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Key Messages
Maize prices have registered a highly volatile trend in recent months and local maize prices are still much higher compared 
to prices on the international market.

Political situation is tense and violence is reported in rural areas, adversely affecting agricultural production and food 
security.

The number of people in need of food assistance is increasing; concerned agencies agree on high levels of hunger.

The government adopted trade measures and implemented input support policies to assist producers.

Background
The total population in 2008 was 12.46 million with an annual growth rate of 0%. About 40% of the population was recognized to be 
undernourished, while the proportion of HIV among adults was 19% in 2005.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 12462879

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 0%

GNI per capita, $ PPP n.a.

Population below 1$ PPP per day n.a.

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 63%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2005 (WB) 19%

Prices

Cereals: Maize retail prices in Harare have remained stable for 
several months thanks to the good 2009 cereal production. 
From November 2009 to January 2010 maize prices were at 
0.23 USD/Kg. However February prices rose at 0.34 USD/Kg 
in Harare. This increase is probably due to the expectations of 
a reduced maize crop this year following  the dry spell in late 
December which affected major planted areas in the eastern 
and southern regions. In March maize prices declined at 0.29 
USD/Kg. Compared to the international prices of US maize 
No2 Yellow, which were at 158.5 USD/T in March, prices in 
Harare markets were 83% higher (at 290 USD per Tonne).
Livestock: Cereal to livestock terms of trade are currently in 
favour of grain producers.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 40%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 56%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 4%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 46%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 43

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 81%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 19%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Political tensions between the President Mugabe’s political 
party (ZANU-PF) and Prime Minister Tsvangirai party (MDC-T) 
are re-emerging as the parties had reached a deadlock in power
-sharing talks. Of particular concern is the resurgence of 
political violence in rural areas controlled by President Robert 
Mugabe's ZANU PF party. Ongoing farm seizures disrupt 
agricultural production and lead to increased displacement of 
farm workers. The unstable political environment with high 
levels of unemployment forced people to flee the country, with 
more than 3 million people already  living in South Africa.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008

Total in the country 3816 4524 3998

Total outside the country 13997 48707 51639

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

No Floods - - -

No Earthquakes - - -

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the rainy season, normal vegetation conditions 
are observed for the major part of the country. The indicator of 
vegetation condition provided below is the relative difference 
between the NDVI for April 2010 and the average of the last 10 
years on the agricultural zones derived from the GLOBCOVER 
database.

Source: JRC MARS â€“ FoodSec

Food Security Situation

The Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZimVAC) estimated 
that 2.7 million people are in need of food aid in Jan/March 
2010. The next report is expected in June. In the short term, 
GIEWS reports exceptional shortfalls in production/supply and 
FEWSNET estimates moderate food insecurity. WFP and IFPRI 
agree on very high and alarming hunger in the long term.
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT

Exceptional shortfall 
in aggregate food 
production supplies

Widespread lack of 
access

Severe localized 
food insecurity

FAO/GIEWS
CPFS 2010

The 2009/2010 consumption year ends at the end of March, with 
generally food secure conditions in most of the country as a result 
of good staple cereals availability, stable prices, food assistance to 
about 3.5 ...more

FEWSNET

SCALE OF HUNGER
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Food Balance Sheet

The 2009/2010 crop production is expected to increase by 3% 
from last year’s 1.24 million tonnes to 1.52 million tonnes 
despite the dry spell in Dec which affected the southern and 
eastern provinces. The increase was largely due to resumption 
in rains in Feb/March and increases in maize planted area. 
Imports are estimated at 735,000 tonnes.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Govt further liberalized the grain market. It has contracted 
companies to supply fertilizers to help production in the 
expanded areas. The Govt is expected to continue importing 
fertilizers for the whole year making them available through the 
Grain Marketing Board. It also continued social protection 
programmes including the Basic Education Asssistance Module 
(BEAM) for children, safety nets for the elderly, chronically ill 
and other vulnerable groups.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Grain market liberalization.

Producer oriented measures Input support for crop production.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

ZIMBABWE: No hope yet for the homeless
ZIMBABWE: Life is just not getting any better
ZIMBABWE: Murambatsvina victims still homeless
ZIMBABWE: Pupils might get own textbooks
ZIMBABWE: New travel document gets you nowhere

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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