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Facts and figures on COVID-19 in Zimbabwe -  22 May  

# of confirmed cases by province, 22 May 2020. Source MOHCC 

Province Number of cases 

Bulawayo 12 

Harare 24 

Manicaland 0 

Mash Central 0 

Mash East 6 

Mash West 5 

Midlands 4 

Masvingo 1 

Mat North 1 

Mat South 3* 

Total 56 

* three Malawians in transit tested positive in Beitbridge  



Urgent scaling up of support to humanitarian, COVID-19 needs required  

The United Nations and humanitarian partners have 
revised the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) to 
include response to the COVID-19 outbreak. The COVID-
19 Addendum requires a US$84.9 million to respond to 
the immediate public health crisis and the secondary 
impacts of the pandemic on vulnerable people, in addition 
to the $715 million required in the HRP. 
 
The 2020 Zimbabwe Humanitarian Response Plan 
(HRP), launched on 2 April 2020, indicates that 7 million 
people in urban and rural areas are in urgent need of 
humanitarian assistance across Zimbabwe, compared to 

5.5 million in August 2019. 
 
As of 20 May 2020, according to the Financial Tracking System (FTS), of the total US$800.7 
million required, US$65.7million or 8% has been received. In addition to the commitments to 

the HRP recorded above through FTS, a number of pledges are in the process of being 
finalized. This includes US$13 million from the European Commission for which a call for 
proposals has been launched, US$44 million COVID-19 funding announced by the UK 

Ambassador, and a further US$20 million UN Central Emergency Response Fund allocation 
to WFP for Social Protection programming. 

 
#ClapForThem campaign to celebrate frontline humanitarian workers   

The UN and other humanitarian workers have rolled 
out a #ClapForThem campaign is to celebrate 
dedicated and diligent humanitarian and health 
workers delivering on the frontline of the COVID-19 
humanitarian response.  
 
The purpose of the #ClapForThem campaign is to 
appreciate the frontline workers who are delivering 
vital humanitarian assistance while preventing the 
spread of the pandemic.  

 
Join us every Thursday at 17:00hrs to stand and unite in a 1-minute round of applause and 
jubilation to celebrate field colleagues, partners and all frontline health workers in Zimbabwe. 
 

Boosting community awareness on health, nutrition in COVID-19 context  
Zimbabwe is experiencing an increase in the number of 
children with acute malnutrition resulting from food 
insecurity, compromised childcare and feeding practices. 
Negative practices also include the low involvement of 
men in childcare and feeding of young children. 

 
To raise awareness about acute malnutrition and its 
implications on children, UNICEF in partnership with the 
Ministry of Health and Child Care, rolled out a nutrition in 
emergencies integrated social behaviour change 

communication and public information campaign. The campaign is mostly funded through the 
Central Emergency Relief Fund (CERF) and is running for six months. 
 
The campaign includes community radio broadcasts and interpersonal communication at 
health facilities and food distribution points with a family centered programme that brings the 
latest information on health and nutrition in the context of COVID-19. 
 

Africa: We must act now to avoid a catastrophe, say rights chiefs 
 

Human rights chiefs from the United Nations and the African 
Commission on 20 May 2020 warned that tens of millions 
may become destitute in Africa as a result of COVID-19 and 
its economic impact with catastrophic human rights 
consequences. 
 
Michelle Bachelet, the UN’s High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, and Solomon Dersso, Chairperson of the African 
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), called 
for urgent measures to help mitigate the impact of the 
pandemic.  

 
Poverty, lack of social protection, limited access to water and poor sanitation infrastructure, a 
pre-existing disease burden, conflict situations and overstretched and poorly equipped health 
systems create heightened risk of the spread of the pandemic and its potentially dire 
consequences on the health and lives of people. 
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