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Humanitarian Situation

Kenya hosts a total of 411, 667 refugees with the majority of them
coming from war-torn Somalia. The Dadaab refugee camps in
north-eastern Kenya, originally planned for 90, 000 refugees, is
overly stretched beyond its carrying capacity. Refugee
populations in these camps have  nearly tripled  since 2007
when the camps hosted 171 870 refugees. 
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Drought
The Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) Climate
Prediction Applications Center (ICPAC) has confirmed expectations
of a moderate La Niña episode associated with drier?than normal
conditions in the eastern sector of the country including the northern
and northeastern pastoral areas, as well as the drought?prone
southeastern and coastal marginal agricultural lowlands. However,
the western sector, including the northwestern pastoral districts
and the high potential cropping highlands in the Rift Valley and
western Kenya, are likely to receive above?normal short rains.
Source: Fews Net

The 2010 EHRP is currently funded at 60.8 per cent with USD 
385 million received from the requested USD 585 million. 

A national long rains output of 2.7 million MT, comparing favorably with
the five?year average output of 2.52 million MT  is expected after
harvests from the Long Rains concluded in September 2010. A good
long rains harvest would add to above?average 2009 short rains output,
of which at least 30 percent was nevertheless degraded by aflatoxin
poisoning. (Source: Ministry of Agriculture)

Preliminary indications from the Long Rains Assessment conducted in
September 2010 suggest that populations in need of humanitarian
assistance in terms of relief food have declined significantly from 1.6
million persons identified in March 2010, prior to the short rains harvest
and the long rains.(Source: Fews Net)

The 2009 census results suggest that Kenya has 33 per cent
urbanization since 1999. Kenya has seen an unprecedented level
of urbanization the last 40 years.  In 1962, it was estimated that
only one Kenyan out of every 12 lived in urban centres, and this
has continued to grow so that in 1999 the rate of urbanization was
19.4 per cent. In the recent 2009 census one out of every three
Kenyan lives in urban areas, suggesting that out of the 38.6
million total population, 32.3 per cent or 12.5million Kenyans live
in some 108 designated urban centres. Migrants from rural areas
mainly settle in informal settlements where living conditions are
below standards, unemployment is high and poverty levels
worrisome.(Source: Kenya National Bureau of Statistics,
University of Nairobi)

The outbreaks of Cholera have generally been controlled in the in
34 of 35 affected districts since January 2010. There have been
3354   cases and 72 deaths (CFR of 2.1 per cent %) since January
2010. In August, 114 cases and 9 deaths with a (CFR of 7.9 per
cent) were reported in Kuria West. (Source: GoK/Ministry of
Public Health and Sanitation)  

 Water accessibility for household continued to decline when
compared with the preceding Month with the distances covered
and time taken by household continue to increase due to declining
water levels. The distances covered are within the range of
10-12km in some districts. The difficulty in accessing water may
further compromise already poor sanitation practices in poor
regions. (Source: ALRMP- August 2010

Out of 6,802 IDP households in Self Help Groups, the Government
has provided 2.25 acres of land for resettlement to 789 households
Some 30, 000 people are displaced in 11 camps after being
evicted from the Mau forest.  (Source: MoSSP)

In Northern pastoral districts, the nutritional status of children above
one (1) and below five (5) continued to reduce in August 2010
when compared with the preceding month and falls below the long
term mean Milk scarcity due to emaciated livestock body conditions
also contributes to poor nutritional levels. The high cost of
purchasing and prevalence of diseases also show signs of stress
in children. In Garrisa, the Arid Lands Resource Management
Project Monthly Bulletin for August stated that nutritional status of
those at risk in the district was 9.5% in July and 10% in August
2010.  (Source: ALRMP)

Northern districts are facing drought signal early warning signals with water shortages, livestock concentration in grazing zones, higher rates of children under five at risk of malnutrition
etc. Cholera outbreaks continue but the disease has been contained in the majority of affected districts. The humanitarian and development community have endorsed the transition
of the annual emergency appeal to a multi-annual appeal to capture emergency & recovery responses and align financing tools with chronic vulnerability context Kenya faces.
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Conflict in pastoralist areas continues unabated with seven people
reported killed and several others injured in cattle-rustling incident
between Pokots and Turkanas on 18 August 2010. A peace
accord signed by the two conflicting parties in February 2010 has
been undermined by continuous violent cattle raids perpetuated
by both sides.
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