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BACKGROUND 
The Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I) currently hosts 96 percent of 
Syrian refugees in Iraq. In response to the high influx of refugees 
following the crisis in Syria, the Kurdistan Regional Government 
established nine refugee camps to support the most vulnerable 
who are unable to cover the costs of rent and utilities. Overall, 
37 percent still reside in these protracted refugee camps while 
63 percent share public services with host and other displaced 
communities and cover their own costs. WFP provides food assistance to 75 percent of in-camp refugees while 
UNHCR provides cash assistance for Basic Needs and Winterization to 37 percent of the out-of-camp population, 
based on the Vulnerability Assessment Tool (VAT) conducted in 2019 and a vulnerability prediction model.  

SOCIO-ECONOMIC VULNERABILITIES AMONG SYRIAN REFUGEES  

The 2021 Multi-Sector Needs Assessment (MSNA) conducted on a 

representative sample of in-camp and out-of-camp refugees 

nationwide and host communities in KR-I, confirmed that economic 

vulnerability is the root cause of harmful coping mechanisms and 

most sectoral needs of refugees in Iraq. This primarily results from a 

lack of income-generation opportunities due to the negative impact 

of COVID-19 on the already unfavorable economic environment in 

Iraq. The devaluation of the Iraqi Dinar in 2021 furtherly deteriorated 

the purchasing power of Iraqi and refugees alike, due to an increase 

of market prices, while earning values remained the same.  Data 

showed the higher reliance of refugees on temporary work (93 

percent) compared with host communities (50 percent). Given that 

temporary labor pays less and is less secure than regular 

employment, this disparity explains refugees’ higher reliance on debt, 

and lower household income compared to host communities. In-camp refugees have fewer or lower-paying 

livelihoods opportunities than out-of-camp refugees, as reflected in the lower average income from employment 

sources reported by in-camp refugees (IQD 258.49) compared with out-of-camp refugees (IQD 436,271). 

FOOD INSECURITY AMONG SYRIAN REFUGEES  

The 2021 MSNA highlighted a deterioration of food security among refugees.  

Only 14 percent of in-camp and 43 percent of out-of-camp refugees scored as 

“Food Secure” in 2021, compared with 36 percent and 74 percent respectively in 

2020. A large proportion became “Marginally Secure”, therefore at risk of food 

insecurity.  Based on WFP’s CARI method, the Food Security Index scoring of 

in-camp refugees indicates lower food security than out-of-camp refugees. In-

camp refugees showed higher expenditure on food compared with total 

household expenditure (Food Share) and a lower Food Consumption Score than 

out-of-camp refugees. An increase in the use of harmful copying strategies to 

procure food, such as buying food on credit, reducing expenditure on basic 

needs, selling assets, child labour and children’s drop out of education, was 

identified among both groups and slightly higher among in-camp refugees. 

Higher food insecurity among in-camp refugees is in line with past assessments 

conducted by WFP and UNHCR, including the Joint Vulnerability Assessment 

2018, where higher socio-economic vulnerabilities, such as lower income opportunities and job skills, illiteracy, 

and large household size, were identified as key drivers of food insecurity among in-camp refugees.  
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2022 FUNDING REQUIREMENTS  

To continue providing food assistance to 72,000 Syrian refugees in 

Iraq, WFP requires USD 20.5 million in 2022.  With the currently 

available funding, including the carryover from 2021, WFP will be 

able to provide support to the full caseload of Syrian refugees until 

end of June 2022. WFP is now facing a funding shortfall and there 

is currently no clear indication of any additional funding from July 

2022.   To sustain the delivery of food assistance to the most 

vulnerable in-camp Syrian refugee households between July and 

December 2022, additional funding of USD 10.1 million is urgently 

required. UNHCR and WFP are jointly revising the current targeting methodology through new data to ensure 

the most vulnerable refugees at risk of food insecurity are targeted with food assistance.   

CONSEQUENCES OF UNDERFUNDING 

The 2021 MSNA identified a considerable deterioration of 

food security among the refugee population, especially 

among in-camp refugees, where only 14 percent scored 

as Food Secure. This indicates that 86 percent of in-camp 

refugees are vulnerable to food insecurity or are food 

insecure. Considering that a significant percentage of 

them receive food assistance from WFP, termination of 

food assistance would cause a significant proportion of 

this marginally food secure caseload (77 percent) to 

become food insecure, either moderately or severely. 

The funding cut will directly increase the overall food 

insecurity among refugees, exacerbating the effects of 

the ongoing increase of food prices, as a result of the 

conflict in Ukraine and the devaluation of the Iraqi Dinar. 

Looking at current trends, this could lead to a further 

broadening of households’ use of harmful coping 

strategies to meet food consumption needs, including 

resorting to debt, cutting food consumption and other 

basic needs such as health, exacerbating risks of child 

labour and children dropping out of education.  

Impact of the Ukraine-Russia war  

The countries with high dependency on food imports, like 
Iraq, are directly being impacted by the Ukraine-Russia war. 
The prices of essential food commodities are increasing and 
impacting the purchasing power of vulnerable Syrian 
refugees.   
The two countries are the key suppliers of food, energy, and 

agricultural inputs, globally. Russia and Ukraine jointly are 

responsible for almost one third of the global wheat supply 

and the key exporters of more than three-quarters of 

sunflower supplies to international markets.  


