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Table1. Provincial summary of cumulative deaths and cases for the week from 19 – 25 February 2009. 

Province 
Cumulative 
Cases for 
Week 

Cumulative 
Deaths for 
Week 

CFR % 
for 
Week 

Harare  0 0 0.0
Matabeleland South 37 0 0.0
Bulawayo 0 0 0.0
Matabeleland North 3 0 0.0
Midlands 329 9 2.7
Mashonaland East 182 11 6.0
Manicaland 457 12 2.6
Mashonaland Central 1090 18 1.7
Masvingo  593 25 4.2
Mashonaland  West 368 32 8.7
Total  3059 107 3.5

 
 
 Week 7 (08-14 Feb) Week 8 (15-21 Feb)
Suspected cases 7,458 5,443 
Suspected deaths 217 234 
ICFR  1.3% 1.7% 
CFR 2.9% 4.3% 
 
For week 8 (15th till 21st February 2009) WHO report that the number of cases (5,443) decreased from the 
previous week; however the number of deaths increased to 234.  
 
A recent WASH and Health assessment from Mutare (Zimbabwe’s third largest city) was undertaken in 
response to reports of a growing number of cases from Sakupwa (pop 75,000) and Dandabwura (pop 
50,000), a high density suburb of that city. The report highlights the joint problems being faced of lack of clean 
water, poor sanitation and a lack of health monitoring and outreach. The suggested response includes:  

1. Chlorination of the water through the reticulation system which is currently not treated due to lack of 
chemicals.  

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
• The Cholera epidemic is still not under control; however the number of cases appears to be 

decreasing, it is hoped that figures next week may confirm this trend.  
• Cumulative number of Cholera cases since August 2008 as of 25 February 2009 is 83,631 
• Cumulative number of Cholera deaths since August 2008 as of 25 February 2009 is 3,879 
 

II. Situation Overview 
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2. Distribution of UNICEF hygiene kits in conjunction with awareness raising and use of IEC materials  
3. Provision of emergency water supplies in Dandabwura through water trucking while a more durable 

solution can be found such as installation of a water pump  
4. A rapid assessment is required for those living downstream from Mutare in Dora as raw sewagw is 

being discharged into the river which passes their community  
 
The consensus from many humanitarian agencies is that the cholera crisis will not be brought under control 
without large scale repair of the water and sewage treatment facilities in the country. Given the time frame 
required for large engineering works such as these and a lack of funding for this type of intervention this gap 
will likely remain and could well mean cholera may reduce but will not be curbed in the dry season and is 
almost certain to reoccur later this year when the rains start again.  
 
During the week a visiting mission of UN officials from OCHA, UNICEF, WFP and WHO came to Zimbabwe to 
see the situation in the country for themselves.  
 
"From what we have heard from members of the international community, and seen from our visits to 
several areas in the field, it is obvious that humanitarian needs in the country remain grave," 
Catherine Bragg, UN Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, who led a five-day UN mission to Zimbabwe, told reporters in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, on 26 February.1 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assistant Secretary General Catherine Bragg visits a Cholera Treatment Centre in Hwedza District 
 
 

 
Education 
• The opening of schools is of serious concern to the humanitarian community in the face of the cholera 
outbreak. Having large numbers of children in such close proximity and without access to clean water and 
sanitation presents a serious risk of infection.  
 

                                                 
1 http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/b2e113187e0f38d5fbc4a1137fc5112c.htm  

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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• The Education working group, together with WASH have formed a small technical group on Cholera and 
have developed a strategy, IEC materials and basic hygiene materials (kits) required for distribution, hopefully 
prior to, or soon after opening of schools. In addition, the working group and Ministry hope to re-activate the 
school Health Masters programme. 
 
• It will take time to address infrastructure issues in schools, in the mean time the WASH cluster is looking for 
assistance to provide hygiene kits for schools.  
 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
• Needs 
The WASH cluster reports that sewer blockages in high density suburbs need to be urgently addressed.  
Despite works undertaken so far rehabilitation of water points is progressing slowly and given the need for 
clean water this should be urgently undertaken. A recent survey of six rehabilitated water points has shown 
that half had become re-infected, this underscores the need to complete rehabilitation but also to continue 
monitoring of water sources and water points.  
 
Despite work on awareness campaigns, training and extensive use of IEC materials there still exist 
misconceptions on cholera prevention measures due to the spread of wrong information, especially in Makoni 
district. Cholera awareness campaigns need to be intensified in the areas were fresh outbreaks are reported. 
The cluster has reported that posters and printed materials are being used for wrapping goods, as writing 
paper and in other ways misused due to the shortage of glue to post posters and a general shortage of paper 
in the country. The Cluster is looking at ways to address this issue. There is also a need for continued Health 
and Hygiene Education in both residential areas and food outlets.  
 
Human traffic between high incidence locations of Bulawayo and Beitbridge, through Gwanda district is a 
likely transmission route for the disease and is increasing risks of cholera outbreaks. In Hwange prevention 
measures are also needed as the high level of mobility between Hwange and Binga effects this location.  
 

 
A recently installed bush-pump in Budiriro, Harare photo from a UNICEF field trip 

 
Logistics 
• There have been significant delays in procurement and logistics of items essential to fighting cholera from 
non-food items (NFIs). Delays have been caused by difficulties in procuring such large amounts of NFIs within 
the region and several organisation report that while producers in South Africa are working hard to meet the 
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needs their capacity is being overstretched. In addition there is a bottleneck at Beitbridge, the primary entry 
point from South Africa into Zimbabwe, which can result in delays of up to three weeks.  
 
• Despite the above mentioned delays UNICEF procured NFI stocks are now arriving in the country and will, 
with assistance from WFP, be transported to five warehouses around the country for allocation to UNICEF 
implementing partners who will in turn distribute to beneficiaries in priority areas.  
 
Health 
• To date it has been difficult to quantify needs as the Cholera outbreak has spread with such speed and 
there are few INGO actors in the sector. OCHA is working to assist WHO as the cluster lead is developing a 
tool to collect Who, What, Where and When (4W) to better inform the response, identify gaps, advocate for 
additional resources and better coordinate the response.  
 
• There are currently 319 active Cholera Treatment Centres.  
 
• Stakeholders have reported shortages of ORS (Oral Rehydration Salts) needed to treat cholera.  
 
 

WASH  
Coordination meetings continue. This week a smaller number of agencies reported on the 4W tool, however 
this is likely due to changes in the format of the report and it is hoped reporting will be better next week as 
agencies become used to the new format. 
 
The Centre for Affordable Water and Sanitation Technology (CAWST) in Partnership with Seeds of Hope 
International Partnerships (SHIP), will deliver a five day Project Implementation for the Bio-sand Filter 
Workshop from March 9th through March 13th, 2009 in Harare, Zimbabwe. The training course will fully 
prepare participants to implement successful household Bio-Sand filter projects. For more information 
contact: Langton or Chido Gatsi at 091223884, 0912223911 or email gatsi@ecoweb.co.zw 
 
 
HEALTH  
The roll out of decentralised C4 structures to the provincial level is ongoing and should increase the 
effectiveness of coordination at the field level.  
 

 
No Change. 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

 
Muktar Farah  
(Acting) Head of Office (Harare), +263 11 617 732 
 
Rania Dagash 
Desk Officer (New York), +1 917 637 3668  
 
Elizabeth Byrs 
Press contact (Geneva), +41 22 917 2653 
 
Stephanie Bunker 
Press contact (New York), +1 917 367 5126 

 
For more information, please visit http://ochaonline.un.org/CholeraSituation/tabid/5147/language/en-
US/Default.aspx 
To be added or deleted from this mailing list, please email muwani@un.org or visit 
www.ochaonline.un.org/Zimbabwe  

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 
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