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Food security continues to deteriorate in Blue Nile 

Blue Nile (Southern Kurmuk County) 

Food insecurity has worsened in Blue Nile, particularly in Komo Ganza, Wadaka, 
and Yabus payams. In the most affected areas, communities depend on wild 
roots, fishing, and honey for food. CU reports indicate that families reduced 
the number of meals eaten in a day because of no food stocks left, particularly 
in Komo Ganza. Only 45 per cent of local farmers are likely to have a good 
harvest of long-term sorghum. For instance, in Koma Ganza, crops dried up 
due to a dry spell in addition to pests and diseases. The harvest is not expected 
to last past March of 2022.  

Within the reporting period, four markets across Blue Nile were fully functional 
in November 2021, and prices of some items saw a sharp increase in prices of 
staple commodities, with sorghum reportedly being scarce in the four 
monitored markets. The deteriorating value of the SSP and ETB coupled with 
high insecurity in Ethiopia and bad roads were the major constraining factors 
affecting the functioning of the market. In Balila and Mayak markets, prices of 
many food items saw an increase, specifically – the price of sorghum increased 
from 2,500 SSP to 3,000 SSP in Balila market in November – meat prices also 
increased by 60 per cent in November 2021.  Amora Hills and Zosok enclaves 
have been the most affected areas in Blue Nile SPLM-N controlled areas by the 
insecurity in Ethiopia. According to CU Monitors, the border was closed, 
paralyzing market activities. Alternative routes were created but involve more 
hours than the usual cross-border routes 

South Kordofan 

In Heiban County, approximately 10,000 feddans (sorghum, sesame and 
groundnuts) were ploughed. According to farmers, this year’s production is low 
due to insufficient rainfall, late seed distribution, poor farming tools and 
machinery, and pests. In addition, 3,000 feddans of crops were destroyed by 
fires in Meri and Sougli payams, Western Kadugli County. In Heiban County, 
food security was recorded due to the new harvest of sorghum, groundnuts, 
sesame, and beans. 
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A sorghum garden in Yabus, Blue Nile (November 2021) 
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Prices for food and non-food items remained stable in Heiban while, in  Um Durain, sorghum prices increased 
due to a poor harvest there. Also due to poor harvest, emergency food, and non-food items distribution to poor 
households (1,000), returnees and fire victims was conducted in Dallami County. Each household received (1 bag 
of maize, 3 liters of oil, 5 gm of oil, 5 kg of beans). 350 households affected by fire received (2 plastic sheets, 2 
blankets, 4 saucepans, 4 cups, 2 spoons, and 12.5 bars of soap) each. Despite the ongoing harvest in Thobo A & 
B, food prices remained high in all the monitored markets (Thobo, Dollea, and Tollabi) compared to last month. 
For example, a malaw of sorghum increased from 1.2 dollars to 1.4 in November and groundnuts from $1.2 to 
$1.6, making it difficult for poor households to purchase. On the other hand, in Western Kadugli, sorghum, the 
staple, was not available in the market. In addition, 40 households lost their harvest to fires and are now in dire 
need of food.  
   
Western Jebels 
Local feddans cultivated by communities in Dilling and Lagwa counties are 22,000. However, farmers encountered 
challenges, such as destruction by livestock and fire breakouts. Additionally, the rise in fuel prices remains the 
biggest challenge for farmers to transport farm produce to granaries. According to household interviews, despite 
the losses, food security has improved across all the counties due to harvests from both near farms (Jibraka) and 
far farms; hence, food items were also available in the markets, improving purchasing power after opening the 
seaport. Most households' consumption increased to 4 meals a day compared to previous months, where 
households ate approximately 1-2 meals a day or none. The meals portion size had also significantly increased. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seasonal calendar for South Kordofan and the Blue Nile 
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EDUCATION 
The eductaion sector in the Two Areas continues to face challenges 
Blue Nile 
A total of 47 primary schools with an enrollment of 23,421 (boys 12,063 and 11,358 girls) are run by the local 
community, though without qualified teachers, teacher incentives, learning materials, and school feeding. School 
conditions are deplorable and are mostly run under the trees. There is no secondary school in the area, and students 
go to Maban or Ethiopia for secondary education.  
 
South Kordofan 
Education is a priority in the Two Areas; however, many schools are community-supported. Teachers in the Two Areas 
are not properly trained, and girls' enrollment in higher education is still low compared to boys'. Early marriages and 
domestic responsibilities have affected women's access to higher education. Furthermore, the quality of education 
suffers due to the lack of funding, school feeding, teachers' incentives, and learning materials. WFP has teamed up 
school feeding, but more support is needed. Despite the challenges presented by these facts about the education 
sector, some partners have been developing a better and more effective education system in the two areas. Still, more 
support in terms of funding is required. 
  
  

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
Shortage of essential drugs in the Two Areas 
Blue Nile (Southern Kurmuk County) 
Out of 23 clinics in all four payams, only 13 are functioning after receiving drugs from one of the partners through the 
lack of qualified staff, and incentives remain significant obstacles to achieving quality health assistance. The most 
common diseases that affect people are malaria, infections (skin, eyes), diarrhea, pneumonia, and malnutrition, base 
on data collected on the ground. The area still lacks a hospital or an ambulance, and the severe cases are referred to 
Maban (South Sudan), requiring long walks. The lack of vaccination remains an urgent concern in the area, as around 
10,000 children under five have not been vaccinated for over two years now. Support in this sector is required to avoid 
spreading diseases in the region.  
 
South Kordofan 
Most of the health facilities continued to report high number of malaria and respiratory infections. Most clinics in this 
area did not receive any drugs and the vaccine supply has been disrupted for two years now, leaving many children 
unvaccinated. According to the Secretariat of Health (SoH), 77 Covid-19 cases and 3 deaths were registered in 
November. Lack of covid-19 vaccines, essential drugs, cold chain for vaccines, and lack of Personal Protection 
Equipment are the main challenges the area is facing due to lack of funding. In Dallami County, 2,488 cases and 9 
deaths of malaria were recorded. In Um durain County 17,600 malaria cases were recorded in November were as 
follows: Undulu (3,700) Lomon (2,500), Tangal (3600), Norgban (3,200), and Sarfjamose (4600). Cases of cough have 
also been high in the entire county. 
 
Western Jebel 
Top five conditions recorded for November in Blue Nile 2021 

Monthly Epidemiological report in three counties  
Diseases’ Name Dilling County Lagawa County Habila County 
Malaria 2754 1985 166 
Malnutrition 160 140 120 
Home deliveries 17 19 23 
Clinic deliveries 10 6 3 
Stillbirths 8 4 8 
Neonatal deaths 0 0 3 
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Pneumonia 160 220 50 
ARI 305 234 149 
Total treated patient 7086 2923 788 

 
 
 

 
There were suspected cases of measles in October in Western Jebels, for which SoH mobilized vaccines and are 
planning a campaign. 
 

ANIMAL HEALTH 
Lack of essential drugs in the Two Areas affects livestock keeping 

Blue Nile (Southern Kurmuk County) 

Animal health remained poor, and the death of livestock remained high across the entire area. The lack of adequate 
drugs and veterinary programs threatened animal health in the region. Footrot is common and chronic if not treated. 
Abortion and loss of pregnancy in animals were also common in October and November 2021, particularly in Wadaka 
Payam, where at least (500) and Chali (150) heads of cattle died. Unfortunately, there are no veterinary experts to carry 
out a proper diagnosis.  

The enclaves Amora Hills and Zosok have been the most affected areas  by the insecurity in Ethiopia in Blue Nile SPLM-
N controlled areas. The border was closed, paralyzing market activities.    

South Kordofan 

Livestock is key to food security, social and economic wellbeing of pastoral tribes of South Kordofan. Cattle, camels, 
sheep, goats, and donkeys are the major species in the livestock rearing areas.  

However, most animals are affected by black quarter, chronic respiratory disease, lumpy skin disease, Newcastle 
disease, and claw lesions that resulted in the death of over 500 animals in November alone. All these lead to low-
quality meat, milk, and livestock products affecting food security and nutrition of households dependant on livestock 
for their livelihoods. The Secretariat of Animal Health continues to report a lack of animal drugs to keep the animals 
health, grazing land, lack of trained veterinaries in the area, and water availability as the main challenges facing this 
sector. Also, limited water resources always lead to high grazing pressures around permanent water points resulting 
in intertribal tensions/ clashes.  

WASH 
Unsafe drinking water for thousands in the Two Areas 
Blue Nile (Southern Kurmuk County) 
Water availability has improved in November as a result of the rainy season, but there is concern that the poor rainfall 
may not have sufficiently refilled the available water sources.  
 
South Kordofan  
Access to WASH in institutions (schools, homes, markets, and primary health centers) continues to be limited. 80 per 
cent of the existing schools and homes do not have improved sanitation facilities, and a quarter of them do not have 
access to clean water across the Two Areas. The available water sources are shared with animals. In addition, the 
increasing number of returnees also exerts additional pressure on the limited water supply points, causing several inter 
and intra-group conflicts.  
 
It is envisaged that access to water through improved/rehabilitated and/or construction of additional/new water 
sources can help reduce tensions between water users, especially in the Two Areas. For example, in Sabat Payam, 
Dallami County, 134 boreholes for a population of approximately 116,843 is not enough. Lack of digging tools for the 
latrines and construction materials, community health awareness is constrained due to lack of funding. 
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PROTECTION, ACCESS, AND SECURITY 
Influx of returnee registered in the Two Areas 
 
Blue Nile (Southern Kurmuk County) 
Large movements of Fallata Nomads from the north of Sudan to Blue Nile in search of pasture and water were recorded 
in November 2021.  
 
South Kordofan 

In Um durain County, 309 households were registered in November. These returnees came from Northern Sudan, and 
South Sudan lacked shelter, food, and non-food items. Heiban County In Al-Azarak Payam, there are 291 returnees 
from North Sudan. The main reason for their coming is in search for work, reunite with families, settlement, lack of 
food, and shelter. 

In Heiban County, 200 houses were destroyed by rain, while in Al-azarak Payam, 97 houses were destroyed by fire. 
 
73 households were registered in November in Dallami County. (52 families were from Rujul, Korgul, and Dilling due 
to the recent fighting between Nuba and Arab communities). These returnees stay with their relatives sharing the little 
available food and non-food items.  
 
On 13/November 2021: In Dallami Payam, Dallami County, there was an attack by Messiriya from Umbrabita, resulting 
in the displacement of 443 households (though they have now gone back), but about 493 Feddans of sorghum and 
sesame were looted and some destroyed by Messiriya livestock. 
 
On 22 November 2021: In Sarafjamose, Um durain County, 4 head of cattle and 6 goats were taken by unknown 
people.  
 
26 November 2021: In Tollabi Payam, Thobo County, 39 households were destroyed by fire. 
 
26 November 2021: 31 chickens and 21 goats with food items were destroyed by fire, and the families are suffering 
from hunger.  
 
22 November 2021: In Dabbi Payam, Heiban county, a grenade exploded, injuring 15 people were. 
 
Western Jebel 
At least 48 households were displaced from both Mahfurah and Radaim villages in government-controlled areas in 
SPLMN controlled. The displaced settled in Hajar Kasha village, Kasha Payam, El-Sonut County, while others settled in 
Payam Salara in Dilling county. The IDPs freely live with host communities and engage in farming land and other 
economic activities. The peace-building initiative was going to ensure peaceful co-existence between IDPs and the 
host community. The IPDs called for urgent intervention in terms of shelter and food, among others. 
 
At least 85 per cent of households were registered in Western Jebel in November 2021- Lagawa (15), Dilling (54), and 
El-Sonut (16). The majority came from northern Sudan, and a small number within SPLM-N controlled areas. Reasons 
for returnees’ coming included food search, reunite with family, employment, and insecurity in the political crisis in 
government-controlled areas. 
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The SKBN CU reports security incidents according to the information received from a variety of sources. This information does not include a comprehensive 
verification of perpetrators or damages. 
 

This monthly update on humanitarian issues in the Blue Nile and South Kordofan states is compiled by the SKBN Coordination Unit. With three main functions of 
information, coordination, and advocacy, the SKBNCU strives to put out regular and accurate information on the humanitarian situation of people affected by the 
conflict since 2011.  
Please send your comments to advocacy@skbncu.org 

 

  


