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HOSTILITIES IN JONGLEI
Jonglei State saw a worsening of the humanitarian situation as 
inter-communal clashes against rival communities added to armed 
hostilities between the national army and non-state armed actors, 
driving even more people to the bush and into crisis. 

Communities in hiding
In March, a new wave of violence hit Jonglei as the South Sudan 
army launched an offensive against the non-state armed group 
aligned with David Yau Yau. Months of clashes ensued with 
civilians caught in the middle of the fi ghting. Reports of abuses 
and targeting of civilians were widespread, and tens of thousands 
of people fl ed to the bush. In July, a large-scale attack on the 
Murle community and smaller attacks on the Lou Nuer worsened 
an already alarming humanitarian situation.

The recent wave of violence has traumatized Pibor County’s 
population. At least 74,000 people have been registered in  need 
so far, although exact fi gures of people displaced are diffi cult to 

ascertain because many civilians remain out of reach. They are 
afraid to approach the towns to receive humanitarian assistance 
because of reported fears of insecurity and abuses. Since January, 
close to 17,000 people have fl ed Jonglei State to the neighbouring 
countries of Ethiopia (6,137), Kenya (6,609) and Uganda (3,944). Aid 
agencies on the ground in those countries are providing assistance 
to the families displaced.

Breakthrough in access
Following weeks of access negotiation and advocacy with all 
parties involved in the armed hostilities, in mid-July humanitarian 
actors made a breakthrough in reaching some of the communities 
caught up in the fi ghting. Access was granted to several areas 
where the state is not present. 

This meant that some of the communities in hiding became 
reachable for the fi rst time, many after surviving in the bush without 
access to food, clean water and medical care. Humanitarian 
response in some population centres under Government control 
also resumed. 

HIGHLIGHTS AND PRIORITIES
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•  Hostilities and new inter-communal clashes in Jonglei State 
further deteriorated the humanitarian situation and tens of 
thousands of people were displaced. Aid organizations mounted 
a response operation in several areas of Pibor County following 
access negotiations with parties to the hostilities.

•   Humanitarian operations across South Sudan remained affected 
by access constraints, including active hostilities, violence against 
personnel and assets, bureaucratic impediments and logistical 
obstacles. 129 access incidents were recorded in the fi rst half 
of 2013.

•  Low refugee arrivals from Sudan led aid organizations to shift 
focus from crisis response to improving living conditions of 
192,000 people living in Unity and Upper Nile states.

•  Aid organizations continued to provide assistance to 26,000 
people in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, many of whom have been 
forcibly displaced from Sudan and the disputed Mile 14 border 
area since April 2012.

•  South Sudanese continued to arrive home from Sudan, but in 
low numbers, with an average of 1,200 people arriving per week 
between May and August. So far about 60,000 people have 
returned as of the end of July 2013.

•  Humanitarian partners revised funding requirements in June 
and asked for US$1.07 billion to assist 3 million vulnerable people 
across the country, until the end of 2013. As of 31 August, the 
Consolidated Appeal was 59 per cent funded, with $436 million 
yet to be raised until the end of the year. 

PEOPLE IN NEED

4.6m
3.3m are targeted for assistance 

REFUGEES

222,000
seeking safety in South Sudan

VIOLENCE 

250
incidents from Jan-Aug 2013
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Mounting a response
In June, aid agencies launched a multi-sector 
response operation to deliver assistance 
to tens of thousands of people affected by 
violence in newly reached communities in 
Dorein, Gumuruk, Labrab and Pibor town. 
Bor town became the hub of the response 
effort, with relief organizations scaling up staff 
and supplies. As of the end of August food had 
been provided to over 52,000 people in Pibor 
County, and household items and access to 
clean water had been provided to 3,800 families. 

However, limited air assets, lack of road access 
and insuffi cient relief supplies in some locations 
threatened to delay the operation. In response, 
humanitarian partners mobilized resources 
including acquiring fi ve helicopters to assist 
logistics. Aid agencies also secured funding  
for food assistance, nutrition supplements, 
and water and sanitation supplies. The Central 
Emergency Response Fund contributed 
$11.4 million since June towards the response 
operation in Jonglei, to help step up delivery of 
medical services, food, nutrition, and water and 
sanitation supplies. 

Food distribution in Pibor town paused in 
August following alleged abuses by the South 
Sudan army (SPLA) against civilians, and threats 
to aid workers. Partners continued to review 
the operational implications of expanding the 
response into other not yet accessed areas 
where there could be sizeable populations 
warranting a response, while balancing the 
consolidation of ongoing responses and 
improving their quality. 

Communities hard to reach
Despite the work to reach displaced 
communities, tens of thousands of people have 
still not been reached, and are thought to be 
still in the bush. With Jonglei State about the 
size of Bangladesh, insecurity and poor roads 
make it hard to locate all those displaced. 
The humanitarian community is trying to fi nd 
solutions and has appealed for additional 
logistical resources to provide aid to people. 

Cycles of violence
Jonglei State has a long history of violence, with 
community clashes breaking out sporadically 
since the Sudanese civil war ended in 2005. In 
mid-July this year, a large-scale attack by the 
Lou Nuer community on the Murle community 
resulted in medical partners airlifting over 250 
people from Manyabol to Bor town, the majority 
of whom were treated for gunshot wounds. 
It also resulted in multiple displacement and 
the raiding of large amounts of cattle and loss 
of livelihoods.

In December 2011, large-scale attacks 
predominantly between the Lou Nuer and 
Murle communities left about 900 people dead 
and affected 170,000 others. Earlier, a series of 
inter-communal clashes in March-August 2009 
also uprooted thousands from their homes. 

Historians say that the root causes of animosity 
between communities in Jonglei stem from 
competition over water resources and grazing 
land. This is said to be aggravated by the civil 
war and the wide availability of small arms.

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS

IN JONGLEI STATE
June 2011 to August 2013

June - July 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Gumuruk, Manyabol and

Verthet in Pibor County.

Hundreds are reported killed.
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August 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Pieri, Uror County, killing 

several hundred civilians.

December ‘11 - March ’12

Inter-communal attack on 

Pibor town. Est. 600 people

killed. Another 288 killed in 

retaliatory attacks. More than 

170,000 affected.

March 2012

Disarmament launched in 

Pibor County during which 

human rights abuses are 

committed by security forces.

June - October 2012

Over 220,000 people in 

Jonglei State affected by 

seasonal flooding.

August 2012

Clashes between South Sudan

armed forces and non-state

armed actors commence in

Pibor and Pochalla counties.

Civilians flee Likuangole.

October - November 2012

Inter-communal tension 

and skirmishes.

February 2013

Inter-communal violence in

Akobo County kills nearly 100

people and affects tens of 

thousands of people.

March 2013

South Sudan armed forces

begin a counter-offensive 

against non-state armed actors.

July 2013

Inter-communal attack in Pibor

County. The number of killed

and affected is not yet known.

April - May 2013

Tens of thousands of civilians

flee key population centres 

in Pibor County to escape 

abuses by armed actors and 

violent clashes.

Access improves. 74,000 people 

registered from Pibor County 

to receive assistance.

Mid-end July 2013

Food is offl oaded from a UN Humanitarian Air Service helicopter in Dorein, Pibor County (Photo credit: UNHCR) 
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ACCESS CHALLENGING
In the fi rst six months of 2013, humanitarian operations 
continued to be impacted by a range of access constraints, 
including active hostilities, violence against personnel, 
assets and facilities and bureaucratic impediments. Between 
January and June, 129 access incidents were recorded, 
compared with 75 incidents for the same period last year.

Upper Nile worst affected
Upper Nile State was the worst affected with 32 incidents during 
the period, followed by Jonglei and Central Equatoria states. 
Upper Nile and Jonglei have large-scale humanitarian operations, 
increasing exposure of humanitarian personnel to violence, 
arbitrary taxation and other constraints. In Central Equatoria, 
incidents often related to restrictions on entry of aid workers 
and goods into South Sudan, affecting operations country-wide. 
In May, new fees on the import of medical cargo threatened to 
strangle the fl ow of life-saving supplies into the country, but were 
eventually partially lifted.  

Robberies and looting rise
Over 70 per cent of reported incidents between January and June 
related to violence against personnel, facilities and assets. The dry 
season saw an increase in road robberies and burglaries, which 
accounted for over half of all incidents between April and June. 
The increase in looting was particularly marked in Maban County 
and in Jonglei, where relief supplies and NGO compounds and 
facilities were looted in Boma, Likuangole and Pibor after aid 
workers were withdrawn due to insecurity. 

In 2012, 85 per cent of access incidents were attributed to state 
actors. This is shifting, and in the second quarter of 2013 nearly 
half of all incidents were caused by non-state or unknown actors. A 
driver of this change is the rise in crimes like looting and robberies, 
where it is usually diffi cult to identify the perpetrator. 

New challenges in Jonglei 
With the South Sudan armed forces launching an offensive against 
non-state armed actors in March, active hostilities posed new 
access challenges in Jonglei State. In May, aid agencies suspended 
their activities in Boma and Pibor. Staff were also temporarily 
withdrawn from Pochalla. Tens of thousands of civilians were 
cut off from assistance, either displaced deep in the bush, or in 
population centres which aid workers could not reach. 

Access negotiations involved getting assurances of safe passage 
from the South Sudan army and the non-state armed actor in the 
area. Once granted, these enabled the response to displaced 
communities in several locations in Jonglei to scale up from mid-
July onwards.  

Rains restrict road access
While logistics posed relatively few concerns in the fi rst quarter 
of the year, by June the rainy season was well underway, making 
65 per cent of roads across South Sudan impassable. In fl ood-
prone Jonglei State, road travel was virtually suspended due to 
the condition of the roads, combined with insecurity. 

The number of new refugees arriving into South Sudan from 
Sudan has been signifi cantly lower than expected in the second 
quarter of 2013. In July, only 500 new refugees were registered 
from South Kordofan and Blue Nile states. As the refugee 
operation stabilized, the humanitarian community focused on 
improving the living conditions of the more than 118,000 refugees 
living in Upper Nile State and the 74,000 refugees in Unity State. 

From emergency to consolidation
Aid agencies relocated 16,000 refugees from the fl ood-prone 
Jamam camp in Maban County to the newly-constructed Kaya 
camp in July. Over a period of six weeks, beginning in early May, 
more than 600 people a day were moved to Kaya, now home to 
18,000 people. 

With the move completed, aid organizations have focused 
on strengthening sustainability and resilience in the 
new camp. New timber-framed shelters have been erected in Kaya, 
replacing ageing tents. These are more durable and designed 
for longer term use. An additional 1,000 shelter kits are ready for 
distribution. The kits include pre-fabricated wooden wall and roof 
frames, tarpaulins, bamboo poles, binding wire and nails.  

Refugees from Blue Nile prepare food in Maban County (Photo credit: UNICEF)

Access incidents Jan-June 2013 by state, actor and type (Source: OCHA)

Access incidents Jan-June 2013 by type (Source: OCHA)
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Combatting hepatitis E
Plans to decongest the Doro camp by relocating another 10,000 
refugees to Kaya have been postponed until after the rainy season 
due to ongoing efforts to combat hepatitis E. The disease, which 
is spread by poor sanitation practices, has claimed 231 lives in 
the past year, 22 of them in Doro. The majority of the hepatitis E 
infections in Kaya are believed to have been contracted in the now 
closed Jamam camp. Health partners continue to work with the 
refugees to promote improved hygiene and change behaviours 
around sanitation. 

New Unity camp grows
In Unity, more than 3,000 refugees relocated from the over-
crowded Yida settlement (currently hosting over 70,000 people) 
to the Ajoung Thok camp. Yida’s proximity to the border raises 
concern about the safety of refugees in settlements, making it 
diffi cult to provide basics services such as education. Nearly 800 
children are now enrolled at the Napata Primary School in Ajoung 
Thok, with an additional 600 children attending secondary classes. 
An initiative is underway to replace tents in the camp with longer 
lasting shelters using corrugated iron sheets.

For the refugees still in Yida, a bar code tool developed by UNHCR 
has reduced the time it takes to complete the monthly distribution 
of aid rations from 10 days to two. The tool scans ration cards and 
links to registration data on the refugees, including photographs. 
The technology also makes it more diffi cult for someone who is not 
registered to obtain food and other relief items. 

The 1,000 refugees living in the Nyeel camp have agreed to move 
to Ajoung Thok and Nyeel will be closed at the end of August.  

HOPE TO RETURNEES
Almost 1.9 million South Sudanese who fl ed to Sudan during the 
decades-long civil war have made the journey back home since 2007. 
This year alone, about 60,000 people have returned. Aid agencies 
estimate that there could be more than 250,000 South Sudanese 
still in Sudan, many of whom have expressed a desire to return.

A bumpy ride
For many returnees the journey back home has not been easy. Few 
return routes across the border between Sudan and South Sudan 
are safe and accessible. Humanitarian partners are working to help 
returnees reach their fi nal destinations in South Sudan safely and 
with dignity, and to ensure that the immediate needs of thousands 
of people at transit sites are met. However, about 12,000 people 
are still stuck in transit in the far north of South Sudan, faced with 
logistical challenges and lack of resources. At fi nal destinations, 

IOM staffer helps a child disembark from a barge carrying returnees (Photo: IOM)

Violence-related incidents by month
(2010 - 2013)

Internally displaced people
(Jan-Aug 2010 - 2013)
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the government’s commitment to assist has not been backed 
by a comprehensive national land allocation and re-integration 
framework which would provide livelihood support systems for 
returnees. This has rendered many returnees dependent on aid.

A working model
In Lakes State, partners have been collaborating with local 
authorities to provide emergency response to address short-
term needs while strengthening long-term resilience of returnee 
communities. Since 2007, more than 240,000 people have returned 
to Lakes. Six returnees’ settlements have been established. 

Among these is Nyangkot settlement in Rumbek Centre County, 
established in April and hosting about 800 people. According to 
the settlement leader, Gabriel Manyang Ater, the three months’ 
food rations returnees received upon arrival were not enough to 
meet families’ longer term needs. He supported the move that 
aid agencies took to provide facilities that promote self-reliance 
and resilience. “Our settlement now has boreholes and we are not 
lacking water at all which is a source of life for us,” Manyang noted, 
adding that families use the water to grow their gardens during the 
dry season. 

After livelihood partners provided vegetables seeds and farming 
tools to returnees, most families do small-scale farming. Mary 
Aler, a 55-year-old mother of three, is one of those who received 
supplies to start farming and embraced this opportunity. She 
planted groundnuts and vegetables in the plot allocated to 
her. “The crops we cultivated will help us complement the food 
assistance,” she says. The harvests from the garden will help feed 
her family, sell surplus to raise money for other domestic needs 
and help send her children to school.
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Promoting farming is a key way to help returnees build new lives (Photo: UNICEF)

Harnessing the potential
While the story from Lakes may not be the same for all returnees 
across the country, it demonstrates what can be achieved when 
local authorities collaborate with aid agencies guided by a 
comprehensive returnee resettlement and reintegration strategy. 

While Mary Aler and other community members in Nyangtok are 
yet to start farming on a large scale, their modest but carefully 
tended plots could be what South Sudan needs to break the cycle 
of hunger and feed the 4.1 million people estimated to be food 
insecure. Things are already moving in the right direction; at mid-
year, about 500,000 people had moved out of food insecurity since 
2012, thanks to a better than expected harvest. However, there are 
about 70,000 returnees who need food and livelihoods assistance 
this year. 

AN UNDEFINED STATUS
In April 2012, bombing of Unity State’s Bentiu town and the Mile 14 
border area by the Sudan Armed Forces forced people to fl ee their 
homes and move southwards, with some 10,000 people displaced 
to Aweil East and North counties in Northern Bahr El Ghazal State. 
Communities from Sudan’s South Darfur State also arrived in 
the area in April this year, fl eeing violence. Further hostilities in 
December 2012 and March 2013 displaced another 16,600 people, 
bringing the total number of people seeking assistance to over 
26,000 individuals scattered across Aweil counties. 

Because some of the communities are displaced from the 
disputed Mile 14 area along the border between South Sudan and 
Sudan, their status is unclear. Due to the undetermined status of 
the national border between South Sudan and Sudan, it is not at 
this stage possible to determine the legal status of many of the 
displaced people in Aweil East and North counties. However, 
humanitarian intervention based on assessed need, will continue 
pending resolution of the border dispute. Aid agencies will focus 
on how to address vulnerabilities which have been noted in a 
series of inter-agency needs assessments. 

Humanitarian assistance is ongoing to the displaced communities. 
People in need have received food, household items, shelter, water, 
health assistance, farm tools and seeds. For a more sustainable 
solution, local authorities recently began to provide land to the 
displaced communities, many who have been uprooted from their 
homes for 15 months. Towards the end of July partners providing 
aid were straining to deliver assistance as heavy rains cut off access 
to the main settlements hosting displaced communities.

THE ROAD AHEAD
By Toby Lanzer

While the magnitude of humanitarian needs 
remains immense, opportunities have risen from 
a change in context which allows us to make 
longer term improvements in peoples’ lives, 
refl ects South Sudan’s Humanitarian Coordinator 
Toby Lanzer. 

“Although 2013 so far has been a diffi cult year for South Sudan, 
given the myriad of challenges such as austerity measures, 
violence in Jonglei and tensions in the border areas with Sudan, 
we have registered several positive trends on the humanitarian 
front in the fi rst half of the year. Violence is causing fewer deaths 
and displacing fewer people in most areas since the country’s 
independence. Food insecurity has begun to stabilize, even 
though it remains high. 

In May, 113 aid organizations came together to revise overall 
needs based on improvements recorded. Overall needs have 
come down slightly: 4.5 million people are estimated to require 
assistance, compared to the original fi gure of 4.6 million, of 
which we aim to assist 3 million. That has enabled us to shift 
from an emergency response mode to a more sustainable 
approach in some sectors and focus on building resilience 
amongst communities. 

Aid organizations have revised fi nancial requirements for 2013 
down from $1.16 billion to $1.07 billion. Donors have responded 
positively and 59.5 per cent of the appeal is already funded, 
leaving us needing $436m to assist people up to the end of 2013.

Challenges exist, of course, and we continue to assist those 
affected by violence. Hostilities affect communities’ resilience 
and negate our work to boost livelihood systems, increasing 
the number of people requiring life-saving aid. Partners have 
made signifi cant progress in accessing areas of Pibor County to 
which  people have fl ed in light of armed violence. 

The refugee situation has turned the corner from a crisis in 2012 
to a more stable situation now. In 2012 we responded to en 
masse arrivals from Sudan, with up to 1,000 people arriving a 
day in Yida refugee settlement alone. 

Food insecurity remains a key driver of humanitarian needs, 
with partners planning to assist 2.2 million people over 2013. 
However, a better than anticipated harvest in 2012 has meant 
that fewer people overall are going hungry. Aid agencies and 
development partners are joining forces to strengthen people’s 
ability to provide for themselves and move the country on the 
road towards food self-suffi ciency.

Emergency assistance is essential to save lives and establish 
a basis for better preparedness and mitigation against future 
shocks and establish clear links to development programmes. Our 
two-pronged approach to addressing acute needs and linking 
with development empowers people to move beyond day-to-
day survival and on to self-sustenance. While humanitarian aid 
will be required for some time to come, helping people to help 
themselves gives rise for hope that in the not too distant future 
South Sudan will be able to take care of its future generations.”

South Sudan Humanitarian Update
May - August 2013



6

CLUSTER FOCUS: HEALTH 
Communicable disease outbreaks are common 
in all the ten states of South Sudan. Since January, 
outbreaks of anthrax, hepatitis, measles and 
meningitis were offi cially declared, with 12 new 
outbreaks and two existing outbreaks recorded. 
More are expected as the rainy season proceeds, in 
addition to other common diseases such as malaria. 

Meningitis outbreak in Malakal
South Sudan lies in the sub-Saharan ‘meningitis belt’ of Africa that 
stretches from Senegal in the west to Ethiopia in the east. Because 
of its location and increased population movement, the country 
is subject to multi-focal outbreaks of meningitis during the dry 
season. South Sudan experienced one of the largest meningitis 
epidemics in 2006 and 2007, affecting over 60 per cent of counties 
in the country.

This year, an outbreak of meningitis was declared in Upper Nile 
State’s Malakal County on 30 April. Within a week of the outbreak 
being declared, a response plan was drawn up by the Government 
and health partners. A state-wide vaccination campaign was 
carried out across Malakal County. Within ten days of its launch, 
80 per cent of Malakal’s 220,000 inhabitants were vaccinated. 
Neisseria meningitides A (NmA) conjugate vaccine was used for 
the fi rst time, and will provide long-term immunity against the 
disease. The outbreak was contained within 42 days after being 
declared, with 146 cases identifi ed and 7 deaths confi rmed.

The response plan also included enhancing surveillance, 
community mobilization, and strengthening laboratory diagnosis 
and case management. 

A child is vaccinated (Photo credit: UNICEF)

Measles spike
This year has seen the highest number of locations reporting 
measles cases across the country in the past three years. 
Although follow-up campaigns and outbreak response plans were 
implemented in most states in 2011 and 2012, 14 new measles 
outbreaks have already been confi rmed in 2013, affecting all ten 
states. These were identifi ed in Aweil Centre and East, Ayod, Guit, 
Juba, Lapon, Longichuk, Pariang, Tambura, Torit, Yambio, and 
Yirol East and West counties and the refugee camps in Maban 
County. Six of the outbreaks were registered in the fi rst quarter 
of the year. The majority of the affected age groups were children 
below fi ve years of age with no prior history of vaccination. 

Health authorities and cluster partners supported the measles 
immunization campaign to contain the outbreak, and over 
400,000 children were vaccinated. There is no specifi c treatment 
for the infection. While most patients with uncomplicated 
measles recover with rest and supportive treatment, it is 
important to seek medical advice if a patient’s condition 
worsens, as they could develop complications which can be fatal.

Anthrax still prevalent
Anthrax in humans is an infectious disease contracted by eating 
dead animals, which have not been properly stored and which 
are already affected by anthrax. An outbreak of the disease was 
declared in early 2011. It remains prevalent in Warrap and Western 
Bahr el Ghazal states. 

Close to 100 cases were reported since the start of the year; 65 of 
which were reported between April and June in the Jur River and 
Wau areas of Western Bahr el Ghazal, and the Gogrial East and 
West areas of Warrap. This is of concern to health partners as the 
number of cases doubled compared with the fi rst quarter of the 
year (31 versus 96 cases). Of the cases in the second quarter of 
2013, 72 per cent were children and youth under 15 years. 

Although no deaths have yet been reported, health partners 
remain vigilant to monitor for new cases. Intense health education 
and community awareness campaigns in infected areas are being 
carried out to discourage people from eating dead animals which 
have not been stored properly. 

Since the anthrax outbreak was confi rmed in 2011, over 360 people 
contracted the disease and fi ve people have died as a result of 
infection. Antibiotics are used to treat anthrax in humans. The 
World Health Organization is currently supplying this to all referral 
health facilities in Warrap and Western Bahr el Ghazal states.

Anthrax cases reported in W. Bahr el Ghazal and Warrap states (Source: WHO)
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HUMANITARIAN FUNDING
The Consolidated Appeal was 59.5 per cent funded as of the end of 
August. The Appeal is funded from multiple sources, including the 
Central Emergency Response Fund. Some donor contributions are 
channeled through South Sudan‘s Common Humanitarian Fund.
 

Emergency funding saves lives in Jonglei 
The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) provided much-
needed funds for the scale-up of operations in Jonglei State. CERF 
is a humanitarian funding mechanism established by UN to allow 
faster and more reliable assistance to victims of armed confl ict and 
natural disaster.  

In May, a $5.5 million CERF grant saved lives in Pibor County, 
by funding surgical expertise and emergency trauma kits for 
patients wounded in the recent wave of hostilities. The health 
capacity of partners on the ground in Pibor County had been 
seriously depleted following attacks and looting of humanitarian 
facilities. The only hospital in the county with surgical capacity was 
destroyed in May, leaving close to 100,000 people without access 
to healthcare. The grant also allowed the World Food Programme 
to provide two dedicated helicopters to transport aid and relief 
workers to remote locations where civilians were located. 

Another additional $6 million CERF allocation in August enabled aid 
organizations to mobilize food assistance, nutrition supplements, 
and water and sanitation supplies to 60,000 people affected by 
hostilities in Pibor County.

Common Humanitarian Fund releases $33m
The CHF is a pooled fund managed by OCHA that provides early and 
predictable funding to NGOs and UN agencies for their response 
to critical emergency needs. In mid-August, the second standard 
allocation for the South Sudan Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) 
of the year was completed, with $33 million allocated to NGOs and 
UN agencies. 

The allocation targeted the following emergency areas: 
1. Addressing the needs of pipelines that are at risk of running 
out of stocks before end of the year. This will ensure that lifesaving 
supplies for areas such as nutrition and medicine are pre-
positioned in locations where they can be easily used if crisis strikes.

2. Ensuring common logistics services to help aid and relief 
workers reach people in need during the rainy season.

3. Supporting frontline services in emergency locations, including 
areas of natural disasters and refugees. 

Timely deposits by donors towards the CHF are vital for the fund to 
work effectively. 

CHF Annual Report 2012
The 2012 CHF Annual Report, issued in June, provides an overview 
of how the fund supported the key objectives of South Sudan’s 
Consolidated Appeal and strengthened coordination. It also sets 
out the CHF’s critical role in getting time-sensitive projects up 
and running – especially important given the impact of the rainy 
season on the work of aid agencies. Finally, the report outlines the 
challenges facing the fund in its fi rst year of operation, and the 
strategies in place to ensure that it continues to improve. 

In 2012, seven donors contributed $118 million the CHF, making 
it the largest pooled fund of the year, compared with similar 
humanitarian funding mechanisms in other countries. 

By the end of 2012, the CHF was the second largest donor for 
projects in the Consolidated Appeal with 15 per cent of projects 
funded through the CHF, proving it to be an important tool 
for responding to humanitarian needs. Eighty-three per cent 
of CHF funding was allocated to high priority projects in the 
CAP.  The CHF 2012 Annual Report is available to download at 
http://tinyurl.com/lr87j3b.

73,000kg
cargo 

transported 

559
passengers 

fl own

66
fl ights

CERF-funded helicopter activities from May to Aug 2013 (Source: Logistics Cluster)

Multisector

Health

WASH

Nutrition

Logistics

Education

FSL

Mine Action

Protection

ETC

NFIs

($5.4m)

($4.4m)

($4.2m)

($3.95m)

($3.3m)

($3.05m)

($2.9m)

($2.6m)

($2.35m)

($450k)

($400k)

CHF allocation per cluster (Source: OCHA)

With the new $33m,

$90 million 
has been channelled 

through CHF to aid projects 

so far in 2013

Top $ contributors to the CAP in 2012 (Source: OCHA)

113m

40m

118m

232m

20
medi
‘vacs
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STATE PROFILE: UNITY
Unity State is situated in northern South Sudan, bordering Sudan’s 
South Kordofan State. While non-state armed group activities 
and inter-communal violence have been lower than in previous 
years, Unity remains a hotspot of humanitarian concern. The 
congestion of Sudanese refugees, high returnee population, food 
insecurity and violence are the key drivers of humanitarian need. 

Refugees, returnees and violence
After war broke out in Sudan’s South Kordofan in June 2011, 
people fl ed southwards for safety. Two years later 74,000 refugees 
are hosted in Unity State, where assistance is being provided. 
The majority of the refugees - some 70,000 people - live in South 
Sudan’s largest refugee settlement, Yida. However, due to the 
insecurity of the site and its proximity to the Sudanese border,  a 
mere 30 kilometers away, protection partners have established 
an alternative site to host the displaced communities. People 
are slowly relocating to the new location. Overcrowding at the 
Yida settlement has also made maintaining health and hygiene 
standards challenging. A hepatitis E outbreak in May 2012 led to 
13 deaths. While the disease is now under control, health workers 
remain vigilant and health promotion activities continue.

2,300 people were displaced to Abiemhnom County and Bentiu 
town in Unity State in May 2011, following an outbreak of confl ict in 
the disputed Abyei area. The displaced community cites insecurity 
and instability as the reasons for not yet returning home. Aid 
agencies are providing them with food assistance and shelter.

 

South Sudanese also continued to return to Unity State from Sudan. 
The average numbers of returnees per week in 2013 is similar 
compared with previous years – with an average of 240 people 
returning per week compared over both years. Some 300,000 South 
Sudanese have returned to Unity in total since February 2007. 
Returnees often arrive to areas with few belongings to establish 
their new lives, and few opportunities exist for employment. This 
places additional strain on the already limited resources of the 
host community.

Food insecurity concerns
Food insecurity is another humanitarian concern facing Unity State. 
Sixteen per cent of people are severely food insecure and 46 per 

cent face moderate food insecurity. Abiemhnom, Mayendit and
Panyiajar are the worst affected of Unity’s nine counties. A lack of 
access to food has been caused by erratic rains and border closure 
between South Sudan and Sudan, which have been closed to 
trade for the past two years. The situation is further worsened by 
seasonal fl oods which affect six out of nine counties. 

Humanitarian access restrictions
During the rainy season, only 10 per cent of roads are passable in 
Unity State, which makes delivering humanitarian aid to remote 
areas hugely challenging. The presence of landmines and inter-
communal fi ghting also make it diffi cult to reach communities in 
need. Food, health and other relief items supplies were largely 
prepositioned throughout the state ahead of the rains. However, 
prepositioning of household items, water and sanitation supplies 
was a challenge due to a shortage of partners on the ground. 

Contact us: The South Sudan Humanitarian Update is prepared by OCHA South Sudan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. Please contact 
ochasouthsudan@un.org with comments, feedback or inputs to the next issue. Disclaimer: Figures on maps and charts are reported by authorities and/
or assessment teams unless otherwise indicated.  

Web: www.unocha.org/south-sudan  | Facebook: UNOCHA South Sudan | Twitter: @OCHASouthSudan 
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Data source: OCHA, NBS, UNHCR

Abyei

! State capital

1,570

1,687

1,529

42

1,616

Refugees (Aug 2013)

0,000
Returnees (Jan-Aug 2013)

£££

£££

££

£

£ Flood frequency (2007-2012)

4,200
Adjoung

Thok

70,000
Yida

¯
50 Km

!( Violent incidents (Jan-Jul 2013)

54

£££

935

4

1,186

Map of Unity State highlighting humanitarian issues

Children play in Unity refugee settlement (Photo credit: UN/Perret) UNITY STATE BY NUMBERS

847,800 population, 2nd smallest state in South Sudan

55% people under 18 years 

68% people live below the poverty line 

82 in 1,000 children die before their 5th birthday

1,732 in 100,000 women die in childbirth

80% households own a mosquito net 

59% people depend on agriculture as source of income

79% rural population

76% gross enrollment rate in primary education

(Source: National Bureau of Statistics, Ministry of General Education and Instruction 2012)


