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UNICEF Somalia Weekly Situation Report # 8  
08 September 2011 – Famine in Southern Somalia 

 

 
Reporting period: 01 – 08 September 2011 

 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 Famine has now been declared on 3 September in the Bay region of Somalia, bringing the 
number of affected areas to six.  

 4 million people, more than half of the Somali population, are in crisis countrywide – an increase 
from 3.7 million people in July.  

 In the south, 1.5 million children are in need of immediate humanitarian assistance, out of a total 3 
million people in need in the south, which is controlled primarily by Al Shabab.  

 750,000 people are at risk of death in the coming four months unless extraordinary measures can 
be taken to reach inaccessible populations. Limitations on humanitarian access continue to curtail 
the humanitarian response. 

 The average global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate in the south is 36%. In Bay region, GAM rate is 
highest at 58%, nearly four times the WHO emergency threshold of 15%. 

 A total of 16,162 HH (about 97,000 people) in Lower Shabelle and Bay regions have received a 
monthly food ration through blanket supplementary feeding and 17,463 HHs (104,778 people of 
which 15,500 were children under the age of five) have benefited from the wet feeding programme 
at three transit sites.  

 

EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

 The situation in Somalia continues to deteriorate as famine spreads to a sixth region, Bay, in the 
south of the country. According to the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU), the 
number of Somalis in need of assistance has increased from 2.4 million to 4 million in the past 
eight months. In the south, 1.5 million children are in need of immediate humanitarian assistance, 
out of a total 3 million people in need in the south.  

 On 05 September, Bay Region is declared in famine situation and joins Bakool and Lower 
Shabelle, where famine was declared on July 20, and Balcad and Cadale districts of Middle 
Shabelle, the Afgoye corridor IDP settlement and the Mogadishu IDP community, where famine 
was declared on August 3rd. 

 According to FSNAU, 750,000 people are at risk of death in the coming four months without an 
urgent scale up. 

 The average global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate in the south is 36%. In Bay region, GAM rate is 
highest at 58%, nearly four times the WHO emergency threshold of 15%. 

 In most regions of the south, 1 in 6 children is severely malnourished and in some regions (Bay) 1 
in 5 children are severely malnourished at exceptionally high risk of death.  

 FSNAU anticipates famine in agro-pastoral and riverine areas of Gedo and Juba, and agro-
pastoral areas of Middle Shabelle and Hiraan by December 2011. 

CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 

 UNICEF-led clusters (Nutrition and WASH) have been closely involved in the OCHA-led effort to 
adopt a standardized multi cluster rapid assessment tool and enhance coordination of and local 
capacity for conducting rapid assessments. Clusters are currently engaged in the 2012 CAP 
process and all clusters have been actively working to strengthen regional level cluster 
coordination; WASH cluster for example has appointed focal agencies in most regions of CSZ.   

PROGRAMME RESPONSE 

HEALTH: 
 Emergency vaccinations completed on 04 September in Dolow and Dobley, 2,822 children among 

Dolow IDPs and 9,985 children in Dobley (6 months to 15 years) were immunised against 
Measles. In addition, 8,221 children (0-59 months) in Dobley were vaccinated with OPV. In 
addition, 1433 women of child bearing age (WCBA) in Dolow and 1,883 WCBA in Dobley received 
TT vaccination. During the Emergency Vaccination Response activities, 11,658 sachets of Oral 
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Rehydration Salts were distributed to the mothers and caretakers with the purpose of treating 
children with diarrhoea. 
 

NUTRITION: 
 During the week, 2,177 HH received a monthly food ration through blanket supplementary 

feeding. In total, since the beginning of the programme in August, 16,162 HH (about 97,000 
people) in Lower Shabelle and Bay regions have received a monthly food ration.  

 During the week, 1,216 HH were newly admitted to the wet feeding programmes in Gedo and 
Lower Juba regions, totalling 17,463 HHs (104,778 people of which 15,500 were children under 
the age of five) benefiting from the wet feeding programme since its inception in August. Of the 
15,500 under 5 children screened at the sites, 1,660 (11%) were severely malnourished and 
4,875 (31%) were moderately malnourished – a global acute malnutrition rate of 42%. All 
malnourished children were referred to treatment programmes. 
 

EDUCATION: 
 After a three-month break, the majority of schools in Central and Southern Somalia were 

scheduled to begin the new academic year on 3 September. Data is now being collected on 
enrolment, teacher retention, and the number of schools that have been able to open in 
emergency-affected areas. Early reports from partners on the ground indicate that while most 
UNICEF-supported schools have successfully re-opened, significant numbers of both students 
and teachers have been unable to return to the classroom in Bakool, Bay, Gedo and Lower Juba. 
In the absence of government salaries, most teachers depend on support from the community; 
however, because of the famine, that support has sharply diminished. Anecdotal evidence 
indicates that teachers are increasingly working on a voluntary basis and are in a critical situation 
in terms of food and income. Meanwhile, in Mogadishu and the Afgooye Corridor, major influxes 
of displaced people have led to stronger enrolment, straining the capacity of schools that are 
already severely short of resources. Several schools in Mogadishu have been forced to close or 
relocate because of insecurity and land issues. 

 In order to prepare out-of-school children for the transition to formal education, the Education 
section is supporting the establishment of 212 Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in five regions. 
Construction is now underway and all CFS are expected to be operational before 15 September. 

 A Training of Trainers (ToT) course for 31 CFS facilitators was held in Mogadishu between 4-6 
September. Participants included multiple NGOs engaged in Child Protection and Education 
activities in different regions like Hiran, Bay, Bakool, Middle Shabelle, Lower Shabel and Benadir. 
The Education section is preparing Back to School radio messages that will be disseminated 
through local radio stations across Puntland and Somaliland as well as Central and Southern 
Somalia. The broadcasts will mobilize children and their families to access recently re-opened 
schools. Each broadcast will announce that schools are open and explain that schools provide a 
protective environment, key services, and lifesaving messages. 
 

CHILD PROTECTION   
 UNICEF prepared various tools for monitoring Child Friendly Space activities and for the 

registration and referral of child protection cases. Such tools were used during the above 
mentioned TOT for 31 CFS facilitators and will be used by facilitators working in the CFS and 
NGO staff to refer children to appropriate services.  

 On September 7, the Child Protection Working Group met and finalized the assessment tool for 
conducting Child Protection assessments in all southern regions. The assessments which began 
5 September will continue until the 29 September. 

 A monitoring and follow up mission was conducted to Dobley to follow up on the implementation 
of child protection programs. The registration for separated children and Unaccompanied and 
Separated Children has begun in Dobley. An orientation was conducted on use of tools for the 
registration of children during the mission. 

 Training was conducted for Education Cluster and Child Protection Working Group members, in 
order to strength the mainstreaming efforts between the two sectors. The CP content of the 
training will be CFS, PSS and  Monitoring and Reporting on Grave Violations Against Children 

 
CASH RESPONSE:  
 Under the newly established cash response programme, 4,000 families have received US$ 90 

food vouchers in Lower Shabelle and 3,000 vulnerable HH benefited from an $85 cash grant in 
Middle Juba.  
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 UNICEF is supporting the development of a common M&E system for the eight main NGOs 
implementing cash grants and vouchers in Somalia. These NGOs will use the same M&E tools 
(registration form, baseline survey, monthly PDM, quarterly PDM, market survey). A beneficiary 
database is in the process of being set up to collect monthly data to monitor process, impact and 
markets.  

 
OPERATIONAL ISSUES 

 From July 1 – 7 September, UNICEF has transported a total of 6,600 MT of supplies to southern 
Somalia; by Road (1,990 Mt) by air (790 Mt) and by sea (3,787 Mt). 

 Nutrition commodities are the main expenditure: UNICEF has placed orders for 43,168 MT of 
CSB, against which 2,548 MT have been received thus far and 2,083 MT dispatched to partners 
in CSZ. 

 15,000 more tons of CSB+ are programmed to arrive in Mombasa port within the next 6 weeks. 
 New Customs Process in Kenya: UNICEF is still seeking a blanket waiver from Kenya customs for 

all import in transit to Somalia, to allow the repacking of goods in transit and breaking the cargoes 
before re-exporting to different locations in Somalia. All requested documentation was provided by 
UNICEF to various departments in Kenya Government, but there is still no certainty on which 
administration owns the process. 

 Logistics movement still remains a challenge, with warehouses having reached full capacity in 
Nairobi and Mombasa and bonded warehouse space being very limited. 

 
FUNDING  
 

Table 1: Funds Received against Appeal 
  Appeal Sector 2011 Requirements Funds 

Received* 
(US$) 

Unmet requirements 
(US$) 

Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) 22,794,303 20,800,552 1,993,751 

Health 30,017,762 21,029,912 8,987,850 

Nutrition 111,071,663 85,755,065 25,316,598 

Education 17,072,186 13,169,404 3,902,782 

Protection  10,201,617 4,466,733 5,734,884 

Shelter 1,854,301 869,813 984,488 

Cluster coordination 1,410,000 290,503 1,119,497 

Cash Based Response 32,000,000 14,914,250 17,085,750 

Total 
226,421,832 161,296,232 65,125,600 

**Funds received/allocated include recovery costs 
 
NEXT SITREP: 

 Date of next Weekly SitRep Thursday 15 September 
 Date of next Monthly SitRep (extended version) Thursday 22 September 
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