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UNHCR hosted a Global
Protection Cluster mission to
Zimbabwe from March 14 to
25. During the mission, the
Senior Roving Field Officer met
with various representatives
from several organizations.
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9,759 refugees

12,815 asylum-seekers

22,574 
Persons of Concern for
UNHCR as of 31 March

Zimbabwe
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Young refugees are leading
innovative initiatives in
Tongogara Refugee Camp. With
UNHCR and its partners'
support and funding from
several organizations, they have
started new projects. 

The hydroponics project is
selling vegetables in and
outside the Camp. UNHCR's
livelihoods partner helped them
to secure a reliable market for
lettuce at two supermarkets in
Chipinge.

Countries of origin

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Mozambique

Burundi

Rwanda Other nationalities

Nadine is one of the supervisors of the poultryNadine is one of the supervisors of the poultry
project at Tongogara Refugee Camp. Learn moreproject at Tongogara Refugee Camp. Learn more
on page 5. © UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalezon page 5. © UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez
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Operational highlights
Advancing gender equality in the context of climate change
UNHCR and its partners, together with various community-led structures, commemorated International
Women’s Day with celebrations in Tongogara Refugee Camp. Participants were entertained by multiple
community-led groups such as GBV focal points, EMAP adolescents, Persons with Disabilities, the elderly and
Burundian Drum Group, and Rwandan and Congolese Dance Group. Of note was the drama on Prevention of
Sexual Abuse and Exploitation presented by one of the partners. The drama cast raised awareness of the
prevalence of sexual exploitation by humanitarian workers.

Opening remarks on behalf of UNHCR were provided by Catherine Um, Associate Resettlement and
Complementary Pathways Officer, who emphasized the need to protect, promote and uplift the rights of
women and girls in refugee contexts. She urged all partners to safeguard actively and advocate for the
protection of women and girls. Advancing gender equality in the context of the climate crisis and disaster risk
reduction is one of the most significant global challenges of the 21st century. The issues of climate change
and sustainability have had and will continue to have severe and lasting impacts on our environment and
economic and social development. In this context, women and girls are the most vulnerable and dependent
on resources. 

Distribution of soap and sanitary pads. UNHCR, together with partners, distributed soap and sanitary pads to
12,019 persons of concern in Tongogara Refugee Camp. Each person received 2 kgs of soap. A total of
13,227 sanitary pads were distributed to 4,400 people. Both items were also distributed to persons of
concern at Waterfalls Transit Centre.

Distribution of soap and sanitary pads

International Women’s Day Commemorations -International Women’s Day Commemorations -
Burundian Drum Group. Photo: UNHCR/TinasheBurundian Drum Group. Photo: UNHCR/Tinashe
Chitate.Chitate.
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Global Protection Cluster mission in Zimbabwe
UNHCR hosted a Global Protection Cluster mission to Zimbabwe from March 14 to 25. During the mission,
the Senior Roving Field Officer met with various representatives from organizations, including the UN
Resident Coordinator, heads of some UN Agencies, the coordinators of the Child Protection sub-cluster and
the GBV sub-cluster. Among other CSOs, the officer also met with the Department of Civil Protection and
the Secretary for Provincial Affairs and Devolution in Harare Metropolitan Province. A field visit was
conducted in Budiriro, Harare, where several IDP families reside at the Budiriro Youth Training Hall. The
IDPs are seasonal due to homes built on wetlands being flooded during the rainy season. The Senior Roving
Field Officer will share his recommendations on the way forward for the Protection Cluster in Zimbabwe. 

A total of 410 persons of concern's households received sugar beans packages with 10kg bean seed, 15kg
top dressing and 30 kg basal fertilizer. Besides, training was conducted focusing on planting spacing and
fertilization. Planting is expected to start in April. 

Distribution of agricultural inputs

Farmers receiving their agricultural inputs for theFarmers receiving their agricultural inputs for the
bean cycle. Photo credit: World Vision/ Sheillabean cycle. Photo credit: World Vision/ Sheilla
MupenyuMupenyu

The vegetables (lettuce, Tsunga, okra, spinach) were harvested and used for selling and home consumption,
with an improvement in household food and nutrition security in Tongogara Refugee Camp. The producer
group is now selling vegetables in and outside the Camp. UNHCR's livelihoods partner helped them reach a
landslide milestone as they managed to secure a reliable market for lettuce at two supermarkets in Chipinge.
The plan is to dedicate two greenhouses to supply lettuce to both shops exclusively.

Tongogara's hydroponics production reaches supermarkets in Chipinge
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UNHCR participated in the Arrupe Jesuit University Model United Nations Conference (AJUMUN). It was the
third edition organized by AJU students, and this year the university responded to UNHCR’s call to Model UN
programs to discuss refugee issues. In 2022, AJUMUN discussed two topics: finding durable solutions for
refugees and climate change and displacement. UNHCR made presentations on protection topics. 

Model UN and the refugee cause in Zimbabwe

First TIH Concentration Bootcamp where scholarsFirst TIH Concentration Bootcamp where scholars
focused on testing their ideas. Photo: TIH/Anisefocused on testing their ideas. Photo: TIH/Anise

UNHCR successfully installed an electronic weather station in Tongogara Refugee Camp to improve early
warning systems. The weather station will help gather weather-related information for the Camp and the
surrounding areas, including barometric pressure, rainfall, humidity and temperatures. These weather
parameters will be used to schedule irrigation in the camp schemes.

Installation of an electronic weather station

Young refugees lead innovative projects in Tongogara Refugee Camp
Young refugees are leading innovative initiatives in Tongogara Refugee Camp. With UNHCR and its partners'
support and funding from several organizations, they have set up different initiatives. This month, UNHCR
conducted a field visit to the newly constructed Transformation Innovation Hub (TIH) building in Section 9 of
the Camp. Two young refugees run this project with Social Innovation Academy (SINA) funding. TIH focuses
on transforming and empowering refugee and local youth through social entrepreneurship. So far, two
training rooms (one built from upcycled bottles) and a kitchen and toilets have been completed in the
building, but they lack resources to ensure their training hub is fully operational. Another youth initiative in
the Camp, Refugee Child's Coalition for Climate Action (RCCA), received funding from Refugee Child's
Coalition for Climate Action to undertake outreach activities to sensitize children on climate change issues,
tree planting and clean-up campaigns.

Nutrition and growth assessments were conducted for children at the Early Childhood Development (ECD)
Centre in Tongogara Refugee Camp for early identification of malnutrition. In total 548 were assessed and 1
female child was found to have a low mid-upper arm circumference (MUAC) which may indicate malnutrition.
The case was referred to the Clinic for further intervention in consultation with the child’s family. 

Nearly 500 small children assessed for early identification of malnutrition
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Stories from the field: Livelihoods project feeds dreams
Nadine is married and arrived in Tongogara Refugee Camp in 2010, fleeing from the war in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Even when she smiles, her sad eyes say how much she and her family suffered before
coming to Zimbabwe.

Since 2017, she's been part of a group of refugees that came together to start a poultry project in Tongogara
Refugee Camp, supported by UNHCR and its livelihood partner. Nadine is one of the supervisors and hopes
that the extra money she earns will help her cover specific needs for her five children, such as shoes, school
bags and more nutritious food. "I want my life to change, a future for my children, a proper job for my
husband".

With other 16 refugees, she takes care of nearly 500 chicken layers. They use some of the eggs for self-
consumption, for the refugees working in the project, and some for selling in the community. Even though the
demand for eggs is very high, they can't expand the project due to a lack of resources. Nadine points out that
the major problem is that they "reinvest all the earnings in feeding the chickens." Sometimes, the project
members don't earn any money.

UNHCR's livelihood partner delivered feed for chickens in late 2021, which allowed the refugees to earn
more, but it isn't enough for the project to succeed in the long term.

The members of the project highlight that they could buy more chickens, another building, and more feed
with more resources. That would allow them to earn a living and be self-sufficient.
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Nadine (right) with other members of the poultryNadine (right) with other members of the poultry
project at Tongogara Refugee Camp.project at Tongogara Refugee Camp.
© UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez© UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez
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Funding situation as of 29 March

Financial requirements for 2022 are USD 10.4 million

Funded 10%

1 M

Unfunded 90%

9.4 M

For more information on UNHCR’s work in Zimbabwe, please visit Global Focus and UNHCR
Zimbabwe on Twitter, and/or contact Sonia Gonzalez, Associate External Relations Officer:
gonzalso@unhcr.org

UNHCR Zimbabwe is grateful for the critical and generous support provided by donors who have contributed
to UNHCR programmes with earmarked, softly earmarked and unearmarked funding.

 
United States of America   l Japan l UN Programme on HIV/AIDS l Norway l Sweden l Netherlands l

Denmark l Germany l Switzerland l  Belgium l Ireland
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And to private donors
Profuturo l Private donors Spain

 
 

We thank the contributions of our donors
Updated to 29 March, 2022

Zimbabwe Operational Update / March 2022

https://reporting.unhcr.org/zimbabwe
https://twitter.com/UNHCRZimbabwe

