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HIGHLIGHTS 

In 2022, 3.1 million Central Africans will need
humanitarian assistance and protection, 63 per cent
of the population.

Gender-based violence, especially sexual violence,
has recently reached particularly worrying levels.

During the first nine months of 2021, 1.7 million
people received lifesaving, multisectoral assistance -
an increase compared to the 1.6 million people
assisted in all of 2020.

The threat of explosive devices continues to increase
in the Central African Republic: at least 23 civilians
killed between January and November 2021.

Siblings displaced by recent clashes near Bria.
©OCHA/Virginie Bero, Bria, Haute-Kotto Prefecture, CAR,
2021.
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Displaced children at the Elevage IDP site in
Bambari, Ouaka Prefecture. ©OCHA/S. Modola

The humanitarian emergency in the Central African Republic has
reached levels not seen since 2015 due to the new conflict dynamics
observed since December 2020. In 2022, 3.1 million people will need
humanitarian assistance and protection, 63 per cent of the population.
Of these, 2.2 million people will have needs that are so complex and
severe, that their physical and mental well-being is at risk. This is an
increase of 16 per cent, or 300,000 more people in severe
humanitarian needs compared to 2021.

Recurring violence, persistent shocks and the degradation of basic
services have significantly worsened the living conditions of Central
Africans in 2021. At the same time, people’s resilience continues
eroding under the weight of successive crises and economic
recession, forcing nearly the entire population to adopt negative
coping mechanisms.

These are the findings of a joint multisectoral analysis and an unprecedented consultation effort undertaken by the
humanitarian community with the people in need, published in the Humanitarian Needs Overview 2022 for the Central African
Republic. The affected people were at the heart of the analysis, with 17,300 households interviewed, including in the most
remote corners of the country. They shed light on how the current crisis affects people’s living conditions, services and
access, and inform about people’s priority needs.

Exacerbat ion of needs

The sectors with the largest number of people in need in 2022 are water, hygiene and sanitation (WASH); medical care;
protection; and food security, with between 2.4 and 2.8 million people needing assistance to access basic services and
goods essential for survival. Of all sectors, the need for WASH has increased the most since last year, with 12 per cent or
300,000 more people needing assistance to access clean water and hygienic sanitation facilities. The risk of diseases and
malnutrition has risen as fast as access to water decreases. The number of human rights abuses and violations of
international humanitarian law has increased as their nature has changed, with new risks to civilians such as explosive
devices or the stigmatisation of entire communities on ethnic or religious grounds, significantly increasing protection needs.
In the context of the conflict, food insecurity has worsened due to reduced access to fields, market disruptions and the
decline in agricultural production, the main source of livelihoods.

Solid basis for the humanitarian response

To meet people’s needs in 2022, humanitarian actors in collaboration with the Central African government elaborate a
common strategy to guide their interventions, based on the insights of the Humanitarian Needs Overview 2022. This strategy
will be detailed in the Humanitarian Response Plan 2022 for the Central African Republic, which will be published in
December 2021.

Despite generous donor contributions, as of early November, the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan was funded at just 63
per cent of the US$ 444.8 million required. Humanitarians count on donors’ continued commitment to stand with the Central
Africans and enable humanitarian organizations to meet people’s ever-growing needs in 2022. From January to September
2021, humanitarian partners in the Central African Republic provided lifesaving, multisectoral assistance to 1.6 million
people, despite the increasingly volatile security context.

Download the Humanitarian Needs Overview 2022 for the Central African Republic here (French). A consolidated version in
English is available here.

https://humanitarianresponse.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec65ff95b00a3e0f330508b82&id=a47bcc9ec8&e=a2ec85c3e0
https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/r-publique-centrafricaine-plan-de-r-ponse-humanitaire-2021
https://humanitarianresponse.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec65ff95b00a3e0f330508b82&id=a47bcc9ec8&e=a2ec85c3e0
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/hno_car_2022_final_en.pdf
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VISUAL 

Overview of population movements as of 30 November 2021

On 31 November 2021, the total number of internally displaced people (IDPs) in CAR is estimated to 669,791 people made
up of respectively 178,356 people living on sites (27%) and 491,435 in host families (73 per cent). This represents an
increase of 5,300 IDPs (less than 1per cent) compared to October 2021 when the number of IDPs was estimated at
664,491.

In November, new displacements were registered mainly in the prefectures of Ouham-Pendé (6,971 IDPs), including 6,483 in
Bocaranga (the communes of Bocaranga, Péndé and Loura) and 488 IDPs in Paoua, Mambéré-Kadéï (1,900 IDPs) in Amada-
Gaza in the commune of Haute-Boume following the incursion of armed groups, Ouaka prefecture (1,018 IDPs), where
people fled from the Bakala axis to the MINUSCA PK8 sites in Bambari and in Nana-Mambéré (648 IDPs), including 480 in
Abba and 200 in Baboua. These different waves of displacement are caused by the armed men in these parts of the
country.

Returns were reported in Haut-Mbomou prefecture (2,224 returnees), in particular 2,201 in Zemio and 23 people on site D in
Obo. 1,620 returned to Paoua in Ouham Péndé. In Nana Gribizi, 816 returnees are registered in Kaga-Bandoro and 467 in Bria
in Haute-Kotto. In Ouham prefecture, there are 205 returnees, including 200 in Batangafo and 5 in Kabo. 113 returnees are
reported in Alindao Basse-Kotto and in Bamingui-Bangoran, 112 returned to Ndele.

The number of IDPs increased continuously from November 2020 to February 2021 in the wake of the electoral and post-
electoral crisis. From March to July 2021, overall population movements stabilized or even declined slightly. This is explained
by a slight preponderance of returns over new displacements. Conversely, during the months of August and September 2021,

(4 Jan 2022)
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the number of IDPs increased again due to tension and clashes between armed groups and the Central African Armed
Forces (FACA) and bilateral forces, mainly in the west, south and center, while returns decreased. Download the infographic
here.

A survivor of gender-based violence participates
in a focus group in Zémio, Haut-Mbomou
Prefecture. ©OCHA/Virginie Bero, 2020

ANALYSIS  

Gender-based violence: a scourge with devastating
consequences

Gender-based violence has assumed alarming proportions in the
Central African Republic (CAR), particularly in the wake of the crisis
that has been afflicting the country for several years. This situation is
exacerbated by socio-cultural norms that are unfavourable to women
and girls, despite the existence of policies and legislation. Since the
end of December 2020, new conflict dynamics have worsened the
humanitarian situation and degraded the protective environment,
reflected in the largest number of internally displaced persons (IDPs)
recorded since 2015: 722,000 people were displaced within CAR as of
30 October 2021. Moreover, the country has never recorded so many
people in need of humanitarian assistance and protection as today:
3.1 million people, including 2.1 million in such severe need that their physical and mental well-being is continuously at risk.
Although IDPs and refugees are often the most visible face of the crisis in CAR, gender-based violence (GBV), especially
sexual violence, has recently reached particularly worrying levels.

An alarming rise

According to the statistics of the Gender-based Violence Information Management System (GBVIMS) whose eight members
collect data only at their service centres set up in 29 of the 73 sub-prefectures of the country, 6,336 GBV cases have been
recorded between January and July, a 58 per cent increase compared to the same period in 2020. Sexual violence made up
a quarter of these GBV cases and a closer look reveals a worrying trend with victims of sexual violence becoming younger
and younger. Nearly half (43 per cent) of the 360 survivors of sexual violence who received care for the first time in October
at three dedicated health facilities in Bangui were children between the age of 4 and 14, the vast majority of them girls. Half
of the survivors came from outside the capital, due in particular to the lack of appropriate support structures in the interior
of the country. The cases of sexual violence recorded in the first quarter of 2021 increased fivefold compared to the last
quarter of 2020, while the percentage of acts allegedly committed by weapon bearers rose from 7 to 23 per cent. The
conflict, which intensified in late 2020, has greatly weakened the protection of civilians, while the security situation is
marked by new dynamics that increase and change the nature of threats to civilians. Sexual violence is today seen as the
main security risk for women and girls, especially for IDPs. Between January and August 2021, the Working Group on
Monitoring, Analysis and Reporting Arrangements (MARA) on Conflict-related Sexual Violence documented 336 cases of
conflict-related sexual violence, the vast majority of which were rape.  Overcoming mult iple suffering

Survivors of GBV, especially sexual violence – the vast majority women and girls – suffer greatly and in different ways from
the violence. In addition to the direct damage and suffering caused by the aggression, survivors have to deal with stigma
often reinforced by unfavourable socio-cultural norms, as well as guilt and shame and their consequences, especially for
livelihoods. Victims of sexual violence are often afraid or ashamed to return to work in the fields or resume other activities

(25 Nov 2021)

https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/central-african-republic-overview-population-movements-november-2021
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that used to support them and their families, which pushes them into poverty. Access to justice is often not chosen by the
victim for fear of stigmatization by the community, or not seeing the process succeed due to lack of trust in the judiciary
system, the lack of resources and expertise of the judiciary, or its weak presence, especially in the interior of the country.

Strengthening a holist ic response

Survivors of GBV, especially sexual violence, have physical scars to heal, but the suffering this scourge causes socially and
psychologically requires further attention, especially psychosocial, socio-economic and legal assistance. Although the
structures set up by the humanitarian community in Bangui include all these aspects, this is not yet the case outside the
capital. Against this background, and in line with the priorities identified by the GBV Strategy Group, the Humanitarian
Coordinator in August allocated a special envelope of US$ 4 million from the Humanitarian Fund to respond to unmet
humanitarian needs and scale up the response in the regions most affected by GBV. In addition to awareness raising among
communities and the provision of medical, psychosocial and socio-economic services for survivors, this special fund
exceptionally includes legal support for survivors. Between January and September 2021, humanitarian actors supported
nearly 1,700 GBV survivors with income-generating activities, 6,300 survivors with psychosocial support services, 1,450 with
legal assistance, 1,570 with medical assistance and 1,320 with accommodation. More than 1.15 million people are in need
of assistance as a result of the GBV they have suffered.

----------------------------------------

Action Plan of the National Strategy to Combat GBV, 2019 together with the National Strategy to fight GBV, child marriage
and female genital mutilation in CAR (2019-2023). National policy for the promotion of gender equality and equity (second
edition), 2020.

Facilities constructed by MSB in partnership with
UNICEF. ©MSB/Rickard Wennergrund, Kaga-
Bandoro, Nana-Gribizi Prefecture, CAR, 2021

ANALYSIS  

Staying with the people in need

The conflict in the Central African Republic has not only led to a
devastating humanitarian crisis, but also the collapse of the
infrastructure. Only 2.5% of the country’s roads are paved, the old
infrastructure has not been sufficiently rehabilitated and new
construction projects are not keeping pace with the demand driven by
demographic change and the arrival of new partners in the country.
This becomes more acute the further one moves from the capital
Bangui into the regions where most humanitarian activities are carried
out. Nevertheless, some road infrastructure rehabilitation projects
have been launched recently, financed in particular by the World Bank.

Infrastructure for greater efficiency

Civilians remain the main victims of the conflict. One in four Central Africans had to flee inside the country or across the
border into a neighbouring country, while 3.1 million people – 63 per cent of the population - need humanitarian assistance
and protection. According to the World Bank, 3.4 million Central Africans will live in extreme poverty by 2022.

To effectively assist people in need, humanitarian workers need to be physically present in the areas of intervention, but the
infrastructure that is needed for this presence is not always available. Where such infrastructure exists, and in accordance
with humanitarian principles, humanitarians must balance the need to assist with the need not to compromise access to
and protection of vulnerable people. Presence in the area of operation saves time and resources for humanitarian

(14 Dec 2021)
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organisations, which also to a certain extent reduces security risks. Every day, at least one security incident affects
humanitarians in the Central African Republic and every time such an attack occurs, assistance to the most vulnerable
people is at risk. Between January and November, 387 incidents affecting humanitarian personnel or property were
registered, including three deaths and 27 injuries among humanitarians.

Common space for humanitarians

Since 2019, the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) in collaboration with the UN agencies WFP, UNHCR, IOM and
UNICEF have been constructing common office and living spaces for humanitarians in Bria, Berbérati, Bangassou and Kaga-
Bandoro for a total amount of US$ 15 million, of which US$ 12 million are contributed by the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA). Today, the humanitarian community in the Central African Republic benefits from
108 office spaces with internet access for visitors, 87 accommodation units including emergency accommodation, and
1,280 m2 of storage space. The construction projects have also supported the local economy by employing labour force
from the respective towns.

VISUAL 

Humanitarian Dashboard, January - September 2021

(16 Nov 2021)

https://www.msb.se/en/
https://www.sida.se/en


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
Situation Report
Last updated: 4 Jan 2022

Page 7 of 17
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/car/ 

Downloaded: 4 Jan 2022 

During the first nine months of 2021, humanitarian actors in the Central African Republic provided lifesaving, multisectoral
assistance to 1.7 million people, despite a very difficult operational context. The upsurge in armed conflict and an increase in
serious human rights and international humanitarian law violations since mid-December 2020 have multiplied forced and
preventive displacement of communities already weakened by years of conflict. More than 722,000 people were internally
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displaced as of 30 September 2021, living with host families or at IDP sites. Humanitarian assistance helped to alleviate the
immediate effects of food insecurity and malnutrition, provide people with shelter, water, sanitation and health services, and
protect a population in distress.

A peacekeeper is analysing a location where
explosive devices were found in April on the
Bocaranga-Bouar road in the west. ©MINUSCA,
CAR, 2021.

TRENDS  

The ever-growing threat of explosive devices

Accidents involving explosive ordnance have taken on increasing
proportions since mid-April 2021, particularly in the west of the
Central African Republic, a region where conflict has intensified.

An alarming rise

Between January and November 2021, about 40 incidents involving
explosive devices claimed the lives of 23 civilians, including children,
and injured 29 others in Nana-Mambéré, Mambéré-Kadei, Ouham-
Pendé and Ouaka prefectures. The deaths took place exclusively in
the west of the country.

Among these incidents, a resident of the Nguia-Bouar region
succumbed to his injuries in November after stepping on an explosive
device, while a commercial truck hit another explosive device in the
Bocaranga region, causing a temporary suspension of humanitarian
activities. In September, the vehicle of a team from the Danish Refugee Council NGO in the midst of humanitarian activities
in Ouham-Pendé hit an explosive device, killing one of its staff and injuring three others. A group of Paoua residents
traveling on motorcycles in October on the Ndim-Paoua axis hit an explosive device causing the death of five people,
including a child. In June, four people were killed by the detonation of an explosive device between Garba and Bakari
villages, 115 km from Bouar in the Nana-Mambéré Prefecture. In the same month, a herder and several of his cattle were
killed by the detonation of a device west of Amada-Gaza in the Mambéré-Kadéï Prefecture, and three people were killed in
the border region with Chad in the Ouham-Pendé Prefecture.

Fearing for their safety, the inhabitants of Nguia-Bouar in the southwest of Bouar in Nana-Mambéré, estimated at a
thousand people, fled across the border to Cameroun after a device exploded in their village in May. Since the incident, the
village has been inaccessible by road due to the suspected threat of other explosive devices. In the same period, five
members of a joint team of Central African security forces and bilateral forces were killed and five injured when their
vehicles hit a roadside explosive device near Bondiba on the Abba – Baboua axis. Two UN peacekeepers sustained injuries
and their armoured vehicle was heavily damaged when it hit an explosive device during a patrol in Kiamoni village near the
Cameroonian border in Mambéré-Kadéï.

Without  dist inct ion

The victims are diverse: a family, children, a humanitarian worker, merchants, armed elements, UN peacekeepers and a
priest. Explosive devices that detonate by the presence, proximity or contact of a person cannot distinguish between
civilians and combatants, raising important concerns about the principles of distinction and proportionality under
international humanitarian law.

(8 Dec 2021)
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Some incidents involving explosive devices were also reported from other parts of the Central African Republic. But the main
focus of the recent increase remains on the west, notably Nana-Mambéré, Mambéré-Kadéï and Ouham Pendé on the border
with Cameroon.

In July 2020, the suspected use of anti-vehicle mines was first reported in the country since the UN peacekeeping mission
MINUSCA was established in 2014. One of the suspected devices damaged a MINUSCA tank near the border with
Cameroon. After a relative calm between July 2020 and April 2021, the problem has taken on dangerous dimensions with
serious consequences for civilians.

Restrict ing humanitarian access and socioeconomic act ivit ies

The suspected presence of explosive devices severely limits humanitarian access to vulnerable people in a context already
marked by access restrictions due to armed conflict and physical constraints. The United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) estimates that more than 50,000 people in Nana-Mambéré are in dire need of water,
sanitation and shelter assistance, more than 1,500 malnourished children are waiting to receive food supplements and 5,800
others need vaccination but cannot be reached due to the threat of suspected explosive devices. Various axes in Nana-
Mambéré, Mambéré-Kadéï and Ouham Pendé have been considered high risk due to the suspected presence of explosive
devices and remain practically impassable for humanitarians and civilians alike, including between Bouar and Ngaounday,
Abba and Baboua and in the area of Amada-Gaza. The same applies to the Niem region that's still inaccessible since nine
months.

Towns and villages in the areas where explosive devices are suspected risk to be cut off from food and other supplies,
trade, security patrols and humanitarian assistance. Explosive ordnance also limits people’s access to fields during this time
of planting, places of work and income and essential services such as health care and education.

Emergency assistance by air

Circumventing access restrictions, OCHA and humanitarian partners delivered between June and October relief supplies by
helicopter to Nguia-Bouar, Ngaoundaye, Ndim and Gbambia in Nana-Mambéré, Mambéré-Kadei et Ouham-Pendé. More than
4.5 tons of medicine, nutritional supplements, hygiene products, education kits and food reached about 56,000 vulnerable
people, including more than 4,000 internally displaced people, to satisfy the most urgent needs and replenish local health
centers. As if the threat of suspected explosive ordnance was not enough, Nguia has been further isolated by clashes
between armed groups and military forces. Similar helicopter missions will likely be organized to the region in the coming
weeks and months.

Protect ing civilians and humanitarian workers

In September, the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) launched an explosive ordnance awareness campaign for
the population in Bouar (Nana-Mambéré) and Boali (Ombella M’Poko). To date, more than 932 people have been sensitized,
including 363 women and 440 children. Awareness posters have been posted at strategic locations in Baoro and Bouar
towns. Drawings and photos highlight precautions to be taken not only to avoid explosive devices, but also to mark and
report them to demining organizations. UNMAS has also trained in June more than 1,000 aid workers and United Nations
staff on the risks of explosive ordnance. The UN agency also trained trainers to enable different organizations to train their
own staff in Bangui and field locations. In May, explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) teams from the UN peacekeeping
mission MINUSCA surveyed and cleared the Baboua – Bondiba – Nguia-Bouar axis parallel to the Cameroonian border and
other suspected hazardous areas along the Bouar – Bocaranga axis – a slow and dangerous process. Additional funding is
now urgently needed to increase the extent of risk education projects for children, women and men in the affected areas.

VISUAL (9 Dec 2021)
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Overview of incidents affecting humanitarian workers, January to November 2021

The civilian population continues to bear the brunt of the sustained tensions and increased armed violence in several parts
of the country. During the first eleven months of 2021, 387 incidents affecting humanitarian workers have been recorded
compared to 365 during the same period in 2020. In November, 22 incidents were recorded (21 in October).

Sub-prefectures of Bangui (11%), Bosangoa (11%) et Bambari(10%) remain the most affected since the beginning of the
year. Murders, hostilities, thefts, robbery, looting, threats and assaults accounted for nearly two-third of the incidents (64.3%,
249 out of 387) while the remaining 35.7% were interferences and restrictions.

VISUAL 

Ongoing scale-up of cash-based interventions

(29 Oct 2021)
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In line with the Humanitarian Response Plan 2021 and the preferences of the affected populations, humanitarian actors
have continued to increase their efforts on cash-based Interventions (CBI) in CAR. The number of beneficiaries assisted
with CBI between January and September 2021 has already exceeded the number of those assisted in 2020. The majority of
programs aim at tackling the growing food insecurity in the country as well as at mitigating the risks associated with
COVID-19.

BACKGROUND  

Giving a voice to those affected by conflict

In the Central African Republic, 3.1 million people need humanitarian assistance and protection. Of these, 2.2 million people
have needs that are so complex and severe, their physical and mental well-being is at risk. Evaluations and assessments
conducted by humanitarian organizations help to determine the scale of people’s needs, understand those needs, and define
response plans. To develop appropriate, community-based programmes, humanitarian actors also collect feedback from
affected communities on the assistance they have received. This feedback is crucial, as it places affected people at the
centre of humanitarian response. Assistance can then be adjusted and improved, wherever needed.

A cross-cutt ing issue

(4 Nov 2021)

https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/car/card/3Odeib7bvk/
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A displaced woman uses one of the new phone
booths at the PK3 IDP site in Bria to stay in
contact with her family. ©WFP/Elizabeth
Millership, Bria, Haute-Kotto Prefecture, CAR,
2021.

As part of the Intercluster Coordination Group (ICCG), the Working
Group on Accountability to Affected People (AAP) ensures the
establishment and monitoring of collective mechanisms for
community engagement and accountability to affected communities.
The Working Group produces regular analyses of feedback,
complaints, and requests for information from affected people with
the aim of identifying trends in satisfaction, priority needs, and
preventing the spread of misinformation. The Working Group then
advises humanitarian partners through national and regional
coordination mechanisms on appropriate actions to take in response
to feedback from communities. Where to find assistance? Where to
complain if you have been harmed while receiving humanitarian
assistance? Where to find the right information? How is humanitarian
action perceived in affected communities? These are some of the
questions the AAP Working Group helps to answer.

Humanitarian partners have established information and feedback
centres at sites for internally displaced people (IDP) in Bria, Kaga-
Bandoro and Bambari, all located in central CAR. In so-called ‘listening
clubs’, through kiosks selling movies and music, and via interactive
radio programmes in Bria, Bambari, Kaga-Bandoro, Bangassou, Obo
and Zémio, specially trained staff collect information from
communities and in return, provide these communities with
information that can save lives. Various assessments carried out this
year have shown that people in general, as well as beneficiaries of
humanitarian assistance, feel that they are not sufficiently informed
about humanitarian assistance, the criteria to receive assistance and
access to humanitarian services (Multisectoral Needs Assessment 2021).

Improving feedback and complaint  mechanisms

In September 2021, the Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) supported by the Central African Republic
Humanitarian Fund automated the interagency common feedback and complaints mechanisms led by the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) in partnership with the NGO Intersos at an IDP site in Bria, Haute-Kotto Prefecture. Located in
eastern CAR, the IDP site – known as PK3 – is home to the country's largest displaced population of nearly 39,000 people
(Population Movement Commission, September 2021). Utilizing customer relationship management software also used in
the banking sector, trained agents confidentially record complaints and feedback from displaced people on tablets
connected to the internet. The information is then automatically transmitted to the humanitarian organisations concerned by
the feedback or complaint, significantly speeding up the process. In the past, such processes were carried out manually, for
example with notes deposited in suggestion boxes, which limited the feedback mechanism to those who could write and
restricted the timeliness of responses.

The ETC has also installed five telephone booths at the IDP site in Bria to allow people affected by the crisis to
communicate with their families and to call humanitarian helplines free of charge. Mobile phones are the main means of
contact for displaced families. On average, one in five displaced people own a mobile phone, according to an ETC
assessment, while four in 10 displaced people pay to make calls. Charging stations for mobile phones have also been set
up by the ETC at the PK3 site in Bria that can be used free of charge. By promoting free and safe access to mobile

https://www.etcluster.org/document/car-services-communities-assessment-2019
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communications, these services provide critical access to information for affected people. In Bria, half of the population
faces barriers to receiving information, particularly due to the lack of a radio or a telephone (Multisectoral Needs
Assessment 2021).

Further efforts

While displaced people at the PK3 site in Bria now have access to information at their fingertips as well as opportunities to
provide feedback on humanitarian assistance, this is not yet the case in other parts of CAR. Staff to support common
feedback mechanisms are gradually being trained and infrastructure put in place by the humanitarian community, based on
lessons learned and using available resources.

The Ministry of Health Pierre Somse received the
COVID-19 vaccination at the kick-off ceremony
of the national vaccination campaign in the
capital Bangui. ©MINISTRY OF HEALTH/Jean-
Louis DA, Bangui, CAR, 2021.

FEATURE  

COVID-19 vaccination campaign launch

The Central African Government on 20 May 2021 launched the
COVID-19 vaccination campaign with the support of partners, notably
WHO, UNICEF and GAVI. The campaign began with the symbolic
vaccination of members of the government and health workers. The
Ministry of Health reported that 509,505 people have been vaccinated
as of 30 December 2021. Frontline health personnel, vulnerable
people aged 50 and above, religious leaders, traders, community
liaison volunteers, transporters and journalists were targeted first by
the campaign. The country benefits from the global roll-out of
vaccines through the COVAX facility with at least 372,000 doses,
according to the distribution forecast, in additional to bilateral
donations that have been announced. On 6 July, the Central African
Republic (CAR) received for example 150,000 doses of the Sinovac
vaccine through bilateral support from the Government of China.

The United Nations on 21 April 2021 started a vaccination campaign
for its personnel and staff from eligible international NGOs in CAR as part of its duty of care. Until 23 August, 19,454
personnel were vaccinated.

Response to the second wave

On the vigil of the campaign launch, President Touadéra on 19 May announced that a public health emergency will be
declared and a number of measures taken to intensify efforts to contain the second COVID-19 wave, that has hit the
country since mid-March. Stricter barrier measures at gathering places such as restaurants, bars, places of worship,
weddings and funerals, and public transport would been announced, as well as their more rigorous reinforcement.

As of 30 December 2021, the Ministry of Health has recorded 12,454* COVID-19 cases, including 101 deaths. In the first
four months of 2021, six times as many cases were confirmed as in the last four months of 2020 – 1,571 cases compared
to 259 – and the death toll has risen by 44 per cent from 63 to 91. The worsening of the epidemic concerns the entire
country. Several towns that were previously spared have also reported cases, including Kabo (Ouham Prefecture), Kouango
(Ouaka), Bangassou (Mbomou), Ndélé (Bamingui-Bangoran), Birao (Vakaga) and Obo (Haut-Mbomou). Beyond the urban
areas, COVID-19 is spreading deep into the villages. 

Conducive environment

(4 Jan 2022)
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A recent survey conducted by the NGO Ground Truth Solutions indicated that Central Africans are ready to be vaccinated
against COVID-19 and believe that the vaccine will help to eradicate the virus, despite some scepticism and misinformation
that persist. Humanitarian and development partners have been supporting the Ministry of Health in elaborating a
communication campaign to inform and encourage people to get vaccinated and to counter the spread of false information
about the vaccine.

Challenges on all fronts

The Central African Republic looks back at a year during which humanitarian needs soared. Never in the past five years have
there been so many people in acute need as today. COVID-19 hit a country already ravaged by decades of armed conflict
and underdevelopment. According to the WHO, CAR was among the least prepared to face the pandemic. A series of
aggravating factors render the country both vulnerable and the response to the pandemic difficult:

The health system is barely functioning, due to a chronic shortage of skilled health workers, medical equipment and basic
medicines. Seventy per cent of health services are provided by humanitarian organizations and over 2.5 million people, half
of the population, need health assistance. One in four Central Africans walks for over an hour to reach the nearest clinic and
for many, the bills for consultations and medications are unaffordable. Only one in three Central Africans has access to
clean water and for many, soap is a luxury good. Access to water and sanitation is particularly problematic at the many sites
where 178,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) live, often in crowded makeshift shelters where physical distancing is not
practicable.

The provision of protective equipment and medical devices to diagnose and treat COVID-19 patients posed a serious
challenge, particularly at the onset of the pandemic. Poor road infrastructure and the six-month rainy season disrupt supply
chains to large parts of the country. Insecurity further hinders access to services and the possibility of humanitarians to
reach people in need of assistance. A severe lack in cold chain infrastructure further impedes the safe supply of medicines
across the country.

Unprecedented humanitarian response

Faced with these challenges, humanitarian and development organizations have scaled up support to the Ministry of Health
since March 2020 to provide a comprehensive and decentralized response and to strengthen the public health system and
access to water and sanitation. Nearly a third of the US$ 553.6 million budget for humanitarian assistance in 2020 was
dedicated to the COVID-19 response.

As a result, humanitarian partners improved access to health care for 938,000 people in 2020 and made access to water
and sanitation possible for 770,000 people, including many IDPs.

To mitigate the effects of COVID-19 on food security, humanitarian organizations in 2020 assisted 900,000 vulnerable people
with food and over 170,000 farmers were able to produce their own food and increase income thanks to agricultural support.

Adapt ing the modality of assistance

Cash-based interventions became a preferred modality of assistance that avoids large crowds and provides a safer space
for humanitarian assistance in times of an epidemic. With 48 per cent more beneficiaries reached in 2020 compared to the
previous year, cash-based assistance experienced a surge. Over 375,000 people received US$ 11.6 million for COVID-related
multisector assistance in cash or vouchers, first and foremost, to improve hygiene standards and access to water.

* Given limited testing capacities, the government’s diagnostic strategy since July 2020 limits tests to suspected cases
and people at risk. Thus, the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases should be interpreted with caution. For illustration,
76,987 people have been tested for COVID-19 as of 30 December 2021.

https://groundtruthsolutions.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/CAR_GTS_Round4_Bulletin.pdf
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/car/card/2Lm68QLyIM/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/car/card/1Ze6Ws992l/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/car/card/67kNLI82Mf/
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An internally displaced woman selling cassava
sticks, the main staple in the Central African
Republic, at a site for displaced people in
Batangafo. ©OCHA/Adrienne Surprenant,
Batangafo, Ouham Prefecture, CAR, 2020.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Alarm bells in the face of soaring food insecurity

The Central African Republic is a fertile country. It rains abundantly,
the soil is rich and a variety of crops, fruits and vegetables grows
almost year-round. Despite this apparent abundance, one in every two
people does not have enough to eat.

The reason is the conflict that has again intensified since the
beginning of the year. The number of internally displaced people has
never been as high since 2014 as over the past months, now
reaching 691,000. People live in fear of attacks and exactions by
armed groups, which limits their mobility and access to fields and
forests to cultivate, gather and hunt. The dangerous environment
further restricts humanitarian organizations from reaching people in
need. One of the results is the continued deterioration of food
security since last year.

A sombre picture

Indicators projecting nutrition and food security for the lean season from April to August were already sombre but have
again worsened in July.

In April, the Central African Republic reported the second highest number of people in critical food insecurity in West and
Central Africa – the emergency phase, according to the global standard classification of acute food insecurity. By July, this
figure had increased by 58 per cent compared to April, reaching 1 million people in critical food insecurity.

Monitoring data suggest that in July, overall 2.6 million people or 57 per cent of the Central African population did not have
enough to eat. Of the 1 million people in an emergency situation concerning their food consumption, 250,000 were on the
brink of famine. And to make the situation even worse, these people were largely inaccessible to humanitarian workers.

An urgent  appeal

The Food Security Cluster, that unites humanitarian actors working in the sector, is sounding the alarm bells in the face of
soaring food insecurity and malnutrition in the Central African Republic. Unless the humanitarian response is scaled up
immediately, more than 2 million people will be food insecure by September; of them, 900,000 will remain in the emergency
phase and at least 250,000 will likely fall into famine.

With no end of the conflict in sight, the vast majority of conflict-affected people will continue to rely on humanitarian
assistance in the coming months. Without safe, sustained and unimpeded humanitarian access to the areas of highest food
insecurity, a quarter million people will slip into a food security disaster.

The food sector now urgently requires US$22.5 million to provide life-saving full ration food assistance for 3 months for the
250,000 people at the highest risk of a catastrophic food situation, including to assist those in hard-to-reach areas by air.
Only half of the country’s Humanitarian Response Plan 2021 is currently funded. The lack of resources in light of the
population’s soaring needs has already forced the World Food Programme (WFP) to reduce monthly food assistance to a 20-
day ration.

Malnutrit ion among children

(23 Aug 2021)

https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/car/card/6OFkMS64Ek/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/ipc-overview-and-classification-system/en/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/car/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/car/card/3Odeib7bvk/
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In July, 80,000 children below the age of 5 were at risk of severe acute malnutrition (SAM), a 29 per cent-increase since the
end of 2020. The risk of SAM is particularly high for displaced children and those in locations affected by conflict, where
access to food, clean water, health care and nutrition services has been severely restricted and food prices have
skyrocketed. Across the country, 395,000 children younger than 5 suffer from chronic malnutrition – 40 per cent of all
children in this age group, a rate considerably above the emergency threshold of 30 per cent. Inadequate nutrition over a
long period of time disrupts their growth. Acute malnutrition represents a major public health problem and is one of the
leading causes of morbidity and mortality in young children.

Linking access restrict ions

Humanitarian monitoring systems indicate a direct link between conflict, growing access challenges and the sharp increase
in food insecurity. Safe and unhindered humanitarian assistance to areas in the northwest, notably Ouham and Ouham-
Pendé Prefectures, and the south-eastern Basse-Kotto, Haut-Mbomou and Mbomou Prefectures is hampered by active
conflict, shifting frontlines and the presence of explosive devices. These same factors limit access to fields, the mobility of
migrant herders and the supply of markets. The rainy season from April to October further restricts humanitarian
organizations’ ability to deliver assistance at scale and at an affordable price by road.

What  is being done

During the first half of 2021, 1.29 million people received life-saving food or nutrition assistance from humanitarian partners.
But humanitarian access remains very restricted, if not impossible, in various locations in Ouham-Pendé, Haut-Mbomou,
Basse-Kotto and Ouaka Prefectures.

During the current agricultural season, 60,900 food insecure households of 305,000 people are receiving urgent support to
re-establish agricultural livelihoods through the distribution of seeds and tools, re-stocking of fast-maturing livestock and
cash transfers.

In June, the World Bank approved a US$50 million grant to boost food production and build the resilience of food insecure
smallholders and households in the Central African Republic. This financing will provide much needed support to more than
465,000 food insecure small farmers through cash-for-work activities, while rehabilitating small-scale agricultural
infrastructure in six prefectures in the west and centre of the country and the capital Bangui.

Invest ing in long-term solut ions

Humanitarian partners are also investing in more sustainable solutions for the prevention and management of malnutrition,
including the promotion of nutritious foods, good feeding practices for infants, children and pregnant and breastfeeding
women and multisectoral response related to the provision of quality basic social services, including water, sanitation and
hygiene, health care and protection.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

The Humanitarian Response Plan 2021 for the Central African Republic

To meet the needs of the Central African population in 2021, humanitarian actors plan to provide an inclusive, protective and
humanitarian-based response to 1.84 million extremely vulnerable people. The response, based on a common understanding
of humanitarian needs, will primarily target people affected by shocks linked to violence and natural hazards, and those
living in areas with the most urgent humanitarian needs, including in hard-to-reach areas. To achieve this, humanitarians will
require US$444.7 million. The strategy that will guide their response is detailed in the Humanitarian Response Plan 2021. As
of 17 March 2021, only 16 per cent of this plan are funded at a time when humanitarian needs are extremely alarming. Since

(17 Mar 2021)

https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/r-publique-centrafricaine-plan-de-r-ponse-humanitaire-2021
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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is to mobilize and coordinate
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.

http://www.unocha.org/car
https://reliefweb.int/country/caf
http://car.humanitarianresponse.info
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©OCHA/Anita Cadonau, Bangui, CAR, 2020.

violence and tensions related to the December 2020 elections
erupted, almost 200,000 people have been internally displaced. Half
of them have returned, but 100,000 people are still displaced.

The Humanitarian Needs Overview for the Central African Republic,
published in October 2020, tells us that more than half of the Central
African Republic's population needs humanitarian assistance and
protection in 2021. Among them, 1.9 million people have acute needs
related to their physical and mental survival.

The Humanitarian Response Plan 2021 is structured around three
strategic objectives. Each of them aims to address one of the three
most critical humanitarian consequences identified in the
Humanitarian Needs Overview. The response will mitigate the impact
of the crisis on people's physical and mental well-being, living
conditions and protection. Within this framework, 1.4 million people will benefit from timely and integrated multi-sectoral
emergency assistance, in cash or in kind, needed to address the most critical issues related to their physical and mental
well-being. Some 1.2 million women, men, girls and boys affected by the crisis will improve their living conditions through
dignified and tailored assistance provided in a timely and protective environment. And thirdly, the protection and respect of
the human rights of 1.3 million crisis-affected people will be ensured.

The humanitarian response in the Central African Republic in 2021 will be developed as close as possible to and with the
people affected, listening to their concerns, priorities and grievances. Humanitarians will pay particular attention to the
voices of women, people with disabilities and the elderly to ensure that their specific vulnerabilities are considered and
interventions are adapted.

To find out more, see the Humanitarian Response Plan 2021 for the Central African Republic.
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