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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: 27 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 5 571 new COVID-19 infections, 5 deaths on 26 January; hospital admission rate of COVID-19-infected 
has dropped though rate of infection has increased, patients needing ICU has declined by 4 times, those needing 
ventilators by 5 times  

• Government does not have enough stock of Vero Cell vaccine doses to give the second or booster dose to those who 
are eligible for the same 

• Pfizer-BioNTech have started clinical trial of vaccine specifically designed to target Omicron variant of COVID-19 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

The national active COVID-19 caseload of Nepal climbed to 90 067 on 26 January as 5 571 people tested positive for the 
infection in the past 24 hours. The latest reported number of infections carried the nationwide tally to 933 451, while the death 
toll reached 11 672 as 5 fatalities were recorded. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 89.1%, while the fatality rate 
stands at 1.4%.2  

Despite an increase in the rate of COVID-19 infection in the country, there has been a decline in the hospital admission rate of 
the infected as well as of the number of patients needing the ICU has dropped 4 times and those needing the ventilators has 
reduced by 5 times, according to the Ministry of Health and Population. But there is a chance that the hospital admission rate 
may increase with the increase in infection, which is why one must keep on following the public health protocols, Dr Krishna 
Prasad Paudel, Chief of the Epidemiology and Disease Control Division said.3 

The government has requested people to be safe from the COVID-19 infection and to protect others as well. The Ministry of 
Health and Population has said the infection has been increasing continually and has asked people not to create crowds in tea 
shops and chautaris. It has also urged people to follow public health protocols mandatorily.4 

A sample study conducted by the Nepal Public Health Laboratory has revealed that the Omicron variant of the COVID-19 
pandemic was found in 88% of the samples, whereas the rest were of the Delta variant.5 

The government has run out of its stock of Vero Cell vaccines, which could deprive many Nepalis who are waiting for their 
second dose and those above 60 years of age of the booster shot.  “We have 668 8117 doses of Vero Cell vaccine in stock 
throughout the country,” said an official at the Ministry of Health and Population. “But the number of people who have taken the 
first dose of the vaccine is far more than the doses we have in stock.” 6 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Ratopati 
4 Baahrakhari 
5 The Himalayan Times 
6 The Kathmandu Post 
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Pfizer Inc and BioNTech SE said on 25 January they started a clinical trial to test a new version of their vaccine specifically 

designed to target the COVID-19 Omicron variant, which has eluded some of the protection provided by the original 2-dose 

vaccine regimen.7 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Drugs importer and distributor Aayan Healthcare has started free distribution of Cetamol and masks at Bijulibazar in 
Kathmandu. A team that includes a doctor checks the health of people and gives them Cetamol as per their health condition.8  

INFECTIONS 

The COVID-19 infection has been confirmed in 485 healthcare workers in Lumbini Province in a period of 1 month. They have 
been infected at different times and are returning to work after recovering. The healthcare workers including doctors, staff 
deployed at health desk, nurses as well as others, say the crowd of people travelling across different border checkposts, 
people not following health protocols, patients visiting doctors without wearing masks are some of the reasons responsible for 
infecting them. Secretary of Health and Social Welfare Ministry of the Lumbini Province said the general public must also play 
a role to protect healthcare workers from infection.9 

 
7 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
8 Baahrakhari 
9 Kantipur 
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The Cabinet meeting has decided to reduce the sick leave of COVID-19 infected staff and authorities to 7 days from 14 days. 
In case of those who are hospitalized, they will get 3 more days leave after being discharged from the hospital.10 

Former Prime Minister Dr Babu Ram Bhattarai has tested positive for COVID-19 and is in home isolation.11 

COVID-19: PREVENTIVE MEASURES & SUSPENSION OF SERVICES 

The odd-even number plate system implemented in Kathmandu Valley to control the spread of COVID-19 pandemic is being 

criticized. The criticism has been made as it is said the system has aided crowding and increased the risk of infection.12 

Most offices providing public services in Kaski have reduced their services with the increase in the number of infected persons. 

The District Administration Office, District Land Revenue Office, District Land Survey Office, and District Transport 

Management Office have suspended their services.13  

Tanahun’s Byas Municipality was shut for 4 days after its mayor and deputy mayor tested positive for coronavirus. All services, 

except essential services, were closed for 4 days starting 25 January.14 

The Land Revenue Office Kaski has shut down all its services effective from 25 January after its staff tested positive  

for COVID-19.15  

The Pokhara Metropolitan City has suspended all its services except for emergency services till 30 January after its staff tested 

positive for COVID-19.16  

The COVID-19 tests will be made effective at two border checkposts — Chhinchu and Kuine of Surkhet that share the border 

 
10 Nayapatrika 
11 Onlinekhabar 
12 Onlinekhabar 
13 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
14 The Himalayan Times 
15 Annapurna Post 
16 Onlinekhabar 
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with India. Along with conducting tests at the checkposts, arrangements have been made to put those testing positive in 

isolation. A 15-bed hospital has also been set up near Chhinchu.17  

The government has implemented the rule that there won’t be a gathering of more than 25 people to curb the spread of 

COVID-19 pandemic. But on 25 January, the rule was flouted at the transportation office of Chabahil. Neither was the crowd 

controlled, nor vaccine card mandatory, nor the protocol of gathering not more than 25 people followed.18  

VACCINATION: DRIVE AND STATUS 

A total of 1.3 million doses of vaccine given by Italy and France via the COVAX facility arrived in Nepal on 26 January. France 

has given 685 400 doses, while Italy has given 663 600 doses of the vaccine.19 

Added to the 4.1 million vaccines sent by Germany, this brings the number of doses shared by European Union member states 

to 5.4 million, half of the donated vaccines received in Nepal through the COVAX facility. Among the total vaccines delivered 

on 26 January, the French government provided 685,400 doses of Vaxzevria (AstraZeneca), while Italy donated 663,600 

doses of Vaxzevria.20  

The vaccination drive against COVID-19, which was launched amid a spike in COVID-19 cases, has been hugely affected in 

Lumbini Province due to a shortage of syringes and vaccines. The vaccination drive has come to a complete halt in some 

districts, while it has failed to gain traction in others. According to the Provincial Health Directorate in Butwal, out of 12 districts 

of the province, Rupandehi, Palpa and Kapilvastu have reported a shortage of syringes and vaccines.21  

 
17 Nagarik 
18 Annapurna Post 
19 Onlinekhabar 
20 THT Online 
21 The Kathmandu Post 
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As many as 1.66 million of the 4 million doses of Moderna vaccine arrived in Nepal on 24 January. The remaining doses  

will be delivered shortly.22  

An oxygen plant has been set up at the Melamchi Municipal Hospital of Sindhupalchowk. It can fill 48 oxygen cylinders  

every day.23  

Nearly 80% work of the construction of 5 holding centers across the nation has been completed as of now, while 70% work has 

been completed in 2 holding centers. Meanwhile, the land needed for the construction of a holding center in Belahiya of 

Rupandehi has been made available.24 

The Private and Boarding Schools’ Organization-Nepal has demanded that the schools be allowed to reopen from 6 February 

depending on the circumstances then. It has asked for government approval to allow them to run physical classes for 

vaccinated students turn-by-turn.25  

The District Administration Office Jajarkot has distributed Rs 100 000 each as a relief to the families of people who have lost 

their lives to the COVID-19 infection.26  

Many differently-abled women and children are facing dual discrimination amidst the COVID-19 pandemic in Nepal — on one 

hand they are tortured by their families and society, and on the other hand they have not felt any kind of guardianship from the 

government. Different studies have also shown that differently-abled women are forced to face more challenges due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic as compared to the differently-abled men or women without any kind of disability.27  

 
22 The Himalayan Times 
23 Kantipur 
24 Baahrakhari 
25 Onlinekhabar 
26 Ratopati 
27 Kantipur 
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Swift Holiday, which has been running tourist buses from Pokhara to different parts of the country, has cut down buses on 2 of 

its routes after flow of passengers stopped. The number of passengers has reduced drastically due to the fear of COVID-19 

infection in recent days.28  

International News  

The emergence of the Omicron variant suggests that 2022 will be another challenging year for Asia’s tourism and travel 
industry, according to a latest Economist Intelligence Unit article. ‘Zero-COVID’-like policies look to set to remain in China, 
including Hong Kong and Macau, while international border and quarantine policies in Asia will generally be tighter than 
elsewhere in the world, even though countries such as Australia and New Zealand have begun to transition from the stringent 
approaches, they adopted in 2020-21.29  

London police said on 25 January they were investigating Downing Street lockdown parties in 2020 to determine if UK 
government officials violated coronavirus restrictions, putting further pressure on Prime Minister Boris Johnson.30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
28 Nagarik 
29 The Himalayan Times 
30 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
Gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 

 

Reference Code: 22JAN27MM_120  

 
   

           

mailto:Gurungt@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

