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Message from the Mission Director

Dear Partners,
It’s a great pleasure to share with you the first edition of

our Implementing Partner Quarterly Newsletter this year. Despite
adapting to a new normal as a result of the pandemic, our work
has not slowed down. Since the beginning of the year, USAID has
redoubled its efforts to bolster the Government of Nigeria’s
COVID-19 vaccine delivery services.

On his trip to Abuja in February, USAID Assistant
Administrator for Global Health Dr. Atul Gawande announced
that the U.S. government was investing $33.3 million in additional aid to boost COVID-19
vaccination efforts to achieve the ambitious target of reaching more than 600,000 people a day
with vaccines. Since 2020, the United States has provided $143 million to support Nigeria’s
COVID-19 response. USAID has also strengthened its partnerships with national and local
government counterparts, implementing partners, and local communities to address challenges
on many other fronts, including HIV/AIDS, TB, malaria, economic growth, education, elections,
civil society-strengthening, gender-based violence, and communal conflict. None of these
successes would have been possible without your valiant efforts.

We are committed to listening more to our valued partners and being more responsive
to local needs. To echo the sentiments of USAID Administrator Samantha Power, the goal is to
make USAID not only an agency of “international development,” but of “inclusive development.”

Thank you for your support and all the great work you do!
Anne E. Patterson
Mission Director, USAID Nigeria

https://www.facebook.com/USAIDNigeria
https://twitter.com/USAIDNigeria
https://www.instagram.com/usaid.nigeria/
https://www.usaid.gov/Nigeria
https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/anne-patterson
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U.S. Embassy and USAID Activity Highlights/Spotlights

USAID Announces Vaccine Surge in Nigeria
● On February 23, USAID Assistant Administrator for Global Health Dr. Atul Gawande

announced that the U.S. government is investing $33.3 million from the American
Rescue Plan Act (2021) to Nigeria to accelerate COVID-19 vaccination through the

Initiative for Global Vaccine Access (Global VAX).
Speaking to members at the Governor’s Forum at
the Ports to Arms Summit in Abuja, Dr. Gawande
said, “The Nigerian government has shown its
commitment to increasing the uptake of
COVID-19 vaccines, and we are proud to partner
with it as the United States launches this
important initiative to boost global vaccination

rates.” He added, “We are calling on other countries to engage further and contribute
expertise and resources to identify and rapidly overcome vaccine access barriers
experienced by communities around the world, especially in Africa.” The U.S. is the
largest donor to COVAX and has already supplied over 21.7 million doses to Nigeria as
well as technical and logistical support. (Photo: Dr. Atul Gawande, USAID Assistant Administrator,
Bureau of Global Health (right) and Seth Berkley, CEO, GAVI.)

AA Global Health Visits Primary Health Care Center in Abuja
● On February 24, USAID Assistant Administrator for Global Health Dr. Atul Gawande

and Gavi High Level Mission delegates visited a primary health center (PHC) in Abuja to
observe COVID-19 vaccination and routine immunization activities. The delegation
noted that this site provided uninterrupted
service over the past five years because it used
Gavi-donated solar-powered freezers. Health
officials told the delegation that the PHC
experienced a high demand for childhood
vaccinations. Delegates noted a high resistance to
COVID-19 vaccination among parents attending
the clinic. During his five-day visit to Abuja, Dr.
Gawande participated in a number of engagements, including a Gavi High Level Mission
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Meeting with President Muhammadu Buhari, a USAID implementing partner roundtable,
and engagement with Mission leadership and staff. (Photo: Dr. Atul Gawande, USAID Assistant
Administrator, Bureau of Global Health (left) speaking to a patient at a primary health care center.)

USAID Partners with Kimberly-Clark to Support Menstrual Hygiene
● On March 2, USAID received a donation of 40,000 sanitary pads from Kimberly-Clark at

a handover ceremony in Abuja. The company’s donation will improve the wellbeing,
reproductive health, and school attendance for adolescent girls. This initiative will impact

the lives of more than 6,000 adolescent girls
across ten states over a six month period. In her
opening remarks at the event, USAID/Nigeria
Deputy Director for the Health, Population, and
Nutrition Office Mieko Mckay said, “ USAID
commends Kimberly-Clark for this generous
donation of high quality sanitary pads for
adolescent girls and young women.”  She added,
“This initiative ties in with our private sector

engagement strategy, which seeks to support countries on their journey to
self-reliance.” Young women and girls in Nigeria face different challenges, varying by
socio-cultural, economic, and environmental contexts, managing their menstruation.
Such challenges include inadequate knowledge about proper menstruation management
and lack of access to good menstrual hygiene materials. Kimberly-Clark and USAID
implementing partner, Association for Reproductive and Family Health signed the
agreement for the donation on January 28, 2022.

USAID Partners with NLNG to Eliminate Malaria in Rivers State
● On March 5, USAID officially handed over 273,000 U.S. government donated insecticide

treated nets to the Nigeria Liquified Natural Gas (NLNG) company to help eliminate
malaria in Bonny Island, Rivers State. NLNG provided $500,000 to cover the
distribution of the procured nets. USAID
provided technical expertise for training, demand
creation, and data management to ensure a
successful rollout. This initiative is part of the U.S.
government’s $712 million assistance to Nigeria’s
overall fight against malaria, and supports 11

3
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states. On March 23, 2021 the United States, through the President’s Malaria Initiative,
signed an MOU to provide technical assistance to the NLNG-led Bonny Malaria
Elimination Project. Speaking at the virtual event, USAID/Nigeria Health, Population, and
Nutrition Office Director Paul McDermott said, “I would like to thank the Rivers State
government and the Nigeria Liquified Natural Gas company leadership for providing
storage facilities and security for these nets.”

USAID Highlights Gender Equality in Borno State Schools
● On March 8, the Opportunities to Learn (OTL) activity facilitated community dialogues

on gender equality and gender-based violence sensitization in schools to commemorate
International Women's Day. Forty stakeholders
from across Borno State (Modugunari, Lamisula,
Shuwari, Gwange, Kusheri, and Galtimari)
highlighted barriers to education access for girls.
Parents, headteachers, traditional and community
leaders, school-based management committees,
youth and women's groups discussed ways to
strengthen activism for gender equality, especially

at the local level. Participants expressed satisfaction with the dialogue sessions and
suggested that they be expanded in the future. The OTL activity will continue to partner
with key community stakeholders to promote girls’ education. (Photo: Female students at
Madugulari Junior Secondary School.)

USAID Deaf-E3 Activity Visits School For The Deaf In Abuja
● On March 31, USAID/Nigeria and Gallaudet University teams visited the Kuje School for

the Deaf in Abuja as part of the Strengthening Deaf Education, Empowerment and
Employment (Deaf-E3) activity. Deaf-E3 is an inclusion focused activity that addresses
the educational disparities and marginalization faced by many deaf, hard of hearing, and
deafblind children and youth in Nigeria. The Kuje School for the Deaf is one of 18
schools across the country selected to participate in the Deaf-E3 Multilingual/Multimodal
Pedagogy training. The visit allowed for an interactive session with the school’s
administration, educators, staff, and students to clarify the goals and scope for the
activity, which will increase access to quality education for students that are deaf, hard of
hearing, and deafblind. A beneficiary teacher of Deaf-E3, Adelani Mohammed, expressed
his excitement and appreciation for the activity’s sustainability plan, which will ensure
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that education professionals utilize tools and techniques to tailor instructional practices
more effectively to meet student needs. The activity will also co-develop two teaching
manuals for use by schools nationwide to
scale best practices. The successful visit
allowed USAID to gain firsthand experience
of the deaf community, environment, and
culture in Nigeria. Deaf-E3 will further
support the building of connections that
increase future interactions with, and
advocacy for, the Nigerian deaf community.
(Photo: Students, teachers, administrators, and
Deaf-E3 team members.)

USAID Pledges Support for Nigeria’s Family Planning 2030 Goals
● On March 9, USAID joined the government, civil society organizations, and other key

stakeholders to launch Nigeria’s Family Planning 2030 (FP2030) Commitments in Abuja.
FP2030 is geared towards ensuring women and girls everywhere live healthy lives and

make informed choices on contraceptive use. It
seeks to engage with and encourage men, boys,
and communities to form partnerships which will
enable them to meet their family planning needs. In
her goodwill remarks, USAID/Nigeria Health,
Population, and Nutrition Deputy Office Director
Mieko McKay said, “USAID is supporting state
governments to improve the quality of and
increase demand for family planning services

through training frontline health care workers, implementing innovative social behavior
communication change approaches, and improving supply chains.” Nigeria’s Minister of
Women Affairs Dame Polina Tallen said, “Collaboration is necessary to improve the
health of women and mothers in the society.” Tallen added, “A lot of advocacy needs to
be conducted to the traditional and religious leaders in various communities and at the
grassroot level to get better results.”
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USAID Mission Director Meets With Minister of State Finance, Budget, and
National Planning

● On March 15, USAID Mission Director Anne Patterson met with the Honorable
Minister of State Finance, Budget, and National Planning, Prince Clement Agba, in Abuja
to discuss USAID/Nigeria's Memoranda of
Understanding (MOU) with state
governments. During the meeting, she
requested the minister’s support in facilitating
the smooth implementation of the MOUs.
Minister Agba committed to partnering with
the Mission to ensure that state governments
effectively execute the MOUs. The Mission
Director was accompanied by Acting Deputy
Mission Director Chidinma Ikonne, Acting Program Office Director Kyra
Turner-Zogbekor, Acting Health, Population and Nutrition Office Director Melissa
Freeman, and Senior Development Program Specialist Olaniyi Olawoye. (Photo: USAID
Mission Director Anne Patterson with Prince Clement Agba, Minister of State Finance, Budget, and
National Planning in Abuja.)

USAID Delegation Monitors Peace and Security in Adamawa State
● On March 18, USAID completed a three-day visit to Yola to meet implementing

partners, sub-grantees, activity beneficiaries, the United Nations International
Organization for Migration, and members of the
Adamawa State government. The aim of the visit was
to monitor USAID peace and security programming
and gain an improved understanding of the security
context in northern Adamawa. USAID/Nigeria
Supervisory Democracy Officer Folasade Owolabi said,
“USAID’s peacebuilding activities have been successful

in fostering and strengthening social cohesion between farmers and herders in Adamawa
State.” She added, “Our peacebuilding activities are having an impact beyond the
communities within which they are being implemented.” For example, Borrong
community leaders in the Demsa Local Government Area shared that neighboring
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communities had approached them to inquire about replicating their peace platforms in
their own communities. (Photo: Meeting with male activity beneficiaries in Adamawa.)

USAID Participates in 2022 World TB Day Commemoration
● On March 24, USAID participated in a Ministerial Press Briefing to commemorate 2022

World Tuberculosis Day . This year’s World TB Day theme, “Invest to End TB, Saves
Lives” is a call to action that resonates with the most critical needs of Nigeria's National
TB Program. USAID works in close collaboration with the Government of Nigeria’s

Tuberculosis Program to provide TB screening, diagnostic,
treatment, and preventive services in 18 states through
community and facility-based interventions. Due to USAID’s
contribution, together with other key partners, Nigeria has
witnessed a significant increase in case finding and treatment
coverage in the past two years, in spite of the challenges posed by
the COVID-19 pandemic. In her remarks at the event, Rachel
Goldstein, USAID/Nigeria HIV/AIDS and TB Office Director said,
“USAID will continue to provide the technical support necessary

and interventions to reach every Nigerian with TB, curing those in need of treatment
and preventing the spread of new infections.”  Since 2013, USAID has invested more
than $230 million on TB control efforts in Nigeria. The needs of the TB program,
however, are vast and the program currently has a 70 percent funding gap. USAID also
facilitates multi-sectoral public-private partnerships to increase public awareness and
advocate for more domestic resources to address Nigeria’s TB epidemic.

USAID Donates Scanners to Support Traceability of COVID Vaccines
● On April 4, the USAID/Nigeria team, led by Deputy Mission Director (DMD) Katie

Donohoe, presented 74 scanners to the National Agency for Food and Drug
Administration and Control (NAFDAC) at the
NAFDAC Corporate Office in Abuja.  This
support is critical to reducing the lead time for
COVID-19 vaccines to be made available for
use after in-country delivery, reducing pressure
on limited storage facilities in Abuja. It will also
support NAFDAC’s regulatory requirements by
ensuring the vaccines (and other
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pharmaceutical products) can be traced from the manufacturer to the end-user based
on Global Standards (GS-1) technology. The Director General of NAFDAC, Prof.
Christiana Moji Adeyeye, acknowledged USAID’s support over the years, particularly in
the recent attainment of World Health Organization maturity level three, an
international standard accorded to only three other African countries. DMD Donohoe
assured NAFDAC of USAID’s continued support in the implementation of the
end-to-end traceability technology in Nigeria and encouraged NAFDAC as it pushes
toward maturity level four recognition. USAID Global Health Supply Chain Program and
Chemonics procured and delivered the scanners.

USAID E-WASH Activity Transforms Water Utilities in Five States
● On March 30, the USAID closed out its five-year $41 million Effective Water, Sanitation,

and Hygiene (E-WASH) Activity in Nigeria.  The activity transformed the water utility
companies in Abia, Delta, Imo, Niger, and Taraba states by strengthening their

governance structures, as well as financial and
technical viability.  For example, through the
improvement of the billing and collection systems
in Taraba State, tariff revenues tripled and overall
water production in the five states increased by 39
percent.  In her remarks, USAID/Nigeria
Economic Growth and Environment Acting Office

Director Michelle Corzine said, “USAID is proud of the accomplishments we have
achieved with our Nigerian partners.” She added, “We know that there is more to do to
address some of the key challenges that remain in the water, hygiene, sanitation, and
hygiene sector.”  On March 22, USAID announced a $1.2 billion, three-year global
commitment to bolster water security and sanitation around the world. This
announcement builds on the significant contributions USAID has made together with the
Government of Nigeria to bring people the water they need to be healthy and resilient.

Community Action to Mitigate Violence in the 2023 National Elections
● On March 29, 2022 the USAID Community Initiatives to Promote Peace (CIPP) activity

organized a one-day community-based dialogue on mitigating election-related violence in
Kano State.  Kano State has a track record of political instability and election related
violence. In February 2022, during an All Progressive Congress (APC) meeting, a clash
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between two rival APC groups resulted in the loss of life. Most of the casualties were
young people, including some from the communities where CIPP is implementing
activities. CIPP’s implementing partner, Mercy Corps, initiated a quick response to
proactively mitigate the likelihood of further
election-related violence in the 2023 general
elections. CIPP trained traditional, religious,
women, and other community leaders on how to
increase their knowledge of election processes and
to understand their roles and responsibilities to
prevent conflict and violence. More than 100
participants from four local government areas,
including village heads, ward heads, school principals, youth groups, and women’s groups
attended the training. The participants resolved to engage politicians and their
supporters to focus more on issue-based campaigns, which would minimize the
likelihood of participants using violence to settle scores. Alhaji Ibrahim Aliyu, the Village
Head of Tudun Wada stated, “Election violence is very common, and it is the poor and
vulnerable that always suffer.”

USAID Collaborates with Celebrities for Voter Education Ahead of 2023 Elections
● To complement other voter education initiatives, USAID partner National Democratic

Institute (NDI), is working with popular celebrities
such as music icon Innocent Idibiam, known as 2Baba,
and actress Ini Edo to identify innovative approaches
to get more citizens to vote. The celebrities will
produce and disseminate voter education skits and
videos in May to encourage women and youth to
vote. 2Baba and Ini also committed to participating in
NDI’s election-related events and using their social

media platforms for voter education. Ini Edo has 12.3 million Instagram followers, while
2Bab has 7.3 million.  In 2019, Nigeria’s presidential election recorded the lowest voter
turnout (34 percent) in its democratic history. This was mostly due to the fractured
relationship between politicians and citizens, and the belief that votes do not count.
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Trade Hub Awards $1.2 Million Co-investment Grant To Tomato Jos
● Through its COVID-19 rapid response intervention, USAID’s West Africa Trade Hub

awarded a $1.2 million co-investment grant to Tomato Jos in August 2021 to boost
productivity, incomes, and resilience of
approximately 4,000 maize and soybean
smallholder farmers in Kaduna State. As part of
this three-year grant, smallholders will receive
loans to buy seeds and receive training in modern
agricultural techniques to improve production
efficiency and increase their crop yields. In
addition, the company will work with farmers to
improve the processing and storage of grains to optimize crop quality and higher market
prices. Between December 2021 and January 2022, Tomato Jos signed contracts with
more than 300 farmers ahead of the 2022 growing season.

USAID/GeoCenter YouthMappers Strive to Bridge Digital Divide
● USAID/GeoCenter YouthMappers has established chapters at more than 20
universities in Nigeria.  Students have worked on projects to map their own

communities, critical infrastructure, as well as
contribute to mapping campaigns across Africa and
the world. These activities help close the digital
skills divide in Nigeria that hampers the country’s
full participation in the modern economy.
USAID/GeoCenter program has established a
network of over 300 university-based mapping
clubs in over 65 countries that capitalize on
web-based open geospatial technologies.

YouthMapper Activity manager, Rory Nealon said, “The program’s mission is to cultivate
a generation of young leaders to create resilient communities and to define their world
by mapping and analyzing it.” Nigeria YouthMappers has 25 chapters, which includes the
University of Port Harcourt, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, University of Lagos, Kaduna
State University, University of Jos, University of Maiduguri, Federal University of
Kashere, and Umaru Musa Yar'adua University Katsina.
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USAID Approves Continuation of Existing Marking Waivers

Following a six-month review on January 25, 2022, USAID/Nigeria approved the continuation of
its existing waiver for marking funded activities in Adamawa, Borno, Gombe, and Yobe states in
the northeast.

The “regional waiver,” which has been in existence since 2013, was extended due to the
continued threat of attacks or violence from terrorist organizations and organized armed
groups in the northeast.  This waiver has been periodically reviewed and narrowed over time.
Initially, in 2013, the waiver applied to 14 states in northern Nigeria— Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno,
Gombe, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Niger, Plateau, Sokoto, Yobe, and Zamfara. In
2015, USAID/Nigeria narrowed the waiver’s scope by removing Kebbi and Niger states. In 2019,
USAID/Nigeria again reviewed the waiver and further narrowed its scope, removing eight of the
12 states and leaving only Adamawa, Borno, Gombe, and Yobe.

While the waiver permits implementing partners to waive USAID’s marking requirements in
these four states, given the deteriorating security situation in which they operate, they are
nonetheless expected to credit USAID and the American people for the assistance where it is
safe to do so, ensuring that proper credit is given for USAID’s assistance.

Implementing partners that elect to rely on the waiver, however, should not continue to use
their own organization’s markings or logos.

All USAID implementing partners operating outside these areas, must adhere strictly to all
approved branding and marking protocols. In accordance with Automated Directives System
Chapter 320, Branding and Marking, this extended waiver will be reviewed again within the next
six months.

Should your work be hampered by any new security challenges outside these four states and
you would like to discuss possible changes to any branding and marking requirements, please
contact Marva Butler, Deputy Office Director, Office of Acquisition and Assistance at
mbutler@usaid.gov.

For additional questions about branding, storytelling, and marketing approval please consult the
Development Outreach and Communication team at abujadoc@usaid.gov.
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Social Media Round Up

We are excited to launch our USAID/Nigeria social media round up. Every Monday, we will
reach out to share this weekly digest to capture our progress, encourage an organic boost on
our posts, and serve as a reminder to send in any worthwhile content. To amplify our messages,
please share with your own networks by clicking on the links.

Last Quarter’s Highlights
World Health Worker Day #WorldHealthDay

🤓@WCS_Nigeria interns become staff
Launch of USAID Advancing Nutrition Activity in Nigeria
@PowerAfrica Off-grid Investor Pitch Competition
Feed the Future #BreaktheBias activity in Adamawa and Borno

Top Tren ding Posts
Top Instagram Post | Top Twitter Post | Top Facebook Post

🌐 Upcoming Campaigns
Please send any content or toolkits to AbujaDoc@usaid.gov

● May 17: International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia
● May 25: Africa Day
● May 28: Menstrual Hygiene Day
● June 5: World Environment Day
● June 12: World Day Against Child Labor
● June 16: International Day of the African Child
● June 20: World Refugee Day

Social Media Survey
To help improve our social media platforms, we kindly ask you to take this one minute survey
so that we may better engage with your organization online. Thank you!

Survey: https://forms.gle/AVfgxqYxk1XoPYk7A
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New Activities

USAID Issued Six New Awards This Quarter

Award Date Activity Implementing Partner

04-Feb-2022 Leveraging Education Assistance
Resources in Nigeria (LEARN) to Read

Activity

Creative Associates
International

LEARN to Read is designed to support sustainable improvements in reading outcomes for
pupils in grades 1 and 2 in select Nigerian states. This will also provide technical assistance to
key actors at the local, state, and national levels to strategically leverage available government
and development partner resources to construct an enabling environment for Nigerian
children at the early grade primary level to learn to read in languages they use and
understand.

07-Feb-2022 Watershed Protection for Safe and
Sustainable Water Supply Activity

Wildlife Conservation
Society (WCS)

The objective of the program is to increase water security and resilience of 137 communities
(an estimated 24,592 households/200,000 people) and ecosystems that depend upon the
Cross River Watershed in Cross River State and the Pai River Watershed in Bauchi State.

Accelerating Control of the HIV Epidemic in Nigeria (ACE)

The primary focus of the ACE program is to support relevant HIV/AIDS/TB service delivery
through a combination of direct service delivery support and technical assistance in Nigeria,
across a variety of technical areas relevant to the continuum of prevention, care, and
treatment of HIV infection.

04-Jan-2022 ACE: Lagos, Edo, Bayelsa Heartland Alliance LTD

04-Feb-2022 ACE: Adamawa, Borno, Yobe Achieving Health Nigeria
Initiative (AHNi)

23-Feb-2022 ACE: Bauchi, Kano, Jigawa Georgetown Global Health
Nigeria

28-Feb-2022 ACE: Kwara, Niger Center for Clinical Care
and Clinical Research
(CCCRN)
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Upcoming IP Training

● 25 May: PLSO Round Table with Chief of Parties
● 26 May: Post Award Administration: Modifications and Incremental Funding (OAA)
● 01 June: PLSO Guest Speaker Event on Election Security
● 01-03 June: Gender integration course (ADS 205)
● 23 June: Post Award Administration: Close Out (OAA)
● 24 June: Fraud awareness & prevention training for ACE partners (OFM)
● 28-30 June: Gender integration course (ADS 205)
● 22 July: Post Award Administration: Approvals and Waivers (OAA)
● 25 August : Grants and Contract Management (OAA)

For more information on ADS 205 training, please contact Tessie Kuhe, Mission Gender and
Inclusive Development Specialist at tkuhe@usaid.gov. For more information on OAA training,
please contact Marva Butler, Deputy Office Director, Office of Acquisition and Assistance at
mbutler@usaid.gov. For more information on MEL training, please contact Chidimma Anyanwu,
MEL Team Lead, Program Office at canyanwu@usaid.gov. For more information on PLSO
training, please contact Simon Enajedu, PLSO COR, Executive Office at senajedu@usaid.gov.
For more information on OFM training, please contact Chidinma Ikonne, Controller, Office of
Financial Management at cikonne@usaid.gov.

USAID Staff Comings and Goings

Arrivals
Economic Growth and Environment
Happiness Fashola, Feed The Future Program Management Specialist, January 2022

Peace and Democratic Governance
Melissa Desai, Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, January 4
Aisha Shehu, Program Management Specialist (Conflict), January 31
Machill Maxwell, Program Management Specialist (Integrated Governance), March 28
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Departures
Program Office
Beth Brownson, Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning Program Officer, March 18

Humanitarian Assistance Response Technical Office
Melanie Mason, Senior Humanitarian Advisor, February 28
David Starnes, Senior Humanitarian Advisor,  April 20
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