 

2019 
target 

Total 
results* 

Change 
since 
last 
report 
▲▼ 

2019 
target 

Total 
results* 

Chang
e since 
last 
report 
▲▼ 

Nutrition        
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

43,055 30,570 30,065 2,658 30,570 30,065 2,658 

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  93.08% 0.68 ≥75% 93.08% 0.68 
Caregivers of children reached with infant and 
young child feeding counselling 

380,269 57,580 74,136 3,387 71,975 77,652 3,548 

Health        
Children under 5 vaccinated against measles 700,000 700,000 256,553 225,600    
Children under 5 vaccinated against polio 827,111 827,111 1,001,508 175,359    
People and children under 5 in IDP sites and 
enclaves with access to essential health services 
and medicines. 

82,068 82,068 
80,920 3,309    

WASH        
Crisis-affected people with access to safe water 
for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

964,606 400,000 300,900 4,057 771,22
4 

729,994 30,557 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate 
sanitation facilities 

428,900 150,000 13,560 100 428,90
0 

252,914 40,525 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

210,000 45,000 2,029 400 210,00
0  

 

4,269 400 

Child Protection        
Children reached with psychosocial support 
through child friendly spaces  

145,000 110,000 237,250 54,406  145,00
0 

378,866 
 

57,886 

Children released from armed forces/groups 
reached with reintegration support  

5,550 3,000 1,177 212 5,550 1,253 212 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

4,352 1,500 1,609 86 4,352 2,374 461 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

NA 1,500 1,703 197 NA NA 
 

NA 

Education        
Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) 
in areas affected by crisis out of school 
accessing education 

350,000 120,000 95,953 0 160,00
0 

129,712 5,336 

Children received learning materials 
1,282,0
00 

442,500 72,491 255 590,00
0 

336,576 1,315 

Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) attending 
school in a class led by a teacher trained in 
psychosocial support 

1,282,0
00 

442,500 70,373 0 600,00
0 

71,695 0 

# of boys and girls affected by crisis attending 
education in a school that have emergency 
preparedness and response plan  

1,282,0
00 

442,500 53,123 0 600,00
0 

54,455 0 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        
Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with 
non-food items after a shock 

250,000 250,000 277,692 72,375 
   

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

150,000 150,000 127,692 
 

34,713 
   

* Table footnotes. 
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Annex B 

 

Sector Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 
Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  10,200,000 7,192,639 4,352,130  0% 

Health 3,800,000 178,444 309,815 3,311,741 87% 

WASH 8,400,000 2,321,715 455,544 5,622,741 67% 

Child Protection 8,700,000 2,501,157 1,746,541 4,452,302 51% 

Education 11,000,000 633,444 714,233 9,652,323 88% 

HIV/AIDS 15,400,000 15,344,803 4,102,944  0% 

Cluster Coordination  1,500,000 1,388,837 277,778  0% 

Total 59,000,000 29,561,039 11,958,985 23,039,107 39% 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 
** Funding received includes contribution dedicated to the Accountability to Affected Population Project (Inter-
Agency Collective Service for Community Engagement and Accountability) 

 

 
 


