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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

  
      Date: 26 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 9432 new COVID-19 cases, 8 deaths on 25 January; Omicron variant confirmed for the first time in 4 
samples from Sudurpashchim Province; infection rate has increased to 60% in Karnali Province; third wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic should start to ebb 3 weeks after its onset, according to Chief of Epidemiology and Disease 
Control Division; rate of COVID-19 infection is 49.8% showing weakening of the virus which could lead to its gradual 
end, says Dr Sher Bahadur Pun; hospital admissions and deaths will continue to rise even after this wave peaks  

• With as many as 500 children under the age of 18 testing positive for COVID-19 daily, experts stress that vaccination is 
the only way to keep this vulnerable group safe and secure our population  

• Kathmandu Valley denizens unwilling to go for testing even if all family members are showing COVID-19-like symptoms 
as they don’t have space to isolate in case they test positive; Lumbini’s Taulihawa bazaar starts free Antigen Test 
campaign at different chowks  

• Omicron infections might lead to the end of COVID-19 pandemic in Europe, according to World Health Organization 
Europe Director Hans Kluge 

 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Supreme Court orders federal and provincial governments to ease supply of Cetamol; pharmaceutical body assures 
there will not be shortage of any medicine produced in Nepal; Health Ministry has distributed paracetamol to 16 
Kathmandu hospitals 

 

  

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 9 432 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 927 880,  
while the death toll reached 11667 as 8 fatalities were recorded. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 89.2%,  
while the fatality rate stands at 1.4%.2 

The Omicron variant has been confirmed in 4 samples for the first time in the Sudurpashchim Province. Out of the 146 
samples sent for gene sequencing in Kathmandu, the Omicron variant was confirmed in 4, according to the Provincial Public 
Health Laboratory of Dhangadhi.3  

The COVID-19 infection rate increased to 60% in Karnali Province on 25 January. The infected are in every household in 
recent days and the infection rate will spike in the next 2 weeks, as per Dr KN Paudel of the Province Hospital of Karnali. But 
many people who are showing the COVID-19-like symptoms do not want to get tested, as per him.4 

The government officials of Nepal have estimated that the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic, spread by the Omicron variant, 
will start subsiding gradually after the third week of the beginning of the pandemic. The situation will start to normalize after 
three weeks, said Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, Chief of the Epidemiology and Disease Control Division. If there is no 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Onlinekhabar 
4 Onlinekhabar 
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unprecedented growth in the number of people being admitted to hospitals, our health system and infrastructure can handle 
the pressure of this wave, he added.5  

The rate of COVID-19 infection is 49.8% in Nepal based on the tests done in the past 24 hours. The rate of infection is 
becoming weaker gradually as the Omicron variant is less fatal as compared to other variants, doctors say. The third wave has 
become weaker despite the spread of infection because the immunity power of people has increased and T-cells have become 
more active, according to infectious disease expert Dr Sher Bahadur Pun. Use of vaccines and massive infection drive is 
leading to the gradual end of COVID-19 infection, he said.6 

The public has assumed the Omicron variant to not be fatal and like the common cold. But the scenes at the hospitals of 
Kathmandu Valley tell a different story — the pressure of COVID-19 patients in the hospitals’ ICUs is increasing and COVID-19 
deaths are also increasing. The hospital admission rate and deaths will increase for 2-3 weeks after the pandemic reaches its 
peak, according to Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, Chief of the Epidemiology and Disease Control Division. Those infected in the 
third wave of COVID-19 pandemic will reach hospitals a few weeks later, as per infectious disease expert Dr Anup Subedee. 
The hospital admission rate will increase all of a sudden after a few weeks as the infection has spread to the community, 
added another infectious disease expert Dr Sher Bahadur Pun.7  

Children have not been spared in the ongoing surge driven by the highly contagious Omicron variant. The infection rate among 
children has increased in the past 2 weeks. As many as 500 children under 18 have tested positive daily. The children, most of 
who are yet to receive the first dose if they qualify for a vaccine, are highly vulnerable to COVID-19. Protecting children, 
especially infants, toddlers and preschoolers, has sent parents scrambling as no COVID-19 vaccine has been approved for 
kids under 5 yet. Experts say that vaccination is the only proven intervention to lessen the severity and deaths from COVID-19 
infection, now and in future. “Providing vaccine to the maximum number of people is the only way to lessen the loss. As the 
government has already decided to inoculate children between 5 and 11, authorities concerned should make a deal at the 
earlier so that we can secure our population,” said Dr Biraj Karmacharya, an epidemiologist.8  

The denizens of Kathmandu Valley are unwilling to go for PCR test despite all family members showing COVID-19-like 

 
5 Kantipur 
6 Nayapatrika 
7 Onlinekhabar 
8 The Kathmandu Post 
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symptoms. They say if they test positive, they need to stay in isolation, which is not possible in their case as they share limited 

space in their rented rooms where isolation is not possible. They also complained of the local levels being complacent in 

arranging isolation centers, free PCR tests among other things for the suspects like in the earlier waves. 9 

An Antigen Test camp has begun at different chowks of Taulihawa bazar of Lumbini amidst the rapid spread of the COVID-19 

pandemic. The initiative is being done to provide the ease of the service to recipients. The tests are being done free of cost 

along with giving free counseling.10 

The Omicron variant of coronavirus has taken the COVID-19 pandemic into a new phase, and it might lead to the end of the 

pandemic in Europe, says Hans Kluge, World Health Organization Europe Director. It's plausible that the region is moving 

towards a kind of pandemic endgame, he said and added that Omicron could infect 60% of Europeans by March. He also said 

once the current surge of Omicron currently sweeping across Europe subsides, there will be for quite some weeks and months 

of global immunity, either due to the vaccine or because people have immunity due to the infection, and also lowering 

seasonality. We anticipate that there will be a period of quiet before COVID-19 may come back towards the end of the year, 

but not necessarily the pandemic coming back, Kluge said.11  

The Supreme Court has issued an order to the federal and provincial governments of all 7 provinces to ease the supply of 

Cetamol and to avoid its shortage.12  

The Association of Pharmaceutical Producers of Nepal has said there is no shortage of any medicine including Cetamol in 

Nepal and has asked the public to not believe in rumors. It also assured that there will not be a shortage of any kind of 

medicine that’s manufactured in Nepal in near future as well.13 

There is a demand for 70 000 000 pills of Cetamol in the Nepali market every year, according to the Association of 

 
9 Kantipur 
10 Nagarik 
11 Nagarik 
12 Ratopati 
13 Setopati 
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Pharmaceutical Producers of Nepal. The demand has increased at present because people have been keeping  

a stock of the medicine at their homes amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. Of the total demand, 99% is supplied by  

Nepali drug manufacturers.14  

The Ministry of Health and Population has distributed paracetamol to 16 hospitals of Kathmandu Valley. A total of 88 000 

tablets, each of 500 mg, has been distributed to those hospitals.15 

A team led by the Chief District Officer of Lalitpur Ghanashyam Upadhyay has done market monitoring in Lalitpur to check  

the availability of medicines including Cetamol. It found that though there is low stock of the medicine, there is no shortage  

of Cetamol as of now. An instruction was also given to the pharmacists to sell the medicine in a way to ensure that  

there is no shortage.16  

Nepal lacks sufficient amounts of medicines needed for people infected with COVID-19. As such health experts have blamed 

that the government has not learnt from the consequences created by the shortage of the medicines in the previous waves. 

We don’t have Cetamol, syringes to administer the vaccine, said Dr Bhola Rijal, adding that the country has become numb due 

to the shortage of medicines and trained human resources. Dr Dhundi Paudel added it is a sad situation that even the hospitals 

do not have medicines.17  

 

 

 

 
14 Onlinekhabar 
15 Ratopati 
16 Onlinekhabar 
17 Annapurna Post 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

INFECTIONS 

A total of 216 healthcare workers — doctors, 114 nurses and other staff — have been infected with COVID-19 at the  
BP Koirala Institute of Health Sciences, Dharan. This has affected the hospital's regular services — operation, OPD,  
and ward round.18  

With the spread of the third wave of coronavirus, a total of 537 doctors and healthcare workers have tested positive for COVID-
19 in hospitals and health institutions of Chitwan.19  

A total of 122 healthcare workers of Koshi Hospital of Province 1 have been infected with COVID-19 and all of them are in 
home isolation.20  

A total of 4 healthcare workers are deployed to test people for COVID-19 who are entering Nepal from India at the health desk 
at Jhulaghat border checkpost of Baitadi. They have been forced to rent rooms at a nearby Indian market due to the lack of a 
place to stay in Nepal. Yet as the security personnel of both countries padlock the bridge at the Jhulaghat border check post at 
5:00 pm and open it at 7:45 am, they are always in a rush to head to their rooms on time. This often leads them to stop doing 
COVID-19 tests as they need to enter India before the bridge is closed. As such 2 of them have started to stay in a room of 
Mahakali customs — with this there has been some ease in COVID-19 testing of the people entering Nepal.21 

 
18 Kantipur 
19 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
20 Annapurna Post 
21 Kantipur 
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PREVENTIVE MEASURES & SUSPENSION OF SERVICES/EXAMS 

The District Administration Office Mahottari has implemented a ‘No Vaccine Card No Service’ system. The provision has been 
introduced to control the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.22 

Kesharpur Primary Health Center at Melauli of Baitadi has suspended all its health services except for emergency after the 4 
healthcare workers working there tested positive for COVID-19.23 

The District Election Office Kanchanpur has been closed indefinitely after its staff tested positive for COVID-19.24  

Dhangadhi Sub-Metropolitan City has suspended all its services other than emergency after some of its staff tested positive for 
COVID-19 while others are showing COVID-19-like symptoms.25  

The Nepal Red Cross Society, Bhadrapur has resumed its mask bank with an increase in the risk of COVID-19 infection. The 
bank uses volunteers to distribute face masks free of cost.26  

The COVID-19 vaccine card has been mandatory for those entering Manang district. The card has been made mandatory for 
tourists as well as others visiting the district. 27 

The odd-even number plate system has added to the woes of people commuting via public vehicles in Kathmandu Valley — 
the number of people out and about has not decreased, only the number of vehicles has decreased. This has increased 
crowding in the vehicles, further adding to the risk of the spread of infection.28 

Amidst the rapid spread of the COVID-19 infection, the Council of the Technical Education and Vocational Training (CTEVT) 
has postponed all its exams for now.29  

 
22 Onlinekhabar 
23 Nagarik 
24 Onlinekhabar 
25 Setopati 
26 Onlinekhabar 
27 Baarhakhari 
28 Ratopati 
29 Onlinekhabar 
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The CPN-UML has accused Krishna Chandra Nepali Pokharel, Chief Minister of Gandaki Province, of not being able to control 
the COVID-19 pandemic. It has said life has been affected with the onset of the third wave of pandemic but the government 
has not done anything to address the situation.30 

The government has released a total of Rs 37 530 000 000 for the control and containment of COVID-19 pandemic  
as of now.31  

VACCINATION: DRIVE & STATUS 

Hariwan Municipality of Sarlahi district has launched a door-to-door vaccination campaign against COVID-19. Healthcare 

workers of the municipality visit the houses of all residents and administer COVID-19 vaccines. The door-to-door vaccination 

drive has been launched at wards 3 and 4 and will take off in all the remaining wards soon.32  

The number of people getting the vaccine against COVID-19 has increased in Syangja after the vaccine card was made 

mandatory for people to get government services. Worried that they would not get the services, even those who did not believe 

in vaccines or were afraid to get the jab have started visiting the immunization centers to get the shot.33  

The government is set to open schools from 29 January to 3 February to administer the vaccine against COVID-19  

to the students.34  

Nepal has received 1 660 000 doses of Moderna vaccine via the COVAX facility. The vaccine, which arrived on 24 January, 

will be administered to the children aged 12 to 17.35  

The vaccination drive in different places of Lumbini Province has been halted due to the shortage of syringes to administer the 

vaccine. Meanwhile, the vaccine is not available as per the age group, which has deprived the target population from getting 

 
30 Annapurna Post 
31 Annapurna Post 
32 The Kathmandu Post 
33 Setopati 
34 Setopati 
35 Setopati 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   10 

the jab against COVID-19.36 

A total of 51% of the population above the age of 18 has taken complete doses of the COVID-19 vaccine in Doti. According to 

District Health Office Doti, 93 089 have taken the first dose, while 72 250 have taken the complete doses of the vaccine.37  

A total of 223 944 people have taken the booster dose of vaccine against COVID-19 in Nepal. The government is 

administering the booster dose to those above the age of 60 and frontliners who have taken both doses of the vaccine.38  

Minister for Health, Population and Family Welfare of Lumbini Province Indrajit Tharu has said that all the citizens of the 

province will be vaccinated against COVID-19 by March 14. So far, 80% and 70% of the population has been  

administered the first and full dose respectively, he informed, adding that preparations were underway to vaccinate between 

the 12-17 age group.39  

HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 

Nepal gave attention to its health sector like the rest of the world with the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. The budget 

was also released to construct health infrastructures and to control the pandemic. However, as the construction of the 

infrastructure is not completed yet, it signals a crisis that might be seen during the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic in the 

country. Dr Lochan Karki, President of Nepal Medical Association, says the government has not paid enough to the 

development of infrastructures.40  

The oxygen plants of Nepal have the capacity to produce about 17 000 liters of oxygen per day, according to Gaurav Sharada, 

President of Nepal Oxygen Gas Manufacturers Association. As such there will not be a shortage of oxygen in the country if a 

crisis like in the past comes. But the lack of sufficient oxygen cylinders might create a problem. The private sector has nearly 

 
36 Kantipur 
37 Onlinekhabar 
38 Ratopati 
39 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
40 Annapurna Post 
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125 000 cylinders and nearly 50 000 of them are not in the system. Many cylinders got lost during the second wave, as per 

Sharada. The cylinders given to hospitals have also not been returned.41  

Last year Salyan District Hospital purchased medical equipment and tools worth Rs 20 million to be used in the treatment of 

coronavirus patients. But the equipment and tools meant for the Intensive Care Unit of the hospital remain unused in the 

absence of skilled manpower. The 40-bed district hospital does not have an ICU and ventilator facility, which has forced 

doctors at the hospital to refer critically ill patients to health facilities outside the district.42  

The ventilators in Arjundhara Municipality and Birtamode Municipality of Jhapa have not come into use amidst the crisis due to 

the lack of trained human resources to operate them.43  

Nepali Congress leader Krishna Prasad Sitaula inaugurated an oxygen plant with the capacity to produce 110 cylinders in a 

day at the Mechi Hospital, Bhadrapur, Jhapa on 24 January.44  

The shortage of blood is increasing in the country amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. The collection of blood has reduced with 

the COVID-19 infection spreading in the community. The administering of the booster dose has also affected the blood 

collection — one cannot donate blood for up to 14  days after taking a vaccine as it might cause side effects.45 

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) taking serious note of the present situation created by the third wave of 

COVID-19 whereby citizens are being deprived of health benefits from the government, including availability of paracetamol, 

urged the government to work more effectively to tackle the ongoing crisis. The NHRC commissioners, at a meeting with the 

top level government authorities, asked for swift, transparent and result-oriented efforts to firth the recent COVID-19 wave.46  

 
41 Annapurna Post 
42 The Kathmandu Post 
43 Baahrakhari 
44 The Himalayan Times 
45 Annapurna Post 
46 The Himalayan Times 
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A school in Safnebagar Municipality of Achham has been conducting classes visiting the toles (local areas) after it was 

impossible to conduct physical classes due to the COVID-19 infection. The school that has 732 students has made 11 tole 

classes where subject teachers reach different toles every week and conduct classes in public places.47 

The tourism entrepreneurs and laborers of the tourism industry in Pokhara are worried they will reach a situation like  

that of 6 months ago due to the rapid spread of the Omicron variant. As the arrival of guests stops with the spread of  

infection, the tourism sector is sure to suffer losses. With losses it will be a headache for the entrepreneurs to manage their 

staff and laborers.48  

International News  

A fresh outbreak in Beijing has prompted authorities to test millions and impose new measures 2 weeks ahead of the opening 
of the Winter Olympics, even as Chinese officials on 24 January lifted a month long lockdown in the northern city of Xi’an and 
its 13 million residents. In the capital, 2 million residents of Fengtai district underwent testing following the discovery of more 
than 3 dozen cases in the capital. Targeted testing was being conducted at residential communities in 6 other districts.49 

India’s COVID-19 infections, led by the Omicron variant, may see a sharp rise in the coming weeks, some top experts said, 
noting that the variant was already in community transmission and hospitals were seeing more patients despite a decline in 
cases in major cities.50  

Hong Kong has told some civil servants to work from home from 25 January, and some banks have given similar instructions 
to staff following a spate of COVID-19 infections in the Asian financial hub a week before the busy Lunar New Year holiday.51 

People who aren’t vaccinated against COVID-19 are no longer allowed in France’s restaurants, bars, tourist sites and sports 

 
47 Onlinekhabar 
48 Nagarik 
49 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
50 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
51 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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venues unless they recently recovered from the virus. The new law came into effect on 24 January requiring a ‘vaccine pass’ 
that is central to the government’s anti-virus strategy.52  

Pakistani authorities on 24 January launched a nationwide anti-polio campaign even as coronavirus infections surge. The 
previous campaign took place weeks ago when Pakistan witnessed decline in COVID-19 cases.53  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
52 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
53 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
Gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 

 

Reference Code: 26JAN26MM_119  
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https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

