
The situation in Sudan started to deteriorate, and 
humanitarian needs have significantly increased as the 
country experienced a political crisis following the military 
takeover on 25 October 2021, a continued deterioration of 
the economy, and conflict and displacement, especially in 
the Darfur and Kordofan states. In addition, the spread of dry 
spells and crop failure in 115 localities in 14 states across 
the country have affected 5.6 million people, while high 
prices of agricultural inputs have affected the harvest, which 
is down by around 35 per cent compared to 2021.

The Food Security and Livelihoods (FSL) sector estimates 
that the number of people in need (PiN) of FSL support in 
2022 reached around 15.7 million, which will be further 
confirmed after the finalization of the Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification (IPC) 2022 analysis for Sudan. 
The 2022 Sudan IPC analysis is ongoing and the final number 
of food insecure people for the current and projected periods 
will be available in June 2022.

The combined effects of conflict, economic crisis, and 
poor harvests are significantly affecting people’s access 
to food and will likely double the number of people facing 
acute hunger in Sudan to more than 18 million people by 
September 2022, according to a joint statement by FAO and 
WFP issued on 23 March. 

The 2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) for FSL Sudan 
(finalized in late 2021) estimated that 9.8 million people 
would need food and livelihoods assistance throughout the 
year. FSL partners plan to assist 8.4 million of the most 
vulnerable people across Sudan with food and livelihoods 
support as part of the 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan 
(HRP). These figures will be updated once the IPC 2022 is 
finalized.

The war in Ukraine is compounding the existing challenges as 
agricultural production and trade from one of the world›s 
major food-exporting regions has been disrupted. The war 
threatens to drive rising food prices higher and create 
scarcity, especially for countries like Sudan that depend on 
wheat and other exports (sunflower oil) from Russia and 
Ukraine. Since 2016, Russia and Ukraine accounted for more 
than half of Sudan’s imported wheat, according to the 
International Food Police Research Institute.
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Against this backdrop, FSL partners have provided 3.9 million 
people in Sudan with food and livelihood assistance from 
January-March 2022, according to the HRP 2022 Periodic 
Monitoring Report. This includes 3.2 million people who 
were reached with food assistance and another 700,000 
people with livelihood support. The food assistance was 
provided in all HRP priority localities, including 2.4 million 
assisted in Priority 1 localities, 541,117 people in Priority 
2 localities, and 924,117 people in Priority 3 localities. 

FSL PARTNERS REACH 3. MILLION PEOPLE WITH ASSISTANCE – 46 
per cent of the target
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The 3.9 million people reached is equivalent to about 46 per 
cent of the overall annual target. However, in most of the 66 
reached localities (out of the total 189 localities of Sudan) 
people assisted received only half food rations due to the 
increased needs and low funding.
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Photo: A miller selects the grain to obtain flour with his automatic mill in Al Moashi market, El Fasher, North Darfur. Credit: United Nations 1

https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/worsening-food-crisis-looming-sudan-amid-economic-downturn-displacement-and-ruined
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/worsening-food-crisis-looming-sudan-amid-economic-downturn-displacement-and-ruined
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/russia-ukraine-conflict-likely-compound-sudans-existing-food-security-problems#:%7E:text=The%20war%20threatens%20to%20drive,circumstances%20as%20these%20disruptions%20loom.
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/russia-ukraine-conflict-likely-compound-sudans-existing-food-security-problems#:%7E:text=The%20war%20threatens%20to%20drive,circumstances%20as%20these%20disruptions%20loom.
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The assistance provided includes in-kind food assistance, 
cash, and vouchers to respond to the specific food security 
and nutrition needs of internally displaced persons (IDPs), 
hosting and returning population groups, in addition to 
agricultural and livestock interventions as well as vocational 
training and rehabilitation activities. In addition, as of 31 
March, 840,994 heads of different animals were vaccinated. 
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According to the Financial Tracking System (FTS), donors 
allocated US$162.4 million for FSL projects (as of 18 May 
2022), which is 23 per cent of the required $708.3 million. 
It should be noted that some donor funding gets reported or 
reflected in FTS with delay or time lag, therefore, this level 
of reported funding does not necessarily reflect the actual 
funding in real-time. There are also additional funds the FSL 
received under the multi-sector funding in conjunction with 
other sectors.

The United States has provided up to 94 per cent of the 
funding for FSL (over $145 million), with the Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) coming second ($12 
million), and the Norwegian Refugee Council ($5.4 million).

Moreover, many HRP partners, including FSL ones, tend to 
have a carry-over at the end of any given year, with both 
financial assets and in-kind supplies from the previous year 
distributed during the first quarter of the new year. In addition, 
the FSL sector tracks all assistance provided to people in 
need, which includes both HRP-funded activities and other 
non-HRP response, and the sector is currently working to 
disaggregate those response modalities to have purely 
HRP-funded activities and people assisted through them.  

SHF AND CERF 

The Sudan Humanitarian Fund (SHF) allocated a total of $6.3 
million for FSL responding to crop failure and dry spells in 
eight states (Central Darfur, East Darfur, Gedaref, Kassala, 
North Darfur, North Kordofan, Red sea, South Darfur, and 
West Darfur). In addition, SHF launched the first standard 
allocation with $1 million for FSL contributing to self‐reliance 
and resilience of vulnerable returnees, IDPs and other host 
communities. In addition, SHF allocated $4.8 million for 
nutrition and water, sanitaiton and hygiene (WASH) activities 
responding to the crop failure and dry spells.

The CERF allocated $12 million for FSL through FAO covering 
14 states. The intervention aims to restore crop and animal 
sourced food availability to ensure food and nutrition security 
of the affected population through time-critical interventions. 
It covers both agricultural and livestock assistance, which 
aims at rapidly reducing dependence on emergency food 
assistance and provides a basis for medium and longer-term 
recovery. An additional $8 million through this allocation 
funds WASH and nutrition interventions.

Humanitarian partners in Sudan advocate for early 
and  expedient funding for humanitarian operations as 
the economic crisis, inflation, food insecurity and other 
challenges like the Ukraine conflict increase the needs and 
their gravity and deprivation. The provision of early funding 
is especially important for a race against time to mitigate the 
impact of the expected doubling of food insecure people by 
August-September to 18 million people.
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https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1068/summary
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