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HIGHLIGHTS 

• At least three children killed, five others wounded in unexploded ordnance blast in Ngala Local Government Area (LGA). 
• Health partners deploy vital cholera and medical kits to Pulka town following reports of acute water diarrhea (AWD) 

cases  
• Acute water diarrhea (AWD) fatalities reported in Damboa LGA where major health and water sanitation and hygiene 

(WASH) gaps persist for over 300,000 civilians 
• Increasing influx of new arrivals and flash flooding incidents trigger shelter shortages in Bama and Banki camps. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 
Increasing influx of new arrivals and flash flooding trigger shelter shortages in Bama LGA 

An influx of new arrivals, including those rescued by the military during counter-operations and others coming from 
inaccessible locations, is stretching shelter facilities and services in the Government Senior Secondary School (GSSS) 
camp in Bama LGA. In the last month alone, some 928 (366 households) arrived at the already congested camp reception 
center, without individual shelters. The State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) also informed that another batch of 
over 500 new arrivals, including former combatants and their families who recently “surrendered” to the military, will arrive 
at the GSSS camp in the coming days and weeks. The shelter situation is further aggravated by recent flash flooding 
incidents from heavy downpours, which damaged or destroyed several shelters and critical WASH facilities affecting 
hundreds of IDP families.  In Banki town, one person was killed and four others injured in heavy rainfalls that destroyed 91 
shelters during the week.  Bama and Banki towns are among the most congested IDP sites where partners are struggling 
with limited space to support the increasing population influx and also mitigate risks of water-borne disease outbreaks during 
the ongoing rainy season. Shelter partners are planning to carry out a rapid assessment of the damaged shelters in the 
coming days. 
 
Acute water diarrhea (AWD) cases reported in Damboa LGA where major health and WASH gaps persist for over 
300,000 civilians 
More than 30 suspected cases of acute watery diarrhea (AWD) have been reported in recent weeks across camps and host 
communities in Damboa LGA where partners are struggling with funding shortfalls, insecurity along supply routes and 
limited presence of state health and WASH actors to scale up critical services for over 300,000 civilians during the ongoing 
rainy season.  Despite the large civilian population including recent influx of new arrivals, only six partner-run health facilities 
are operational in the LGA with no capacity for secondary health care services. The General Hospital which could potentially 
provide health care services is non-functional and is currently occupied by IDPs facing shelter shortages. Movement of vital 
health and nutrition supplies has been challenging for partners due to worsening insecurity, with non-state armed groups 
(NSAGs) mounting illegal vehicle checkpoints (IVCPs) along supply routes leading delays and shortages of vital health and 
WASH kits. Some four fatalities suspected to be AWD were reported last week although there has not been any confirmation 
as the cases were managed at home. Efforts including a UNDP-led dam project and water trucking are being intensified to 
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ameliorate the situation while immediate funding, increased presence and engagement of government (to enable the sinking 
of more boreholes and reactivation of the General Hospital) and timely approval of military escort services are critical to 
stabilizing the situation.  The OCHA-led inter-sector coordination group (ISCG) is following up with WASH and health sectors 
to explore immediate measures to ramp up services as the rainy season enters its peak.  
 
Health partners rollout emergency response to suspected cases of AWD in Pulka town  

Health sector partners over the weekend deployed vital cholera kits and over 30 cartons of other medical supplies to Pulka 
town following reports of suspected AWD cases in the area. Active case search, community mobilization/sensitization 
programmes and case management activities are also being scaled up across camps and communities in the town. An 
isolation/treatment facility has also been established to manage suspected cases. As of 27 August, some 32 suspected 
cases were on admission while 79 have been treated and discharged. Field partners had in recent weeks raised concerns 
about the deteriorating conditions, particularly relating to health services in Pulka town, Gwoza LGA, hosting some 60,000 
people including IDPs, returnees and the host community population. The withdrawal of MSF, the only agency providing 
secondary health care services, from Pulka in July continues to pose major concerns and gaps in health services particularly 
the management of chronic diseases such as diabetes. The Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. Edward Kallon, after a mission 
to Gwoza LGA earlier this month, met with Governor Babagana Zulum to advocate for the prompt takeover of the MSF 
health facility and services by the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) as previously arranged, to sustain critical health services 
especially during the ongoing rainy season when the risks of diseases and other health issues are typically higher. OCHA 
is following up with the SMoH on the deployment of medical staff and the Inter-Sector Coordination Group (ISCG) will also 
engage with the Education Sector to address the issues of infrastructural gaps and staffing across schools in the town. 
 

Unexploded ordnance blast kills three children in Ngala LGA 

At least three children were killed and five others wounded (including three in critical condition) following the explosion of 
an unexploded ordnance (UXO) in Ngala town, Ngala LGA. According to field reports, the children were playing and 
collecting scrap metals under the Mblu bridge connecting to neighbouring Cameroon when one of them picked up the UXO 
that triggered the fatal explosion. Unconfirmed reports claim the explosive may have been planted by non-state armed 
groups (NSAGs) to blow up the bridge several months back. A similar fatal explosion was reported in the same LGA in 
December 2019 when a child accidentally detonated an explosive device he picked up while playing. While many conflict-
affected communities have been reopened in recent years, paving the way for civilian returns and Government-led 
relocations, protection partners continue to emphasize the need for major demining operations to mitigate the risk of UXOs 
and other remnants of war to guarantee safety, including in farming areas and along major supply routes where fatal 
explosions have been reported in recent years.  
 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
 

  Food Security/Livelihoods  
Needs: 
• Ongoing insecurity marked by clashes, attacks and illegal vehicle checkpoints along major supply routes continue to 

impede scale-up plans, including food deliveries especially in hard-to-reach and unreached locations. Access to land 
including for farming is also limited, especially in hard-to-reach areas. Although the FSS is working with other sectors 
and LGA authorities to explore access options in some locations such as Gubio and Nganzai LGAs, it is unlikely that 
many of such unreached locations will be covered during the lean season.  

Response: 
• Borno State Government intensified the implementation of mega-farm projects across strategic locations to enable 

households to access farmlands to support food production.  
• FSS partners led by FAO completed distribution of agricultural livelihood inputs targeting some 98,800 households with 

seeds and tools across LGAs to enable them to take advantage of the wet season to cultivate food and ameliorate 
impacts of lean season food insecurity.  

• FSS partners have commenced emergency food assistance across hard-to-reach locations for the month of August, 
while plans are being finalized to also preposition food supplies to cover the month of September in high-risk areas 
such as Rann and Damasak towns, which may become more difficult to reach due to flooding along major roads during 
the peak of the rainy season.  
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   Nutrition 
Needs: 
• The withdrawal of operations by MSF (a major health sector partner) in Gwoza and Pulka towns is impacting access to 

timely medical services for over 150,000 civilians in the areas and is expected to trigger an increase in malnutrition. 
Response: 
 

  Early Recovery 

Response: 
• Sector partners are intensifying vocational skills programmes including tailoring, welding, fish farming, automobile 

mechanics and solar energy installation for beneficiaries across camps and host communities in Maiduguri Metropolitan 
Council (MMC), Jere, Gwoza and Pulka towns as part of efforts to support livelihoods and self-reliance. 

• During the reporting period, some 90 beneficiaries from MMC, Jere, Mobbar, Hawul and Gwoza LGAs received support 
including cash grants to establish small-scale businesses. 

• An ongoing fence construction at the Damboa LGA primary health care (PHC) facility by partners is providing 
employment through cash-for-work assistance to some 100 community members. 

• Training for the establishment of village savings and loans association (VSLA) groups was rolled out in Konduga and 
Pulka towns to guarantee community members access to credit facility to fund small businesses. In Mafa LGA, partners 
are monitoring the performance of 37 VSLA groups already established to provide continuous support ensuring quality 
and effectiveness. 

 
  Education 

Needs:  
• Ongoing insecurity especially in hard-to-reach and high-risk LGAs continues to impact education services, especially 

the limited availability of teachers, who often cite risks of attacks and clashes.  
 

Response: 
• Following the closure of schools for the commencement of summer holidays (running until September) the Education 

Sector and its partners are mobilizing efforts to implement major repair and rehabilitation works, conduct trainings for 
teachers and also conduct needs assessment across LGAs and communities. 
 

  Health 
Response: 
• The health sector and partners continue to intensify support to the SMoH in managing the rising cases of measles, 

including through incident management systems (IMS) and public health emergency operation centers (PHEOCs) 
across affected locations. 

• Although Borno State has not recorded any new cases of COVID-19 since early July, Health Sector partners continue 
to intensify response and risk mitigation protocols including testing services and awareness messaging through different 
channels such as mass media, handbills, house-to-house campaigns etc. as the country is currently witnessing a third 
wave of the pandemic with high rates of new infections reported in recent weeks. Following the arrival of additional 
doses of vaccines in the country, sector partners will be providing logistics and technical support to the SMoH in the 
distribution/administration of the vaccines once the state receives its allocation.  

   

  Protection 

Response: 
• The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) conducted trainings on protection and human rights issues for some 53 

stakeholders and local authority focal points from Pulka, Mafa, Bama, MMC and Gwoza towns during the reporting 
period, as part of efforts to improve quality of services.  

• Sector partners led by IRC facilitated training for 33 justice and government actors covering general protection 
principles, the Kampala Convention, International Humanitarian Law, International Human Rights Law. IRC also 
provided legal assistance to vulnerable populations, including the restoration of custody of children to a widow during 
the reporting period. 
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  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 
• There is an urgent need for the repair and re-construction of about 54 per cent of latrines that are partially functional or 

totally broken.  
• Acute shortages, especially in locations like Damboa LGA, are a major concern as it exposes affected populations to 

safety hazards, especially women and girls who are at risk of abduction and sexual violence while venturing out of 
dwelling areas/safe zones in search of water. Although water trucking is being scaled up by sector partners, the 
approach is unsustainable and expensive. Resorting to unsafe sources for water has increased the risk of water-borne 
diseases including acute watery diarrhea (AWD), which has been reported across several LGAs. 

• Partners are facing significant shortages of essential WASH non-food item (NFI) kits including cholera kits, soaps and 
hygiene items to meet urgent needs during the ongoing rainy season.  

• The withdrawal of a critical WASH partner, FHI360, from three major camps in Dikwa LGA has triggered major response 
gaps in the area, with thousands of IDP households directly affected. The sector is holding internal discussions to 
consider measures to close the gaps to mitigate risks and affected households resorting to contaminated water sources.  

Response: 
• Water quality monitoring and testing is ongoing across over 200 water sources in hotspot areas of the state, with 

corrective actions such as chlorination being implemented.  
 

 
  Funding Overview 

Out of $1.0 billion required for the 2021 humanitarian response in north-east Nigeria, $503 million is required for Borno 
State.  
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