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Overview and Background
The intensity of the armed violence in Ukraine is having a severe humanitarian impact on the 

population. Mothers and children especially pregnant women, breastfeeding mothers, infants, 

and young children are the most vulnerable groups. The conflict has destroyed food systems and 

economies, increasing the vulnerability of the affected population, with women and children 

bearing the greatest consequences of food shortages and malnutrition. The newly activated 

Ukraine Nutrition Cluster (March 2022) works to provide lifesaving nutrition activities to the 

most vulnerable population, including infants, young children, pregnant and breastfeeding 

women as well as older people and adults with specific nutrition needs. Support, promotion, and 

encouragement of life-saving breastfeeding is a priority and when no other alternative is 

possible, support to the non-breastfed infant, adhering to the agreed protocols on management 

of UNICEF procured infant formula.  Partners are establishing mother and baby spaces where 

caregivers of infants and young children can access support for feeding and caring for their 

children and themselves while on the move. With technical support from the Global Nutrition 

Cluster Technical Alliance Initiative, the cluster has achieved the following:

- Mother and baby spaces guidance developed

- Orientation session on mother and baby spaces conducted

- Frontline workers training package on mother and baby space guidance developed

- IYCF-E Ukraine Key Messages developed

- Lactation consultant mapping finalized

- IYCF-E Joint Statement for Ukraine issued.

- Bi-weekly IYCF-E technical update calls

FLASH APPEAL
March to August 2022

492,380 144,328

492,380 144,328

125,930 36,880

265,159 77,916

269,851 158,055

624,959 288,655

IN NEED TARGETED

23.5 M
Funding 
Requirements

4 Planning Partners

2 Ongoing Partners

Visit 3W - Operational Presence 

Setting up mother and baby spaces in 
line with the nutrition cluster guidance

Providing remote individual counseling 
on lactation and feeding support

Provision of artificial infant feeding to 
infant formula dependent children as a 
last resort and package of supportive 
interventions to minimize its risks

Provision of multiple micronutrient 
supplements (MMS) or iron folic acid  
(IFA) tablets as part of antenatal care 
visits

Provision of age appropriate, healthy
complementary foods for the 6-23 
months

For more information contact:

Oleksiy Gushchin
Cluster Coordinator

ogushchin@unicef.org

Faith Nzioka
GNC Focal Point

fnzioka@unicef.org
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Other ongoing work to be finalized in the coming weeks: 
- Guidance for Complementary Feeding in Emergencies

- Advocacy strategy and IYCF-E training plan

- Guidance on MIYCN for nuclear radiation, for chemical warfare weapons and other related pieces 

of work.

- SOPs to support response for other vulnerable groups with specific nutritional needs (PLHIV, the 

elderly, disabled, TB, NCDs)

- Comprehensive plan for intersectoral collaboration with other relevant clusters, including Health, 

WASH, Protection and FSL to ensure a convergence of efforts and the delivery of a holistic response 

to support people in need saving lives and reducing vulnerability.

39,442

Response
March to April 2022

# of children 6-23 months receiving the 
recommended basket of complementary 
foods

19,667
# of pregnant women receiving MMS or 
IFA

347,430
# of people receiving media messages 
on IYCF 
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