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Highlights  
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 
As of 15 February, the rapid structural assessment was 
undertaken in Aleppo in 4,159 buildings and classified 
169 buildings as ‘high risk of collapse’ and 644 as 
‘medium risk of collapse.’ UNMAS is marking the 
buildings categorized as high risk of collapse with the aim 
to dissuade people from returning to them.  

In Lattakia, a total of 1.3 million people are directly or 
indirectly affected by the earthquake. Approximately 
34,400 families are displaced and currently either being 
hosted in temporary shelters, including governmental 
buildings, or staying with relatives with reportedly dire 
humanitarian needs. There are currently 29 designated 
shelters and the number is expected to increase in the 
coming days\weeks. 

In Tartous, a total of 0.9 million people are directly or 
indirectly affected by the earthquake. There are two 
designated shelters; the number is expected to increase 
in the coming days\weeks. 

In Hama, a preliminary assessment showed that four 
hospitals and sixty health facilities have been damaged 
by the earthquake. One of them is at high risk of 
collapsing. 
 
In Deir-Ez-Zor, out of the 31 buildings that have been 
assessed, five buildings have been evacuated.  
 
Markets remain impacted, notably in Aleppo. Lack of 
bread availability continues to be reported in all sub-districts affected by the earthquake, in particular in collective centers. 
 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE AND CAPACITIES 
 

  Coordination 
 

National and sub-national inter-sector and sector coordination meetings are held frequently in Damascus and all affected 
hubs.  

Syrian Arab Republic  
HUMANITARIAN COUNTRY TEAM (HCT) COORDINATED RESPONSE 
FLASH UPDATE #11 - EARTHQUAKE 
As of 16 February 2023 

 4M 
Affected        
Population 

 2M 
Severely 
Affected        
Population 

 1,414 
   Deaths 

 2,357 
 Injuries            



FLASH UPDATE - EARTHQUAKE No. 11 | 2 
 

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
www.unocha.org 

On 15 February, a joint inter-sectoral assessment mission, accompanied by SARC, proceeded to the affected Qabu, Fideo, 
Hannadi and Istamo villages in rural Qardaha and Jablah sub-districts in Lattakia city with the aim to assess the prevailing 
humanitarian situation.  

In Deir-Ez-Zor, Inter-Sector Coordination meetings at the hub level were conducted to discuss re-structuring and activating 
the sub-national sectors. 
 

  WASH 
In Aleppo 
Monitoring the quality of drinking water jointly with AWE at the water source (Suliman Al Halabi water station), tankers, and 
end users continues on daily basis. Free residual chlorine levels ranged from 0.23 to 0.42 mg/l which meets the required 
standards. 

OXFAM is supporting 14 collective centres with a total population of 6,225 people (1,514 households) who are receiving 
125,000 litres of water through water trucking. 

Partners are supporting sewage and toilet cleaning, quick fix for WASH facilities, in addition to installing lights and locks for 
five collective centers with total 319 households. 

A total of 291 hygiene kits (one per household) were distributed to five collective centers for a total of 1,327 people. 

Two water tanks (each with a capacity of 1,000 litres) were installed at one collective centre with 460 individuals (110 
households). 

We World and Gruppo di Volontariato Civile (WWGVC) supported delivery of 100,000 litres of water through water trucking 
to Karm Homed, Karm Al-Katerji, Shaar, Tarik Al-Bab, Al-Halwanyeh, Al-Salihin neighborhoods. 

Urgent point repairs of water networks were conducted in Bustan Al-Basha and Al-Midan neighborhoods. 

GVC technical team is still conducting a technical assessment for the high-water reservoir in Maskaneh community. 
Preliminary findings showed that the reservoir is partially damaged, and cracks were observed on some structural elements, 
as well as caving issues beneath the settling reservoir and other pipes/structures. There is an urgent need to repair and 
restore the reservoir, taking into consideration that around 35 communities depend on access to safe water through this 
reservoir. GVC is working with the Water Board in Aleppo to carry out the technical design and estimated budget. 

NRC supported provision of six water storage tanks to two collective shelters (two tanks for Okba Ben Nafee school, and 
four tanks for Ahmad Anbarji school). 

20,000 litres of water have been delivered through water trucking to three collective shelters (8,000 litres to Abd al Latif 
Badenjki, 2,000 litres to Al Moustasem and 10,000 litres to Deyaa Al Deen Wafaei). 

In Lattakia: 
 
UNICEF supported provision of safe water through water trucking activities in affected areas, reaching 50,000 people with 
378,000 liters. Additionally, monitoring ongoing of the quality of drinking water jointly with Lattakia Water Board on daily 
basis. Free residual chlorine levels ranged from 0.23 to 0.42 mg/l which meets the required standards. 

According to the Lattakia Water Board, there are six collapsed elevated water reservoirs and 57 damaged elevated water 
reservoirs in the Governorate. 
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NRC distributed 222 hygiene kits in three collective shelters and one neighborhood (50 in Al Wehdeh, 57 in Jihad Kheir 
Beik, 35 in Tajamo Al Inath and 80 in Jablah community). In Homs, NRC has distributed 12 kits to Mahmoud Othman school 
(collective shelter of Qosour - Homs of Homs sub district). 

  Food 
In Aleppo, local authorities confirmed that two additional buildings had collapsed because of the earthquake bringing the 
total number to 56. As of 11 February, Aleppo had a total of 179 collective shelters that were reportedly accommodating 
over 12,600 families. In addition, a list of damaged bakeries has been published to partners for urgent support to provide 
rehabilitation, and to mitigate from the risk of losing functionality for some bakeries. 

In Lattakia, three generators operating in three critical bakeries - Demsarkho, Jablah and Al Kerdaha - supported by ICRC 
went out of service. Replacements are being arranged as soon as possible. 

  Education 

For the second week, all schools in Hama and Lattakia remain closed, while gradual reopening of schools in Aleppo has 
started. The decision to reopen schools in the most affected governorates is delegated to the directorates of education in 
each governorate. In Aleppo, around 100 schools have reopened as of today, but with reported low attendance. 

To date, 693 schools have been reported damaged (263 in Aleppo, 125 in Latakia, 127 in Tartous, 109 in Hama, 63 in 
Homs, 4 in Idleb, 2 in Ar-Raqqa, Dibsi Afnan sub district). Reports from the Ministry of Education (MoE) are indicating a 
higher number of damaged schools (1,219) in the most affected governorates and neighbouring ones. 

The education sector partners, led by UNICEF, are conducting rapid school safety and infrastructure assessments to identify 
schools that are safe to reopen, classify them according to damage level and identify the rehabilitation needs. As of today, 
UNICEF and PUI in coordination with the DoE and Engineers Syndicate have completed the assessment of 105 schools 
(58 In the most affected governorates of Aleppo, Lattakia and Hama, UNICEF has been supporting the DoE and 
implementing partners to reach the most affected children in the schools that are being used as shelter and ones that have 
recently reopened with supplies and recreational kits. Distribution of heaters, blankets, recreational kits, school-in-a-carton 
and ECE kits is ongoing in Lattakia, Aleppo and Hama, reaching children with recreational activities and basic psychosocial 
support (PSS). 

To support children affected by the closure of schools, education sector partners are providing non-formal education in 
shelters and learning centres in Aleppo, Homs and Hama. 

  Health 
On 15 February UNFPA trucks arrived in Aleppo with winter clothing kits, Blankets and 25 live-saving reproductive health 
(RH) kits. The Inter-Agency RH kits will support 2,850 women and include clinical midwifery equipment and supplies for 
safe delivery assistance within health facilities, medicines for the treatment of sexually transmitted infections, clean delivery 
kits for community midwives, and contraception. UNFPA is procuring additional IARH kits. 

Fuel is urgently needed to ensure continuation of critical emergency obstetric care and surgical intervention as well as 
urgent patient transportation to reach health facilities. There are also challenges securing fuel for transportation for 
integrated mobile teams to implement their services including the distribution of supplies.   

  NFI 
 
In Tartous, SARC (supported by UNHCR) distributed 269 NFI kits in four collective shelters in Al-Ramel Al-Junoubi. 
 
In Hama, SARC supported families who moved to 35 rented apartments with emergency NFIs. 
 
To date, NRC has provided 104 children with clothing kits in three collective centres – two in Hama (Saed Haddad and Deaf 
and Dumb centre) and one in Homs (Mahmoud Othman). 
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   Shelter 
In Aleppo, sub-national coordinators are coordinating with shelter partners to assign collective centres (identified by local 
authorities) for adaptation for displaced families. So far - GOPA, PUI, SIF, AAH and DRC have undertaken structural 
assessments and are at various stages of mobilising resources intended for adaptation works.  

Partners are waiting for comprehensive lists from local authorities on official designation of collective centres, so that 
structural integrity assessment of these centres can be done. 

Al-Amal Association in Hama rented 35 apartments for a period of one year aimed at hosting families from Arbaeen 
neighbourhood in Hama city. Rental agreements were signed in the presence of municipality and the families began moving 
into these apartments.  

 Protection 
It is estimated that 30 to 40 per cent of affected buildings in Aleppo will be considered informal settlements as people did 
not have all the required permission papers to build their houses. Many affected families raised concerns about whether 
they will be allowed to return to their homes after assessments and whether authorities will demolish all buildings and 
houses in the affected areas. 
 
The Housing, Land and Property Technical Working Group (HLP WG) will provide more analysis, especially on Due 
Diligence and the Do No Harm HLP approach. 
 
UNHCR and partners in Aleppo have provided over 67,500 protection services since the beginning of the earthquake 
emergency, including PSEA key messages and information on feedback and complaint mechanisms. 
 
Al Ihsan, in partnership with UNHCR, continues to support the earthquake-affected population in Aleppo (Jebel Saman, Al-
Mohafaza, Sha'aar, Qadi Askar and other neighbourhoods). Al Ihsan community centres have reached more than 2,800 
people through PSS first aid, Group counselling, case management and referrals. 
 
Al Birr Association in Hama conducted a needs assessment for the affected families within the Al-Arbaeen neighbourhood 
to identify the needs of the affected areas in the western countryside and determine the required services through case 
managers of the association and follow up on the situation of the children with disabilities affected by the earthquake. 
 
SARC assisted over 810 families in different locations of Lattakia City and rural areas. Meanwhile, UNHCR and partners 
continued assessing and identifying the legal needs in shelters and affected areas. 
 
The protection sector's rapid need assessment is still ongoing by the protection sector partners. 
 
The protection sector developed and shared guidance on how partners can mainstream protection during the distributions 
of humanitarian assistance in Syria, including during the earthquake emergency response. 
 
Child protection 
 
Child Care Society in Homs is providing awareness-raising sessions for 15 children about the impact of the earthquake in 
Hasya Community Centre and for 15 children in Deir Baalbeh neighbourhood through a mobile team. Additional awareness-
raising sessions about risks related to the earthquake, possible cases of exploitation and abuse and the psychological 
effects that may lead to violence within families and community members have been conducted for 87 women (16 in the 
Bab al-Sabaa neighbourhood, 21 in Bab Amr neighbourhood, 14 in Al-Bayada, 15 in Deir Baalbeh and 21 in Hasya). 
 
Al-Birr is supporting children with disabilities in the collective shelters to facilitate their registration in the integrated social 
protection programme in cooperation with UNICEF.  
 
UNICEF supported most affected governorates by providing the following:  

• Psychosocial First Aid and mental health PSS, awareness messages on the earthquake as well as family reunification 
for 14,877 children, parents and caregivers.  
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• Recreational activities for 2,025 children in Hama, Rural Hama (Salhab, Alfaraji and Al Azizeah) and in Deir-Ez-Zor, 
through child-friendly spaces and mobile teams.  

• PSEA messages in some shelters to 258 children and caregivers.  
• Training on PFA to 68 frontline workers in Lattakia.  
• Parenting sessions to 32 parents and caregivers in Hama to enable them to help their children cope with the situation.  
 
GBV Prevention and Response 

• Thirty-two Integrated Mobile Teams in Aleppo, Hama and Lattakia are on the frontline and assisting with response 
including provision of Psychological First Aid, PSS and supporting women and girls with life-saving essential SRH and 
GBV services.  

• UNFPA is supporting women and adolescent girls' needs in both Hama and Lattakia through six IMTs with four 
partners namely SARC, SFPA, MOSAIC and SSSD. All IMTs are providing essential services including maternal 
health, PFA, PSS, case management and distribution of sanitary napkins.  

• UNFPA distributed 294 winterized kits, 407 female dignity kits, and sanitary napkins in Aleppo and 400 dignity kits 
and sanitary napkins in Lattakia. Distribution of further supplies will take place in Hama tomorrow.  

• As the Syria GBV sub-sector lead, UNFPA continues to ensure close coordination with all response actors to mitigate 
protection risks for women and girls. GBV key messages and a PFA and referrals guidelines were disseminated 
among humanitarian actors to use in and out of collective shelters. A GBV risk mitigation observation tool is under 
finalization to use in collective shelters and at distribution points. 

 
 Early Recovery and Livelihoods (ERL) 

ERL sector partners are planning to conduct assessments of irrigation networks in rural Lattakia and rural Hama once the 
irrigation season starts. Assessments of the functionality of the markets in the affected areas and the availability of needed 
supplies (generators, batteries, emergency lamps) are also planned. 
 
OXFAM, COOPI, DRC, ZOA, and ADRA started securing funds to target households with multipurpose cash in the affected 
governorates.  
 
Supporting Basic Services in the Affected Areas 
• ADRA launched the maintenance processes of the water networks and several large water tanks in the affected areas 

in Aleppo. 
 
Gaps/ Challenges to the Response 
• Lack of yeast in many governorates, including Aleppo. 
• As rural livelihoods are affected in Lattakia, citrus fruit production in Latakia is in dire need of distribution support. 
• Limited financial capacities of the local NGOs and charities in the affected areas. 
• Lack of laboratory equipment and materials to analyze the quality of drinking water. This is critical to prevent Cholera 

spread. 
• Severe damage and contamination of the wells in rural Hama. 
• Lack of access to energy in collective shelters mainly lighting and fuel for heating. 
• Severe damage to water and sewage networks in collective shelters. 
• Lack of recovery machinery/excavators, and fuel for the humanitarian response. 
• Unavailability of needed supplies in the market like diapers for the elderly, milk for infants, blankets, mattresses, 

hygiene kits, and food. 
 

  Palestine Refugees 
UNRWA’s Engineering team in Lattakia and Tartous completed inspection of damages to buildings/infrastructure and the 
rehabilitation works are expected to begin soon. 

UNRWA is providing emergency NFI assistance to 286 Palestine refugee families displaced in Aleppo staying in either in 
collective shelters or hosting arrangements. 
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Students attending UNRWA schools in the north are receiving group counselling, with 725 participating (387F) in three 
schools (Aka, Al-Khayriyeh and Bisan) in the north, Lattakia and Hama. Recreational activities for 65 children (29F) were 
also provided in Hama. 
 
UNRWA is awaiting the findings of the assessment survey of affected buildings in Lattakia. The assessment is ongoing in 
Neirab, with around 200 additional houses were surveyed. The Syndicate of Engineers reported that previously inhabited 
houses in Ein el-Tal camp are safe. One hundred and two houses have been visited to date in Hama. 
 

 Syria Humanitarian Fund (SHF) 
SHF is utilizing US$5-6 million (out of $7.3 million funding balance) to the earthquake immediate response through cost 
extensions (top up) of the SHF ongoing funded projects and expects that the allocated amount for cost extensions will be 
fully exhausted in the upcoming days. In total, $1 million of cost extensions has been approved for four international 
nongovernmental organizations (INGOs) and one national NGO partner to provide Health, NFI and Protection humanitarian 
assistance to the most affected population, while additional 12 cost extension requests are in process worth $4.2 million. In 
parallel, a reserve allocation is in the making, considering expedited mechanism for fast disbursement of funding. Based 
on the current fund pledge balance, only $5 million can be allocated in the Reserve Allocation (subject to increase based 
on contributions pledged/received). 

For more information contact:  
Georgios Petropoulos, OCHA Syria Deputy Head of Office petropoulos@un.org | Olga Cherevko, Spokesperson, Head of Communication cherevko@un.org 
 


