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Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah • Unrest 
Situation Report No. 8 
8 March 2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by Cairo 
and New York. It covers the period from 7 March to 8 March. The next report will be issued on or 
around 9 March. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• UNHCR reports a critical shortage of long-haul flights to transport stranded people at the Libyan 

borders, particularly to Bangladesh. 
• More than 100 physicians of the Arab Medical Union, supported by medical supplies, have been 

deployed throughout eastern Libya. 
• The inter-agency website for the Libya crisis, Humanitarian Response in North Africa, has been 

launched. 
• On 8 March, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, António Guterres, and IOM Director General 

William Lacy Swing were in Tunisia to meet the Government and visit the border area. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
IOM estimates that some 22,500 people remain 
stranded at the Libyan borders, with over 16,000 being 
Bangladeshis. An expected 40 to 50 long-haul flights will 
be needed to repatriate all the migrants. 
 
According to UNHCR, increasing accounts of violence 
and harassment in Libya against sub-Saharan Africans 
are alarming. The accounts come from eastern and 
western areas. They include beating, intimidation, 
sexual violence, and theft of personal property and 
immigration documents. 
 
At the Tunisian border with Libya, the number of arrivals 
has dropped considerably compared to a week ago, with 
2,485 people arriving on 7 March. The reduced numbers 
coincided with intensified fighting in western Libya, 
which has reduced mobility.  

Accounts from people who have arrived during recent 
days describe numerous military road blocks along the road to Tunisia. The majority of people reported that 
they were searched for mobile phones, memory cards and sim cards. Satellite imagery shows there are two 
functional security checkpoints along the main road between the Tunisia-Libya border crossing at Ras Edjir 
and the town of Abu Kammash 19km to the east. While checkpoints are actively controlling road traffic, there 
are no associated large concentrations of people or vehicle traffic. This suggests that these sites are not 
responsible for the reduced number of people reaching the border at Ras Edjir, according to satellite imagery 
from 3 and 4 March. It is possible that there are additional security checkpoints or temporary roadblocks 
located east of Abu Kammash, which could be responsible for the reduction in traffic.  

IOM sources in Libya indicate that there are thousands more foreigners, including Bangladeshis, who may 
decide to leave if conditions deteriorate. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER/MIGRATION/POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
 
According to IOM, 227,401 people had left Libya as of 8 March. They include 115,399 to Tunisia, 101,609 to 
Egypt, 2,205 to Niger and 5,448 to Algeria. 
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IOM estimates that some 22,500 people remain stranded at the Libyan borders. They include 7,000 on the 
Libya-Egypt border, 14,250 on the Libya-Tunisia border and 1,250 on the Libya-Niger border. The majority 
are Bangladeshis. 
 
UNHCR reports a critical shortage of long-haul flights to transport stranded people to Bangladesh, other 
Asian countries and sub-Saharan Africa. An estimated 40 to 50 flights are needed to repatriate all the 
migrants. UNHCR and IOM are using cash contributions to charter flights, and several donor countries have 
offered long-haul flights.  
 
UNHCR and IOM are lobbying the Directorate General of Civil Aviation India for flight approvals for all 
humanitarian flights carrying Bangladeshi passengers from Tunisia and Egypt. Significant delays in flight 
approvals, which are requested to be approved within 24 hours, continue to delay the evacuation of 
Bangladeshi nationals. 
 
Needs:  
Libya: Nothing Significant To Report (NSTR) 
 
Tunisia: 
There are about 13,000 Bangladeshis at Choucha camp near the Ras Edjir border.  
 
The number of families among migrants stranded at the transit camp at the Libyan border with Tunisia has 
increased over the last two days.   
 
Water and sanitation need to be improved at the Libya border with Tunisia. UNICEF received requests to 
provide 200 pit latrine plastic slabs within 10 days, and to improve the water supply system at the camp in 
Ras Edjir. 
 
Egypt:  
Many people stranded at the Saloum border have no shelter and are sleeping outside in cold conditions. 
Hundreds were reportedly staying outside in heavy rain with no shelter. 
 
According to UNHCR, many of the 3,700 Bangladeshis at the border have been waiting up to 10 days for 
onward transport and are becoming increasingly agitated. IOM needs to charter at least 20 flights from Egypt 
to Bangladesh. 
  
Niger: WHO has a planning figure for Niger of 60,000 people who need assistance (45,000 in Dirkou and 
15,000 in Assamaka). It is setting up an early warning system for epidemic diseases. WHO says it would 
need at least three complete inter-agency Emergency Health Kits. A total of US$300,000 is needed to cover 
public health interventions on the Niger side of the border with Libya.  
 
Response:  
As of 6 March, IOM has evacuated 14,494 Bangladeshi, Egyptian, Malian and other nationals stranded in 
Tunisia and Egypt. An additional 4,621 bookings for evacuees have been confirmed until 9 March. IOM said 
it is increasing evacuation of Bangladeshis and that it repatriated 2,180 from Egypt and Tunisia on 8 March. 
Other actors have also scaled up the evacuation operation. 
 
Libya:  
On 7 March, an IOM-chartered boat with 517 migrants (20 different nationalities) from Benghazi arrived in 
Alexandria.  
 
Tunisia: 
The repatriation of Bangladeshi nationals continues. A total of 1,264 will leave on IOM-chartered flights from 
Djerba. Seventeen flights have been organized: 452 people to Bangladesh, 1,819 people to Egypt, 261 
people to Sudan, 140 people to Ghana and 318 people to Vietnam. In total, 2,956 passengers were 
transported. Since 24 February, the total number of evacuees from Djerba airport reached 68,827, with 359 
flights. 
 
The camp at Djerba airport (40 tents) has been empty since the evening of 7 March. Its dismantling is 
ongoing. Migrants are transported from Choucha camp directly for boarding at the airport. 
 
There are now seven consultation posts within the Choucha camp in Tunisia. Three health posts are 
managed by the Tunisian military, one by the Moroccans and three by the Ministry of Public Health. 
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From 23 February to 6 March, 3,848 patients were seen in consultation at the border post of Ras Edjir. Of 
those people, 93 were referred to either the military camp field hospital or to other hospitals, according to the 
Tunisian Ministry of Public Health.   
       
Currently, 30 per cent of the target total of 400 latrines at the Ras Edjir camp are under construction. 
UNICEF has also installed additional toilets/shower containers, while continuing sanitary inspections at the 
transit camp.  
 
UNICEF is now providing services to families in the Ras Edjir camp. Psychosocial activities for children 
continue. 
 
Egypt: 
On 8 March, 516 Bangladeshis who left Libya by road via Egypt's Saloum border crossing will leave on IOM-
chartered flights from Marsa Matroh, 230 km east of the border, according to IOM. 
 
To date, IOM’s humanitarian efforts have reached 32,700 migrants stranded in Saloum. Currently, 5,000 
migrants are assisted daily with food, water and health care, complementing efforts of other humanitarian 
partners on the ground. 
 
Fifty-two out of 62 latrines at the Saloum border are now functioning. Work on the remaining toilets is 
underway. Six additional water tanks (2,000 litres) were expected to be delivered to the site on 8 March. 
Hygiene kits are expected to reach the transit camp on 9 March. UNICEF has purchased an additional 
12,500 hygiene kits and 200 recreational kits. An additional 20 volunteers will help clean the site. 
  
Niger: NSTR 
 
Gaps & Constraints: IOM sources indicate that there are still thousands of foreigners inside Libya who may 
decide to leave if conditions deteriorate further.  
 

 FOOD 
 
Needs:  According to assessment information and information from local authorities, there is only a four-
month food supply in Libya, and the food supply chain is severed. This could have severe humanitarian 
consequences, according to WFP. 
 
Response: WFP is pooling Logistics Cluster/sector resources to guarantee swift delivery of humanitarian 
supplies through enhanced cross-border trucking capacity from Egypt and Tunisia. It is putting together 
shipping and air options and warehousing facilities. WFP is also looking at contingency plans for fuel storage 
and usage.  
 
A consignment of 1,182 metric tons of wheat flour has sailed from Malta en route to Benghazi. It is expected 
to arrive on 9 March. Five trucks carrying 70 metric tons of fortified date bars crossed from Egypt to Libya. 
They arrived in Benghazi on 8 March. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 

 HEALTH 
 
In Benghazi, medical facilities had to cope with more than 1,800 wounded patients in just five days of 
violence in February, according to one MSF assessment. 
 
Needs: 
Following a United Nations joint rapid assessment mission to Benghazi, WHO has prepared a list of urgently 
needed medicines and medical supplies. 
    
Inadequate medical staff and shortages of drugs and medical supplies remain a concern inside Libya. An 
IMC assessment identified the need for drugs and medical supplies in Benghazi hospitals and other health 
facilities, as the crisis has affected the supply chain from Tripoli. 
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Response:  
Organizations continue to assess the health situation in various medical facilities throughout eastern Libya. 
 
Since 24 February, MSF has delivered 22 tons of medical equipment and supplies to Benghazi. A 
specialized nurse is working at the Ajdabiya hospital (some 50km from Benghazi) to assist the hospital's 
medical personnel. They requested MSF's support after an influx of wounded people following new clashes 
west of Ras La Nuf.  
 
WHO is procuring urgently needed drugs and medical supplies to be delivered to hospitals and health 
facilities in Benghazi.  
 
More than 100 physicians of the Arab Medical Union have been deployed throughout eastern Libya. They 
are supported by medical supplies, including surgeons and orthopaedics, and medical supplies donated by 
WHO.  
 
Since 26 February, Islamic Relief has delivered 20 tons of medical supplies and deployed a medical 
response team in eastern Libya. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: 
Inside Libya, health staff continue to be exhausted and fresh medical teams are needed. Foreign nurses are 
leaving Libya, creating critical gaps in health-care services. 
 
Wounded people are reportedly not allowed out of Libya. Only very few cases of wounded people are 
crossing the Libyan border with Tunisia.   
 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
Needs:  
Continued fighting raises concern for the protection of civilians in Libya and their freedom of movement. 
Various media sources, including Reuters and AFP, reported air strikes hitting or falling close to residential 
areas of the oil town Ras Lanuf in east Libya, where fighting is intensifying. There are media reports that 
Government snipers were randomly shooting in the town of Az Zawiyah, 50 km west of Tripoli, and storming 
houses in some neighbourhoods and killing residents. Civilian casualties were reported.  
 
UNHCR reported increasing accounts of violence and harassment against sub-Saharan African nationals in 
eastern and western regions of Libya. Various media established a link between this harassment and the 
presence of mercenaries originating from sub-Saharan Africa who are currently fighting with the Government 
forces. At the Egyptian border, a group of Sudanese nationals who arrived from eastern Libya told UNHCR 
that armed Libyans were going from door to door, forcing sub-Saharan Africans to leave. In one instance, a 
12-year-old Sudanese girl was reportedly raped. They reported that many people had their documents 
confiscated or destroyed. Similar accounts were gathered from a group of Chadian nationals who had fled 
Benghazi, Al Bayda and Brega. 
 
Approximate numbers of sub-Saharan Africans in Libya are not known. However, media reports indicate that 
thousands remain with little access to sanitation or food on the outskirts of Tripoli, near the airport. 
  
UNHCR has registered 311 people with protection concerns at the camp located at Libya’s border with 
Tunisia. 
 
Response:  
On 8 March, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, António Guterres, and IOM Director General William 
Lacy Swing were in Tunisia to meet the Government and visit the border area. 
 
The Arab Gulf States have called on the United Nations Security Council to protect the civilian population in 
Libya. 
 
 

IV. Coordination 
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The inter-agency website for the Libya Crisis, Humanitarian Response in North Africa, is a platform for 
sharing the latest information from partners on the humanitarian situation, and the response to the crisis in 
Libya and neighbouring countries. It offers the latest situation reports, facts and figures, and information tools 
and visuals including maps and graphics. Visit: http://northafrica.humanitarianresponse.info/ 
 
Sector working groups have been created in Tunisia. They hold regular meetings in the border area. 
 
OCHA is coordinating interaction with groups engaged in various forms of mapping. Contact Andrej Verity at 
verity@un.org. 
 
For details of InterAction member agencies and their current activities in response to the situation in Libya, 
visit: 

WHO’s public health risk assessment for the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya civil unrest is at:    

www.interaction.org/crisis-list/interaction-members-respond-crisis-libya 
 

www.who.int/diseasecontrol_emergencies/publications/who_hse_gar_dce_2011_1/en/index.html 
 

V. Funding 
 
According to the Financial Tracking Service, $98.8 million has been contributed and $10.5 million pledged 
from donors in response to the crisis.  
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform the Financial 
Tracking Service of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 
 

VI. Contact 
 
New York: 
Mr. David Carden 
Officer in Charge 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 212 963 5699 
E-mail: carden@un.org 
 
Ms. Heidi Kuttab 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 3365 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Ms. Stephanie Bunker 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Public Information Unit, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 
E-mail: bunker@un.org 
 
Geneva: 
Mr. Thierry Delbreuve 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Tel: +41 (0) 22 917 1688 
E-mail: delbreuve@un.org 
 
Ms. Elisabeth Byrs 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
OCHA Geneva 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 
byrs@un.org  
 
For more information, please visit: 

mailto:verity@un.org�
http://www.interaction.org/crisis-list/interaction-members-respond-crisis-libya�
http://www.who.int/diseasecontrol_emergencies/publications/who_hse_gar_dce_2011_1/en/index.html�
mailto:delbreuve@un.org�
mailto:byrs@un.org�
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http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 
 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 


