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This Humanitarian Update covers the period from 6 to 17 February 2010. The next Update will be issued on or around 5 March. 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• Over 50 people are reported to have been 

killed in an avalanche in Kohistan in NWFP. 

• Around 100,000 people are affected by 

heavy snowfalls in Upper Swat and are in 

need of humanitarian assistance. 

• More than 1,400 people have been affected 

by the devastating floods in Muzaffarabad. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Deadly avalanche in Kohistan: 
According to media reports, more than 50 
people are feared to have been killed when an 
avalanche struck the areas of Katlawag, Sari 
and Dara in Kohistan in North West Frontier 
Province (NWFP) on 17 February 2010.  The 
Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS), which 
is on the ground, reports that 18 bodies have 
been found so far, and around 200 houses 
have been destroyed or damaged in the 
avalanche. Some parts of the region are buried 
under 12 feet of snow, which makes access by 
road currently impossible. The Pakistani Army 
has deployed helicopters for rescue operations 
and is due to dispatch food and non-food items 
(NFIs) for 300 families in cooperation with 
PRCS and ICRC.  

 

Heavy snowfall in Upper Swat: 
The Upper Swat region saw heavy snowfalls last 
week. According to local authorities, several 
roads have been blocked by avalanches, leaving 
some areas cut off from major towns. The 
Pakistani Army has provided food supplies by 
helicopter to the affected areas and is clearing 
the roads, however, this process could take up to 
ten days in some places. Around 100,000 people 
are in need of humanitarian assistance, and, if 
required, the humanitarian community stands 
ready to support the local authorities. 

Floods in Muzaffarabad: 
After a dry spell, heavy rains and snowfall hit 
parts of Muzaffarabad in Pakistan-Administered 
Kashmir in the first week of February.  Zalzala 
Lake, which was originally formed by a 
landslide during the 2005 earthquake, burst on 
9 February and flooded large parts of the 
surrounding area. One person was killed, and 
341 households have been affected in the 
Union Councils of Hattian Bala and Chakkar.  
According to UNDP, the land is still sliding and 
unless the breach of the lake is repaired it will 
continue to move.  So far, the State Disaster 
Management Authority (SDMA), the Pakistan 
Army, the Government of Azad Jammur 
Kashmir (AJK), the Pakistan Red Crescent 
Society (PRCS), the Sungi Foundation, the 
Strengthening Participatory Organisation 
(SPO), Relief International (RI) and UN-
HABITAT have provided food and non-food 
items (NFIs) to over 1,400 affected people.  

 
Damaged houses on the moving landslide in Hattian (UNDP) 
 

Hunza Landslide: 
After a landslide completely destroyed 54 and 
partially damaged 60 houses in Atta Abad and 
Sarat villages in the Hunza Nagar District on 4 
January 2010, more than 1,600 people are still 
receiving humanitarian assistance in the area. 
The slide that left 13 people dead, six missing 
and seven injured buried 1.3km of the 
Karakorum Highway and blocked around 1.5km 
of the Hunza River, creating a massive lake. 
Efforts to drain the water started on 29 January 
and so far, the Frontier Works Organization 
(FWO) has cleared away more than 44,000 
cubic metres of rubble.  The displaced 
population is currently living in three school 
buildings in the nearby village of Ali Abad. 

Orakzai and South Waziristan Displacement: 
The number of IDPs from Orakzai Agency in 
the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) 
registered in the neighbouring districts of Kohat 
and Hangu in NWFP remains unchanged at 
23,853 families (approx. 135,000 individuals).  
Registration was temporarily suspended on 18 
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January 2010 for the National Database and 
Registration Authority (NADRA) to catch up 
with verifying the registered IDPs.  NADRA 
verified around 16,000 IDP families (approx. 
90,400 individuals), 241 of which are still living 
in Mohammad Khawaja Camp in Hangu.  

As the current campsite is no longer suitable, 
local authorities have finalised the lease of a 
new site for Orakzai IDPs. The land at Tor 
Sarai in Hangu has space for 700 families and 
once established, the 241 IDP families from 
Mohammad Khawaja will be moved there.  

The number of IDP families from South 
Waziristan also remains unchanged at 38,524 
(approx. 280,000 individuals).  Most of the IDP 
families live in their winter accommodations or 
with host families in D. I. Khan and Tank.  As 
food distribution was stopped last month, the 
Government has issued cash cards for a 
monthly food allowance of PKR 5,000 per 
family.  So far, 34,088 cash cards have been 
issued, 27,992 of which have been activated.  

According to a survey conducted by the 
International Rescue Committee (IRC), 73.7 
percent of 392 participating IDPs from Bajaur, 
Buner, Khurram, Upper and Lower Dir, 
Mohmand, Shangla and Swat are currently not 
willing to return to their homes. 84.4 percent 
refuse to return for security reasons while 41.5 
percent said that they had lost their homes and 
had nowhere to go back to. 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND GAPS 

As reported by humanitarian agencies on the 
ground, there is an urgent need to register 795 
IDP families from Bajaur Agency living in and 
around Wali Kandow Camp in Lower Dir to give 
them full access to humanitarian assistance.  

There is a need for food, clothing, blankets and 
other NFIs for around 100,000 people affected 
by the heavy snowfall in Upper Swat.  

The situation in the avalanche-affected areas in 
Kohistan still needs to be assessed, however, 
the affected population needs food and NFIs. 

Early recovery activities need to be extended to 
Upper Swat, an area that was earlier 
inaccessible due to security reasons. 

More Protection Service Centres need to be 
established in hosting and return areas to 
address protection-related issues. 

There is a need to provide temporary shelters 
in return areas, like Swat, Lower Dir and Buner.  

Fuel for heating and cooking remains a big 
need in all camps. 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

Protection: 

On 8 February, registration at Jalozai Camp 
resumed for one week during which 2,015 IDP 
families (7,341 individuals) from Bajaur 
registered. The distribution of NFIs is in 
progress and as of 16 February, over 700 
newly arrived IDP families in Jalozai had 
received NFI kits, tents and winterisation items, 
such as shawl and blankets.  

The Cluster is establishing Welfare Centres in 
return areas to provide psychosocial 
counselling and referral services. So far, 15 
centres have been established in Swat, five of 
which are managed by the Regional Institute of 
Policy Research and Training (RIPORT), while 
10 are under the management of the Youth 
Resource Centre (YRC). The Cluster is in the 
process of identifying partners to establish such 
centres in Lower Dir and other areas of Swat.  

*Includes IDPs from Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber, South Waziristan and Orakzai Agencies and 
Malakand Division.  

RIPORT field teams inform returnees about the 
Welfare Centres, and so far they have assisted 
over 900 returnees in terms of psychosocial 
support and issues related to registration and 
food distribution.  

UNHCR organised a workshop for 60 
participants from RIPORT, YRC, NWFP Social 
Welfare Department and government officials in 
Swat on 11 and 12 February. 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management 
(CCCM) 

More than 400 families have been moved from 
Munda Camp, closed earlier this month, to Wali 
Kandow Camp in Lower Dir.  

Due to the high population of Jalozai (20,804 
IDP families or 104,435 individuals), the 
Government has allocated an additional 500 
acres to accommodate another 3,000 families. 
This new site has to be developed and basic 
services have to be provided. So far, 500 all-
weather tents have been pitched there.   

QUICK STATS This Report Previous Report Trend 

IDPs: 

Source : NADRA, 

UNHCR, PaRRSA 
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Source : 
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Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items 

During the reporting period, OCHA facilitated 
the distribution of NFIs donated by a national 
NGO, Bali Memorial Trust Lahore, at 
Mohammad Khawaja Camp in Hangu District. 
The NFIs were transported by the Logistic 
Cluster while Community for the Excellence of 
Rural Development (CERD), UNHCR’s 
implementing partner in the camp, distributed 
the NFIs. The items included quilts, clothing for 
children and women and kitchen sets for 
around 216 IDP families.  
 

NFI distribution in Mohammad Khawaja Camp in Hangu (OCHA) 

The construction of temporary shelters 
continued in Swat, Buner and Lower Dir. So far 
over 840 shelters have been built, however, 
heavy rainfall hampered construction work in 
these districts in the week of 8 February 2010. 

During the reporting period, the first round of 
the distribution of winterisation packages was 
completed. More than 18,000 families received 
these packages, including blankets, sleeping 
mats and plastic sheets in eight camps (Jalala, 
Benazir Complex, Munda, Wali Kandow, Samar 
Bagh, GDC Lower Dir, Palosa and Jalozai). 
The distribution to newly-registered IDP 
families in these camps is still in progress. The 
second phase of the distribution, including 
quilts and shawls, is in progress in all camps. 

In Jalozai, around 700 newly registered IDPs 
from Bajaur received NFI kits, including shawls, 
sweaters, plastic sheets, sleeping mats, quilts 
and blankets.   

Food Security 

So far, the February food distribution cycle has 
reached more than 244,000 individuals with 
3,340MT of food, which was distributed through 
35 humanitarian hubs. This month will also see 
the end of food distributions in many return 
areas in Swat and Buner, where the Cluster will 
introduce early recovery activities, such as 
supporting educational and health systems and 
rehabilitating livelihoods and infrastructure. A 

media campaign by WFP and PaRRSA 
informing beneficiaries about this change 
started on 13 February 2010.  

The Cluster is conducting emergency food 
distributions for new IDPs fleeing military 
operations in Orakzai. So far, more than 5,000 
households in Kohat and Hangu have been 
reached. Under the cash transfer pilot project in 
Buner, which was launched in January 2010, 
12,000 IDP families have received monthly 
allowances of PKR 4,000 (approx. US$ 50).  

A joint Food Security and Market Assessment 
is underway in NWFP and FATA, and is due to 
be concluded in March. The findings of this 
exercise will refine any planned early recovery 
activities in conflict-affected areas. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

The Cluster is due to start WASH activities in 
Upper Swat, where humanitarian activities 
could not be started earlier due to security 
reasons.  

During the reporting period, UNICEF started 
distributing hygiene kits to IDPs from Orakzai in 
Kohat. So far, 2,900 kits have been distributed 
to as many families. 

WASH services are provided in camps & hosting districts (UNICEF) 

Health 

During the reporting period, the 459 health 
facilities supported by the Health Cluster in 10 
districts reported over 316,000 patient 
consultations, 181,000 of which were for 
women. Around 2,300 antenatal visits and 
more than 2,000 consultations for chronic non-
communicable diseases were registered in 52 
health facilities in the same districts.  

During the reporting period, the Health Cluster 
donated seven ambulances with emergency 
equipment to the provincial health ministries in 
the hosting districts of Mardan, Peshawar, 
Charsadda and Nowshera. The warehouse 
built by the Cluster in Peshawar started its 
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operations to provide medicines, supplies and 
equipment during the same period.  

On 11 and 12 February, the Health Cluster 
conducted a workshop on Health Cluster 
Orientation and Reflection through Effective 
Participation in Humanitarian Coordination 
Mechanism, which was supported by ECHO. 
More than 40 representatives from national and 
international NGOs, UN Agencies and the 
Government Health Department attended it.  

Nutrition 

On 9 February, a Stabilisation Care Centre for 
the management of Severe Acute 
Malnourished (SAM) children with 
complications was opened in the District 
Headquarters Hospital Timergara in Lower Dir, 
bringing to nine the total number of such 
centres. Furthermore, nutrition activities 
continued in the remaining IDP camps and 
conflict-affected districts.  

In the last two weeks, over 46,000 children and 
17,500 pregnant and lactating women (PLWs) 
were screened for their nutritional status. Out of 
these, more than 1,900 children and 780 
women were registered in the supplementary 
feeding programme (SFP), and nearly 300 
children and 115 women were discharged from 
the programme, after having been cured. Over 
12,500 children and 6,200 women are currently 
registered in the SFP while over 2,600 children 
are being treated for severe malnutrition in the 
Outpatient Therapeutic Programme (OTP).  

Education 

In Jalozai, UNICEF has established temporary 
learning spaces for ten primary schools and 
started middle and secondary education in 
some parts of the camp. IRC is planning to 
open four primary schools in the camp. It is 
currently being assessed whether secondary 
education needs to be extended in schools 
established in camps in Lower Dir.  

The provincial department of elementary and 
secondary education has issued a notification 
to enrol all primary and secondary-level IDP 
students in government schools. The Cluster 
has requested PDMA/PARSA to raise the issue 
with the Department of Higher Education to 
also exempt all displaced college students from 
any fees.  

The Cluster also plans to send 40 school tents 
and supplies to the District Education 
Department in Hangu to resume education in 
the damaged schools. Temporary learning 
space will be established in Mohammad 
Khawaja before the end of February. 

More than 11,000 students (over 6,000 boys 
and nearly 5,000 girls) are currently enrolled in 
primary schools in five camps, while 251 
students, including one girl, are enrolled in 
middle and secondary schools in camps. 
Nearly 12,000 off-camp students (over 9,000 
boys and 3,000 girls) are enrolled in 
government schools in hosting districts. 

Agriculture 

During the reporting period, FAO started 
distributing fruit and forest plants to over 3,700 
households in Buner, Lower Dir and Swat. The 
beneficiaries will also be trained in various 
planting techniques, such as budding and 
grafting. During the same period, Concern 
Worldwide distributed six poultry birds each to 
2,200 vulnerable households in Buner and 
Swat for income generation. 

The Rural Development Project (RDP), with 
funding assistance from the Irish Charity and 
Development Agency TROCAIRE, gave PKR 
1,500 (approx. US $17) cash assistance to 
1,500 farmer households in Buner. These 
farmers had already received seeds and 
fertilisers for the 2009 winter season 
plantations. During the reporting period, Save 
the Children Alliance (SCA) vaccinated over 
18,000 animals in Swat and Buner against 
prevalent diseases and distributed animal feed 
to 1,875 households in Swat.  

Community Restoration  

UN-HABITAT continued its cash-for-work 
projects in Sultanwas village in Buner, and the 
rubble of 68 houses has been removed. During 
the reporting period, UN-HABITAT conducted 
four training sessions on brick masonry and 
carpentry for 90 people in the same area.  

 Early recovery activities are becoming increasingly important 

In Mardan, Swabi and Charsadda, UN- 
HABITAT completed over 320 projects of 
community infrastructure repairs, such as street 
paving, drains, water channels, community 
guest houses, sheds, latrines etc.  
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COORDINATION 

The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) leads 
the humanitarian coordination, and Inter
Cluster Coordination Meetings ta
regular basis in Peshawar and Islamabad. T
weekly General Coordination Meeting, a forum 
for NGOs to share their experiences and raise 
relevant issues, has recently been conducted 
on a virtual basis due to security reasons.

OCHA has established a satellite office in 
Buner and is planning to set up two more 
satellite offices in D.I. Khan and 
Coordination structures are in place in the form 
of District Coordination Meetings and working 
group meetings take place in Swat, Dir and 
Buner Districts.  

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 

The National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) in cooperation with nine non
governmental organisations continued its relief 
operations in the Hunza Nagar District, where a 
landslide hit two villages on 4 January 2010. 
Shortly after the landslide had come down, 
NDMA organised over 580 helicopter sorties to 
airlift more than 5,400 individuals from the 
affected areas, and provided ten boats to the 
Gilgit Baltistan Disaster Management Authority 
(GBDM) for restoring link with upper Hunza. 
 
The affected population in the district 
received NFIs, including mattresses, tents, 
blankets, firewood, etc. as well as food items, 
such as flour, pulses, tea, milk powd
Each of the families of the 13 deceased and six 
missing people received PKR 500,000 from the 
Government of Pakistan, while the seven 
injured people received PKR 100,000

As far as the floods in Muzaffarabad are 
concerned, SDMA, the Pakistani Army and the 
Food Department of AJK are 
and NFIs to the affected families.
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FUNDING 

The Pakistan Humanitarian Response Plan 
(PHRP) 2010 was launched in Islamabad on 9 
February 2010. The plan, which requires US 
$537 million for six months, was widely shared 
with the donor community, government official
national and international NGOs and the media. 
So far, Russia and Japan 
the PHRP 2010, and with US $600,000 the 
plan is currently funded at 0.1 percent
full PHRP document, visit
Website at: http://pakistan.oneresponse.info

 

Breakdown of the funding requirements per Cluster for 2010 

 

All humanitarian aid (PHRP and non
tracked through the Financial Tracking Service 
(FTS) and is reliant on information provided by 
donors and recipient agencies. Please inform 
FTS of all contributions (cash and in
sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int

 CONTACT INFORMATION 

OCHA, Islamabad 

Manuel Bessler, OCHA Head of Office Pakistan, 
bessler@un.org 

Billi Bierling, Public Information Officer
bierling@un.org 
Cell: +92 300 850 2397 

OCHA, New York 

Ben Negus, 
negus@un.org 
Cell: +1-646-785-9642 

OCHA, Geneva 
Randa Hassan, 
hassan50@un.org 
Cell: +41-79-6023598 

FOR REFERENCE 

The humanitarian community’s OneResponse 
website: http://pakistan.oneresponse.info
Reliefweb: http://www.reliefweb.int
To subscribe and for more information, contact: 
nazir1@un.org 
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