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SOMALIA PROTECTION MONITORING SYSTEM 

South Central, Somaliland, Puntland 

Summary of Findings - February 2022 

 

In February 2022, Somalia Protection Monitoring System partners interviewed 1136 Key Informants (KI’s), of which 1093 
provided informed consent to participate in the questionnaire. Interviews were conducted by phone (70%) and in-person 
(30%). This report highlights the most prevalent protection concerns reported by the KIs. An average of 3% of respondents 
were not posed every question, which may in certain instances result in a discrepancy between data reflected below and on 
the online dashboard. 

 OVERALL PROTECTION TRENDS 

Below overview shows the overall reported occurrence of rights violations across Somalia/Land. Based on a revised 

questionnaire with larger focus on a variety of rights violations and protection risks, the information collected may be seen 

to differ slightly in comparison with previous reports published in 2021. As each KI may report a number of incidents, the 

overall total will not be equal to 100%. Furthermore, the percentage calculated disregards the KI’s who were not posed this 

question. Monitors are able to decide at their discretion based on sensitivity and appropriateness to not ask all questions.  

 

 

 

Female genital mutilation (FGM) is considered a human rights violation against women and girls, has no medical necessity 

and may result in a variety of health complications.1 The high reported occurrence of FGM is consistent with overall figures 

for Somalia,2 and underscores gender inequality and associated (cultural) practices across the country. This is underscored by 

the prevalence of sexual assault reported, indicated to be almost exclusively against females; including girls and young 

women. Based on status – IDPs are reported the most affected, followed by persons living with disabilities (PLD) and 

marginalized communities.  

 
1 Female genital mutilation (who.int) 
2 | United Nations Population Fund (unfpa.org) 

https://spms.drchub.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/female-genital-mutilation
https://www.unfpa.org/data/fgm/SO


 

Page 2 of 7 
 

Upon asking if any person or agency contributed to increased risk of FGM in the KI’s communities, 34% responded 

affirmatively. Main contributors to FGM are reported to be;  

→ Women's Groups (40.3%) 

→ Traditional Leaders (16.4%) 

→ Community Members (11.1%) 

→ Religious Leaders (8.4%) 

→ Gatekeepers (4.4%) 

→ Youth Groups (2.7%) 

→ Land Owners (2.2%) 

→ Business Owners (0.4%) 

→ INGOs (0.4%) 

→ CSO (0.4%) 

More specific information on overall connectors and dividers is referred to later in the report. 

Females of all age groups and IDPs were also the two groups reported to have been most affected by reported denial of access 

to justice. This was predominantly sought through customary law (40%). Men overall seem to be unaffected, with only two 

instances of denial of justice being reported to affect adult men – with no other male category/age group reported. The same 

trend is observed in response to the question of inability to submit complaints or concerns to informal/traditional leaders as 

well as denial of (equal) access to humanitarian assistance. 

The fact that PLDs and marginalized groups are also amongst the top reported affected, is an indicator that access is 

constrained particularly due to social ranking and status. It is recommended, however, that more detail is sought on the 

particular marginalized groups as well as reasons for PLD denial – whether this relates to lack of (physical) accessibility or 

more direct forms of exclusion. 

Separation of family members was also frequently reported, and affecting IDPs with a vast majority (25%). Adult women and 

children are reported to be most affected – this results in the assumption that there is a prevalence of separated children 

from their mothers during displacement. 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND ADVOCACY 

Based on overall findings as well as regional highlights, the Protection Clusters makes the following recommendations relating 

to advocacy and intervention methodologies. The recommendations below should be seen as additional to existing Protection 

advocacy messages and calls. 

➢ Enhance information gathering efforts to clarify underlying reasons for denial of access to justice – both formal and 

informal. This should focus on understanding mitigation measures for specific affected population groups: 

o Females; understand whether underlying reasons are relating to domestic cultural processes, cultural 

obstacles within institutions (i.e. lack of culturally appropriate segregation of spaces as relevant) or otherwise. 

Information gathered should be disaggregated by age to allow for age-appropriate considerations. 

Responsive actions should be consecutive and evidence-based, for example by conducting outreach sessions 

(domestic cultural processes), and liaising with governmental and informal institutions to make necessary 

adjustments. 

o PLDs; collect disaggregated data to analyze various obstacles depending on disability type (physical, mental, 

neurological, or sensory) and at a minimum simultaneously commence advocacy and practical adjustments 

to enhance accessibility as appropriate, for example by installing ramps, employing sign language 
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interpreters, and training institutional staff. Coordination with the National Disability Agency (NDA) on both 

analysis and response is key. 

o IDPs: enhance information dissemination relating to services in areas of arrivals, including regular updating 

referral pathways incorporating governmental and customary services, and ensuring visibility of said 

pathways within IDP sites and settlements. Furthermore, further information to understand exclusion of 

specific IDP groups based on minority status is recommended to inform inclusive response and language 

adjustments as needed. 

➢ Enhance higher level advocacy to inform GBV responses specifically related to sexual assault and FGM. This should 

include cultural and religious leaders, including at a local level, to enhance buy-in of key stakeholders. Focusing on 

community-level behavior change methodologies is unlikely to generate envisioned change, as denoted by ongoing 

response and continuous high level of incident and trend reports – including at federal level. As part of integrated 

approaches, women and girls should be prioritized in livelihood programming to improve empowerment efforts. 

➢ Ensure proactive and regular coordination between partners across state/district lines to facilitate family tracing 

and reunification (FTR), prioritizing unaccompanied children with no adult-caregiver to avoid potential exposure to 

further risks and violations.  

➢ Conduct further collaboration and follow up of the Lower Shebelle reported violation of children recruited by 

armed forces/groups, in coordination with MRM.  

KEY FINDINGS (REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS) 

Banadir Administrative Region 

Protection monitors in Banadir interviewed 334 KIs in 11 districts, of which 326 provided consent to continue with the survey. 

31% of surveys were conducted over the phone. 

 

SPMS Partner NRC Monitors in Banadir region reported a significant constraint as a result of relocation (due to eviction or 

livelihood/sustenance constraints) of KIs. Maintaining contact with relocated KIs proves to be difficult. Furthermore, fear of 

reprisals of non-state armed groups is reported as a constraint to conduct interviews at leisure.  

54%

52%
38%

30%

26%

Banadir Top 5 Reported Violations

Sexual assault

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Conflict related to distributions or other
humanitarian assistance

Inability to obtain justice / denied
compensation for abuse(s) suffered

Family members seperated against their
will
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SPMS Partner SSWC reports that cases of sexual assault have been on the rise since the onset of the drought in the monitored 

districts of Kahda and Daynile. This is assessed to be the result of the high influx of newly arrived IDPs exacerbating over-

crowdedness in IDP sites, and newly arrived women and girls having no protective shelter. The increased displacement are 

evaluated to be a direct contributor to increased reporting of family separation.  

Increased stress on existing sites may also be an explanation for the 20% reported destruction of property. SSWC reports that 

IDPs are forced to dismantle the already weak structures built from rusted iron sheets and plastic covers and move to other 

areas. Kahda and Daynile recorded the highest number of forced evictions in 2021, and remains a hotspot thus far.3 

Woqooyi Galbeed Region 

Protection monitors in Woqooyi Galbeed interviewed 29 KIs, of which 28 provided consent to continue with the survey. 79% 

of surveys were conducted over the phone. 

As there were few reported violations, all those reported are reflected in the chart below. 

 

SPMS Partner ASAL indicates that most KIs reported a constraint in knowledge relating to occurrence and prevalence of 

violation incidents, explaining that information may take time to reach them. Relating to community constraints, a main 

challenge is reported to be distance from service delivery locations – including courts.  

Mudug Region 

Protection monitors in Mudug interviewed 165 KIs in Gaalkacyo district, all of which provided consent to continue with the 

survey. 44% of surveys were conducted over the phone. 

 
3 Housing, Land, and Property AoR – Eviction Trends Presentation. 

32%

21%

21%

18%

18%

7%
4%

Waqooyi Galbeed Reported Violations

Destruction of property (land, dwelling,
livestock)

Denial of access or unequal access of
vulnerable persons to humanitarian
assistance

Conflict related to distributions or other
humanitarian assistance

Inability to submit complaints or
concerns to informal/traditional leaders

Family members seperated against their
will
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SPMS partner PMWDO Monitors report that information collected from KIs through conducting the survey by phone, 

inadequate quality and quantity of information was provided. PWMDO through its protection interventions is conducting 

information dissemination activities in Gaalkayco district relating to human rights and specifically GBV topics to raise 

awareness on FGM. 

Lower Shebelle Region 

Protection monitors in Lower Shebelle interviewed 35 KIs in Marka district, all of which provided consent to continue with 

the survey. 86% of surveys were conducted over the phone. 

 

SPMS Partner SOYDA relays that, in addition to above top reported violations, KIs reported the community did not have access 

to informal/traditional duty bearers (29%) or compensation for abuses suffered (23%). Adolescent girls, women and IDPs 

were reported to be the most affected. Physical abuse, rape and divorce cases were reported to not receive access to effective 

58%

41%

32%

28%

26%

Mudug - Gaalkayco Top 5 Reported Violations

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Conflict related to distributions or other
humanitarian assistance

Denial of access or unequal access of
vulnerable persons to humanitarian
assistance

Inability to obtain justice / denied
compensation for abuse(s) suffered

Inability to submit complaints or
concerns to informal/traditional leaders

100%

54%

51%

41%

40%

Lower Shabelle - Marka Top 5 Reported Violations

Children recruited by armed forces or
groups

Killing/injury without legal process or
because of excessive use of power

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Conflict related to distributions or other
humanitarian assistance

Family members seperated against their
will
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remedy/redress, with a reported obstacle noted to be intimidation. 30% of KIs indicated that rape survivors did not have 

access to family courts, as a result of a lack of formal justice institutions in the area. 

SOYDA, active in Lower Shabelle recorded and responded to 45 protection and GBV cases in February, mostly occurring in 

one specific IDP site; 

o 22 unaccompanied and separated children (UASC),  

o 12 physical assault, 

o 8 forced/early marriage,  

o 2 sexual assault,  

o 1 rape.  

Galgaduud Region 

Protection monitors in Lower Shebelle interviewed 35 KIs in Marka district, all of which provided consent to continue with 

the survey. 86% of surveys were conducted over the phone. 

As there were few reported violations, all those reported are reflected in the chart below. 

 

SPMS Partner WISE reports that IDPs residing in Adado are heavily reliant on livestock for sustenance, and the ongoing 

drought and subsequent inflation of prices in markets is heavily affecting inhabitants of the district. Attacks on facilities are 

reported to occur mainly at night, which at times results in injuries of residents. Lack of security is listed as inhibiting factor 

to these robberies, as well as attempted sexual assault. Monitors also report there is lack of sufficient assistance, and conflict 

over food and water is the reported result. Early marriage is a reported negative coping mechanism, and seen to be on the 

rise. 

CONNECTORS AND DIVIDERS 

Connectors are people in the community who support access in access rights or mitigate the impact of the protection risk. 

Dividers are people who increase the protection risk for other people. 

19%

7%

5%

5%

4%

Galgaduud - Adado Reported Violations

Conflict related to distributions or other
humanitarian assistance

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Inability to obtain justice / denied
compensation for abuse(s) suffered

Sexual assault

Attacks on/in community facilities
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SPMS BACKGROUND  

The purpose of the Somalia Protection Monitoring System (SPMS) is for the systematic and regular collection and analysis of 

information over an extended period to identify trends and patterns of violations of rights and protection risks for populations 

of concern to inform effective programming and advocacy. The information is obtained through monthly interviews with key 

informants representing a variety of backgrounds and profiles in the community. Currently, in Somaliland, the SPMS covers 1 

region. To find more information on the protection situation in the specific districts, please visit https://spms.drchub.org/ The 

information provided through the SPMS reflects solely the perspective of key informants and does not aim to provide 

statistically representative information or data about specific protection cases. Validation of findings is conducted periodically 

during area-level joint analysis workshops attended by community representatives, local authorities, civil society 

organizations, and NGOs. 

In January 2019, SPMS data collection began in Banadir region and subsequently rolled out to other areas of Somalia 

throughout the years. As of February 2022, SPMS data collection has expanded to eleven partners; 

 Danish Refugee Council (DRC),  

 Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC),  

 Northern Frontier Youth League (NoFYL),  

 Somali Young Doctors Association (SOYDA),  

 Save Somali Women and Children (SSWC),  

 Women Initiative for Society Empowerment (WISE),  

 Peace Hub Foundation (PHF),  

 Community Empowerment and Social Development Organization (CESDO),  

 Puntland Minority and Women Development Organization (PMWDO),  

 ASAL Youth Development Association (ASAL),  

 Agency for Minority Rights and Development (AMARD). 

With special thanks to February contributors: 

  

 

https://www.protection.drchub.org/

