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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 

• Water levels continue to recede and are presently stabilising at 1.06 m = 37 m3/s and some 

displaced people are beginning to return to their villages.  

• The risk of communicable diseases outbreaks remains high due to stagnant water, poor sanitation 

and inadequate access to potable water. 

• 17,635 diarrhoea cases have been reported within the period of January-April 2011 in the regions of 

Oshana, Ohangwena, Omusati, Oshikoto, Caprivi and Kavango compared to 21,997 in the same 

period in 2010. Twenty per cent of health outreach points remain inaccessible and a further 10% of 

health facilities remain completely cut-off due to inaccessible roads. 

•••• The education of over 120,000 learners has been affected by the floods.  This includes 1,091 

learners who are in relocation centres, 10,017 learners who are staying in camps at their respective 

schools, 80,163 learners who are not attending school at all and others who face difficulties in 

accessing their school. 

 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 

The flood situation in Namibia is improving with increased access to previously cut off areas and 

continued government efforts to respond to the needs of the people. However, as the floods recede, 

humanitarian partners are now left to deal with the aftermath of the past two months. 

 

According to national Flood Emergency Coordination Office (FEMCO), the floods have resulted in the 

drowning of 104 people in the regions of Oshana, Ohangwena, Omusati and Oshikoto with no drowning 

reported in Caprivi and Kavango. There are 37 affected roads as well as 8 bridges. It is unclear the extent to 

which these roads are damaged and whether all 37 are impassable. Information on crops fields affected from 

only Oshana, Omusati and Kavango indicate that 12,278 crop fields (55,585 hectares) were destroyed. 

 

There are 17,635 diarrhoeal cases reported in the period of January-April 2011 in the regions of Oshana, 

Ohangwena, Omusati, Oshikoto, Caprivi and Kavango compared to 21,997 in the same period in 2010. 

WHO continues to provide support to disease surveillance and response to the MoHSS as there still remains 

a potential risk of disease outbreaks as waters recede. Twenty per cent of health outreach points are 

inaccessible and a further 10% of health facilities remain completely cut-off due to inaccessible roads. 
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Overall, this is a marked improvement when compared to the percentage of health outreach points 

inaccessible in the flood affected regions reducing from 50% at the time of joint UN/Government rapid 

assessment (5-9 April 2011).  Also about 10% of 136 health facilities in the regions of Omusati, Ohangwena, 

Oshana, Oshikoto and Caprivi are reported as having the main roads leading to the facilities still cut off. 

 

A post-disaster analysis is being planned to map out the impact of the recent floods and to determine the 

extent of support necessary for seriously affected people who may need continuous support for the next 

several months. 

 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

The United Nations participated in a FEMCO organized briefing meeting in Oshakati on Friday 6 May 2011. 

Here FEMCO was able to give updates on the current flood response in the North and the challenges faced 

as the waters recede. The meeting was also attended by Governor and/or their representatives from the six 

main affected regions.  

There are now ongoing discussions to have an analysis of the situation and according to the Director for 

Disaster Risk Management, Mr. Japhet Iitenge, the Office of the Prime Minister is planning to have a post 

disaster analysis, which will enable The Government of Namibia and humanitarian partners to learn from this 

year’s response and prepare better for the future. There is also a planned National Disaster Risk 

Management Committee (NDRMC) meeting slated for 19
th
 May at the New State House under the auspices 

of the Secretary to Cabinet, Honourable Kapofi. The UN and the Namibian Red Cross Society (NRCS) have 

been invited to make inputs at this meeting. 

 CAMP COORDINATION/MANAGEMENT 

Needs: After its targeted Camp Coordination Camp Management (CCCM) rapid assessment to the flood 

affected areas, IOM had indicated the need for CCCM capacity building and coordination across national, 

regional and local level; as well as more in-depth capacity building in site planning and population 

registration. It had recommended training, coordination and sharing of best practices between various 

stakeholders, regions and operational actors (e.g. the Field Emergency Coordinators, NRCS volunteers, 

camp managers and camp committees).  

 

Response: IOM has been able to follow up this recommendation by deploying a team of three trainers to 

Namibia who over the next three weeks, in partnership with the Government and with the support of the 

NRCS, will be rolling out CCCM practitioners trainings at regional level. The trainings are part of a plan to 

provide a more in-depth, long-term CCCM capacity building programme.  

 

 EDUCATION 

 
Needs: During the last week, field visits were conducted to 10 of the 22 child friendly centres in the north-

central regions to monitor the deployment of community volunteers, establishment and management of the 
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child friendly centres including field testing of monitoring tools. Children who were cut-off from school due to 

water levels had a delay in learning, especially in Oshana region. While the situation is being addressed, 

there is need for close monitoring and quick return to school of all learners. 

 

Response: Meanwhile, UNICEF has procured and delivered additional tents to offer alternative safe 

locations for classrooms. At the same time UNICEF will be procuring cleaning materials to ensure that once 

schools are accessible they can be rapidly cleaned up and made hygienic.   

 

 HEALTH  

 

Needs: There is continues need for health promotion, increased use of insecticide treated mosquito nets and 

continued access to adequate nutrition by children under five, pregnant women and the elderly as well as 

people with compromised immune system. There is also need for telecommunication support to empower 

disease surveillance health workers to contact, connect to mobile and internet to disseminate disease 

surveillance in a timely manner. 

 

Response: WHO is collaborating with the MoHSS and the regional health authorities on continuous disease 

surveillance and provision of advice on reaching flood affected communities with alternative outreach sites 

for delivery of essential services such as vaccination, health education and treatment of common illnesses as 

well as provision of ARV and TB medicines. WHO is also working with FEMCO on flood data analysis and 

reporting. In order to avert disease outbreaks, WHO will be training 200 Red Cross volunteers on health 

promotion and to gather disease surveillance data in the coming weeks.  

 

Gaps & Constraints: There is increased need for monitoring the adequacy and supply of water purification 

tables to flood affected communities not residing in relocation centres. Reports from Red Cross indicate that 

households have on average received 3 – 10 water purification tablets to households as large as seven 

members. 

 

There is also continued need for health promotion, increased use of insecticide treated mosquito and 

continued access to adequate nutrition by children under five, pregnant women and the elderly as well as 

people with compromised immune system. 

 

There is therefore the need to strengthen NRCS volunteers on delivering effective health promotion 

messages in relocation centres and flood affected communities in order to prevent ill health and enable 

communities attain prompt medical care.  

 

 FOOD AND LOGISTICS 

 

Needs: Over 17,000 people in Relocation Camps are being provided with food assistance by the Directorate 

of Disaster Risk Reduction (DDRM). A Food Security Assessment will be essential to determine the medium-

term food needs for people who have been affected by the floods and identify the appropriate response 
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options. The Namibia Vulnerability Assessment Committee (NAM VAC), is planning to conduct an in-depth 

vulnerability assessment in the regions affected by the floods. WFP will provide technical assistance with a 

special focus on food security. 

 

Response: DDRM continues to provide food assistance to people in relocation camps and is working 

towards providing more consistent food distributions to the vulnerable flood affected population. The Floods 

Emergency Coordination Office (FEMCO), is responsible for the coordination of the delivery of food 

commodities and other non-food items to the various regions. The Namibian Red Cross (NRC) through its 

volunteer network is working jointly with the Regional Councils to distribute food at camp level. Food being 

distributed is either from Government procurements or from private donations made directly to the Regional 

Councils, , Namibia Red Cross, FEMCO and DDRM. NRC has completed the registration and verification of 

people in relocation camps. Ration cards supplied by NRC are being used to access food assistance. The 

Regional Councils in all the affected regions continue to verify people who are not in Relocation Camps in 

need of food assistance.   

 

WFP has been working with DDRM on determining appropriate food rations and food requirements. 

Technical guidance has also been provided to the Regional councils in Oshana, Omusati and Ohangwena, in 

food distribution modalities and logistics. Similar support will be provided by WFP to Caprivi and Kavango 

Regions. The Regional Councils, which are responsible for warehouse management, have requested for 

technical support in stock management and documentation. WFP through DDRM has started to provide this 

technical support at the central and regional level.   

 

Gaps & Constraints: Taking into account all the food that has been received from various sources, a 

mechanism for managing a single food pipeline is required to ensure that food distributions in the affected 

regions are based of actual needs.  Accessibility is still a major hindrance to provision of emergency food 

assistance in areas which are still isolated.  

 

PROTECTION  

Needs: There is need for continues monitoring of the established child friendly spaces in relocation centres 

and to support the Ministry of Gender Equality and Child Welfare in finalising the tracking mechanism/system 

for monitoring abuse, and exploitation against children and monitor allegations of HIV-related human rights 

violations against learners. A need was also expressed for sanitary materials for women and their families in 

all 6 regions. Security & Protection services needs to be strengthened at the camps in Kavango Region. 

 

Response: Through the technical support of the UNICEF’s Child Protection Specialist, 31 child friendly 

spaces in relocation centres have been established in 6 regions and community volunteers have been 

trained.  The child friendly spaces are located in Omusati (9), Ohangwena (9), Oshana (3) and Oshikoto (1), 

Kavango (4) and Caprivi (5). UNFPA has begun the process of procuring 15,000 Dignity/Hygiene Kits 

through the Namibia Red Cross. The process of procuring Reproductive Health Kits has also started. These 

kits will be distributed to all the affected regions. 

 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
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Needs: There is a need for stronger sector coordination in WASH response amongst government ministries 

and other WASH actors. The reliance on individual water treatment (water purification sachets) does not 

seem to be the most appropriate approach, as emergency treated water needs to be provided to affected 

populations with a plan to rehabilitate damaged water sources. Latrine coverage is low especially in areas of 

high water table, where no latrines have been developed. The management of solid waste is an issue of 

concern at some relocation sites. Hygiene promotion remains a major challenge in the flood affected areas 

and there is the need for further strengthening of the government response to it. A number of schools have 

been severely with returning students having to deal with schools lacking sanitation infrastructure.  

 

Response: Region specific WASH Working Groups are to be established with the purpose of identifying and 

coordinating WASH Responses amongst relevant stakeholders. These groups are to be coordinated through 

the Regional Councils’ disaster Coordination structures.   

 

 

V. COORDINATION 

 

The UN is currently supporting FEMCO and RDMCs is planning for post disaster analysis, which would help 

to identify people that would continue to need support for the next several months, even after the current 

emergency response. 

 

VI. Contact 

 

Please contact: 

 

Windhoek: Kari Egge 

UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator 

kari.egge@one.un.org 

 

Windhoek: Millan Atam 

Disaster Support Coordinator 

millan.atam@one.un.org 

 

 


