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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Increase in maize plantings support production growth for the 
2010/11 maize crop 

 Prices of maize increase seasonally, but remained steady 
during the first quarter of 2011 in the capital 

 Food security remains generally stable, but localised production 
declines could affect areas in the south that experienced a dry-
spell in early 2011 

Increased maize plantings support production 
growth 
Harvesting of the 2010/11 cereal crops is currently underway. The 
Government second round crop assessment indicates a large 
expansion in maize plantings estimated at about 2.1 million hectares, 
marking a 16 percent increase compared with the previous season’s 
area. By contrast, the planted area of millet and sorghum fell by about 6 
and 21 percent respectively. Rainfall patterns from October to January 
were generally favourable, supporting crop development, but was 
punctured by a period of heavy rains affecting low lying parts of 
Midlands, Mashonaland Central and both north and south Matabeleland 
provinces. This was followed by a dry-spell last February that mostly 
affected the low producing southern areas, particularly the late planted 
crops. Nationally about 88 percent of the maize crop was planted by 
December 2010. During March and April, rains improved in northern 
regions, but water deficits continued in some southern and central 
areas, affecting maize production in Matabeleland South and parts of 
Midlands. The national production estimates point to a larger maize 
harvest of 1.45 million tonnes, about 7 percent above the 2010 output. 
However, both sorghum and millet production are estimated to be 
below last year’s level. The area planted with tobacco grew by nearly 
50 percent compared with the previous season, supporting an 
improvement in production. By contrast, cotton production is estimated 
to have fallen, on account of insufficient rains that lowered yields.  
 
As in the previous year, farmers received support from the Government 
and the humanitarian community in the form of seed and fertilizer inputs 
distributed either directly or through a closed voucher scheme. In total 
an estimated 1.5 million households benefited from input assistance for 
the 2010/11 season.  

Maize grain prices increase seasonally, but level 
off at the beginning of 2011  

In Harare, maize prices, which increased seasonally during the last 
quarter of 2010, remained steady in the first three months of 2011 and 
in March 2011 were about 17 percent higher than levels of last year. 
However, the national average price of maize in April 2011, based on 
the markets monitored by the Agriculture and Food Security Monitoring 
System (AFSMS), was at a similar level compared to the same month 
one year earlier.  
  
Imports of maize continued as normal in the 2010/11 marketing year 
(April/March), and current estimates put the level of imports at about 
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233 000 tonnes, including informal cross border trade. For the current 
2011/12 marketing year, import requirements for all cereals are 
anticipated to be at a similar level.  

Improved availability of maize helps to stabilise 
food security 
The overall food security situation remains stable, supported by the 
good availability of maize. Conditions are expected to improve as 
national supplies are augmented by the current harvest, enabling 
households to re-build food stocks. Based on sites monitored by the 
National Early Warning Unit (NEWU), consumption of own grain 
production has fallen, with households now more reliant on market 
supplies compared with March 2010. In areas where prices have been 
increasing and where households are constrained by limited income 
levels and low food stocks, access to staple food could be hindered. 
Furthermore, the dry spell that affected production in southern areas 
will negatively impact households’ ability to replenish their food stocks.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


