
   
 

 

  

Highlights  

• In August 2022, some 31,055 people transited through the Darien Gap, the jungle 
between Colombia and Panama, representing the highest monthly figure on record. 
This included 4,165 children and adolescents (14%). This trend continues to be 
observed in September, with the arrival of up to 2,400 people per day, which could 
bring the total number of migrant crossings to around 45,000 by the end of the month. 

• By the end of 2022, it is estimated that at least 180,000 people will have crossed the 
Darien, including 30,000 children. 

• Since July, the routes in the jungle have changed affecting the communities of Zapallal 
in the Darien Province, and Tortuga and Bajo Chiquito in the Embera-Wounaan 
Indigenous territory. This situation generates a greater number of hotspots for 
humanitarian action. 

• With the funding support of the European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid 
Operations and the US Government, UNICEF is increasing its presence and provision 
of services at different points along the migration route. UNICEF has scaled up its 
response to provide lifesaving services in water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH), 
child protection, maternal and child health, and Gender-Based Violence (GBV) in the 
Provinces of Darien and Chiriquí (at the border with Costa Rica). UNICEF maintains 
protection through presence at Migrant Reception Stations. 

• In addition, UNICEF is supporting 10 host communities affected by migration through 
the construction of safe spaces for children and access to safe drinking water. 

Situation Overview   
 

According to the national authorities, it is estimated for September that 45,000 people will 

transit through the dangerous Darién jungle, of which 6,300 are children and adolescents 

accounting for 14% of the total population. So far in 2022, people of 70 nationalities have 

transited, with Venezuela representing 60% of the total, followed by Haiti (6%), Ecuador 

(5%), Cuba (2%), Colombia, Senegal, and India (1%).  

 

During the first half of the year, migrants mainly transited through the Carreto - El Abuelo 

- Canaan Membrillo - San Vicente route. However, in the later part of the year, the Acandí 

- Bajo Chiquito - Lajas Blancas and the Juradó - Jaqué - San Vicente routes were 

reactivated. Additionally, the new route arriving at the community of Zapallal is less 

commonly used as it costs more for migrants because it is less physically arduous and 

presents a lower assault risk. The change in routes is increasing the number of hotspots 

where access to critical humanitarian services is urgently needed.  

 

In addition to the modifications in routes and nationalities, family demographics and places 

of departure have also changed, with most Venezuelan families now migrating directly 

from Venezuela instead of host countries like Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru. Recently, 

families from China, India, and Uzbekistan have been registered while in the past this was 

a migration of single adults. 

 

 

 

 

31 August 2022 
 

102,067  
Number of people in transit 
through the Darien jungle 
(January to August, source: 
National Migration Service). 
 

14,571 
Number of children and 
adolescents in transit through 
the Darien jungle (January to 
August, source: National 
Migration Service). 
 

 
Number of migrants 
estimated to transit 
between January to 
September de 2022: 

 
150,000 
people in transit through the 
Darien jungle.  

 
20,000 
children and adolescents in 
transit through the Darien 
jungle  
 

 

618 
Unaccompanied/separated 
children transiting through the 
Darien jungle (January to 
September 2022, source: 
UNICEF). 
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The daily arrival of 2,000 migrants entering Panama through the Darien jungle is leading to overcrowding in host 

communities and at the Migration Reception Stations of Lajas Blancas (with a shelter capacity of 500 people) and San 

Vicente (with a shelter capacity of 200 people). The overcrowding, coupled with the lack of economic resources to continue 

their journey, causes stress and discontent among migrants leading to protests at the Migrant Reception Stations. 

 

The difficult transit through one of the most dangerous migration routes in the world is aggravated by robbery, assault, 

physical violence, sexual violence, forced nudity, family separation, death by drowning, and homicide as evidenced by the 

recent death of a six-year-old Venezuelan boy. From January to September 22, some 618 cases of unaccompanied and 

separated children of 18 different nationalities have been registered. The fastest growing segment are adolescent boys 

travelling alone, from countries such as Venezuela and Ecuador, with the aim of reuniting with their families in North America 

or to provide economic support to their families back home. During 2022, humanitarian teams on the ground have identified 

22 cases (all girls) of survivors of sexual violence under the age of 18. 

 

When children arrive at the Reception Stations in Darien, they receive medical attention for mainly gastrointestinal diseases 

(diarrhea, vomiting) but also for fever, skin diseases, wounds, and dehydration. Many are traumatized by the crossing due 

to the physical dangers and violence they witnessed or suffered from.  

 

To reduce overcrowding at the Migrant Reception Stations, the National Migration Service has increased the number of 

free buses transporting migrants from Darien to Chiriquí. Teams on the ground report that, in many cases, migrants prioritize 

continuing their route, leaving aside urgent health care or protection services, such as support for survivors of sexual 

violence. In Chiriquí, migrants are sheltered at the Migrant Reception Stations of Planes de Gualaca, where they stay 

between 2 to 4 hours and then move on to the city David (capital of the Chiriqui Province) and Paso Canoas at the border 

with Costa Rica.  

 

Recently, child protection authorities have reported that migrant families with limited financial resources are resorting to 

informally selling goods or begging in the streets of David – which is prohibited by Panamanian law – raising concerns 

about the exposure of children to vulnerable situations.  

 

Humanitarian Needs  
 
The substantial increase of people in transit, the change in routes, nationalities, and family demographics have increased 
the humanitarian needs on the ground, particularly for children, families, and the host communities. The main humanitarian 
needs are:  
 

• Increase security measures during the transit through the Darién jungle to prevent situations of violence, especially 
sexual violence.  

• Increase the provision of basic services with personnel and supplies in the sectors of water, health, protection, 
justice, food, and shelter in the communities of Canaan Membrillo and Bajo Chiquito, as well as in the Migrant 
Reception Stations in Darién and Chiriquí.  

• Reduce overcrowding conditions by opening the Migrant Reception Station of San Vicente (currently under 
renovation).  

• Establish support mechanisms for 
individuals and families without economic 
resources since they must remain for 
several days at the Migration Reception 
Stations.  

• Provide technical support to the State’s 
child protection authorities in the creation of 
mechanisms for the care of 
unaccompanied adolescent boys and 
sustainable mechanisms for alternative 
care measures for unaccompanied and 
separated children. 

• Implement the agreed steps for the care of 
migrant survivors of sexual violence, 
including children, and guarantee access to 
health services in coordination with the 
national authorities (in line with the 
CEDAW Committee’s recommendations).  
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Summary Analysis of Humanitarian Response  
 
In Panama, UNICEF coordinates its humanitarian response with the National Border Service (SENAFRONT), the National 
Migration Service (SNM), the National Secretariat for Children, Adolescents and Family (SENNIAF), Civil Protection 
(SINAPROC), and the Ministry of Health (MINSA). As part of the coordination Human Mobility Group of the United Nations, 
UNICEF implements services in the sectors of WASH, Child Protection, GBV, and maternal and child health, through its 
implementing partners RET Americas, Global Brigades, SOS Children's Villages, HIAS, and the Panamanian Red Cross. 
On the ground, UNICEF works closely with Doctors Without Borders, the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC), 
and the Pan American Development Foundation (PADF). 
  
Given the rise in the number of migrants, UNICEF expanded its humanitarian response to five areas: Bajo Chiquito, Canaan 
Membrillo, and the Migration Reception Stations of San Vicente, Lajas Blancas and Los Planes de Gualaca, as well as in 
10 communities affected by migration, with following specific interventions: 

 

 

• Provision of services through implementing partners with a team of 53 staff and with support from Civil 
Protection volunteers in the sectors of WASH, Child Protection and Gender-based violence. 

• Coordination of the WASH group under the local coordination mechanism led by the Human Mobility 
Group of the United Nations.  

• Coordination of the Protection group under the local coordination mechanism led by the Human 
Mobility Group of the United Nations. Lead the Child Protection and co-lead the GBV component under 
the umbrella of the Protection group at the local level. Provide technical assistance to the Child 
Protection Roundtable led by SENNIAF. 

• Permanent presence in the Migration Reception Stations in Darien and Chiriquí with 6 UNICEF 
specialists. 

• Technical assistance to national authorities in WASH and Child Protection for the construction of the 
new Migrant Reception Station of San Vicente in Darien in coordination with IOM. 

 

• WASH technical assistance to state institutions in coordination with PAHO. 

• Construction, maintenance, and repair of WASH infrastructure – including bathrooms, showers, 
installation of hand and foot washing points, and hydration points. Provision of garbage cans and 
supplies for garbage collection, cleaning of sanitary and common areas, vector management, and 
handwashing activities. 

• Water quality assessment and actions to strengthen the Rural Aqueduct Management Boards in 10 
communities affected by migration.  

• Delivery of adapted hygiene kits for babies, children, adolescents, and women in the Migrant 
Reception Stations of San Vicente and Lajas Blancas. 

 

• In August 2022, provision of maternal and child health services, as well as nutrition follow-up to more 
than 3,100 people children, adolescents and pregnant women in the community of Canaan Membrillo 
and the Migrant Reception Stations of San Vicente, Lajas Blancas, and Los Planes de Gualaca. 

• Provision of medicine and supplies for wound dressing to the Ministry of Health.  

• Technical and financial support to the Ministry of Health in the construction of a nutritional care guide 
for children in emergencies. 

 

• During 2022, some 14,145 children and caregivers received psychosocial services through Child-
Friendly Spaces in the community of Canaan and the Migrant Reception Stations of San Vicente and 
Lajas Blancas. 93% of beneficiaries rated this service as excellent. This service is being extended to 
the Reception Station of Los Planes de Gualaca at the border with Costa Rica. 

• Provision of alternative care to more than 140 unaccompanied and separated children, as well as to 
local children under protection measures in the Province of Darien. 

• Implementation of activities with parents and children to build protective environments for children in 
ten communities impacted by migration in the Embera-Wounaan Indigenous territory.  

• Provision of case management support for 442 cases of children at risk of statelessness, survivors of 
sexual violence, unaccompanied and separated children, and families with specific needs. 

• Technical and financial support to the state authority in the creation of the Protocol for the Care of 
Unaccompanied and Separated Children in Panama. 

 

• Implementation of Safe Spaces at the San Vicente and Lajas Blancas Migration Reception Stations 
to promote listening, conversation, and self-care for adolescent girls and women in transit, in 
coordination with UNFPA and Pan American Development Foundation. On September 2718 people 
participated.  

• Participation of 444 women and girls in menstrual hygiene activities. 

 

For more 
information: 

Diana Romero  
Emergency Officer 
UNICEF Panamá 
Tel: +507 3017371 
correo: dmromero@unicef.org 
 

Clara Luna 
Communication Officer 
UNICEF Panamá 
Tel: +507 64931656 
correo: cluna@unicef.org 
 

Sandie Blanchet 
Representative 
UNICEF Panamá 
Tel: +507 3017371 
correo: sblanchet@unicef.org 


