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This report was issued by UNETE Honduras. It covers the period from 19/10/2011 to 21/10/2011. The next report 
will be issued as the emergency develops. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
 State of emergency declared by the government in 12 departments. 
 Main damages in Choluteca and Valle Departments. 
 Improvement in weather conditions allows access to communities which have remained out of reach 

over the last week. Relief aid is starting to be delivered in these communities. 
 Displaced people in shelters are also starting to return to their homes. 
 Heavy rains in the North part of the country (Colón, Atlántida, Gracias a Dios and Islas de la Bahía 

departments) as a consequence of the arrival of the cold front; monitoring of the situation in place 
ongoing. 
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Stable weather conditions in the recent hours are allowing improved access to communities. Relief aid started 
to be delivered in previously isolated communities. According to COPECO, all those families who were out of 
reach due to the flooding will receive relief aid between today and tomorrow. 
State of emergency in 12 two departments (Valle, Choluteca Cortés, Comayagua, Francisco Morazán, 
Copán, El Paraíso, Colón, Intibucá, Olancho, Yoro y La Paz), declared by the national government (Decree 
60/2011) on the 16th of October remains effective. For the time being, most of the affected populations and 
damages are in the Valle and Choluteca departments. 
Main figures of affected population –over the last eight days- are: 18 people have died; 12,123 people 
displaced -out of 59,663 people affected-; 6,782 people already assisted in shelters. 
Regarding damages to infrastructures: 838 damaged houses; 2,138 affected houses; 92 destroyed houses; 
51 affected roads; 52 damaged roads; 8 affected bridges; 11 damaged bridges; 11 destroyed bridges; 91 
damaged schools. 
In a speech to the nation, President of Honduras, Porfirio Lobo Sosa, stated that all destroyed dwellings 
would be reconstructed by the government. 
The cold front remains in-country, causing heavy rains in certain areas in the North (Colón, Atlántida, Gracias 
a Dios and Islas de la Bahía departments). 
 
 

 
Agriculture  
7,000 hectares of agriculture land affected. 
Better access allows FAO to conduct impact on agriculture assessment, jointly with the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 
 
Early recovery 
UNDP considering the mobilization of $100,000 to support Government on prioritizing early recovery actions 
and promoting cash for work schemes. 
Likewise, UNDP is taking part in the coordination of the “Economy reactivation” taskforce set up by the 
government. 
 
Emergency Shelter 
The amount of displaced people in shelters is decreasing (6,782 people), as the improvement in weather 
conditions allows safe return to their homes. 
Medical Brigades are covering the health needs of those in shelters. 
UNICEF has delivered 8 recreational kits (one per shelter) 
 
Food and Nutrition 
In coordination with COPECO, WFP has distributed –mainly in shelters and remote communities- 76MT to 
cover the food needs of 6,872 families in Choluteca and Valle departments. 
WFP is prepositioning 326TM in San Lorenzo, to cover the needs of 4,750 families for a 30 day period. Food 
rations include beans, corn, vegetal oil and fortified corn-soya blend (CSB). 
 
Health 
Medical brigades remain deployed in the affected areas. As of the 18th of October, 2,152 people were 
attended, mostly from skin and influenza type diseases. 
PAHO-WHO is coordinating its response with the Secretary of Health. 
Secretary of Health has prioritized the distribution to departments of drugs for epidemic diseases (malaria, 
leptospirosis and dengue), as well as water disinfection supplies (granulated chlorine). 
Identified most urgent needs include: 
 Epidemiological surveillance: 

 1,000 malaria diagnosis tests. 
 1,000 leptospirosis diagnosis tests. 
 Supplies for PCR Influenza diagnosis. 
 Supplies for PCR Dengue diagnosis. 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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 Supplies for sample collection and transportation. 
 Reactives for polluted & food transmitted disease surveillance. 

 Water quality control surveillance: 
 Laboratory supplies for water quality control. 

 Drugs and medicines: 
 500 Oseltamivir capsule treatments 
 500 Oseltamivir suspension treatments. 

 Supplies for domestic water disinfection. 
 Cleaning supplies for hospitals. 
 Black bags for storing regular solid waste disposal. 
 Red bags for storing bio-hazardous waste disposal. 
 
UNICEF, in coordination with the Secretary of Health, has delivered 100 kits including 1,500 Plumpy Nut –
ready to use and high nutritional density food- rations for under-2 children 
 
Logistics 
WFP (Logistics cluster leader) is supporting COPECO with expertise on distribution chain management. 
 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
SANAA (Servicio Autónomo Nacional de Acueductos y Alcantarillados) reports 52 damaged rural aqueducts, 
mainly in the Southern and Western parts of the country. 
COPECO and World Vision have delivered 1,900 hygiene kits, as well as 500 portable filters, 4 10,000 liter 
bladders, provided by UNICEF. 
 
Education 
91 schools damaged by the floods. 
School activities were suspended in 15 communities from Choluteca department. 6 out these 15 have 
resumed their activities through UNICEF “SchoolBox” kits. 
As situation becomes more stable, Choluteca departmental educational authorities are already working on the 
return of displaced children to their schools. 
 
 

 
 The International Humanitarian Aid Coordination Centre was activated by COPECO on the 17th of October. 
 UNETT already activated. 
 Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) is already coordinating all humanitarian response actions both with 

COPECO and its local counterparts in the affected areas. HCT held a meeting on the 20th of October. 
Partners committed to share information on response in the field and to report to COPECO HQ and field 
presence and to improve their coordination to support COPECO. 

 The government is coordinating its response actions through SINAGER (Risk Management National 
System); two taskforces have been set up: Humanitarian assistance and Economy reactivation. 

 In a conversation held with the Resident Coordinator in Honduras, Mrs. Gina Watson, OCHA ROLAC 
Representative, Mr. Gerard Gómez, expressed OCHA´s support and readiness to provide additional 
technical assistance upon request. 

 UNDP is supporting COPECO Emergency Room with information processing and analysis. 
 UNDP and OCHA are supporting COPECO in the coordination of humanitarian actors. 
 
 

 
Recent donations to the government of Honduras: 
 Inter-American Development Bank: $200,000 
 Central-American Bank for Economic Integration Bank: $250,000 
 UNESCO: $50,000 
 European Union: EUR200,000 
 Government of Japan: $1.5 million. 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 
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Please contact: 
Honduras: Gina Watson, Resident Coordinator a.i. 
watsongi@hon.ops-oms.org , +504 2221 6098 
 
Honduras: Hernán Aguilar, UNETT Coordinator 
hernan.aguilar@wfp.org , +504 2236 9002 
 
Honduras: Ginés Suárez, UNETT Co-Coordinator 
gines.suarez@undp.org , +504 9970 2627 

VI. Contact 


