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OVERALL ESTIMATED 

AFFECTED POPULATION  
4.6 million  
 

CHILDREN AFFECTED BY 
THE CRISIS 

> 2.3 million 
 

INTERNALLY DISPLACED 
POPULATION 

> 206,000 
NEW REFUGEES* 

> 58,870 
 
 

UNICEF IMMEDIATE 
FUNDING GAP  

>US $24 million  

UNICEF Central African Republic (CAR) Situation Report  

Date: 22 July 2013 

Reporting Period: 3 - 22 July 2013 

Headlines 

 Following the May measles campaign conducted in Bangui, UNICEF is 

working to combat the spread of measles in the interior of the country. 

Over 120,000 children in the prefectures Ombella M’Poko and Lobaye, as 

well as Damara- Sibut axis, will be targeted in this second phase of 

vaccinations from 17-22 July.  

 On 10 July, UNICEF re-established a presence in Kaga Bandoro, the first of 

three mobile teams that will serve on extended field missions with the 

overall goal of reinstating a UNICEF and UN presence in the interior of the 

country.   

 Preliminary reports from Kaga Bandoro reveal pressing needs in the areas 

of health and nutrition exacerbated by the absence of supervision. While 

two public schools have re-opened in the area, the absence of teachers 

(one per 345 children), education materials, teaching manuals and 

materials was observed. 

 UNICEF distributed close to one MT of emergency health and nutritional 
supplies to the Kaga Bandoro area, including 15 cartons of RTUTF 
delivered to the Kaga Bandoro hospital to treat malnourished children. 

 UNICEF continues to distribute live-saving supplies and is providing emergency health, nutrition, 

protection, and water/sanitation support to the affected population in partnership with NGOs 

present on the ground as access permits. 
 

*Before the 24 March coup, there were already nearly 190,000 CAR refugees in Cameroon, Chad, DRC and South Sudan, according to 
UNHCR. 
 

 
© UNICEF RCA/2013/Hug – Over 120,000 children in the prefectures Ombella M’Poko and Lobaye targeted in this second phase of 
measles vaccinations, the children will also be vaccinated against polio, and given Vitamin A and deworming medication. 
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The area highlighted in red marks area of intervention covered by UNICEF-led mobile teams. This area is being target due to known 
humanitarian needs in WASH, Health, HIV/AIDS, Nutrition, Education and Food Security based on the humanitarian response plan, the 
food insecurity assessment conducted by WFP and security information reports. Other priority areas may be yet to be identified pending 
the availability of reliable information.  

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
 
Timeline of events 
 
On June 27, Human Rights Watch reports 34 attacks on villages carried out by Seleka fighters from 11 
February to 2 June.  At least 40 civilians were killed and more than 1,000 houses burnt. 
 
On 5 July, the National Transitional Council adopted the draft Transitional Charter clarifying the 
separation of the executive, legislative and judicial powers and determining power-sharing 
arrangements between Prime Minister Nicolas Tiangaye and Head of the Transition Michel Djotodia. 
 
On 8 July, ASG Zerihoun, SRSG Gaye and outgoing SRSG Vogt participated in the second meeting of 
the International Contact Group on CAR in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The need for better cooperation 
between the institutions of the Transition was stressed so as to successfully implement the roadmap 
and facilitate the support of the international community. 
 
SRSG Babacar Gaye arrived in Bangui on 9 July 2013 and paid a courtesy call to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs to discuss UN support to the transition process, the security of UN staff and the issue 
of ineligibility of key actors of the Transition to run for the next general elections. 
 

Between 11-12 July, United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC), Valerie Amos, and 
European Union Commissioner for aid and crisis response, Kristalina Georgieva, visited CAR to bring 
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attention to the humanitarian crisis. Messaging focused on children.  ERC Amos said, “The entire 
population of 4.6 million people is affected by the crisis. Half of those are children.”  In reaction to 
visiting the UNICEF supported nutrition centre, ERC Amos said “Once again children are the face of a 
crisis. In CAR, thousands are acutely malnourished, displaced and out of school as a result of the 
conflict.” 
 

Current Situation 
Despite funding and access challenges, UNICEF and the UN are making progress in delivering 
humanitarian action to those in need with a special focus on communities in the interior of the 
country. The following missions took place during the reporting period:  

10 - July - Present: Re-establishing a presence in Kaga Bandoro 

 On 10 July, UNICEF re-established a presence in Kaga Bandoro, one of the areas hardest hit 
by the crisis. The six person team was the first of three mobile teams that will serve on 
extended field missions with the overall goal of reinstating a presence in the interior of the 
country.  UNICEF has been asked to lead the UN response in Kaga Bandoro.   

 Preliminary reports reveal pressing needs in the area of health and nutrition exacerbated by 
the absence of supervision. The Kaga Bandaro mobile team will focus on supporting inter-
agency response planning, monitoring and prioritization in addition to follow up on 
implementing partner response, identification of gaps and areas for expanded service 
delivery.   Since arrival, outreach missions have been carried out to Dekoa and Botto focusing 
to health and nutrition monitoring and support.  

11-12 July: two-day OCHA and EU-ECHO joint mission 

 Between 11-12 July, the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC), Valerie Amos, 
and European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 
Response, Kristalina Georgieva, visited CAR to see first-hand the humanitarian crisis and take 
stock of the situation.  

 ERC Amos and Commissioner Georgieva visited a UNICEF-supported ACF-managed 
therapeutic nutrition centre at the Bangui Paediatric Centre. The nutrition centre has treated 
1,600 malnourished children this year.  

 Part of the delegation visited the UNICEF-supported Transit and Orientation Centre (CTO) in 
Bangui for children newly released from armed groups. The delegation toured the CTO and 
observed recreational activities organized for the children.  

 The delegation then flew to Kaga Bandoro where they met with communities affected by 
violence. ERC Amos emphasized the need for an urgent return of humanitarian staff to the 
interior of the country.  Commissioner Georgieva announced additional funding of €8 million, 
which brings EU funding to €20 million this year. 

 

17-21 July: Integrated vaccination campaign in the interior of the country. 

 Following the May measles campaign conducted in Bangui, UNICEF is working to combat the 
spread of measles in the interior of the country in reaction to confirmed cases and the low 
routine immunisation coverage. Integrated vaccination campaigns took place in the 
prefectures Ombella M’Poko and Lobaye which covers 7 health district areas. Over 120,000 
children will be targeted in this second phase of vaccinations.  

Security   
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 The UNICEF team in Kaga Bandaro reports that the situation remains generally quiet with no 
serious incidents.  However, public confidence by all accounts remains low and people are fearful 
of the Seleka forces. The MICOPAX FOMAC unit has been supportive of the mobile team 
currently in place.  

 Despite prevailing uncertainty, the overall security situation in the interior of the country remains 
generally favorable for humanitarian delivery. Most NGOs have now resumed their activities.  

 On 3 July, MICOPAX and the Seleka conducted a disarmament operation in some locations in the 
capital, Bangui. The sites suspected of hosting Seleka weapons were reportedly excluded from 
the process and some Seleka elements are said to have escaped disarmament by leaving town or 
hiding among the population. 
 

RRM Assessment Results and UNICEF Key Actions to date  
Since 1 April, RRMs have been done in 14 out of 16 prefectures with the most conducted in Kemo (5 
sets of emergency assessments) and Ouham (4 sets).  The majority have been done by ACF followed 
by ACTED and a number of INGOs including IRC, PU-AMI and Mercy Corps. The RRM was introduced 
in CAR in late 2012 as an ECHO-funded UNICEF initiative to strengthen rapid response for emergency-
affected populations. The RRM assessments, a system supported with ECHO funding, reveal dire 
humanitarian needs in the following sectors: WASH, Health, Nutrition, Education and Food Security.  
As of 17 July, additional assessments will take place in the prefecture of Ouham.  
 
Following the recommendation of the stock-taking on the progress of the RRM implementation 
meeting that took place last month, an RRM Operation team has been established to follow up on 
the RRM planning and technical issues.  
 
The map below shows the planning figures that UNICEF is using together with partners for 
emergency response along the main axes and the most affected zones. It also shows where RRM 
assessments have already taken place, where they are on-going, and where they are planned.  
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RRM Assessments and other data  Key Actions 3 – 20 July  
 
HEALTH 

 
 
 29% of the questionnaires received 

state that there are no health 
facilities available.  

 24% of the questionnaires have 
registered that there are no health 
personnel available.  

 51% of the questionnaires report that 
there are no medicines available.  

 53% of the questionnaires reveal that 
there is risk of pandemic.  

 51% of the questionnaires received 
report an interruption of the health 
services previously provided. 

 51% of the questionnaires report an 
increased level of patients accessing 
health services. 

UNICEF is working with partners to protect children 

against measles and other diseases in the interior of the 

country through the integrated vaccination campaign 

took place from 17-22 July in the prefectures Ombella 

M’Poko and Lobaye, and the Damara-Sibut axis, which 

covers 7 health district areas.  

 

The integrated vaccination campaign is in reaction to 
confirmed cases of measles in the interior of the 
country and the low routine immunisation coverage. 
The measles vaccine is combined with polio 
immunisation, vitamin A supplementation and 
deworming.  
 

The integrated vaccination campaign will target: 

Intervention  Age group Number of 

children 

Measles 6 months - 5 yrs 120,924     

Polio Under 5 yrs 134,628     

Vitamin A 6 months - 5 yrs 120,924     

Deworming 1 – 5 yrs 107,391 
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On 11 July, UNICEF distributed close to one MT of 
emergency health and nutritional supplies to the Kaga 
Bandoro area. The mobile team currently on the 
ground observed that essential services such as 
outpatient consultations, pre-natal services, pediatrics, 
maternity, and surgery and operating rooms are 
functional; 75 per cent of qualified staff are in place. 
 

 

NUTRITION 

 
 81% of the questionnaires report that 

food sources have changed as a result 
of the conflict.  

 69% of the questionnaires report a 
bad status of food stock.  

 54% of the questionnaires report a 
negative impact on food in the 
market (i.e., increased price, less food 
available, etc.). 

 53% of the questionnaires reported 
that there are heavy crop losses.  

 42% of the questionnaires received 
have reported a negative impact on 
livestock, 50% on agricultural 
products stocked and 64% on the 
availability of seeds. 
 

According to the acute food insecurity 
analysis provided by the Famine Early 
Warning Systems Network, An estimated 
484,000 people are vulnerable to food 
insecurity country-wide and 57,500 
children under 5 are at risk of moderate 
or severe malnutrition. If there is no rapid 
response to mitigate this situation, the 
percentage of SAM will be likely to 
increase. 

 
The 15 July monitoring mission to Dekoa (Kemo 
prefecture) found a shortage of Nutritional 
Supplementation Units (who carry out malnutrition 
screening in communities) to treat moderate acute 
malnutrition, thus increasing the risk of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM). The shortage of Nutritional 
Supplementation Units to stabilize SAM cases with 
complications contributed to the death of two children.  
 
Caritas reported that sharing of ready-to-use 
therapeutic food (RTUTF) and therapeutic milk is 
contributing to poor recovery rate and increase the 
persistence of acute and chronic malnutrition.  
 
Emergency Nutrition Programme implementation is 
being supported by UNICEF through the government 
runs UNT/ UNTA at the Kaga Hospital. Also present are 
ACF and Save the Children UK who are planning to have 
a permanent presence starting in late July to 
implement basic health and nutrition programmes. 

 
EDUCATION 
 

 10% of questionnaires reveal that 
schools have been affected, against a 
54% of questionnaires that report 
that schools have not been affected.  

 38% of the questionnaires report no 
schools damaged and 8% have 
reported some level of damage.  

 72% of the questionnaires report that 
children were not attending school.  

During the ongoing mission in Kaga-Bandoro, it was 
observed that in addition to the Diocese School, two 
public schools in the area have re-opened on 1 July 
following a working session amongst UNICEF, school 
administration, and teacher trainees that took place 
during the 27 - 29 June mission. A total of 1,035 
children have returned to school at the Kaga Bandoro 
prefectural school with girls slightly outnumbering 
boys.   However, many issues remain: classes are being 
run by teacher trainees, an absence of teaching 
manuals and materials, recreational kits, and trained 
teachers was observed and student to teacher ratio is 
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 22% of the questionnaires report that 
the schools are used to shelter 
people. 

 

unacceptably high at 345 to one. 
 
Over 850 school-in-a-box kits have been received by 
UNICEF in Bangui. When security permits distribution 
will take place to enable large scale learning following 
massive looting of learning materials across the 
country.   
 
As part of the UNICEF-supported Kékeréké project, 
school construction started on approximately 37 sites 
Ouham Pende, Nana Gribizi, Mbomou, Haute Kotto and 
Haut Mbomou, by ACTED, COOPI, IRC, DRC, and Mercy 
Corps. 

 
WASH 

 

 76% of the received questionnaires 
have reported problems with 
garbage.  

 48% of the questionnaires have 
reported difficulties in accessing 
waters.  

 56% of the received questionnaires 
registered scarcity in the availability 
of drinking water in the households. 
While for the 10% of the 
questionnaires, drinking water is not 
accessible. 

 35% of the received questionnaires 
have also registered problems with 
the drainage system. 

Assessments completed in Mobaye with Mercy Corps 
on 7 July revealed significant WASH needs, with the 
majority of needs preceding the crisis. A lack of drinking 
water sources, out of service pumps, and a lack of 
WASH knowledge among population were just some of 
the issues observed.   
 
On 16 July, ACTED completed the three-month 
implementation of the emergency waste management 
project in Bangui. In total approximately 1,290 m3 or 
670 tons of garbage were collected. This continuation 
of this project by the Bangui municipality is now funded 
by UNDP. 
 
 

 
CHILD PROTECTION 

 
 

RRAs and other sources show protection 
continues to be a major concern with an 
increase in documented cases of GBV, 
unaccompanied children and re-
recruitment of child soldiers. 

 On 10 July, UNICEF in collaboration with the Ministry 
of National Solidarity and the Promotion of Gender 
organized a day of exchange on the theme of 
protecting child rights in humanitarian situations aimed 
at Central African journalists.  Twenty-three journalists, 
including five women, from 23 independent media and 
the Central African News Agency, the National Radio 
and Television stations pledged to be more mindful in 
the handling of sensitive information and to protect the 
rights of vulnerable children.  
 
On 4 July, UNICEF and Mercy Corps held a workshop in 
Bangui to build capacity on data collection tools and 
information management on gender-based violence 
(GBV). Targeting civil servants and NGOs involved in the 
care of victims of GBV, 36 people including 23 women 
were trained on the "intake and initial assessment 
form" System Management Information on GBV 
(GBVIMS). This training will contribute to harmonizing 
tools used by the different actors involved in the sector 
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in Central African Republic. 

 
Below are UNICEF’s results to date measured against targets in the revised CAP and UNICEF’s 
Humanitarian Response Plan: 
 

Sector Indicator 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulativ
e results 

(#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Health 

Number of people that 
access basic health 
services and medicines 
in the affected areas 
(Inter- Agency Health 
Kits – IEHK -)

1
 

582,000 223,000 38%  

Number of U5 children 
vaccinated against 
measles

2
 

680,275 122,869 18%  

Number of children 
under - five provided 
Vitamin A 

680,275 120,313 18%  

Children 1-5 years 
receiving de-worming 
medication 

544,220 112,370 21%  

UNICEF Operational Partners: IMC, ACF, PU-AMI,. 
1
This includes among other prefectures: 2,000 in Ouaka (Bambari), 56,000 in Bangui (Bangui), 11,000 in Ombella M’Poko 

(Bimbo), 4,000 in Nana Gribizi (Kaga-Bandoro), 5, 000 in Hout Mbomou (Obo). 
2
 The measles campaign has been 

conducted in Bangui. 

Nutrition 

Children 6-59 months 
with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM)  
admitted for therapeutic 
care and benefitting 
from promotion of 
nutrition practices 

14,100 8,009 57% 14,100 8,009 57% 

Children 0-59 months 
children in therapeutic 
care recovered from 
SAM 

>10,600 1,449 14% >10,600 1,449 14% 

Partial data as of April 2013 available for Bangui, Batangafo, Ndele, Bambari, Hautte Kotto,Vakaga. 
Note: Change in target from 13,500 to 14,100 and from > 10,125 to >10,600 

Ready-to-use 
therapeutic food (RUTF) 
cartons distributed 

14,100   4,458 32% 14,100 4,458 32% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF, COHEB. 

WASH 

Affected population 
provided with HH water 
treatment and storage 
material, and key 
hygiene supplies 

250,000 17,092 7% 250,000 17,092 7% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF, ACTED 

Child 
Protection 

Number of children 
released from armed 
forces and groups* 

 
500 

 
149 

 
28% 

 
500 

 
141 

 
28% 
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Sector Indicator 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulativ
e results 

(#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Separated children in 
emergencies reunified with 
families  

1,200 72 6% 1,200 72 6% 

GBV survivors who receives 
holistic assistance 2,000 1,221 61% 2,000 1,221 61% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: COOPI.  
(*) Sex disaggregation: 126 boys and 15 girls 
Note: Target changed from the previous SitRep from 1,000 to 2,000 

 
Interagency Collaboration 
 

UNICEF continues to actively engage with the humanitarian community in CAR –NGOs and UN 
agencies – to effectively plan and engage in the provision of immediate humanitarian response.  
 
Based on our humanitarian response strategy and the Programme Criticality framework, UNICEF has 
deployed the first of three mobile teams to Kaga Bandoro.  Following a six month period, UNICEF has 
re-established presence in Kaga Bandaro through the mobile team that arrived on 11 July and will 
remain for two weeks; staff will then be rotated to maintain a presence in the area. 
 
The second team mobile team travelled to Bambari on 18 July.  Under the umbrella of WFP as the 
regional lead, the UNICEF team will undertake monitoring and outreach activities to identify gaps and 
accelerated response measures. A third mobile team will operate directly from Bangui and will 
respond in the field as priorities are identified. 
 

Funding  
The CAP for CAR is 31% funded out of the revised $195 million required.  However, due to the 
deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the country since the military takeover, humanitarian 
needs are likely to increase significantly. In addition, the looting of humanitarian bases, warehouses, 
and vehicles has further impeded the delivery of emergency life-saving interventions in affected 
areas. The CAR CAP was being revised as per the mid-year review to reflect the current needs in CAR 
which have significantly increased across the country. 
 
UNICEF’s revised response plan, in line with the latest crisis, demonstrates that the funding needs 
have tripled since before the coup in order to address the most pressing needs of vulnerable 
population throughout the country.  

 

Sector 

Initial HAC 

2013 

requirements 

Additional 

requirements – 

June 2013 

Total 2013 

requirements  

Income through 

UNICEF and 

donors 

Funding gap 

Nutrition 1,494,255 
                

3,184,418  
4,678,673 1,249,279 3,429,394 

Health 1,588,950 
                

6,334,473  
7,923,423 3,563,020 4,360,403 

Water, 

Sanitation & 

Hygiene 

995,100 
                

6,943,800  
9,216,748 474,341 8,742,407 

Child 

Protection 
5,073,806 

                

1,462,494  
6,536,300 2,463,511 4,072,789 
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*$150,000 in Cluster Coordination costs have been included in the sector budgets above.  

 
UNICEF wishes to express gratitude to all public and private sector donors for the contributions and pledges 
received, which have made the current response possible. UNICEF would especially like to thank National 
Committees and donors who have contributed ‘non-earmarked’ funding. ‘Non-earmarked’ funding gives UNICEF 
essential flexibility to direct resources and ensure the delivery of life-saving supplies and interventions to where 
they are needed most – especially in the form of longer-term and predictable funding and in strengthening 
preparedness and resilience. Continued donor support is critical to continue scaling up the response. 
 

For further information, please contact: 
 

Souleymane Diabaté 

Representative  

Central African Republic 

sdiabate@unicef.org  

 

 

Celestin Traoré 

Interim Deputy Representative  

Central African Republic 

ctraore@unicef.org 

 

Linda Tom 
Communications Specialist 
Central African Republic 
ltom@unicef.org 
 

 

Education 1,086,986 
                

2,483,514  
3,570,500 0 3,570,500 

Non Food 

Items (NFI) 
1,277,848  (now included in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene above)  

Total 11,516,945 20,408,699 31,925,644* 7,750,151 24,175,493 

mailto:sdiabate@unicef.org
mailto:ctraore@unicef.org
mailto:ltom@unicef.org

