
 

Response 

 Following the announcement by the Government of Liberia for a new policy encouraging refugees to 
move into camps, the Health Sector, in its meeting on August 5, 2011, pinpointed the key actions that 
should be taken in health and related aspects, including medical screening procedures, availability of 
adequate heath and related services in the camps, and readiness of health facilities and health staffing 
in camps in time of relocation. The meeting also discussed how to strengthen and better coordinate 
the mental and psycho social programme for refugees. Other issues discussed included the higher pay-
ment of medical fees by refugees in private and semi-private health facilities in Liberia.  
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HIGHLIGHTS AND SITUATIONAL OVERVIEW 

 
 New refugee arrivals into Liberia continued during the reporting period.  
 In Maryland County, 45 individuals comprising 18 families approached the UNHCR office. The new 

arrivals, mostly from the Krumen ethnic group in Tabou region, claimed to have fled Côte d’Ivoire for 
security reasons. They were screened, registered, provided with NFIs and relocated to the Little 
Wlebo Refugee Camp. New arrivals were also reported in other border counties including Nimba and 
Grand Gedeh.   

 UNHCR enforces security requirements for all staff working to Solo Camp following threats against 
humanitarian agencies operating at the camp on 5th August. UNHCR Partners have been alerted to 
remain vigilant while operating in the camp. The threat through a letter was posted on the door of 
the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) office in the camp. 

 On 3rd August UNHCR handed over four motorbikes to the Ministry of Internal Affairs in Monrovia. 
The bikes are meant to boost the ca-
pacity of the ministry in providing 
assistance to refugees. Deputy Repre-
sentative Mr. Robert Tibagwa handed 
over the keys and documents to the 
Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs for 
Administration, Mr. Soko V. Sackor, 
who expressed gratitude to the 
UNHCR for the gesture. The occasion 
was witnessed by the Liberia Refugee 
Repatriation and Resettlement Com-
mission (LRRRC). 



  
RESPONSE AND COORDINATION 

 
Refugee  Statistics as of 4 August , 2011 

 

 

 

Protection/GBV 

 

 In Grand Gedeh, minors were reported to be working in the goldmine near Ziah camp. The Child 
Protection Work Group is following-up on the issue. 

 In Nimba County, the Red Cross Movement restored contacts between refugees and their family 
members in Ivory Coast through 287 free phone calls and 131 Red Cross messages.  

 In Grand Gedeh, River Gee and Maryland counties, 133 phone calls were made to restore family 
contacts, 83 Red Cross messages were collected and 53 unaccompanied children/separated children 
(UAC/SC) were registered, out of more than 130 children referred by other organizations. 

 International Rescue Committee- GBV staff at Zorgowee transit centre conducted awareness on 
consequences of Sexual Exploitation Abuse for 44 (11m, 33f) refugees. 

 IRC identified 22 (2 males and 20 females) vulnerable cases with specific needs during the week in 
Zogowee, Seykimpa, Larpea1, Yehplay, Krnlay 2 and Karnpay in Nimba County.  

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

 
 UNICEF continued to facilitate a diarrhoeal disease  prevention campaign in Harper city, working 

with partners to distribute over 700 bottles of WaterGuard water treatment product to families in  
hot-spot communities, and UNICEF’s WASH staff supported the decommissioning of WASH facilities 
at the recently closed Bishop Ferguson  Transit Centre in Maryland County.  

 
Education  

 In Little Wlebo Refugee Camp, Maryland County, 801 students are attending classes both in Little 
Wlebo Elementary School and tented schools recently pitched by UNICEF and Vision in Action in the 
camp. Both schools have 19 teachers teaching in French language for the refugee children; three 
schools have also been identified in Yookudi and Cavalla and registration is ongoing for school going 
children. 

County  Last Week  Change  This Week 

Grand Gedeh 74,368 - 74,368 

Maryland 32,589 - 32,589 

Montserado 314 9 323 

Nimba 51,873 133 52,006 

River Gee 3,670 - 3,670 

Total 162,814 142 162,956 
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 Shelter 
 

 A total of 93 individuals comprising 28 families were relocated to Little Wlebo Refugee Camp during the 
reporting period. UNHCR Field Office Harper provided NFIs for those who have not been provided. The 
refugees were screened before their relocation to the camp and included the new arrivals. 

 In Maryland County, DRC has commenced construction of the way station on the Cavalla Axis and two 
overnight shelters, latrines and bathrooms have been constructed. DRC will increase the total number 
of shelters to 4 (2 for women and 2 for men), in order to allow for a maximum of 200 persons at a time. 

 UNHCR received an offer from a private logging company to clear and flatten (44 hectares) of forested 
land in the former Prime Timber Production (PTP) camp site. The company would equip two heavy bull-
dozers and one grater in order to accomplish clearing the land. Cut down wood will remain in UNHCR’s 
possession so it can be converted into charcoal for refugees.  

 
Health  

 
 Final draft of the standard operating procedures (SoP) for refugees' medical referrals in Liberia has been 

completed following a consultative workshop in July 2011.  
 The National Leprosy and TB Control Program has been notified of increase numbers of new cases of 

leprosy in Nimba and Grand Gedeh counties, including among the refugee populations in both counties. 
An assessment of the situation is planned for August in both counties.  

 UNHCR has procured a CD-4 counting machine for Saclepea Comprehensive Health centre in Nimba 
County; the device has been shipped to Saclepea for handing over to the Nimba County Health Office. 
This equipment will contribute to the strengthening of HIV and AIDS programme run by the Health Cen-
tre in the county, which also benefits refugees.  

 The renovation of the Bahn Health Centre in Nimba County has been completed; UNHCR financed the 
renovation. Bahn health centre serves as of the referral centres for the health post at the Bahn refugee 
camp. This is part of UNHCR's support to Nimba County. Earlier, UNHCR donated a generator to the 
health centre. 

 A nationwide Polio National Immunization Day (round 5) was conducted from 29 July to 2 August. It tar-
geted 880,676 under 5 children.  

 Awareness campaigns on Sexually Transmitted Infections and SGBV were conducted at the health post 
in Little Wlebo; 762 pieces of condoms distributed to adult refugees. 

 

Food  

 A mixture of rice and bulgur wheat was distributed in Little Wlebo camp in Maryland Country as part of 
the cereal food basket with fewer cereal stock being distributed as some refugees at the camp refused 
to take bulgur wheat. 

 During   the  period  under  review,  the  community  sensitization  and  identification  of  vulnerable  
population  affected  by high food price (HFP)  shock  by NRC was completed in Nimba County. Food dis-
tribution to the  targeted  beneficiaries  has  already begun in Nimba Country and so  far,   1,000   peo-
ple  have  received  about  17  mt  of  assorted  food commodities. 

 Food  distribution  to  refugees  and targeted vulnerable population has  been  temporarily  suspended  
in  River  Gee  because the allocated food stocks  based  on  UNHCR’s  feeding  log  for  August is not 
enough to accommodate  the  drastic  increase  in refugee population (by more than 6,000)  resulting 
from a recent registration exercise in the county. Distribution will resume in the coming week once the 
food distribution plan is revised and more food stocks are available to accommodate the increased 
caseload. Refugees in Grand Gedeh made an appeal to WFP to secure rice for them in the next distribu-
tion. 

  
Nutrition 
 UNHCR’s partners, including Merlin and the County Health Team, in collaboration with UNICEF are con-

ducting nutrition surveys in all areas where refugees are hosted across Grand Gedeh County. 
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       NFI/ Logistics 

 Two earth moving machines were deployed to Zwedru from Voinjama (D6 machine) and from Saclepea 
(Motor grader). The two machines added to the D4 machine currently working on site clearing and general 
camp expansion. UNHCR currently have 60 operational trucks engaged in various activities including the dis-
tribution of food, NFIs and other supplies to various locations.  

 In Harper, 2,252 individuals in 408 households received NFIs comprising blankets, buckets, mosquito nets, 
lanterns, sleeping mat, Jerry cans, soap and kitchen sets. The distribution was peacefully carried out. Also, in 
Nimba County, 222 Individuals in 163 families received NFIs.  

        External Relations/Visits 
 The USA Ambassador to Liberia and the American Ambassador to UN agencies in Rome visited Nimba 

County on 4 -  5 August. The mission’s objective was to assess the humanitarian response to refugees in Li-
beria, coordination systems in place and to identify further required needs in terms of support and assis-
tance. 

 An ECHO monitoring visit was received at the UNHCR Harper Filed Office.  
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REGULAR  COORDINATION MEETINGS – MONROVIA  

1. Humanitarian Action Committee (HAC): every Thursday, 10.30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Venue: Jordan Ryan Conference Room, Bryant building, Mamba Point (opposite UNICEF).  
Contact: Manzoor Khoso, HCSO. Email: khoso@un.org.  Mobile: 05319901 

2.     Operations Coordination Meeting: every Friday, 09:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

Venue:  UNHCR Conference Room, Mamba Point (opposite US Embassy Gate 3) 
Contact: Dokie Nah, UNHCR     Email: Nahd@unhcr.org Mobil: 06870817 

3. Sectoral meetings  

 The Interagency Coordination Meeting, led by LRRRC and UNHCR, have been moved from Ganta to  
Sanniquellie.  It meets every Thursday at 10:00 am. 

 Weekly sectoral meetings: Education (led by MOE) every Tuesday in Saniquellie; Protection sector (led by UNHCR) every 
Wednesday at UNHCR in Saclepea; Health and WASH sector (led by the County Health Team) every Wednesday in      
Sanniquellie. New sub-sector working group on child protection and SGBV, meets every Wednesday in Saclepea. 

CONTACTS 

1. For submissions to this sitrep, and general information: Humanitarian Coordination Officer, Humanitarian     
Coordinator’s Support Office: Manzoor Khoso      Email: khoso@un.org.                           Mobile: 05319901  

2. UNHCR:  Sulaiman Momodu (PI Officer)                  Email: momodu@unhcr.org                 Mobile: 06493862 

3. UNICEF: Miraj Pradhan (Communication Officer)  Email: mpradhan@unicef.org              Mobile: 06282074  

4. WFP: Aaron Sleh       Email: aaran.sleh@wfp.org      Mobile:076500248 

5. WHO: Dr. Clement Peter     Email: clement@lr.afro.who.int 

6. LRRRC: Edward Kemokai                                              Email: kemokai62@yahoo.com          Mobile: 06-670822 

ASSESSMENTS/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE REFUGEE RESPONSE 

 Website of the United Nations in Liberia: www.unliberia.org  

 UNHCR Information Portal:    info.unhcr.org/liberia  

 Logistics information: 


