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Focused COVID-19 and Health Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             
- Sharpening health response through Communications Intelligence 

 
 

 

  

      Date: 15 August 2022 

 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

• Government to conduct a vaccination campaign against COVID-19 targeting children (age 5 to 12) in 50 different 

districts from the 5th of Bhadra. 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

• COVID-19 cases in Nepal are increasing with 455 new cases. There are 5,435 active cases at present and 302 have 
recovered in last 24 hours. 
 

• Khagraj Adhikari, a member of the house of representatives, has accused the government of trying to 'collapse' the 
health insurance program on Wednesday. 
 

• Kathmandu Metropolitan City on Saturday mobilized hundreds of security force around Bancharedanda Sanitary Landfill 
Site and have transported nearly 200 trucks of valley’s waste. 

 

 
1This intelligence is tracked through manual monitoring of national print and online media through a representative sample selection. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on 14th August reported 455 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,139,944. The country has reported 2 COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 2,308 PCR and 2,521 antigen tests, 305 and 150 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 5,435 active cases and 302 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,246 in home isolation, 

189 in institutional isolation, with 65 in ICU and 2 under ventilator for treatment.1,3,4 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 

The Ministry of Health and Population have sent 18 dialysis machines to Dang, 10 to Rapti Academy of Health Sciences, 
Ghorahi and 8 for Rapti Provincial Hospital, Tulsipur. Although the machines arrived on 13th of Shrawan, they have not been 
operated due to the lack of technician. 1,3 
 

Bajura District Hospital have not received specialist doctors since last 3 years, patients have to travel outside the district for 
specialist services or general surgery. Dr. Anvesh Koirala, who has been sent to Bajhang, have submitted an application to 
the Ministry of Health and Population for his transfer to Bajura District Hospital. However, the Ministry has not taken any 
initiative in this regard. Dr. Roshan Pokharel, Secretary of the Ministry of Health, said that specialist doctors will be sent to 
Bajura gradually.1 
 

Joint spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population, Dr. Sameer Kumar Adhikari, has informed about the second 
campaign of 'Pediatric' Pfizer vaccine against COVID-19 starting from the 5th of Bhadra. It is estimated that the vaccine will 
be administered to 3.9 million children between the ages of 5 to 11 years. 1st dose will be provided from Bhadra 5 to 11 and 
2nd dose from Bhadra 27 to Ashwin 1.1,3,6 

 

A surgery on a newborn baby with an umbilical hernia (a part of intestine bulged near the bellybutton), have been performed 
successfully at Chitwan Medical College Teaching Hospital (CMC). Doctors said that this kind of problem is rare and seen in 
one or two children in millions. According to Dr. Harishchandra Neupane, President and Managing Director of the Hospital, 
although it was a complex surgery, they were successful because of the expert pediatric surgeons available at their hospital.2 
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Panauti Municipality of Kavre will provide free cataract treatment to the locals in association with the Reiyukai Eiko 
Masunaga Eye Hospital at Banepa. A monthly eye treatment camps will be conducted by the trained health workers in every 
ward within the municipality.2,3 

 

The Karnali Institute of Health Sciences in Jumla has resumed its endoscopy service twice a week (every Sunday and 
Wednesday). According to Dr. Mangal Rawal, vice-chancellor of the institution, they have taken this initiative to treat patients 
from Jumla and other neighboring districts so they don’t have to travel to bigger cities for the service.3 
 

Phalewas Municipality of Parbat district have started a campaign to feed 'Iron' and 'Folic Acid' supplement to every girl 
between the age group of 10 to 19 years. According to Rudra Sharma Sapkota, Head of the Municipality's Health Branch, 
campaign aims to prevent anemia in girls and prevent them from having a malnourished child in the future.3 
 

Speaking at a meeting of the House of Representatives on Wednesday, Khagraj Adhikari, a member of the house of 
representatives, has accused the government of trying to 'collapse' the health insurance program, in response to the issue of 
running the insurance program through companies. Similarly, according to the parliament members, it is disrespectful not to 
pay the insurance amount to the service providers.3 
 

According to Dr. Krishna Prasad Paudel, congenital skeletal deformities are genetic disorders that occur at birth or appear at 
a later age and affect the bones of the hands, feet or spine, might even affect the whole organ. Short or crooked bone, even 
crooked limbs are the symptoms of congenital skeletal deformities along with dysplasia and achondroplasia, which can be 
completely cured by covering the affected areas with bandage and plaster. 3 
 

21-year-old Sujata Rokaya of Badimalika Municipality-1, who was receiving treatment at the Bayalpata Hospital in Achham, 
was taken back home while she was still receiving medical care, owing to financial issues, despite doctors' recommendation 
to keep the treatment running. Meanwhile, Rokaya has made an appeal for financial assistance to the concerned authorities 
as well as social organizations to support her medical expenses.4 
 

Kathmandu Metropolitan City on Saturday mobilized hundreds of security force around Bancharedanda Sanitary Landfill Site 
and have transported nearly 200 trucks of valley’s waste. Kathmandu’s waste has not been managed properly over 3 months 
due to some disagreements between the locals and the government. This challenge is sure to mount as the locals have set a 
deadline of August 17 to fulfill their demands before managing waste at the landfill site. UML leader Yogesh Bhattarai, said 
that the CPN-UML is ready to help Kathmandu Metropolitan City in waste management mentioning that the government has 
not paid enough attention to solve the current issue. He told the Mayor of Kathmandu Metropolitan City, Balan Shah, not to 
seek aid from the ruling alliance as the problem had already persisted for months. 4 
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Patients are suffering as they have to wait for months in government hospitals to receive MRI service and are forced to pay 
bigger amount in private facilities. Almost 60 patients are referred elsewhere every month due to the lack of MRI machines at 
Paropakar Maternity and Women’s Hospital, the country's largest maternity hospital. Kanti Children's Hospital also does not 
have an MRI machine and sends patients to the Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital for testing where children are tested 
only once a week. Similarly, 468 patients are on waiting list to undergo MRI at the Bir Hospital. 6 
 

Roads of Kathmandu Valley are filled with garbage and has become smelly, raising the possibility of the spread of 
communicable diseases including cholera during this monsoon season. According to the Spokesperson of Kathmandu 
Metropolitan City, Naveen Manandhar, there are many obstacles in waste management and garbage is piling up in the valley 
every day that can led to a serious health situation.6 
 

Various schools at the municipality complained that Gorkha Municipality have been distributing poor quality sanitary pads, 
that are leaky does not match the size, to the girls of public schools. Five years ago, the government introduced a free pad 
distribution program after the complaints of female students having to stay on leave and some dropping out of school due to 
the discomfort during menstruation. Gorkha Municipality said that it has distributed quality pads according to the prescribed 
standards.7 
 

The article is about the unavailability of ambulance services in various part of rural Nepal resulting in difficulties for patients 
to reach the hospital during emergencies. Despite the fact that hospitals have enough ambulances, they are not operating as 
they have broken down and have not been repaired since long time. Citizens in districts like, Mugu, Kalikot, Jumla, and 
Jajarkot are facing difficulties due to the obstruction of ambulance service, patients are carried to the hospital by people.8 
 

MENTIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND POPULATION 

Nepal on 14th August reported 455 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,139,944. The country has reported 2 COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 2,308 PCR and 2,521 antigen tests, 305 and 150 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 5,435 active cases and 302 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,246 in home isolation, 

189 in institutional isolation, with 65 in ICU and 2 under ventilator for treatment.1,3,4 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 

 

Joint spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population, Dr. Sameer Kumar Adhikari, has informed about the second 
campaign of 'Pediatric' Pfizer vaccine against COVID-19 starting from the 5th of Bhadra. It is estimated that the vaccine will 
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be administered to 3.9 million children between the ages of 5 to 11 years. 1st dose will be provided from Bhadra 5 to 11 and 
2nd dose from Bhadra 27 to Ashwin 1.1,3,6 
 

The Ministry of Health and Population have sent 18 dialysis machines to Dang, 10 to Rapti Academy of Health Sciences, 
Ghorahi and 8 for Rapti Provincial Hospital, Tulsipur. Although the machines arrived on 13th of Shrawan, they have not been 
operated due to the lack of technician. 1,3 
 

Bajura District Hospital have not received specialist doctors since last 3 years, patients have to travel outside the district for 
specialist services or general surgery. Dr. Anvesh Koirala, who has been sent to Bajhang, have submitted an application to 
the Ministry of Health and Population for his transfer to Bajura District Hospital. However, the Ministry has not taken any 
initiative in this regard. Dr. Roshan Pokharel, Secretary of the Ministry of Health, said that specialist doctors will be sent to 
Bajura gradually.1 
 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), monkeypox has so far spread to 89 countries around the world, killing 
some and infecting thousands. The WHO has named a new variant of monkeypox as its appearance and characters seen in 
different parts of the world recently, have changed. According to the recommendations of the WHO experts, there are 
several types of new variants and some of the main variants are Congo Basin Clade, Clade 1, Clade 2, Clade 2A and Clade 
2B.2,3 (WHO mentioned) 

 

Chinese authorities on Saturday, have extended its weekly COVID-19 test requirement and extended free testing until the 
end of September in Shanghai. Citizens without a record of a nucleic acid test from within 7 days will not be allowed to 
access some public venues.4 
 

Ukraine has accused Russian authorities of committing a crime against humanity by blocking access to affordable medicines 
in areas its forces have occupied for the last 5 months. According to the United Nations and Ukrainian officials, destruction of 
hospitals and infrastructures along with the displacement of around 7 million people in the country have affected health 
services and treatment. According to the World Health organization (WHO), 445 attacks on hospitals and other health care 
facilities have been recorded as of August 11 resulting in 86 deaths and 105 injuries.4,7 (WHO mentioned) 
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India have reported 14,092 new COVID-19 infections with 41 deaths only on Sunday reaching the national tally to 
442,053,464. Currently, the number of active infected people in India is 116,861.3 
 

The COVID-19 infection in the Philippines has increased recently with 4,679 cases with at least 48 deaths only on Saturday. 
According to the health authorities, currently, there are more than 40,000 actively infected cases. 
Similarly, 4,334 additional COVID-19 cases have been reported in Malaysia with 10 deaths till Saturday night. Meanwhile, 
581 new COVID-19 cases were added in Pakistan and four people have died on Saturday.3 
 

 

 1Onlinekhabar 
2 Nepalkhabar 
3 Swasthyakhabar 
4The Himalayan Times 
5 Kantipur 
6 Nayapatrika 
7Annapurna Post 
8Nagarik 
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Contact for further details 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 

NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 

World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the United States Department 

of State. 

 

Reference Code: 15AUGMM_032 
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