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Reporting Sexual Violence  
By state bodies or conflict actors that particularly targets IDPs and refugees, aid, health workers or 
educators or students among others. 

Africa 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
09 December 2021: In Rubare village, Rutshuru territory, North Kivu province, a woman was 
kidnapped from a field and raped by armed men who demanded a ransom for her release. Source: 
Kivu Security 
 
13 December 2021: In Mushweshwe village, Rutshuru territory, North Kivu province, four girls were 
kidnapped and raped by five armed men. Source: Kivu Security 

  
13 December 2021: In Babila-Babombi chiefdon, Mambasa territory, Biakato locality, Ituri province, 
a male nurse raped a pregnant patient who had visited the clinic to give birth. The perpetrator was 
arrested by the Congolese police. Source: Radio Moto 
 
As reported on 19 December 2021: In Ituri province, the NGO SOFEPADI (Female Solidarity for 
Peace and Holistic Development) released a report stating that more than 550 incidents of sexual 
violence against women were recorded throughout 2021. Source: Radio Okapi 
 
28 December 2021: In Kalunguta village, Rwenzori area, Beni territory, North Kivu province, 
unknown perpetrators raped a 20-year-old woman who was on her way back from fetching water. 
Source: La Prunelle 

Ethiopia 
13 December 2021: On the road between Mekelle and Adigrat, Tigray region, a Tigrayan woman 
was kidnapped from a minibus by uniformed Eritrean soldiers and taken to a bush camp where she 
was raped and tortured for eleven days by members of the Ethiopia Defense Forces. Source: Al 
Jazeera 
 
Nigeria 
As reported on 13 December 2021: In an unspecified location in northern Nigeria, a woman 
reported being raped multiple times by Boko Haram militants whilst she was held in captivity. 
Source: Sahara Reporters 
 

https://bit.ly/Nov2021SVMNB
https://bit.ly/Oct2021SVMNB
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/reporting-sexual-violence-and-abuse-in-conflict-settings
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects-sexual-violence-and-abuse
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://kivusecurity.org/map
https://kivusecurity.org/map
https://www.radiomoto.net/2021/12/14/insolite-un-infirmier-viole-sa-patiente-enceinte-en-ituri/
https://www.radiookapi.net/2021/12/19/actualite/societe/ituri-550-cas-de-violences-sexuelles-faites-aux-femmes-recensees-en
https://laprunellerdc.info/beni-une-femme-violee-par-des-inconnus-a-kalunguta/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/15/health-official-alleges-sexual-slavery-in-tigray-report
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/15/health-official-alleges-sexual-slavery-in-tigray-report
http://saharareporters.com/2021/12/13/nigerian-woman-bursts-tears-narrating-how-she-was-repeatedly-raped-boko-haram-terrorists
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South Sudan 
10 December 2021: Along Mairem-Majok Road, Northern Bahr el Ghazal state, a 17-year-old girl 
was raped by over 10 armed men. People travelling with the woman were robbed. Source: Radio 
Tamazuj 
 

Sexual Violence in South Sudan 
Despite a January 2020 recommitment by the South Sudanese government and opposition 
groups to a ceasefire agreement, 2020 and 2021 were marked by increased insecurity and 
conflict in South Sudan. All armed groups have been accused of committing abuses against 
civilians, including sexual violence, which is frequently used as a tactic to displace and terrorise 
rival communities. 

Our latest report analyses a sample of 40 reported incidents of conflict-related sexual violence 
that occurred in South Sudan between January 2020 and August 2021 in order to provide insight 
into the patterns and nature of reported conflict-related sexual violence in the country. Read the 
full report. Download the data on HDX. 

Summary of findings 

● Conflict-related sexual violence is frequently committed by groups of men, highlighting the 

extent to which acts of sexual violence are not individual crimes, but are closely linked to 

conflict-related group dynamics. 

● Members of state forces committed the majority of reported acts of conflict-related sexual 

violence in South Sudan, particularly during incidents of more general violence against 

civilians.  

● Women and girls were often attacked by members of state forces during clashes with armed 

groups and counter-insurgency operations, highlighting the extent to which sexual violence 

may be part of the strategy to fight insurgents by attacking their families or to strengthen 

group cohesion among perpetrators.  

● Women and girls were also attacked by members of non-state armed groups while 

collecting firewood. Members of non-state armed actors were more often implicated in gang 

rapes involving a single survivor.  

● Sexual violence often occurred during home invasions and looting by both state and non-

state armed actors.  

● Sexual violence against women and girls in South Sudan continues largely with impunity, 

although 46 sexual attackers have been held accountable.  

 
Sudan 
06 December 2021: In Rofta village, Tawila, a 14-year-old and 13-year-old girl were raped during 
an attack on the village by armed men. The perpetrators beat civilians and looted belongings. 
Source: Radio Dabanga 
 
16 December 2021: In Um Barambita commune, Rashad locality, South Kordofan state, a 13-year-
old girl was raped at a farm by three armed men. Her mother was also beaten. Source: Radio 
Dabanga 
 
 

https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/n-bahr-el-ghazal-armed-sudanese-men-rape-17-year-old-girl-loot-passengers-along-mairem-majok-road
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/n-bahr-el-ghazal-armed-sudanese-men-rape-17-year-old-girl-loot-passengers-along-mairem-majok-road
https://bit.ly/SexualViolenceSudan
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/south-sudan-attacks-on-civilians-and-vital-civilian-facilities
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/five-people-killed-two-girls-raped-as-insecurity-continues-in-north-darfur
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en
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Sexual Violence during Marches of the Millions protests  
Marches of the Millions protests have been taking place across Sudan after the military coup on 
October 25. At least 60 people have been killed and many others injured by live ammunition and 
tear gas fired by security forces. The violence has impacted health care and education. In 
December, reports of state forces committing sexual violence against protestors 
emerged:  

19 December 2021: In Omdurman city, Khartoum city and Khartoum North city, Khartoum state, 
13 women were raped by Sudanese security forces after their arrest during Marches of the 
Millions protests. Sources: BBC News, Radio Dabanga and Sudan Tribune  
 
19 December 2021: In Khartoum city, an unspecified number of women were subjected to 
harassment and physical and sexual assault during detention and later at police stations 
following their involvement in Marches of the Millions protests. Sources: Radio Dabanga and 
Sudan Tribune.  
 
19 December 2021: In Khartoum city and state, a ten-year-old girl was raped by at least ten 
Sudanese forces. Source: Radio Dabanga 
 
25 December 2021: In Khartoum city and state, three men were raped by Sudanese forces 
during Marches of the Millions protests. Source: Radio Dabanga 
 
25 December 2021: In Khartoum city and state, 13 women were raped by Sudanese forces 
during Marches of the Millions protests. Source: Radio Dabanga 
 
25 December 2021: In Khartoum city and state, the Darfur Bar Association received 30 
complaints of sexual harassment by Sudanese Security Forces during the suppression of the 
Marches of the Millions protests. Source: Radio Dabanga 

The Americas 
Mexico 
As reported on 14 December 2021: In Juarez city, Chihuahua state, a Cuban female asylum-
seeker was raped by a police officer who had previously harassed and stalked her following her 
deportation to Mexico. Source: Texas Tribune 

 

This Monthly News Brief comprises publicly reported cases of sexual violence committed by law 
enforcement bodies, conflict related sexual violence, and sexual violence that targets IDPs / refugees or 
vulnerable beneficiaries. It is published by Insecurity Insight and prepared from information available in local, 
national and international news outlets and online databases. This Monthly News Brief bears testimony to the 
brave survivors who speak about sexual violence. Most events of sexual violence are never reported. This 
compilation is neither complete nor representative. It brings together dispersed accounts about survivors from 
around the world who broke the silence. Visit our website for more information.  

Insecurity Insight. 2021. Reporting Sexual Violence Monthly News Brief, December 2021. Switzerland: 
Insecurity Insight. bit.ly/Dec2021SVMNB 

https://bit.ly/Sudan17-30Nov2021Health
https://bit.ly/Nov2021EduMNB
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-59755684
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/one-dead-two-raped-300-injured-in-sudan-protest-marches
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/one-dead-two-raped-300-injured-in-sudan-protest-marches
https://sudantribune.com/article253211/
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/call-for-investigation-into-rape-cases-during-demos-in-sudan-capital
https://sudantribune.com/article253211/
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/call-for-investigation-into-rape-cases-during-demos-in-sudan-capital
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/darfur-bar-association-16-people-raped-during-dec-25-sudan-demos
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/darfur-bar-association-16-people-raped-during-dec-25-sudan-demos
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/darfur-bar-association-16-people-raped-during-dec-25-sudan-demos
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/12/14/texas-remain-in-mexico-biden-migrants/
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects-sexual-violence-and-abuse

