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I .   P O S T - F E B R U A R Y  2 2  I D P  A S S E S S M E N T S :  B A C K G R O U N D  

 
An alarming increase in displacement after the Samarra shrine bombing in February 2006 has 
highlighted the need for in-depth needs assessments of recently displaced populations. IOM 
conducts assessments in the central and southern 15 governorates, complementing the 
registration work conducted by other entities, such as the Ministry of Displacement and Migration. 
 
IOM monitors use IDP Rapid Assessment Templates created in coordination with Cluster F

1
 and 

the IDP Working Group. Monitors gather information from MoDM, IDP tribal and community 
leaders, local NGOs, local government bodies, and individual IDP families. Based on this 
information, IOM is distributing Iraq Displacement Assessments and Statistics reports, 
Governorate Assessment Profiles, and Displacement Year in Review reports.

2
  This information is 

assisting IOM and other agencies to prioritize areas of operation, plan emergency responses, and 
design long-term, durable solutions programs.   
 
IOM’s assessment efforts are ongoing; this should be kept in mind when reading statistics that 
are represented over time. Also, some statistics represent questions that allowed multiple 
responses.  

                                                   
1
 The UN Country Team cluster for IDPs, Refugees, and Durable Solutions, of which IOM is Deputy Cluster Coordinator. 

2
 Available at http://www.iom-iraq.net/idp.html 
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I I .   I D P  O V E R V I E W   

 
Percentages on map show distribution by district of the IDP population covered by IOM’s assessment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1. Governorate Background 
 
The oil-rich governorate of Kirkuk is located in the northeast of Iraq. Kirkuk’s strategic importance 
is drawn from the fact that despite Kurdish claims to it, it is outside the 'Kurdistan Autonomous 
Region' delineated in 1975. In 1972, the former regime changed the historic name of the 
governorate from “Kirkuk” to “Al-Tameem”, meaning “Nationalization”. The name “Kirkuk” is now 
most frequently used in Iraq and by the international community.  
 
The Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) estimates that 2,143 families, or an 
estimated 12,858 individuals, have been displaced in Kirkuk since February 2006

5
.    

 
IOM’s assessments cover 2,166 families

6
; average family size is six persons, yielding an 

estimated total of 12,996 individuals assessed. (Note that these are numbers of IDPs assessed 
by IOM, not total per governorate. Please refer to the Cluster F Update for total displacement 
figures.) 
 
2. IDP Entry into Governorate: 
 
It is reported that after February 2006, the local authorities issued an order preventing IDPs who 
are not originally from Kirkuk from entering the governorate in order to avoid changing the 
demography of Kirkuk, although this is not strictly enforced.   
 
3. Ethnicity and Religion:   
 
Kirkuk is a rich blend of ethnicities and religions.  This diversity is reflected in the IDP population 
and is also the cause of instability and violence in Kirkuk.  Most of the IDPs assessed are Sunni 
Muslims and Arabs: 
 
 

                                                   
3
 As per Ministry of Displacement and Migration.  See latest Cluster F Update on IDPs, 15 May 2007 

4
 As per IOM’s Phase II monitoring, December 2005 

5
  Cluster F Update on IDPs, 15 May 2007  

6
 The monitors use templates for both IDP groups and individual IDP families; therefore, information obtained from group 

templates applies to multiple families.   

Capital:  
Kirkuk 

Districts:  Al-Hawiga, Daquq, Kirkuk 
Population 
(as per 
1997 
census): 871,412 individuals 
Total IDPs 
post-Feb. 
2006

3
: 

2,143 families (est. 12,858 
individuals) 

Total IDP 
and IDP 
returnees 
pre-Feb. 
22, 2006

4
: 

 
22,653 (est. 135,918 
individuals) 

Daquq 

Al-Hawiga 

Kirkuk 

Kirkuk 
 

30% 

 

11% 

 

59% 
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Religion:  
 
Sunni Muslim 78.0% 

Shia Muslim 17.3% 

Christian 4.7% 

 
Ethnicity:  
 
Kirkuk contains a diverse mix of ethnicities: 
 

Arab, 64.9%
Kurd, 16.5%

Turkmen, 

13.9%

Chaldean, 2.0% Assyrian, 1.8% Armenian, 

0.9%

 
 
4. Places of Origin:  
 
IDPs in Kirkuk also come from many regions in Iraq, representing ten governorates in all. 
 
Places of origin for IDPs in Kirkuk: 
 

Ninewa, 6%

Salah al-Din, 18% Diyala, 24%

Kirkuk, 13%

Baghdad, 35%

Other, 2%

Anbar, 3%

 
 
5. Reasons for Displacement:   

 
The majority of IDPs interviewed in Kirkuk fled because of direct threats to life, whether it was the 
abduction or assignation of family or neighbours, or direct threats communicated via mobile, 
texts, anonymous notes, messengers, etc.   
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IDPs listed their top reasons for fleeing as follows: 
 

67%

47%

30%

15%

12%

1%

Direct threats to life

Forced displacement from property

Generalized violence

Armed conflict

Left out of fear

Other

 

 
When asked why they or their families were targeted, 88% of IDPs assessed in Kirkuk responded 
that they thought it was due to belonging to a certain religion or sect: 
 
Belonging to a certain religion or sect 88.0% 
Belonging to a certain social group 12.1% 
Belonging to a certain ethnic group 7.4% 
Holding a certain political opinion 3.1% 

 
Eighty-nine percent (89%) of IDPs assessed had been displaced once and eleven percent (11%) 
had been displaced twice.  This second displacement is higher than in most governorates. 
 
August 2006 and February 2007 were the most frequently reported dates of displacement among 
IDPs assessed: 
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Please note that this is not a representation of population displacement rate in Iraq. This simply 
represents the various dates of displacement reported by those IDPs in the sample IOM 
assesses. Since assessments are ongoing, the fact that few IDPs reported dates of displacement 
in 2007 does not mean that fewer Iraqis are being displaced; it simply means that these 
populations are just now being identified during the assessments.  
 
6. Outline of Pre-Existing IDP Population (pre-February 22, 2006)  
 
Before 2006, IOM monitored 22,653 IDP families (pre-2003 IDPs, post-2003 IDPs, and IDP 
returnees).  The displacement and return dynamics in Kirkuk are among the most complex in 
Iraq. This is mainly due to the varying groups present in the area and the long history of 
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displacement of the Kurds and Turkish populations as part of the Anfal and Arabization 
campaigns throughout the past thirty years, whereby these groups were replaced with Shia Arabs 
from the south, and some Sunni populations from the center.  
 
With the fall of the former regime in 2003, the reversal of forced displacement policies (Anfal and 
Arabization) led to the return of thousands of Kurdish and Turkmen IDP families to Kirkuk, and 
specifically to Kirkuk City. This in turn led to the displacement of thousands of Arab families who 
were settled in Kirkuk by the former regime. It is reported that although some of the Arabs were 
forcibly pushed from their homes, others fled in fear.  
 
7. IDP Population’s Relationship with the Host Community  

 
Although IDPs are welcomed and assisted in some districts, Kirkuk contains a diverse mix of 
peoples and religious/ethnic tensions heavily influence IDP relations with the host community. In 
some cases differences in local custom produce tension even when IDPs are of the same 
ethnicity as the area to where they move. IDP registration is affected by religious or ethnic 
identity, with local authorities sometimes delaying registration for months. Some IDPs have 
married their daughters to local elders in order to ensure local protection.  
 
8. Intentions of post-February 22 IDPs:  
 
One of the most important and politically charged questions regarding displacement is whether 
IDPs will stay in their current location (thus crystallizing the polarization of communities), move to 
a third location, or return home (resulting in potential mass returns).   
 
While the majority of IDPs assessed intend to return home, a significant percentage (31%) 
intends to remain in their place of displacement: 
 

66%

31%

3%

Return to their place of origin

Locally integrate in the current

location

Resettle in a third location

 

 
Broken down by religion, IDPs intentions are as follows: 
 

Religion 

Locally 
integrate in 
the current 

location 

Resettle 
in a 
third 

location 

Return to 
their place 
of origin 

Waiting on one or 
several factors to 
make a decision 

Christian 8.8% 11.8% 79.4% 0.0% 

Shia Muslim 34.0% 4.5% 61.2% 0.3% 

Sunni Muslim 31.5% 1.6% 66.4% 0.4% 

Total 30.9% 2.6% 66.2% 0.4% 
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The majority of IDPs assessed in Kirkuk responded that they will wait until the security situation 
improves to implement their intentions.  
 

I I I .   E M E R G E N C Y  A S S E S S M E N T  A N D  N E E D S  

    

1. Security & Vulnerabilities   
 
Security 
 
Security has deteriorated greatly over recent months; religious and ethnic related violence has 
escalated in Kirkuk as it has throughout Iraq. There have been political assassinations and 
several bombings targeting civilians, as well as increased insurgent activity. The Kirkuk 
administration and Multi-National Forces have responded by increasing checkpoints throughout 
the governorate. Insurgents dominate some areas.  They intimidate the IDPs and host 
community, issuing orders such as banning female students from going to schools or markets. 
 
Despite Kirkuk’s deteriorating security situation, 94% of IDPs assessed reported that they felt 
safe in their current location.  IDPs are moving to those communities that reflect their religion and 
ethnicity, which provides a certain feeling of security, especially compared to the place from 
where they fled. 
 
Security checkpoints throughout Kirkuk restrict IDPs’ and monitors’ movements, as well as that of 
the host community. The security situation in certain areas also impedes movement; insurgents 
control certain roads and have abducted travellers. Eight percent (8%) of families reported 
needing authorization to move from their current location, while 6% must pass through a 
checkpoint in order to move near their homes, which is higher than in most governorates. 
 
Twenty-one percent (21%) of IDP families reported a death or serious injury within their families, 
which is also much higher than what is reported in other governorates. Of these, deaths and 
injuries were reported as follows: 
 
Group members killed by militants/MNF-I/Iraq Forces 52.5% 
Other deaths 34.1% 
Other injuries 14.8% 
Group members killed by another citizen 10.0% 

 
Seventy-one (71) families (3.3%) also reported that they had family members who were 
unaccounted for. Ninety-seven (97) families (4.5%) reported that family members had been 
detained.  
 

Vulnerabilities 

 

Ten percent (10%) of those assessed reported vulnerabilities among the family members, mostly 

elderly and pregnant women.  Of those who have vulnerabilities, the types are as follows: 

 
Elderly person 46.7% 
Pregnant woman 29.5% 
Female head of household 15.8% 
Other vulnerability 1.3% 
Person with mental disability 3.3% 
Person with serious illness 3.4% 
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Women & Children 
 

Women and children IDPs face special challenges in places of displacement, including lack of 

needed health care, nutrition, social constraints, etc. Knowledge of displaced populations’ age 

and gender facilitates the targeting of humanitarian assistance.  

 

Insurgents are restricting movement and access to education for women and girls. Forced 

marriages to locals are often seen as a way to ensure protection. More IDP children are 

reportedly being forced to work and fewer children are enrolling in school than in other 

governorates, especially in Hawija. 
 

Throughout Iraq, assessments are revealing that displacement is close to equally distributed 

among females and males.  For Kirkuk, the following information was obtained through interviews 

with 230 families (934 individuals): 
 

Gender: 
 

Male

51%

Female

49%

 

 

Breakdown per gender and age group: 
 

Age Total Male Female 

Total 100% 51% 49% 

Less than 1 6% 2% 4% 

1 to 4 25% 14% 11% 

5 to 17 32% 16% 16% 

18 to 60 33% 19% 14% 

More than 60 3% 1% 2% 

 
2. Shelter and Basic Services   
 
Shelter (living arrangements) 
 
Nearly half of IDPs assessed in Kirkuk are renting. The next most frequent type of shelter is 
sharing a home with family or relatives. More IDPs assessed are living in public buildings, 
collective settlements, or tents compared to other governorates.  Following is the breakdown of 
shelter for IDPs assessed:  
 
Rented housing 46.0% 
In the house of host family or relatives 18.4% 
Other 16.7% 
Public building  8.2% 
Collective town / settlement 6.6% 
Tent near house of host family or relatives 3.5% 
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Seven percent (7%) reported that they face eviction or other threats to leave their premises.  For 
those who face these threats, the reasons were reported as follows: 
 
Pressure from neighbors 54.2% 
Other threat or pressure 24.2% 
Pressure from militants 17.0% 
Pressure from relatives 4.6% 

 
Food/Public Distribution System (PDS) 
 
Iraqis throughout the country depend on the Public Distribution System food rations, and this is 
especially true for IDPs, many whom do not have a source of income or savings to adequately 
cover their needs, including food. 
 
A high percentage (40%) of IDPs assessed in Kirkuk reported no access to PDS rations, one of 
the highest in the country.  Access is as follows: 
 

No Answ er, 

1%

Not at all, 40%

Yes, alw ays, 

17%

Sometimes, 

42%

 

 
This can be further broken down by district: 
 

District 
Yes, 

always 
Not at 

all Sometimes 

  17% 40% 42% 

Al-Hawiga 12% 45% 43% 

Daquq 18% 39% 43% 

Kirkuk 18% 40% 41% 
 
The most commonly reported reason for not receiving rations is the unstable security situation, 
which hinders the transportation of food to areas where insurgents are active. Another major 
factor is difficulty transferring PDS ration cards. In many cases local authorities are refusing to 
approve PDS card transfer for newly displaced families, who are then forced to rely on the host 
community for food. Local authorities try to restrict families who are not originally from Kirkuk, or 
prevent Arab IDPs from transferring their PDS cards while allowing Kurdish IDPs to do so. IDPs 
of all ethnicities are also hindered by bureaucratic process: the transfer procedure requires 
people to deregister in their place of origin, an impractical journey for most IDPs. 
 
Reasons presented for lack of PDS access are as follows: 
 
Food transportation route insecure 81.3% 
Delay transferring PDS registration to new location 15.0% 
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Lack of transportation for food supplies 13.0% 
Other 1.8% 
Do not know why 0.4% 

 
In addition, 18.7% of those who did receive rations said that they were missing items.  

 
When asked if they received food assistance from other sources besides the PDS, a large 
percentage (60%) said they do not. For those who did received food aid from other sources, 
humanitarian organizations were the most frequent source: 
 

 Of those who received aid Of total assessed 
Humanitarian Organizations 38.8% 12.8% 
Regional authorities 34.4% 11.3% 
Others 34.4% 11.3% 
Religious charities 10.8% 3.6% 
National authorities 7.7% 2.5% 

 
Types of food received: 
 

 Of those who received aid Of total assessed 
Dried food / intermediate food 44.2% 14.1% 
Dried food 26.7% 8.5% 
Intermediate food 20.4% 6.5% 
Fresh food / Intermediate food 6.5% 2.1% 
Dried food / Fresh food 1.4% 0.5% 
Dried food / Fresh food / Intermediate food 0.7% 0.2% 

 
Water and Sanitation 
 
Twenty-two percent (22%) of IDPs assessed in Kirkuk do not have regular access to water. 
Those who do have access can reach following water sources: 
 
Municipal water (underground pipes) 76.3% 
Water tanks / trucks 62.8% 
Open / broken pipe 45.3% 
Public Wells 28.9% 
Rivers, streams or lakes 13.6% 

 
In certain areas/villages (Al Hawja, Dammat, Hey Algas, Ali Sanoor, and Al-Shamasiya) IDPs are 
forced to rely on water trucking, which is expensive and unreliable. In some cases, IDPs use 
water from irrigation canals, which is a health hazard.  
 
Access per district is as follows: 
 

District No Yes 

Al-Hawiga 42% 58% 

Daquq 40% 60% 

Kirkuk 10% 90% 
 
Fourteen percent (14%) of those assessed do not have access to toilets, which is also higher 
than most governorates.  This situation is especially common in remote rural areas, where a large 
percentage of Arab IDPs are living. 
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Fuel & Electricity 
 
Most IDPs have at least intermittent access to electricity. Some have illegally tapped into existing 
electrical networks. In some areas, IDPs have no electricity at all, often due to looting of electric 
lines.  
 
Access to electricity is as follows: 
 
Four or more hours per day 58.0% 
1-3 hours per day 33.6% 
No Electricity 7.8% 

 
IDPs in Kirkuk suffer from a severe shortage of fuel. Ninety-one percent (91%) of those assessed 
reported that they have no access to fuel, due to its unavailability or high cost. Fuel availability is 
as follows: 
 
 Of those with access Of total assessed 
Benzene 85.6% 7.1% 
Diesel 10.0% 0.8% 
Kerosene 15.6% 1.3% 
Other 0.0% 0.0% 
Propane 79.4% 6.6% 

 
IDPs interviewed blamed fuel shortages on a variety of factors. Bureaucratic delays and 
corruption prevent IDPs from registering and receiving fuel distribution cards. Also, political 
conflicts affect district fuel distribution, while general insecurity affects supply.  
 
Health Care 
 
There is a severe lack of health care services in Kirkuk.  Fifty-five percent (55%) of IDPs 
assessed reported that there were no health care services available to them, while 43% reported 
that they could not access medications that they need. Eight percent (8%) reported suffering 
infectious diseases/epidemics in the past 45 days.   
 
IDPs in district centers can access healthcare facilities, but most hospitals and clinics are 
overwhelmed with patients and short of qualified staff, medications, and equipment. Women 
especially suffer because there are rarely gynecologists available and sometimes no female staff. 
For IDPs in remote areas, healthcare facilities are simply not available. The dangerous security 
situation has driven away physicians and specialists while greatly hindering the efforts of those 
who remain. 
 
Only 10% of IDPs assessed in Kirkuk have been visited by a health care worker in the past 30 
days.  When healthcare workers did visit, they provided the following services: 
 

 Of those who were visited Of total assessed 
Medical examination 50.0% 5.0% 
Vaccinations 45.4% 4.5% 
Consulting or education 14.8% 1.5% 

 
Earlier this year the Health Directorate in Kirkuk instructed health clinics to vaccinate IDPs even if 
they were not registered with MoDM. However, only 15% of IDPs assessed in Kirkuk reported 
being involved in a vaccination campaign. Those who were received vaccinations during the 
following timeframe (from date of interview): 
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1-3 months ago 38.9% 
7 or more months ago 24.9% 
Last month 17.3% 
4-6 months ago 16.7% 
Last week 2.1% 

 
Education 
 
There is a shortage of teachers at schools due to the security situation. Many IDPs keep their 
children at home to work and help the family. Children are often obliged to do work that is not 
suitable for their ages. Many of the students registered do not actually attend. 
 
 

3. Legal  Concerns 
 

Property Issues 
 
Some IDPs have heard that once they fled their place of origin, their property was confiscated, 
destroyed, or illegally occupied.  Most simply do not know the condition of possessions they left 
behind and are unable to return to assess the situation.  In the case of Kirkuk, responses were as 
follows: 
 
Do not know 75.5% 
Property occupied, controlled or claimed by private 
citizens 10.3% 
Property destroyed 10.2% 
Property accessible 6.8% 

 
Those 230 individual families who were interviewed were asked if they had property they left 
behind.  Many owned a house.  Responses were as follows: 
 
House 68.3% 
Land for agriculture 9.7% 
Apartment or room 1.6% 
Shop / small business 16.6% 
Land for housing 2.5% 
Other 1.3% 

 
Many IDPs who fled to Kirkuk were able to take their cars, tools, and other items with them, 
facilitating integration or the search for employment. IDPs were able to take the following with 
them when they were displaced: 
 
Car transportation 91.6% 

Food 57.3% 

Winter clothing 53.8% 

Tools 51.4% 

Other 38.8% 

Livestock 38.1% 

 
Documentation 
 
IDPs in Kirkuk managed to retain some documents during their displacement, although the 
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percentages of families are lower than in other governorates. Document possession is as follows: 
 
ID Cards 86.4% 
Nationality Certificates 82.1% 
Birth Certificates 72.0% 
Marriage Documents 71.8% 
Death Certificates 17.1% 
Other Documents 3.7% 
Passports 3.3% 

 

I V .  H U M A N I T A R I A N  A S S I S T A N C E  R E C E I V E D  

    
Fifty percent (50%) of IDPs assessed in Kirkuk reported that they have received assistance since 
they fled.  This was primarily provided by MoDM or IDPs’ relatives: 
 

 Of those who received aid Of total assessed 
MoDM 46.5% 23.4% 
Relatives 27.0% 13.6% 
Humanitarian Agency 17.0% 8.6% 
Religious Group 17.0% 8.5% 
Iraqi Red Crescent 12.2% 6.1% 
Other 8.0% 4.0% 
Host Community 3.2% 1.6% 
Other Iraqi Government body 0.0% 0.0% 

 
These organizations provided the following: 
 

35% 10% 8%
43%

Food Non Food Items Other Health

 

 

V .  P R I O R I T Y  N E E D S  

 
Top priority needs:  
 
Shelter was ranked as a top priority by IDPs in Kirkuk, which reflects the high percentage who are 
living in public buildings, collective settlements, with relatives or in tents.  Food ranked almost as 
high as a need, followed by employment.  
 
Priority needs were as follows: 
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93%

84%

73%

31%

7%

5%

3%

3%

1%

0%

Shelter

Food

Access to Work

Legal Help

Other

Water

Sanitation

Health

Education

Hygiene

 

 
Areas/Populations in Need of Priority Assistance: 

 

In Al-Kalaa village 30 Turkmen and Arab families were identified as an especially vulnerable 
group. They have been displaced twice, in 1996 by a flood and more recently due to ethnic 
discrimination. They live in mud houses without basic facilities; their only source of water is wells. 
Their main road is unpaved, meaning that when it rains they have to walk 12 km to reach the 
nearest health clinic. They need chlorine tablets to purify their water and general health care 
assistance.  
 
Fifteen (15) IDP families are living in an unfinished public building and mud houses in Al 
Wastaniyah, Al Rashad sub-district in Kirkuk district. These people were internally displaced from 
Altun Kobri sub-district to Kirkuk district. They depend on the host community’s assistance. They 
need medical care for two handicapped persons whom they cannot afford to support. They also 
need fuel, and they do not have the required documentation to obtain fuel distribution cards. 
  
In Al-Rashad sub-district, about 50 IDP families are threatened by constant fighting and 
insurgents in the area. They intend to move again and will need legal help because they will 
again have to deal with PDS card transfer and registration with MoDM.  
 
Seven (7) Turkmen IDP families were displaced from Baghdad by insurgent threats of kidnapping 
and rape. They now live in Kirkuk centre with their relatives, on whom they are completely 
dependent. This is a burden on their relatives, who are already poor. These families badly need 
employment opportunities. 
  
Seven (7) Turkmen IDPs families were displaced from Salah al Din governorate after insurgents 
killed one of the families’ husbands. They live in a public building that lacks basic services. They 
are engineers but are unable to find work. They currently depend on their savings and will soon 
be displaced again since the city council requires them to leave the building. 
  
Twelve (12) Arab Shia IDP families now living in Kirkuk were displaced from Diyala immediately 
after insurgents decapitated three family members in front of their families.  They left most of their 
property behind and badly need legal help, food items, and non-food items.  

 
Fifteen (15) IDP families of the Kurdish Kakaiya sect are currently living in Daquq district. They 
have been displaced multiple times by ethnic discrimination. They are poorly-received by the host 
community and urgently need food and non-food items.  
 
Forty (40) IDP families are living in Taza in a chicken farm and an irrigation building. This is a 
remote area and they require water and sanitation assistance.          
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Recommendations for Assistance: 
 
IDPs were requested to provide recommendations for community assistance projects, and offered 
the following: 
 

• Build settlements for IDPs in Hawija, since most of them plan to remain there. 

• Establish a health center in Dagmmat, with female staff.    

• Build simple housing in Shorja area, employing local IDP labor. 

• Expand water networks and supply small start-up loans for IDP businesses. 

• Supply doors and windows for IDPs living in the Taza chicken farm; also building 
latrines in Ali Saray village.    

• Set up water storage in Sanoor village.  

• Livestock project in Taza sub-district and Al-Shamisiya village.   

• Wells, latrines, and primary school in Daquq district Al-Eftikhar village. 

• Establish health clinic in Al Hamera village in Taza sub-district.  

• Sewing and carpentry factories in Al-Khadraa neighbourhood. 

• Rehabilitation of existing health clinic and water project in Al-Riyhad sub-district. 
• Health clinic and latrines in Al-Atshana village, along with material to improve mud 

shelters. 
 

C O N C L U S I O N  

    
With its vast oil reserves and ethnic diversity, Kirkuk is a strategically important governorate with 
the potential for increased future conflict. Future political developments, such as a referendum on 
the future of Kirkuk city which should take place before the end of 2007, will have a great impact 
on the security situation and displacement. Various actors are already attempting to manipulate 
ethnic demographics in their favour, and this trend is likely to continue.  
 
Most of the IDPs assessed in Kirkuk had fled sectarian violence throughout Iraq. Their presence 
in Kirkuk intensifies a situation where ethnic and sectarian tensions were already high. Such 
tensions prevent many IDPs from settling comfortably or from receiving assistance. Although the 
majority of IDPs intend to return home, nearly a third plans to stay.  
 
Security in Kirkuk has deteriorated greatly over recent months and hinders movement throughout 
the governorate. An unusually high percentage (21%) of IDPs assessed reported death or serious 
injuries. Insurgents control some areas and intimidate local communities and IDPs.  
 
Most IDPs assessed are either renting or living with relatives.  Many (40%) IDPs cannot access 
PDS food rations at all, primarily because of insecurity but also because of bureaucratic 
difficulties in transferring PDS registration. There is frequently sectarian discrimination in this 
registration process. A majority of IDPs (60%) have not received humanitarian food aid.  
 
Nearly a quarter of IDPs assessed do not have regular access to water; there is also a lack of 
sanitation infrastructure, especially in remote areas.  
 
IDPs in Kirkuk are in urgent need of health care. Only 45% can access clinics or hospitals and 
nearly half lack necessary medications. Few IDPs have vaccinated. Even when IDPs can reach 
healthcare facilities, there is a shortage of supplies and qualified staff.  
 
Overall, the IDP humanitarian situation in Kirkuk is especially dire when compared to other 
governorates. Only half of IDPs assessed in Kirkuk had received any kind of humanitarian aid. 
There is an urgent need in all sectors of assistance, but particularly healthcare, food, and water. 
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IDPs also urgently require more and better shelter. Although the security situation is unstable and 
Kirkuk’s future cloudy, every effort should be made to remedy the humanitarian crisis of Kirkuk’s 
displaced population. 
 
 
 
 

For further information on IDP displacement in Iraq, please contact Martin Ocaga, IOM 
Iraq IDP Program Manager at mocaga@iom-iraq.net (+962 79 64 00581) or Dana 
Graber, Iraq Displacement Specialist, at dgraber@iom-iraq.net (+962 79 611 1759). 
 
 


