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  Situation Update  

• The United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says the economic 

turmoil in Sri Lanka could escalate into a full-

blown humanitarian emergency. The United 

Nations has launched a US$47.2 million plan for the 

period June through September, to respond to the 

Government’s request for support.  

• The Government has announced a two-week 

shutdown of government services and schools 

in Colombo to reduce the number of people taking 

private and public transportation as fuel stocks are 

predicted to run out in five days.  

• The National Cabinet has established a Committee 

on Food Security to address the food crisis. The 

committee will be responsible for measures to 

mitigate the food security deterioration for up to 

five million people.  

• In health, currently close to 200 essential 

medicines are now out of stock, with a predicted 

shortage of another 163 critical over the next two 

to three months. Additionally, over 2,700 essential 

surgical and more than 250 regular laboratory 

items are also out of stock. Due to power cuts and 

the lack of fuel to operate generators, many 

hospitals have had to postpone non-urgent 

surgeries and procedures. 

• The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is visiting Sri 

Lanka to discuss debt relief and restructuring.  

 

 

WFP Response 

Building upon the UN’s Humanitarian Needs and 

Priorities, WFP has activated an emergency response 

to the food crisis, focusing on urgent programmes to 

save lives and mitigate growing food insecurity among 

3 million of the most vulnerable people of Sri Lanka 

from June through December 2022.  

WFP’s emergency food assistance prioritizes the 

households most impacted by rising food and fuel 

prices, including those with children under five, 

pregnant and lactating women, and persons with 

Muniwara Hameed’s family is just one of millions affected by the economic crisis in 

Sri Lanka. Aside from cutting back on meals, she has also started to use kerosene 

for cooking as an alternative to petrol. © WFP/Josh Estey 
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In Numbers 

5.7 million people in need of humanitarian 

assistance 

4.9 million people food insecure 

1.7 million people targeted in the Humanitarian 

Needs and Priorities Plan June-September 2022 

Source: Humanitarian Needs and Priorities Plan 

 

 

Highlights 

• WFP has distributed more than 1,000 vouchers to  

pregnant women and expects to reach all 2,200 by the end 

of June.  

• Fortified rice, cooking oil, and lentils have been 

purchased and are en-route to Sri Lanka. 

• The Government of Australia confirmed US$15.3 million 

contribution to WFP’s emergency response operations. 

WFP aims to reach estate 

and urban and rural 

poor communities 

across ten districts 

Beneficiary Plan 

https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-food-security-crisis-humanitarian-needs-and-priorities-2022-june-sept-2022-ensita
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-food-security-crisis-humanitarian-needs-and-priorities-2022-june-sept-2022-ensita
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disabilities with school meals, nutritional support, in-

kind food, and cash-based transfers.  

 

Food Assistance 

• WFP started the UN’s multi-sectoral emergency 

response in the country on 16 June through food 

voucher distributions. The first round of 

vouchers for 2,200 pregnant women in poor 

areas of the capital, Colombo, is expected to be 

finished by 25 June.  

• The vouchers, valued at approximately US$40 

(roughly half the cost of a nutritious diet for a 

family of four) can be redeemed at Cargills Food 

City, one of the country’s largest supermarket 

chain, until the end of June.  

• WFP will also extend cash-based assistance to 

enrolled or wait-listed households in the national 

social safety net programme with a focus on 

children under five, pregnant and lactating 

women, and persons with disabilities. 

 

 

School Meals 

• WFP’s emergency response will include support to 

1 million schoolchildren through the Government’s 

national school meals programme. 

• The first food commodities have been purchased 

and are expected to arrive by early August.  

 

 

Nutrition Programmes 

• WFP will support the resumption of Sri Lanka’s 

Thriposha nutrition programme that provides food 

fortified with vitamins and minerals to 

undernourished children under five and pregnant 

and lactating women.  
 

 

Assessments  

• Household interviews have been completed and 

results will be issued by the end of June. The joint 

Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission 

(CFSAM) conducted by FAO and WFP will begin its 

in-country mission on 28 June. Overall, the CFSAM 

aims to review the 2022 food crop production, 

assess overall food supply and demand, and 

further estimate the number of food-insecure 

people. A full report on the in-country mission is 

expected to be final by the end of August. 

• Follow-up food security assessments, through 

mobile vulnerability analysis and mapping (mVAM) 

exercises, are scheduled to begin in early July. High 

frequency data collection will be carried out 

through mobile phone call surveys. These 

assessments will collect households’ food security 

information to better understand the economic 

crisis’ impact on food security.  

 

 

Resourcing Update 

• WFP has so far received US$18 million from the 

governments of Australia, Japan, and New Zealand. 

This represents 30 percent of its emergency 

appeal for US$60 million.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WFP has launched a campaign to gather support 

from individual donors through its crowdfunding 

app #ShareTheMeal. WFP aims to raise funds 

equivalent to half a million shared meals and has 

currently achieved 10 percent (about 55,000 

meals) of its target as of 22 June.  

 

It only takes a few taps on your phone to start having an impact. 

Download ShareTheMeal app on App Store and Google Play. 

 

 

 

 

Funding requirement 
(Jul-Dec 2022) 

Contact Us: 

WFP Country Director:   

Abdur Rahim Siddiqui: abdurrahim.siddiqui@wfp.org 

Officer-in-Charge: 

Anthea Webb: anthea.webb@wfp.org 

 

Information Management Officer: 

Catherine Mones: catherine.mones@wfp.org 

US$ 60M* 
*represents emergency response requirement only, not inclusive of US$10 million 

required under the Country Strategic Plan at the beginning of 2022 

30% FUNDED 

https://sharethemeal.org/donate?campaign=srilanka1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sharethemeal/id977130010?aid=org.sharethemeal.app&cm=website&cn=permanent&cs=stmwebsite
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.sharethemeal.app&referrer=utm_source%3Dstmwebsite%26utm_medium%3Dwebsite%26utm_campaign%3Dpermanent
https://sharethemeal.org/donate?campaign=srilanka1

