
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 

www.unocha.org 

 
This report is produced by the OCHA Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP) on behalf of the ISCG. The updates 
below cover activities carried out between 30 July and 12 August 2022 and provide an overview of response activities to 
meet the needs articulated in the Humanitarian Needs and Priorities (HNP) Plan. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• An estimated 5.7 million people are in need of 
humanitarian assistance, with 4.9 million being food 
insecure. A total of 1.7 million are prioritized through 
the Humanitarian Needs and Priorities (HNP) Plan, 
launched on 9 June 2022. 

• The HNP Plan calls for US$47.2 million to implement 
responses to lifesaving priorities between June and 
September 2022, with a particular emphasis on 
averting a further deterioration of needs in lifesaving 
sectors and thus prevent a full-scale humanitarian 
crisis. 

• The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has 
approved a US$5 million rapid response allocation to 
address urgent needs on food assistance, basic 
agricultural and livelihoods support, vital and essential 
medicines and supplies, child protection, nutrition, safe 
water and education in priority districts. 

• Harvesting for the Yala season has begun in some 
areas of Sri Lanka. A significant decline in yields is 
expected, compounded by the shortage of fuel and 
fertiliser. The Government of Sri Lanka is rationing fuel 
and has implemented fuel subsidies for mechanised 
harvesting to mitigate the situation. 

• Heavy rains in early August have caused floods and 
landslides in parts of Sri Lanka, displacing more than 
12,000 people and further compounding the 
humanitarian situation. 

 

KEY FIGURES 

5.7M1 
People in Need 
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People Targeted 

373.1K 
People Reached 
(as of 16 August 2022) 

21.6% 
% Reached  

 

 

 

1 Out of 5.7 million people in need, 4.9 million people are food insecure. For a detailed breakdown of people in need by sector, see https://hum-
insight.info/plan/1107  
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Sri Lanka continues to experience an unprecedented economic crisis with high inflation, rising commodity prices, power 
shortages and lack of fuel. The crisis is deepened by a serious reduction in agricultural production caused by a failed 
agricultural transition. Following heavy shortages of food, fuel, medicines, and other essential items, mass protests broke 
out in March 2022. On 13 July, the President of Sri Lanka left the country and the Prime Minister, in his capacity as an 
acting President, declared a state of emergency.  

While food inflation remains at a record high, the price of rice has stabilized during the last reporting period, with the 
supply of paddy having increased. However, with reduced yields expected in the upcoming harvest season, the situation 
is likely to deteriorate before it gets better. Prices for other food items continue to increase due to rising fuel prices, 
shortages of fertiliser and a shortage of animal meal. 

On 15 August, President Ranil Wickremesinghe instructed the heads of government agencies to limit government 
expenditure, and the introduction of a fuel rationing system has helped to some extent alleviate fuel shortages. This is 
expected to provide some relief to farmers during the harvesting of the Yala season, which has already begun in some 
areas, and the government has established mechanisms to supply fuel for mechanised harvesting. Still, many 
humanitarian partners continue to report challenges in their ability to access communities. 

The Ministry of Health developed an emergency nutrition plan with the support of WFP and other development agencies, 
but details of the plan are still being worked on. 

Heavy rains in the beginning of August have caused floods and landslides, in which at least five people have died and 
more than 12,000 people have been displaced. 

Starting in mid-July there has been an increase in COVID-19 cases, culminating on 10 August with 227 cases reported. 
While cases are again on the decline, the numbers need to be treated with caution as active cases are barely tracked and 
new, more transmissive variants such Omicron BA.5, are on the rise. Also, during the reporting period, dengue cases 
have been identified, predominantly in the western part of Sri Lanka, but also in Kandy, Galle, Puttalam, Kurunegala, 
Kegalle and Rathnapura. 

Ever since the economic crisis escalated, there has been a marked increase in high-risk child protection incidents such as 
sexual assault, physical abuse and child negligence. Officials predict that the situation will further deteriorate with an 
increasing number of child protection cases occurring, unless the current crisis is mitigated. Save the Children conducted 
a rapid needs assessment which confirmed this negative trend.  

The Sri Lankan government announced that starting 15 August, schools will be open again five days a week, after 
previously being open only three days a week. Transportation to and from schools remains a key constraint for both 
students and teachers, but due to the government intervention and the introduction of the fuel supply rationing, 
transportation has become more stable again. 
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FUNDING  

Sri Lanka HNP 2022 

US$47.2 million requested 

 

 

Funding by sector (in million US$) as of 16 Aug 2022 

 

 

 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-

kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org or through the link https://fts.unocha.org/content/report-contribution  
 
 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

Key Cumulative Response Figures Since 9 June 2022 

Sector Activity People Reached 

Agriculture & 
Livelihoods 

Number of farmers receiving legume seeds material and cash assistance to 
re-engage in agriculture 

7,508 

Education 

Number of children accessing uninterrupted learning 48,000 

Number of children receiving individual learning materials 274,381 

Food Security 

Number of individuals supported with food assistance 72,809 

Number of individuals receiving cash and voucher assistance 3,720 

Number of pregnant and lactating women receiving the pregnancy cash 
transfer for nutrition items 

2,400 

Health  
Number of persons accessing continued primary healthcare through facilities 
receiving lifesaving essential medicines, supplies and devices 

1,200 

Nutrition 

Number of children receiving meals 10,532 

Number of public preschool children receiving a meal through the preschool 
meal programme 

1,258 

Number of Women assisted with Nutrition pack 1,668 

mailto:fts@un.org
https://fts.unocha.org/content/report-contribution
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Protection 

Number of children and parents/caregivers accessing mental health and 
psychosocial support 

584 

Number of children who have received individual case management 455 

Number of parents and caregivers reached with messages on positive 
parenting and MHPSS 

2,079 

WASH 
Number of people in urban, estate and rural sectors accessing safe water 
through water quality improvements 

31,450 

 

  Agriculture and Livelihoods 

Response: 

• 1,240 beneficiaries (small scale artisanal marine fishers owning traditional non-motorised 
single day boats) have received unconditional cash transfer across the districts of 
Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu and Trincomalee. 

• 310 identified farmers (30 per cent females, 70 per cent males) have been provided with 
cash for work in seven districts (Kurunegala. Puttalam, Mannar, Anuradhapura, Vavuniya, 
Trincomalee, and Polanaruwa) at a value of USD 4,116 (LKR 1,472,000) to prepare their 
cultivation land covering 184 acres. 

• 353 farmers (30 per cent females and 70 per cent males) have been provided with 2,775 kg cowpie seeds in seven 
districts to cover 222 acres of cultivation land (average of 175 kg of seeds per acre). 

• 1,310 farmers (30 per cent females and 70 per cent males) were provided with 11,530 kg of green gram seeds in 
seven districts to cover 1153 acres of cultivation land.  

Constraints: 

• Challenges in procurement processes due to limited suppliers for standard seeds.  

• The lack of fuel impairs a variety of farmer activities, such as field work operations and partner-level monitoring. 
 

  Food Security 

Response: 

• 10,545 people received in kind food assistance (dry rations) across four districts between 
1 and 15 August. 

• 875 children under five years, pregnant mothers, lactating mothers received food 
assistance in Monaragala, Trincomalee, Puttalam & Mullathivu districts between 30 July 
to 12 August. 

• 8,789 (School 5,032+ preschool 3,757) children received school meals across seven districts between 1 and 15 
August. 

• 369 additional pregnant women received value vouchers amounting to LKR 15,000 in three urban poor communities 
in Colombo from 2 to 10 August. 

Constraints: 

• Some activities were delayed or paused due to fuel shortages. However, the situation has improved compared to last 
month due to the implementation of a National Level Fuel Pass system. 

• Rapidly increasing prices of food commodities, especially chicken and eggs, have impacted community kitchen 
programs. 
 
 
 
 
 

1,240 
Artisanal marine fishers 

received unconditional 

cash transfers. 

10,545 
People received in-kind 

food assistance. 



 Sri Lanka Multi-dimensional Crisis | Situation Report No. 1 | 5 

 

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
www.unocha.org 

  Nutrition 

Response: 

• 220 people (PW 167 + LM 53) received Nutrition Packs in one district between 1 and 15 
August. 

Constraints: 

• Delays in procuring commodities, particularly in the bulk purchase of dry rations and 
nutrition packs. 

 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Response: 

No updates in the reporting period. 

Constraints: 

No updates in the reporting period. 
 

  Health 

Response: 

• Essential medicine for up to 51,000 people has been procured and delivered to healthcare 
facilities. 

• Antibiotic medication and insulin have been procured and arrived in country. This 
medication can support up to 10,000 patients.  

• Surgical gloves have been procured which can be used for up to 50,000 surgeries. 

• In support of the health sector, magnesium sulphate for up to 4,000 patients and Misoprostol for up to 22,500 patients 
has been provided. 

• The Ministry of Health was provided with condoms for 15,000 people. 

• Syphilis kits which can support testing of up to 12,350 persons have arrived in country. 

• Real Time Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) test kits for monkeypox were provided to the Government of Sri Lanka 
on 5 August. The kits may be used for diagnosis of up to 730 monkeypox cases. 

Constraints: 

• Delays in shipping and air freights due to cancellations has delayed distribution of medicines and commodities. 

 

  Protection 

Response: 

• 261 children and parents/caregivers accessed mental health and psychosocial support 
(MHPSS) in five districts between 30 July and 12 August. 

• 112 children received individual case management support in ten districts between 30 
July and 12 August. 

• 822 parents and caregivers were reached with messages on positive parenting and 
MHPSS in five districts between 30th July to 12th August  

• 16 frontline workers provided with basic MHPSS training.  

Constraints: 

• Child protection and education services are disrupted due to the ongoing economic-political and fuel crisis in the 
country. In addition, service providers are mentally traumatized due to inflation and the current uncertain situation, 
and in need of self-care support. 

• Frontline humanitarian aid workers lack fuel for field visits, home visits, care and protection support. Service providers 
are currently only working two days per week. 

220 
People received nutrition 

packs 

51,000 
People receiving 

essential medicines 

261 

Children and 

parents/caregivers 

accessed mental health 

and psychosocial 

support. 
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• The ongoing crisis is hindering active participation by community members in common activities implemented at the 
community level. As a result, a reduction in community contribution to the humanitarian response activities can be 
observed.  

 

  Education 

Response: 

• 8,789 (School 5,032+ preschool 3,757) children received school meals across seven 
districts between 1 and 12 of August. 

Constraints: 

• The limited working hours of government officials continued to be a key challenge 

including limited capacity for the monitoring of site visits. 

• Some activities are delayed or paused due to the fuel shortage. However, compared to last month, the situation has 

been improving due to the implementation of National Level Fuel Pass system. 

 

GENERAL COORDINATION 

The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) agreed to set up a humanitarian coordination structure complementing and 
consistent with the implementation of the HNP Plan. The HCT, led by the Resident Coordinator with support from OCHA 
and composed of heads of agency represented in the HNP, has been meeting weekly for strategic discussions and 
decision-making on issues around the HNP. At the operational level, there is an Inter-Sectoral Coordination Group 
(ISCG), co-led by OCHA and the Resident Coordinator’s Office (RCO), that meets every two weeks to facilitate 
coordination with sector lead agencies. Thematic working groups such as Information Management and Analysis Working 
Group (IMAWG), co-chaired by WFP and OCHA/RCO, and the Cash Working Group (CWG), co-chaired by WFP, 
UNICEF, SCI and RCO, are active and meet every two weeks. A task team on Accountability to Affected People (AAP) 
and Protection against Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) was constituted within the ISCG to discuss and come up 
with collective mechanisms for AAP and PSEA. 

There are 32 assessments either completed, ongoing or planned: Nine assessments are completed as of early August.  
Ten assessments in the sectors of food security and livelihoods, nutrition and protection are ongoing, and 13 
assessments in the sectors of food security and livelihoods, health and protection are planned between August and 
December 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8,789 
Children received school 

meals. 

Background on the crisis 
The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) in Sri Lanka, under the leadership of the Resident Coordinator, has launched a Humanitarian Needs and 
Priorities (HNP) Plan on 9 June 2022. This Plan targets 1.7 million people in need of humanitarian assistance, amounting to $47.2 million with 
particular focus on critical and urgent life-saving needs, to avert further deterioration of the situation and preventing a full-scale humanitarian crisis. 
Currently, Sri Lanka is experiencing multi-dimensional crisis compounded by food insecurity, threatened livelihoods, shortage of essential medical 
items and rising protection concerns. The economic crisis is the worst since the country’s independence in 1948. This is further exacerbated by the 
political instability of the country as citizens call for reform in government and the people have lost trust in Government institutions. The dynamics of 
government bureaucracy have significantly affected operations as many agencies are partnering with government counterparts for the humanitarian 
response. Moreover, the fuel shortage in the country has impeded humanitarian operations and requires innovative ways and complementation of 
available resources to be able to reach the people in need. The international community is enjoined to support and advocate to relevant 
stakeholders for an agile and timely humanitarian assistance. 

For further information, please contact:  
Christian Keilbach, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, christian.keilbach@un.org  
 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org | https://reliefweb.int/disaster/ce-2022-000199-lka | 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/sri-lanka 

https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-humanitarian-coordination-structure-8-july-2022
mailto:christian.keilbach@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
https://reliefweb.int/disaster/ce-2022-000199-lka
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/sri-lanka

