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Drought Situation & EW Phase Classification 

Biophysical Indicators 

 Rainfall of low intensity was received in October in selected 
areas across the county. Nasukuta rainfall station recorded a 
distribution in time of seven days with the cumulative rainfall 
for the 6-month period being 71% of the normal for the same 
period. The spatial distribution was generally poor. 

 The condition of vegetation deteriorated as evidenced by the 
VCI-3month shift from 59.6 in September to 46.3 during the 
current month. 

 Forage condition is fair in the two livelihood zones. 

Socio Economic Indicators (Impact Indicators) 

 Livestock body condition is fair for all species and maize 
harvesting is over, no planting has taken place. 

 Milk production lies outside the normal range for the month 
and consumption levels are still low. There were no reported 
cases of livestock death attributed to drought but 40% of 
livestock migrated from Pokot central in October.  

 Terms of trade remained stable at 76, however, water 
accessibility (distance to source) in some areas was a 
challenge with the cost rising slightly.  

 Proportion of children ‘at risk’ of malnutrition increased and 
fell outside the normal range. However, the CSI for the month 
still lies within the normal range. 

 

Early Warning (EW) Phase Classification 
LIVELIHOOD ZONE EW PHASE TREND 

AGRO PASTORAL NORMAL WORSENING 

PASTORAL ALL SPECIES NORMAL WORSENING 

COUNTY NORMAL WORSENING 

 

Biophysical Indicators Value Normal range 

Rainfall (% of normal for 
Nasukuta Station) 

71 90-110 

SPI-3Month(TAMSAT) - -1.0 to 1.0 

VCI-3month      46.3 >35 

Forage Condition Fair Good 

 

Production Indicators Value Normal range 

Crop Condition (Maize) - Good 

Livestock Body Condition Normal Normal 

Milk Production 30.3 >36.5 litres 

Livestock  Migration Pattern Normal Normal 

Livestock deaths (from 
drought) 

No 
deaths 

No 
deaths 

   

Access Indicators Value Normal range 

Terms of Trade (ToT) 76 >74 

Milk Consumption 26.7 >37.7 litres 

Return distance to water 
sources (household) 

2.7km 0.0 -2.6km 

Cost of water at source (Ksh 
/20 litres) 

Kshs.5 0.0- 5.0 

   

Utilization Indicators Value Normal range 

Nutrition status, MUAC     
(% at risk of malnutrition) 

9.58 0.0- 8.90 

Coping Strategy Index (CSI) 1.38 <2.04 

Food Consumption Score - >35 

 
 

 
 
 

National Drought Management Authority 
WEST POKOT COUNTY 

DROUGHT EARLY WARNING BULLETIN FOR OCTOBER 2016 

 

Seasonal Calendar 

 Short rains harvests (fast 
maturing crops) 

 Short dry spell 
 Reduced milk yields 
 Increased HH Food Stocks 
 Land preparation 

 Planting/Weeding  
 Long rains 
 High Calving Rate 
 Milk Yields Increase 

 Long rains harvests 
 A long dry spell 
 Land preparation 
 Increased HH Food 

Stocks 
 

 Short rains 
 Planting/weeding 
 (Irish potatoes, Cabbages 

and Onions) 

    

Jan Feb Mar Apr July Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec  

 OCTOBER EW PHASE 
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1.0 CLIMATIC CONDITIONS 

1.1 RAINFALL PERFORMANCE 

 The county experienced a late onset during the third dekad with the temporal distribution in the 

lowland areas being between two to four days during the month under review. The distribution in 

time was generally poor across most areas in the Pastoral livelihood zone. 

 
Source: VAM-World Food Programme 

  

 From the figure shown above, selected areas mainly in the highlands continued receiving rainfall 

during the month under review. However, rainfall amount received in all the dekads was below 

normal when compared to the long term dekadal averages. Rainfall was generally fair in the first 

dekad but poor during the second and started improving during the third dekad of the month with 

the onset. 

 

1.2 AMOUNT OF RAINFALL AND SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION 

 The spatial distribution was poor with the lowlands receiving rainfall of low intensity in the first 

dekad and traced/zero amounts towards the second and third dekad across the Pastoral and Agro 

Pastoral livelihood zones. 

 The cumulative rainfall for the six month period (May 2016 to October 2016) as per data from 

Nasukuta rainfall station located in the lowlands amounts to 562.8mm and compares relatively 
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poorer in relation to the cumulative long term rainfall average for the period that amounts to 

790.5mm. 

 This translates to 71 percent of the average rainfall for the period and hence lies outside the normal 

range for the season. 

 The current cumulative rainfall falls short of the cumulative rainfall for the same period during the 

previous year by ten percent or an absolute deficit of 65.1mm. 

 

 
             Source: Meteorological Department-West Pokot County  

 
 

 Other than Kaibichbich rainfall station that recorded enhanced rainfall of 320.1 mm, other stations 

in the highlands recorded depressed rainfall of 165.5mm, 73.8mm for Kapsait and Tapach 

respectively. 

 The lowland areas recorded highly depressed rainfall with for instance Sebit and Kongelai reporting 

a paltry 33.2mm and 20.9mm in that order. 

 Areas around Kapenguria and its environs mainly in Pokot west sub county received low amounts 

with Kaibos and Kapenguria water yard recording 67.9mm and 101.9mm of rainfall respectively. 

(Source: Meteorological Department-West Pokot County)  
 

1.3 OTHER EVENTS  

 There was no any other notable event such as land/mud slides, lightning strikes, floods nor 

hailstorms that occurred during the month under review. 
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2.0 IMPACTS ON VEGETATION AND WATER 

2.1 VEGETATION CONDITION 

2.1.1 Vegetation Condition Index (VCI) 

 The matrix below shows how each month from Jan 2016 to October 2016 is classified in terms of 

agricultural drought based on VCI thresholds. It gives a retrospective analysis of the vegetation 

condition and related vegetation deficit category for the month under review. 

 The Vegetation Condition Index is based on the relative NDVI (Normalised Difference Vegetation 

Index) change with respect to minimum and maximum historical NDVI value. 

 

                 Source: Boku University  

 Vegetation Condition Index (VCI-3month) for the month under review is 46.3 which depicts normal 

vegetation greenness however with a deteriorating trend in comparison to the month of 

September (VCI-3month=59.6). This is attributed to the current dry spell being witnessed. 

 A negative trend was noted in Pokot north and central sub counties that were approaching the 

moderate vegetation deficit band during the month under review. 

 

2.1.2 Pasture 

 Pasture condition is fair to poor across the livelihood zones. When compared to a normal season, 

pasture condition is not normal. Pasture level dropped in comparison to the previous month. 

 The condition of pasture is generally fair in the  Agro Pastoral and Pastoral zones save for some 

areas in the Pastoral zone such as Masol, Orwa,Chesegon, Sarmach, Kapchok, Losam, Korpu 

Kiwawa, Kasei and some parts of Alale where its Poor. 
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 The available pasture is projected to last for 1-2 months in the Agro Pastoral livelihood zone and 

1-month in the Pastoral livelihood zone if no substantial rain is received in the month of November. 

 Conflict along the Pokot-Marakwet/Trans nzoia (Kanyarkwat) border was the major constraint to 

pasture access during the month under review. Disease incidents ranging from CBPP, CCPP and PPR 

have been a hindrance to pasture access in Chepareria and Kapchok wards. 

 Quality and quantity of pasture is fair in the Agro Pastoral zone that received good off season rains 

coupled with the small herd size reared unlike in the Pastoral zone where it’s fair to poor due to 

overgrazing (resulting from free range system) with a large herd size being reared and existence of 

a persistent long dry spell spanning two months. 

 

2.1.3 Browse 

 Browse condition is fair across all the livelihood zones but when compared to a normal season, the 

browse condition is not normal. 

 Available browse is expected to last for the next two months across all the livelihood zones 

however, with a deteriorating trend occasioned by the dry spell during the month under review.  

 Conflict along the Pokot-Marakwet/Trans nzoia border was the main constraint to browse access 

during the month under review especially for households resident in Chesegon and Kanyarkwat. 

 The is no significant variation in browse quality and quantity between the Pastoral and Agro 

Pastoral livelihood zones but continued expansion of land under agricultural production has led to 

partial depletion of palatable species in the Agro Pastoral livelihood zone. 

 

2.2 WATER RESOURCE 

2.2.1 Sources 

 

35%

25%

15%

5%

10%

10%

Main Water Sources 

B/Holes

Pans

Natural Rivers

Traditional Ponds

Springs

Shallow wells



Drought Bulletin_ October 2016_West Pokot County Page 6 
 

 The main water sources currently in use for household and livestock consumption by the 

communities interviewed include boreholes, pans and natural rivers at 35percent, 25percent and 

15percent respectively.   

 In comparison to the preceding month, the water situation (quantity and quality) changed slightly 

with the capacity of most pans in the Pastoral zone dropping to 25 percent and the seasonal rivers 

along the pastoral livelihood zone remained dry. The current sources in use are the normal sources 

during this time of the year. 

 The main water sources (permanent sources excluded) used by the communities are anticipated 

to last for 1-2months in the Pastoral livelihood zone and 3-months in the Agro Pastoral livelihood 

zone and this is not normal at this time of the year. 

 

2.2.2 Household Access and Utilization 

 The current household return distance to water source is 2.7 Km, this being an increase from the 

2.4 Km recorded during the previous month and is four percent above its short term average 

distance.  

 Household distance to water source was longest in the Pastoral livelihood zone at 2.8Km in 

comparison to the 2.5 Km recorded in the Agro Pastoral livelihood zone.  

 The current waiting time at the water source averages half an hour in the Agro Pastoral and 

Pastoral livelihood zones and this is slightly outside the normal range of a third of an hour. 

 
 

 Average household water consumption per person per day dropped slightly especially in the 

interior parts of the Pastoral zone recording the lowest at 5litres followed by the Agro pastoral 

zone at 10litres. 
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 Generally the cost of water at the source is free. However, in isolated areas mainly around the 

urban dwellings, cost of water is Kshs.5 per 20 litre jerry can with an exception of water vendors 

who are selling a 20 litre jerry can at ten shillings, and these charges are at par with the normal 

range. 

 

2.2.3 Livestock Access 

 The current livestock trekking distance from grazing areas to water sources is 4.6 Km. This being a 

slight increase from the 4.3 Km recorded during the previous month.  When compared to the 

normal trekking distance of 4.4 Km, current trekking distance falls outside the normal range. 

 The trekking distance from grazing areas to water source was 4.8 Km and 4.4 Km for the Pastoral 

and Agro Pastoral livelihood zones respectively. These distances are slightly longer from the normal 

ones at this time of the year.  

 
 

 Depletion of pasture in some areas within the Pastoral zone, conflict in some areas especially in 

Pokot central and drying up of seasonal rivers running across the Pastoral zone are some of the 

factors that contributed to the slight increase in livestock trekking distance to water source. 

 All species are watered 3-times in a week in the Agro Pastoral and Pastoral livelihood zones, this 

being a drop from the 5-7 days during the previous month.  

 The main water sources for livestock in the Pastoral and Agro Pastoral zones are projected to last 

for a period of 1-2 months as opposed to a period of 3-4 months normally. 
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3.0 PRODUCTION INDICATORS  

3.1 LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 

3.1.1 Livestock Body Condition  

 The body condition of cattle, goats, sheep and camels that are the main species reared in the 

county is good to fair across all livelihood zones. 

 Cattle in the Agro Pastoral livelihood zone exhibit moderate (neither fat nor thin) body condition 

with some in the Pastoral livelihood zone having the 12th & 13th ribs visible. Goats in the two zones 

have a smooth appearance with no borderline ribs visible whereas the camel in the Pastoral 

livelihood zone have some fat deposits in the hump.  

 Livestock body condition is likely to deteriorate due to the late onset of the short rains coupled 

with the fast dwindling pasture stocks across the county. 

 Compared to similar periods during previous years, the body condition of all species remains 

relatively normal except for cattle.  

 There is no significant variation in terms of livestock body condition across the two livelihood 

zones. 

  

3.1.2 Livestock Diseases 

 Incidents of CBPP, CCPP and PPR have been reported in pastoral zones of the county with mortality 

being less than one percent. For instance, in Pokot north 2 cattle, 14 cattle and 107 goats of the 

herd moving back from Uganda succumbed to FMD, CBPP and PPR respectively. 

 
3.1.3 Milk Production  
 

 The current average milk production per household is between 1-1.5 litres (Pastoral zone, 0.5-

1.0litre and Agro Pastoral zone, 1.0-1.5litres). Most of the milk produced in the county comes from 

cattle. 

 There was a decrease in milk production levels from those recorded in the preceding month. The 

slight increase in trekking distance in search of pasture with few animals remaining within the 

households contributed to the decreased levels. 

 The current production level is seventeen percent below that recorded for the same period over 

time thus falls outside the normal seasonal range significantly.
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 The Pastoral livelihood zone recorded the highest milk production levels followed by the Agro 

Pastoral livelihood zone. These variations are as a result of the superior herd size owned by 

pastoralists in the former zone compared to those in the later zone. 

 

3.2 RAIN-FED CROP PRODUCTION   

3.2.1 Stage and Condition of food Crops   

 Maize and beans are the main crops grown by farmers (approximately 50 percent of the 

population) during the long rains season. Farmers in both zones ( Agro Pastoral and some pockets 

of Pastoral zone) have harvested maize.  

 Current agricultural activities include horticultural production that is booming but most farms 

remain uncultivated as a result of the late onset and thus no maize planting has taken place. 

 No major disease or pests affecting horticultural crops such as onions, mangoes, pawpaws and 

water melons have been reported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

LTA ( 2011-2015) 34.3 30.4 29.2 29.3 33.8 37.1 36.5 36.1 36.2 36.5 44.1 47.6

Average 2015 35.3 33.2 29.5 34.6 39.2 41.8 37.6 35.1 33.5 29.0 40.4 44.1

Average 2016 36.7 29.4 26.6 27.1 38.8 36.6 41.9 45.2 35.3 30.3
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4.0 MARKET PERFORMANCE 

4.1 LIVESTOCK MARKETING  

4.1.1 Cattle prices  

 The average price of cattle during the month under review was Kshs.16300, this being a slight 

increase from the Kshs.15630 recorded during the previous month.  

 This increase in cattle price could be attributed to the high demand precipitated by the festive 

season and magnified by the fact that a number of animals (40%) have already migrated outside 

the county in search of pasture leading to a low supply being witnessed within the major markets. 

              
 

 Current cattle price is above the short term average price for the month by four percent. 

 The Agro Pastoral livelihood zone recorded the highest average cattle price at Kshs.16330 followed 

by the Pastoral livelihood zone at Kshs.16120. There were minimal variations in cattle prices across 

the livelihood zones. 

 

4.1.2 Goat Prices  

 Current price of goat averages Kshs.2540. When compared to the preceding month that recorded 

Kshs.2640, the price remained stable. 

 This stability in price is mainly attributed to the good body condition advanced by browse 

availability within the county. 

 However, goat price is projected to be on the decline as the body condition starts to deteriorate 

due to over utilization of the available browse. 

 Current goat price is above the short term average price for the month by four percent. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

STA Price (2013-15) 17330 16360 15640 15500 15350 14520 15090 14140 15540 15710 18340 20440

Average Price (2015) 18870 17200 15990 16820 17620 17720 15420 13630 12580 12340 15880 22730

Average Price (2016) 16680 15680 14520 15100 15750 15500 15720 15930 15630 16300
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 The goat traded at highest price in the Agro Pastoral livelihood zone at Kshs.2520 compared to the 

Kshs.2500 recorded in the Pastoral livelihood zone hence minimal variations across livelihoods.  

 
4.2 CROP PRICES  

4.2.1 Maize 

 Currently a kilogram of maize is retailing at Kshs.33 in comparison to Kshs.35 in September. 

 The market price of maize is three percent below the three year short term average. 

              

 The Pastoral livelihood zone recorded the highest price per kilogram of maize at Kshs.35 with the 

Agro Pastoral livelihood zone recording the least price of Kshs.30. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

STA Price (2013-15) 2670 2510 2390 2500 2400 2470 2390 2450 2400 2450 2570 2850

Average Price (2015) 2750 2650 2340 2640 2830 2970 2480 2420 2220 2240 2490 2400

Average Price (2016) 2570 2190 2170 2380 2540 2480 2520 2670 2640 2540
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

STA Price (2013-15) 29 31 32 31 34 39 38 41 40 34 29 29

Average Price (2015) 26 30 31 33 35 36 38 39 36 28 28 26

Average Price (2016) 32 32 33 34 35 41 43 37 35 33
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 There was no notable variation in maize price across the two livelihood zones as result of 

availability of sufficient stocks in markets along both zones as a result of harvest during the current 

and previous months.  

 Maize price is projected to remain stable over the next one month and then start increasing as the 

household stocks deplete leading to high market dependency. 

 

4.2.2 Beans  

 Average price per kilogram of beans in October was Kshs.81, this being an increase from that 

recorded in September. This increase is attributed to scarcity of this legume within the markets 

due to dwindling stocks internally leading to reliance on external sources for supplies. 

              

 The Agro Pastoral livelihood zone recorded the highest price per kilogram of beans at Kshs.83 with 

the Pastoral livelihood zone recording Kshs.80 per kilogram. 

 There was no significant variation in price across the two livelihood zones due to dependence on 

the same external sources for supplies.    

 The market price of beans was 5% above the three year short term average for the period and thus 

falls outside the normal range slightly. 

 

 
 
4.3 LIVESTOCK PRICE RATIO/ TERMS OF TRADE (TOT) 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

STA Price (2013-15) 80 79 81 88 95 98 93 78 75 77 74 78

Average Price (2015) 87 82 89 97 98 95 86 68 71 65 62 65

Average Price (2016) 72 78 79 82 83 84 75 62 65 81

60

70

80

90

100

110

120

P
ri

ce
 in

 K
Sh

/k
g

Average Beans Market Price Versus STA Price (2013 -2015) 



Drought Bulletin_ October 2016_West Pokot County Page 13 
 

 A goat  is currently  exchanging  for 76 kilograms  of maize, which is 3 percent above the short term 

average of 74 kilograms.Availability of maize at household level due to harvesting led to a drop in 

market price hence households were able to access easily at a cheaper cost. 

 Terms of trade were above average and favourable to pastoralists because of  stabilized goat price 

coupled with a further reduction in the price of maize per kilogram. 

 However, the terms of trade are likely to deteriorate in the next three months as goat price 

decreases with maize price expected to start increasing as household stocks run out. 

 
 

 The Agro Pastoral livelihood zone recorded the highest terms of trade of 84 kilograms of maize 

from the sale of a goat, while the least was recorded in the Pastoral zone at 71 kilograms of maize 

from the sale of a goat. 

 This variation in terms of trade is as a result of the goat fetching comparatively more in the Agro 

Pastoral livelihood zone coupled with the relatively low maize price in relation to the price in the 

Pastoral livelihood zone where it’s lower with maize price slightly higher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.0 FOOD CONSUMPTION AND NUTRITION STATUS  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

STA (2013-2015) 94 82 75 82 71 65 63 60 60 74 90 98

2015 ToT 104 88 75 80 81 84 65 62 62 80 89 92

2016 ToT 81 68 66 70 73 60 59 72 75 76
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5.1 MILK CONSUMPTION 
 The current milk consumption per household averages 0.5-1.0 litre with the total milk consumed 

averaging 26.7 litres per site mainly from the cattle species across all livelihood zones. 

 
 

 Milk consumption dropped slightly during the month under review and this could be attributed to 

decreased production arising from part of the herd migrating in search of pasture leaving few of 

the milking herd within the households. 

 In comparison to the same period over time, the quantity of milk consumed is 29 percent below 

the normal consumption levels for the month.

 Pastoral livelihood zone recorded the highest milk consumption levels followed by the Agro 

Pastoral livelihood zone. Milk in the Pastoral zone forms part of the daily meal unlike in the Agro 

Pastoral zone where part of it is sold thus the scenario. 

 

5.2 HEALTH AND NUTRITION STATUS  

5.2.1 Nutrition Status 

 Proportion  of  children  rated  being  ‘at  risk’  of  malnutrition rose to 9.56 percent from the 8.63 

percent recorded in September.  

 The current proportion of children  rated  being  ‘at  risk’  of  malnutrition  is  eight percent above 

the  long  term  average for the period in a normal year. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

LTA (2011-2015) 32.6 30.3 27.5 31.9 33.4 36.8 36.6 36.9 38.0 37.7 38.7 39.1

Average 2015 31.8 33.1 24.9 29.3 29.3 32.9 28.6 25.9 22.1 23.0 29.4 34.3

Average 2016 28.2 22.7 21.1 21.6 29 25.8 28.2 32.6 29.4 26.7
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      Sample size, n=336 

 Agro Pastoral zone posted the highest proportion of children ‘at risk’ of malnutrition at 13 percent 

followed by Pastoral zone at 6.9percent. 

 Outside normal range of children ‘at risk’ of malnutrition were attributed to  the deteriorating milk 

consumption trends coupled with lack of outreach sites in some sites within the county. 

 
5.2.2 Health 

 For the sampled children, the most commonly reported disease during the month was diarrhoea 

and fever with chills affecting Pastoral and Agro Pastoral livelihood zones. 

 However, there has been no major disease outbreak but disease surveillance efforts needs to be 

heightened in areas around Konyao and Sigor. 

 

5.3 COPING STRATEGY 

5.3.1 Coping Strategy Index (CSI)  

 The coping strategy index for the month of October was 1.38, thus deteriorated slightly in 

comparison to the one recorded during the previous month. 

 However, compared to the coping strategy index for the same period during the previous year, the 

current coping strategy index is lower by 21 percent. 

 The Pastoral livelihood zone recorded a worse off coping strategy index of 1.6 in comparison to the 

0.9 recorded at the Agro Pastoral livelihood zone.  

 Notable coping strategies employed by majority of the households in the month under review were 

reduced number of meals eaten per day and reduced portion size of meals. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

LTA (2011-2015) 9.40 9.60 10.80 8.10 8.60 8.50 8.70 8.90 8.40 8.90 9.70 8.20

Average (2015) 10.88 11.62 11.94 9.31 8.29 8.18 10.20 11.46 12.01 9.35 8.87 7.00

Average (2016) 7.89 9.77 10.24 9.29 7.62 8.02 9.70 8.57 8.63 9.58
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6.0 CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES (ACTION)  

6.1 NON-FOOD  

 The ministry of water with support from the county government was conducting water trucking to 

a number of centres in Kiwawa, Masol, Sekerr and Riwo wards targeting 12,600 beneficiaries at a 

cost of 0.72million. 

 The ministry of water with support from the county government provided fuel subsidy for 7 

motorized boreholes in Kiwawa, Kodich, Orwa, Nyangaita, Chepkopegh, Kacheliba and Konyao 

targeting 27,780 beneficiaries at a cost of 0.63million. 

 The ministry of water with support from the county government did conduct borehole 

rehabilitation and stock piling of fast moving spare parts in Kiwawa, Kodich, Orwa, Nyangaita, 

Chepkopegh, Kacheliba and Konyao targeting 44,320 beneficiaries at a cost of 0.684million. 

 

6.2 FOOD AID  

 No relief food distribution was conducted during the period under review. 

 

7.0 EMERGING ISSUES   

7.1 INSECURITY/CONFLICT/HUMAN DISPLACEMENT  

 Conflict was reported along the Pokot–Marakwet border in Chesegon area that led to closure of 

the market during the month under review. 

 Incidents of human-wildlife conflict have been reported along the turkwel belt where animals are 

moving into the park in search of pasture. 

 Resource based conflict was reported along the Pokot–Trans nzoia border in Kanyarkwat area that 

led to loss of lives during the month under review. 

 

7.2 MIGRATION  

 Out-migration was reported in Pokot central where 40% of the herd moved towards Nasolot 

national park and Marakwet border during the month under review. 

 

7.3 FOOD SECURITY PROGNOSIS   

 The per capita household food stock remains relatively stable with available food projected to last 

for 1-2 months in the Pastoral and Agro Pastoral livelihood zones respectively. 

  Food consumption score is therefore expected to be stable over the next one month with the 

situation likely to deteriorate across December if the short rains perform poorly. 
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 Continued deterioration of the rangeland conditions is likely to be witnessed due to the late onset 

of the short rains leading to poor livestock productivity and this is likely to translate into poor terms 

of trade informed by the fall in price of small stock across January coinciding with a rise in cereal 

price as the household stocks start dwindling.  

 Livestock body condition is expected to deteriorate due to increased trekking distance to water 

points resulting from inadequate recharge of open sources during the short rains period and in 

search of pasture across the Uganda and Turkana borders. 

 Contingency measures ought to be put in place to address any shortfalls that may arise especially 

in the Pastoral livelihood zone that has so far received depressed rains during the current short 

rains season. 

 

8.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  

 Conduct mass screening countywide to identify and address malnutrition cases especially in the 

hard to reach areas of Pokot north and central. Also, intensify hygiene and sanitation promotion 

through provision of aqua tabs etc - action, MoH and other nutrition actors. 

 Intensify livestock vaccination against FMD, PPR, CBPP and CCPP along major migratory routes to 

minimize spread of disease by animals that will be migrating in search of pasture.-action, veterinary 

department. 

  Provision of post-harvest management training to farmers to help minimize loss of yields achieved 

from the long rains season.-action, agriculture department. 

 Enhance rain water harvesting through provision of water storage tanks to essential critical 

facilities such as schools and hospitals- action, water department and other WASH actors. 

 Intensify peace building efforts along the Turkana, Marakwet and Trans nzoia borders to minimize 

the likelihood of resource based conflict during this period-action, ministry of interior and 

coordination and other peace actors. 

 


