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Inter-Agency Coordinated Appeals: 
January - February Update

PEOPLE IN NEED

346.6 M

PEOPLE TARGETED

238.7 M

REQUIREMENTS (US$)

$ 54.4 B

APPEALS

45

Kahramanmaraş, Türkiye. Days after 
a devastating earthquake, people were 
looking for their belongings amid the 
rubble. UNOCHA/Matteo Minasi 

In December 2022, the 2023 GHO was launched in Geneva, Riyadh, and Addis Ababa. 
It was the largest-ever appeal for humanitarian relief, requiring $51.5 billion to assist 
230 million of the 339 million people in need of aid in 69 countries. As of 28 February, 
requirements had increased to $54.4 billion, a 30 per cent increase compared to the 
initial requirements for the 2022 GHO. The increase was largely due to the addition of 
Flash Appeals for the earthquakes in Türkiye and Syria and cholera in Malawi, as well as 
adjustments to initial requirements of some response plans. The number of people in 
need has also increased to almost 347 million people and humanitarian partners aim to 
assist nearly 239 million of them.  Currently, 14 inter-agency plans require more than $1 
billion each, including six that are close to $4 billion or more.

Reported GHO funding as of end of February 2023 totalled $2.4 billion. This 
is more than the amount of GHO funding reported at the end of February 2022.  
Details on funding by plan are available here. Total reported humanitarian funding 1 
for 2023 totalled $6.6 billion. 

The full GHO document, as well as abridged versions in Arabic, English, French 
and Spanish, can be downloaded on the new website Humanitarian Action. The 
complete interactive datasets covering the global trends and the inter-agency 
coordinated appeals are available for download on this site.

2022 GHO 

2022 ended with GHO requirements reaching $51.7 billion. The GHO aimed to reach 
216 million of the 324 million people in need in 2022.

As of end February 2023, recorded funding for the 2022 GHO reached $28.7 billion or 55.5 
per cent of needs. Despite this extraordinary outcome and generosity by donors for 2022, 
the gap between needs and requirements – $23 billion – remains to be of great concern.

Funding gap (2012 – 2022)

 
Total reported humanitarian funding for 2022 reached $38.7 billion - the highest ever - 
reflecting the exerted efforts by donors to respond to the Ukraine crisis and its global 
impact last year. 

http://fts.unocha.org
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/overview/2023
https://humanitarianaction.info/
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Earthquake appeals  
for Syria and Türkiye

1.  For more information about how the private sector can get involved, download the OCHA Business Brief: Earthquakes in Türkiye and Syria.

In the early hours of 6 February, multiple earthquakes-
-the strongest being of 7.7 magnitude on the Richter 
scale--struck southern Türkiye and northern Syria. The 
epicentre was identified in Gaziantep, near the Türkiye-
Syria border. Over 9,100 aftershocks have since been 
recorded, including a powerful shock of 6.4 magnitude on 
20 February.

As of the end of February, more than 44,300 people were 
killed in Türkiye due to the earthquakes, while over 528,000 
people from affected areas have evacuated and been 
relocated by the Government of Türkiye to safer areas. In 
addition, more than 164,300 buildings collapsed or were 
heavily damaged. At least 9.1 million people have been 
directly impacted by this disaster, including 1.9 million 
living in tents and temporary shelters.

In Syria, at least 6,000 people have reportedly been killed 
and 10,000 injured, including more than 4,500 deaths and 
8,500 injuries in north-west Syria. These numbers likely 
under-represent the true scale of needs, which will become 
clearer as further assessments are concluded. The 
humanitarian community estimates that 8.8 million people 
in Syria have been affected by the earthquakes. Several 
factors are influencing and exacerbating the severity 
of humanitarian needs, including pre-existing extensive 
humanitarian needs, logistical and access constraints to 
certain areas, winter conditions and an ongoing cholera 
outbreak. Prior to the earthquake, some 15.3 million 

people in Syria were assessed to require humanitarian 
assistance in 2023, an all-time high for the country 
entering its 12th year since the hostilities began.

To respond to the humanitarian emergency,  a Flash 
Appeal for Syria was launched on 14 February to support 
4.9 million people in need, requiring $397.6 million for 
a period of three months, The Syria Flash Appeal is 
in addition to the Syria Humanitarian Response Plan 
requiring $4.81 billion. A Flash Appeal for Türkiye 
was launched on 16 February for $1 billion to help 5.2 
million people in need. This appeal is in support of the 
Government-led response for a period of 3 months. 

As of the end of February, the Türkiye Flash Appeal 
received $74.3 million and the Syria Flash Appeal received 
$167.8 million. The most updated figures on funding 
for the appeals are available here for Syria and here for 
Türkiye. In addition to the Flash Appeal funding, more 
than 90 countries mobilised search and rescue teams, 
and Turkish, Syrian, and international businesses have 
contributed over $2 billion of cash and in-kind donations in 
support of the earthquake response.1 

The UN and partners are implementing a large-scale 
response, in both Türkiye – complementing the 
Government-led response – and in Syria, with food 
assistance, shelter, non-food items and other aid. Shelter, 
winterization assistance, and multipurpose cash is 
urgently needed. 

Lattakia, Syria. Um Mohammad is the only provider for three families. OCHA/Sevim Turkmani

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconnectingbusiness.org%2Focha-business-brief-earthquakes-turkiye-syria&data=05%7C01%7Cthompson8%40un.org%7Cdd35b984e6b147809a4008db1b254121%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638133619042022443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UeVH4TuDJ66PID4lhQ0TYLoqX8%2FTScpfdlCzoCsZC7U%3D&reserved=0
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1149/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1150/summary
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Ukraine: One-year on
The full-scale invasion of Ukraine by the Russian 
Federation is causing widespread death, destruction, 
displacement and suffering, leaving at least 17.6 million 
people – nearly half the population in the country - in need 
of humanitarian assistance in 2023. 

Systematic destruction of civilian infrastructure 
throughout the war has contributed to displacement and 
humanitarian needs. In October 2022, attacks targeting 
energy infrastructure intensified, often in and around 
urban areas, disrupting public services including water, 
electricity, health care, education and social protection.

The war has had a profoundly negative impact on access 
to livelihoods and disrupted market stability, particularly 
in southern and eastern oblasts, further aggravating 
humanitarian suffering. The majority of Ukrainians have 
reportedly reduced food consumption and spent savings, 
with factors such as the elimination of 30 per cent of 
Ukraine’s pre-war employment, skyrocketing inflation, and 
inadequate social assistance largely to blame. The war 
is increasing gender inequalities and threats of gender-
based violence.

Humanitarian needs are particularly acute among the 
long-term internally displaced; those with pre-existing 
vulnerabilities who have remained at home throughout the 
war, especially in the east; and those who have returned to 
areas still lacking in basic services and other support for 
reintegration, primarily in the north and south.

Given the dynamic and rapidly evolving nature of the 
war, partners have attempted to build a realistic degree 
of agility into their plans for 2023. However, new 
developments may result in significantly increased needs 

and displacement, or improved access to high-needs 
areas currently on the frontline, increasing the financial 
requirement to support an expanded response.

In 2022, around 15.8 million people received some form 
of humanitarian assistance under the 2022 Ukraine Flash 
Appeal -- the largest appeal in the history of emergency 
response in Ukraine. Donors displayed unprecedented 
support to the appeal with more than $3.4 billion 
reported against the $4.3 billion requirement (80 per cent 
coverage).

Launched on 15 February, the 2023 Humanitarian 
Response Plan for Ukraine requires $3.9 billion to support 
over 650 humanitarian organizations in delivering 
prioritized humanitarian activities, targeting 11.1 million 
people. As of end-February, $560 million (14 per cent) had 
been reported. 

In addition to the humanitarian situation inside Ukraine, 
as of January 2023, over 4.9 million Ukrainians have 
registered for temporary protection or similar national 
protection schemes across Europe. Under host-
government leadership, partners are supporting national 
responses. The first Regional Refugee Response Plan 
(RRP) for Ukraine was launched in early March 2022, 
revised in April and ‘recalibrated’ in October to capture 
winter-related needs and other emerging priorities. The 
2023 RRP will continue these efforts and requires $1.7 
billion to assist 4.2 million people.

A summary of the Ukraine HRP and RRP for neighbouring 
countries is available here.

Mala Rohan, Kharkivska oblast, Ukraine. Galyna, 91, received a 20 kg food package from NGO Proliska, with the support of the Ukraine 
Humanitarian Fund. The package has enough provisions for around one month. OCHA/Matteo Minasi 

https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-summary-humanitarian-response-plan-and-regional-refugee-response-plan-february-2023-enuk
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Events 
The third High-Level Conference on the Lake Chad Region 
was hosted by Niger and organised by Germany, Norway, 
and the United Nations (UNDP and OCHA) on January 
23rd and 24th in Niamey. The conference highlighted 
the importance of linking funding from various sources, 
such as international financial institutions, international 
partners, the private sector, non-traditional donors, and 
investors. Participants stressed the need for flexible, 
multiyear funding to ensure maximum effectiveness. 
Around $500 million in humanitarian, development, and 
stabilization financial pledges for 2023 and beyond were 
announced during the conference. To adequately address 
the region's most pressing humanitarian needs and assist 
eight million people targeted, response plans in the region 
require $2.8 billion. Last year, only 55 per cent of the 
necessary funds were received. More information about 
the event and the outcome document are available here. 

The High-level Solidarity Roundtable in Support of the 
Northern Central America Humanitarian Response Plans 
for El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras co-hosted by 
OCHA, the Norwegian Refugee Council, ECHO/EU and the 
Governments of the United States and Canada took place 
in Geneva on 15 February. Natural hazards, combined with 
social and economic inequality, violence, limited response 
capacity, and many other (external) factors have created 
humanitarian needs for nearly 10 million people in 2023. 
Partners aim to assist five million of the most vulnerable 
people.  The region’s three Humanitarian Response Plans 
require $504 million: $280 million for Honduras, $125 
million for Guatemala, and $98 million for El Salvador. In 
2021-2022, the HRPs for the three countries were only 
funded 32 per cent on average.  A recording of the event is 
available here. 

A joint launch of the Ukraine Humanitarian Response Plan 
(HRP) and the Regional Refugee Response Plan (RRP) 
also took place on 15 February in Geneva. Participants 
expressed political and financial support for the people of 
Ukraine. The requirements for the two plans total almost 
$6 billion to assist 15.3 million people in Ukraine and 
neighbouring refugee-hosting countries.  A recording of 
the event is available here. 

The High-Level Pledging Event for the Humanitarian 
Crisis in Yemen co-hosted by OCHA, Sweden, and 
Switzerland took place on 27 February in Geneva. 
Participants delivered clear messages of solidarity to 
the Yemeni people and called for action to find a political 
soliton to end the humanitarian crisis. Announcements of 
financial support for the humanitarian response totalled 
almost $1.2 billion. Solid data from assessments indicates 
that 21.6 million people in Yemen, nearly three quarters of 
the population, will require humanitarian and protection 
assistance in 2023. The Yemen Humanitarian Response 
Plan requires $4.3 billion to assist 17.3 million people of 
the most vulnerable people. Details about the event and 
pledges made are available here and a recording of the 
event is available here. 

https://www.unocha.org/lakechad2023
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1c/k1cus1kaq6
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1p/k1pb2zzb5u
https://unocha.org/yemen2023
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k18/k18swa8eiw
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Response plans in the GHO

*

* Funding reported to FTS as of 28 February 2023. Funding may have been received that is not yet reported.

Humanitarian Response Plans and Flash Appeals
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Doolow Referral Health Center, Doolow District, Gedo Region, Somalia. A mother sits in front of the health center with her child. The Center is 
the only one in Doolow District that provides free medical services to children with malnutrition. It has only six staff and 14 beds, but it admits 
patients from the entire district, including displaced people from other parts of Somalia and Ethiopia. OCHA/Yao Chen 

Regional plans

Other plans

Response plans in the GHO
Humanitarian Response Plans and Flash Appeals
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Pooled Funds 

Central Emergency Response Fund

In January and February, the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) allocated close to $151 million through its Rapid 
Response window. Of this amount, Rapid Response Allocations in January supported communities affected by conflict 
and drought in Ethiopia ($10 million), displacement-affected communities in the Democratic Republic of Congo -DRC- 
($10 million) and cholera-affected communities in the DRC ($750,000). In February, the CERF allocated over $26 million 
toward earthquake relief in Syria, Türkiye and Iran and $4.3 million to cholera response in Malawi.  

JANUARY 
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

$ 20.7 M

FEBRUARY 
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

$ 280.5 M

TOTAL 2023 
ALLOCATIONS  (US$)

$ 301.2 M

TOTAL 2023 
CONTRIBUTIONS (US$)

$ 388.9  M

January and February allocations
Allocations endorsed by the ERC
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UN emergency fund releases record $250 million to 
reach the world’s most vulnerable people and avert 
famine

With a record-high number of people needing humanitarian 
aid around the world, UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres announced on 18 February the largest allocation 
ever through the CERF to help the most vulnerable people 
in some of the most forgotten crises and stave off famine.  
The $250 million allocation from the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) will help people in 19 countries. 
This includes eight countries – Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, 
Haiti, Mali, Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen – 
that are home to more than 20 million people just one step 
away from famine under a $100 million rapid response 
allocation focused on the multi-sector needs stemming 
from food insecurity. In addition, $150 million will bolster 
the humanitarian response in underfunded crises – in 
Chad ($9 million), Colombia ($6.5 million, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo ($22 million), Eritrea ($5 million), 
Ethiopia (tbd), Honduras ($6.5 million), Kenya (tbd), 
Lebanon ($8 million), Madagascar ($8.5 million), Pakistan 
($6.5 million), Syria ($25 million) and Sudan ($18 million) 
– to combat food insecurity and address the impacts of 
climate change and protracted crises. 

CERF allocates $15 million toward earthquake 
response in Türkiye

In the early morning of 6 February 2023, a devastating 7.7 
magnitude earthquake struck Pazarcık, Kahramanmaraş, 
in Türkiye. The initial earthquake was followed by 3,170 
aftershocks and 6.8 magnitude earthquake in Hatay,in 
southern Türkiye This is the second largest earthquake 
in Türkiye in the last century, and the most significant 
to strike the country’s south-east region in hundreds of 
years, according to the International Federation of the Red 
Cross.  Over 50,000 people are estimated to have lost their 
lives in Türkiye and north-west Syria as of late February. 
Essential services—including schools, hospitals, have been 
damaged or destroyed by the earthquakes, with children 
and women particularly impacted. This allocation targets 
590,000 affected people. The CERF-funded response aims 
to meet the acute needs of the most vulnerable people 
affected by the earthquake and will be gender-sensitive, 
also considering other cross-cutting priorities including 
gender and age considerations, disability inclusion, 
protection mainstreaming, and accountability. 

CERF allocates $10 million toward earthquake 
response in the Syrian Arab Republic

Around 12.8 million people live in areas of north-west Syria 
that have been affected by the 6 January earthquakes.  
Prior to the earthquake, some 15.3 million people in Syria 
required humanitarian assistance in 2023, an all-time 
high for the country that is entering its 12th year since 
hostilities started. This allocation aims to provide a fast, 
life-saving response to the earthquake affected population 
in the Syria areas of operations , targeting 898,154 
affected people. The CERF-funded response aims to meet 
the acute needs of the most vulnerable people affected 
by the earthquake and is gender-sensitive, also taking into 
account other cross-cutting priorities including gender 
and age considerations, disability inclusion, protection 
mainstreaming, and accountability. Groups prioritized 
for assistance include existing and newly displaced 
people, in particular those living in poor or damaged 
shelter conditions, people who have lost their income or 
livelihood, female-headed households. In addition, CERF 
is fast-tracking the $25 million Underfunded Emergencies 
allocation for Syria due to the earthquake.

Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) Martin Griffiths 
allocated $1 million from CERF for an urgent response 
to the earthquake in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

A 5.9 magnitude earthquake hit the Khoy area of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran on 28 January and affected over 260,000 
people. Continued seismic events have created distress in 
the population, stretched the community and Government 
resources beyond limits.   This allocation aims to help 
strengthen a quality, targeted and inclusive UN multi-sectoral 
response. It will complement the national response, help the 
UN strengthen the relationship with the government, become 
the partner of choice for future humanitarian responses, and 
reiterate the importance of separating political discussions 
and considerations from development and humanitarian 
issues in Iran. 

CERF allocates $4.3 million toward cholera 
response in Malawi 

The ERC allocated $10 million from CERF for an urgent 
response to the cholera outbreak in Malawi. The country is 
experiencing a widespread cholera outbreak. The outbreak 
is the largest recorded in the country in 20 years and has 
affected all 29 districts of Malawi.  The outbreak in Malawi 
is occurring against a backdrop of a surge in cholera 
outbreaks globally, which has constrained the availability 
of vaccines, tests, and treatments. The Flash Appeal calls 
for $45.3 million for the next five months. 
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CERF allocates $10 million in support of 
displacement-affected communities in the DRC

Over 260,000 people were displaced in the territories of 
Nyiragongo, Rutshuru, Lubero and Masisi in recent weeks, 
following renewed fighting between government forces and 
the non-state armed group M23. Funding is urgently required 
to scale up the response to provide life-saving assistance 
to internally displaced persons and host communities. 
Overcrowding is a major concern in sites for internally 
displaced persons as a result of the scale and speed of this 
displacement crisis. The humanitarian country team recently 
launched a three-month emergency response plan.

CERF allocates $750,000 to Cholera outbreak in the 
DRC through the Anticipatory Action framework

Cholera is endemic in parts of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, leading to regular outbreaks of the disease and 
compounding already dire humanitarian conditions. As a 
result, OCHA, in collaboration with UN agencies, developed 
an anticipatory action framework, which triggers early on 
to reduce the impact of large cholera outbreaks based on 
pre-defined triggers. Since November 2022, the Nyiragongo 
health zone has registered a significant increase in 
suspected cases, with over 550 cases in week 50 alone and 
three confirmed deaths, thereby triggering the anticipatory 
action framework and associated activities. In response 
to the trigger, the main implementing partners of this pilot, 
UNICEF and WHO, together received $750,000 to provide 
health and WASH assistance to 150,000 people at risk of 
contracting cholera. This allocation complements the Rapid 
Response allocation by targeting health zones surrounding 
Nyiragongo to prevent further spread of the disease.

CERF allocates $10 million in support of conflict 
and drought-affected communities in Ethiopia

The ERC allocated $10 million from CERF for an urgent 
response in Ethiopia to the Drought and Access for the 
Northern Ethiopia Response. The periodic spillover of 
the conflict into the neighboring regions of Afar and 
Amhara has significantly increased humanitarian needs 
in the northern part of the country, moreover the region is 
entering into a fifth consecutive poor rainy season. The 
food security and malnutrition situation has worsened with 
over 13 million people in need of assistance in northern 
Ethiopia (Tigray, Amhara and Afar). Disease outbreaks are 
on the rise, including of malaria, measles, acute respiratory 
tract infections and other vaccine-preventable diseases 
while risk of other outbreaks is high. Over 2.8 million 
people have been displaced and are living in crowded 
settings with limited access to food, nutrition, health and 
water and sanitation infrastructure.  

2023 Contributions: 
As of 28 February, 40 donors (38 Member States, one 
International Organization and one private sector /civil 
society actor) have contributed $388.9 million to the CERF 
for 2023 ($271.4 million pledged and $117.5 million paid).
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Pooled Funds 

Country-Based Pooled Funds

In January and February, CBPFs launched $100.5 million allocations to humanitarian partners in 5 countries. Of this, 
$4.14 million has been disbursed and $46.6 million is under approval. 

CBPFs disbursed a total of $162 million, with 91 per cent of funding to NGOs including $57 million to local and national 
partners and $91.3 million to international NGOs. CBPFs disbursed $13.6 million to UN Agencies.

As of 28 February, 17 donors have contributed a total of $139.9 million to 17 CBPFs for 2023. This includes $73.8 million 
paid and an additional $66 million pledged. 

JANUARY 
DISBURSEMENTS (US$)

$ 76.2 M

FEBRUARY 
DISBURSEMENTS (US$)

$ 85.9 M

TOTAL 2023 
DISBURSEMENTS (US$)

$ 162.1 M

January and February disbursement

Disbursements per type of recipient organization
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Allocations per pooled fund

NEW JANUARY 
DISBURSEMENTS (US$)

$ 50 M

NEW FEBRUARY 
DISBURSEMENTS (US$)

$ 50.5 M

NEW IN 2023 
DISBURSEMENTS (US$)

$ 139.9 M

Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF): a $30 
million Reserve Allocation was launched to scale up the 
humanitarian response by local and national responders 
providing critical lifesaving assistance to earthquake-
affected people. This allocation is the first in a series of 
allocations in response to the earthquake.

Syria Humanitarian Fund (SHF): a $4.5 million Reserve 
Allocation was launched to fund a safety assessment 
of buildings damaged by the earthquake. The allocation 
also provides shelter and protection assistance, including 
housing, land and property rights and documentation to 
the most vulnerable.  
The SHF provided cost extensions in the aftermath of 
the earthquake to scale up the immediate humanitarian 
response in the most affected areas.

oPt Humanitarian Fund (OHF): a $15 million Standard 
Allocation was launched to respond to the humanitarian 
needs of most vulnerable Palestinians affected by 
the protracted occupation and increased movement 
restrictions in the blocked-off Gaza Strip and in the West 
Bank. The allocation will provide multipurpose cash, 
contribute to strengthened community resilience against 
natural and conflict-related shocks, and improved access 
to life-saving and basic services.

Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF): a $1 million Reserve 
Allocation was launched to enable humanitarian response 
in hard-to-reach drought-affected areas. This funding 
allocated to UNDSS supports the actual and projected 
increase in humanitarian operations and ensures the 
collection and sharing of accurate and practical security 
information.

Ukraine Humanitarian Fund (UHF): a $50 million 
Reserve Allocation was launched in January to support 
conflict-affected people in the eastern and southern 
oblasts where the greatest severity of needs is found. 
The allocation supports an inter-agency initiative linking 
demining, agricultural land rehabilitation and livelihood 
assistance; as well as tailored emergency shelter and 
water, sanitation and hygiene support in rural settlements 
of newly accessible areas and urban centers. Funding 
will provide specialized protection assistance to help 
vulnerable individuals including persons with disabilities, 
women, children, elderly, the displaced and those 
separated from their families; provision of comprehensive 
primary healthcare services including mental health and 
psychosocial support and pre-positioning of medicines; as 
well as complementary cash assistance.  
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“Humanitarian action cannot stand alone. We need all hands on deck. 

By working together, with the political will that is your currency to expend, we can 

stop conflicts, address the climate emergency, fight famines, and be ready for 

the next emergencies that inevitably lurk around the corner.”

Martin Griffiths
Under-Secretary-General and Emergency Relief Coordinator

Explore more:
humanitarianaction.info

https://humanitarianaction.info

