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Borena Zone Drought Rapid Need Assessment  
Dubluk and Elwaye District of Borena, Ethiopia 

Recommendation for inclusive              

response  

Older people’s right to  

humanitarian assistance  

HelpAge International’s vision is of a world 

where older women and men lead active, 

dignified, healthy and   secure lives. This 

applies to all older  people , including those 

affected by humanitarian emergencies.   

The four principles of humanitarian action     

humanity, neutrality, impartiality, and   

operational independence afford everyone 

the right to safe and dignified access to  

humanitarian assistance and protection 

without discrimination and on a equal basis 

with others. Commitment to international 

humanitarian law and these principles 

means everyone responding to a           

humanitarian crisis has a responsibility to 

ensure all those affected, including older 

people, have these rights up help. 

 

We want older people to be able to access 

humanitarian aid with dignity and in safety 

of older women and men are not inherently 

vulnerable to disasters. However, when 

disaster strikes, they are at risk of having 

their rights denied . 

1. Early response and intervention is       

expected from all humanitarian actors,    

Disaster Response Management offices 

(DRM), national and local government  

to save lives of drought affected older  

people, people with disability and their 

families.  
 

2. Scale up water rationing and         

rehabilitation of water sources to meet  

increased demand of water rehabilitation 

schemes to sustainably supply water in 

drought affected area.  
 

3. Provide cash assistance for older  

people to restore the livelihood of the 

drought affected households.  
 

4. Develop integrated program with  

cash for work, access to food, savings  

and loans associations and small     

business grant.   
 

5. Identify and ensure availability of   

affordable and appropriate food item in 

local markets.  
 

6. Health center needs to have adequate 

medical supply and provide treatment 

and medicines at affordable price.  

For more information, please contact  

•  Dereje Hailemariam, Head of Humanitarian Program  

     HelpAge Ethiopia dereje.mariam@helpage.org 

• Hailemichael Kebede, MEAL Officer  

     HelpAge Ethiopia hailemichael.kebede@helpage.org 

• Alex Goldsworthy, Humanitarian Programme Officer 

     HelpAge International  alex.goldsworthy@helpage.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Total        

Population 
122,671         

 
 

Number of  
Older  

People 
 18,040 

  

 15%       In Elwaye and Dubluk            

HelpAge International in Ethiopia 

PO Box 3384  

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Kirkos Sub-City Woreda 01 

Axum building 4th floor 
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Older People’s Priorities  

Top priorities of Older People and People with disabilities 

Rapid needs assessment of older people   

The rapid needs assessment of older people in 

drought  affected zone of Borena, Ethiopia (RNA_OP) 

provides an outline of specific needs of older people in 

Dubluk and Elwaye district of  Borena zone that have 

been affected by drought. Dubluk and Elwaye districts 

were selected as they are amongst the worst affected 

by the drought and where large number of livestock 

impacted.  

The report contains key findings of the assessment 

along  observations and analysis by HelpAge's human-

itarian team and sectoral advisors. The rapid need 

assessment is aimed to describe the impact of 

the emergency on older people, their families 

and their dependents in the Dubuluk Elweya       

districts in Borena zone. Furthermore, the assessment 

will assist other humanitarian actors, humanitarian 

agencies, donors and cluster groups operating in     

Borena to develop and implement inclusive programs 

and to support advocacy for the rights of older   

people under humanitarian care.  

Methodology  

Sampling: 

1. Purposive sampled focusing on          

people aged 50 and above 

416 participants of whom 228 (55%) were 

female and 187 (45%) were male  

Key Findings  

Diverse situation of older people affected by the drought and specific risks they are facing  

82% 

87% 

50% 
of older people confirmed 

that they don’t have access 

to health services  

of the older people currently 

don’t have any sources of 

income  

of the older people reported 

that they don’t have access to 

sufficient food  

34% 
of older people has at 

least one disability    

of the older people     

respondent reported they 

don’t have shelter  

of the respondents reported they don’t have 

access to safe drinking water  

of older peoples have 

protection concerns while 

accessing humanitarian 

assistance from IDP 

centers  

34% 

62% 
Older people surveyed feel  

worried, nervous, or anxious 

some days.  

82%
Older people who do 

not have access to 

sufficient food  

90%

Older people who do 

not have access to 

safe drinking water  

69%

Older people who do not 

have access to  toilet      

facilities  

87%

Older people who   

currently do not have 

any sources of income  

Graph 1:  Demographic breakdown of survey participants    

Priority Older people Older women Older men 

1. Food Food Food 

2. Cash Cash Cash 

3. Water Water Water 

4. Medicine Medicine Medicine 

5. Shelter Shelter Shelter 

6.  Protection   Protection   Protection  

7.  Wellbeing   Wellbeing   Wellbeing  

Key Findings by Sector   


