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In El Salvador, 14 percent of people are acutely 
food insecure. Hunger a�ects 46 percent more 
Salvadorians today than before the COVID-19 pandemic 
mainly due to its economic impacts, extreme climate 
events and structural challenges. Subsistence farmers 
are among the most vulnerable. They need urgent help 
to reactivate and rebuild their livelihoods, on which their 
families and communities depend for food, income and 
labour opportunities.   

What humanitarian investment in agriculture can achieve
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FAO REQUIRES
USD 5.07 million

TO ASSIST
58 000 people

With the inputs received, each household 
can produce various types of nutritious 
vegetables (chili, cilantro, cucumber, 
parsley, radish and tomato) ready for 
consumption in 4 to 16 weeks, worth 
around USD 2 521 on the local market.

Allow quick access to 
nutritious food and to 
generate income

USD 240

With the seeds provided, each household 
can cultivate 0.35 ha of land and produce 
an estimated 1.04 tonnes of maize, worth 
USD 397 on the local market.

Support a family of 4 with 
staple food for a yearUSD360

With a poultry-raising package 
(concentrated feed, mineral salts and 
material for chicken coops), a household 
can produce around 68 eggs per week 
worth USD 10 on the local market.

Enable a family to consume 
protein and sell eggs 
throughout the year

USD660



Urgency of humanitarian agricultural assistance

In El Salvador, the combined impact of the hurricanes and of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with high food prices, have hindered access to food 
for the most vulnerable people. In addition, the high probability of the 
La Niña phenomenon is likely to adversely aect harvests, which are the 
main source of food for subsistence farming families. While poverty and 
food insecurity rates are worsening, households’ purchasing power is 
decreasing, significantly aggravating the situation and forcing them to 
adopt negative coping mechanisms. 

The most aected populations are those who depend on agriculture and 
livestock production as their main source of food and income. Recovering 
their agricultural livelihoods by restoring their productive assets remains 
crucial to the humanitarian response. Providing vulnerable farmers with 
short-cycle crop seeds and tools as well as water harvesting support will 
enable them to resume food production.     

Drivers of food insecurity

907 000 people projected 

to be in acute food insecurity 

(March–May 2022)

114 400 internally displaced 

people (December 2020)

235 000 people a�ected 

by malnutrition
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Source: IPC. 2022. El Salvador: Integrated Food Security Phase Classification Snapshot, July 2021–May 2022. [online]. Rome, Italy. [Cited 16 March 2022]. 
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_ElSalvador_Acute_Food_Insec_2021July2022May_Snapshot_English.pdf. Map conforms to United Nations Geospatial El Salvador map, 2004.
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Coordination

While El Salvador does not have an activated Food Security Cluster, 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
coordinates its interventions closely with a wide range of food 
security partners in country, including government counterparts, 
local and international non-governmental organizations, and other 
United Nations agencies, such as the World Food Programme, the 
United Nations Children’s Fund and the Oice for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Aairs.

Key facts

Country population: 6.32 millionCountry population: 6.32 million

USD 13 out of 100 in food 

security assistance went to support 

rural livelihoods (2016–2020)



Priorities Type of assistance provided/
contents of assistance package

Cost per 
beneficiary 

(USD)

Number of 
beneficiaries

(people)

Total cost
(USD)

Calendar of funding deadlines and implementation

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Improve livestock 
production 

Concentrated feed, mineral salts 90 16 000 1 440 000

Material for the construction 
of chicken coops

75 12 000 900 000

Increase agricultural 
production through the 
provision of inputs and 
improved irrigation

11.36 kg of maize seeds and 
191 kg of fertilizers

90 12 000 1 080 000

Water collection tank, irrigation 
system (for 400 m) 

135 6 000 810 000

Water collection tank, piping 
and other material

120 2 000 240 000

0.45 kg of vegetable seeds (chili, 
cucumber, aromatic herbs, radish 
and tomato), tools and 91 kg of 
NPK 15-15-15 fertilizer

60 8 000 480 000

Industrial glue and tool set to 
rehabilitate rainwater collecting 
schemes

60 2 000 120 000

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this information product do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed 
lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.
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FAO Representation in El Salvador
FAO-SV@fao.org | San Salvador, 
El Salvador

O�ice of Emergencies and Resilience
OER-Director@fao.org | fao.org/emergencies
Rome, Italy

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

Month by which funding is required 
for the implementation of priorities

Planned implementation timeframe 
for priority activities

FAO priorities
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