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April 2018                    Situation Update  

As of 9 April 2018, the Libyan Coast Guard (LCG) has disembarked 4,034 
refugees and migrants at sea. UNHCR and its partner International Medical Corps 
provided primary healthcare, hygiene kits and identified persons in need of 
international protection both at the disembarkation point and at the detention centre 
where they were subsequently transferred by the authorities. In line with recent 
movements, boats have been departing from areas west of Tripoli near Zwara and 
areas east of Tripoli near Garabulli. Three quarters of all disembarkations have 
been made at the Tripoli Naval Base/Abu Sitta. 

In 2018 so far, the top nationalities of those migrants and refugees 
rescued/intercepted at sea by the LCG include individuals from Nigeria (17%), Mali 
(10%), Eritrea (10%), Ivory Coast (7%), while 10 percent remain unknown. Available 
data show that adult males represent some 65 percent of the total 
rescued/intercepted population, while women and children accounted for 15 
percent and 9 percent respectively. UNHCR noted an increase of women and 
children compared to data collected in 2017.  

To date in 2018, 21 bodies have been recovered from the sea while 119 persons 
are declared as missing. 

UNHCR Response 

UNHCR’s primary objective when intervening at disembarkation points in 
Libya is to save lives, as well as ensure the early identification and immediate 
protection of UNHCR persons of concern, mainly refugees and asylum-
seekers. As part of the responses to mixed migration movements by sea, 
appropriate disembarkation and reception arrangements are needed to make sure 
that the immediate basic needs of people involved in such movements can be met 
and tailored according to their specific needs.  

UNHCR undertakes protection monitoring in 13 disembarkation points and 
provisionally provides assistance in six (Azzawya, Tripoli (3), Tajoura (Al 
Hamidiyah and Alkhums), while IOM covers the others, although in practice both 
IOM and UNHCR ensure that assistance is provided at all points. UNHCR also 
contributed to the improvement of reception conditions at six of the disembarkation 
points, namely through the construction of water and sanitation facilities, health 
posts and shaded areas to protect refugees and migrants from the elements, 
including rain and high temperatures. 

  

Key figures: 

4,034 refugees and 

migrants 
rescued/intercepted at 
sea by the (LCG) so far in 
20181 

15,358 refugees and 

migrants 
rescued/intercepted at 
sea by the Libyan Coast 
Guard (LCG) in 2017 

2,351 rescue kits 

distributed1 

277 emergency medical 

consultations2 
 

1 Data as of 9 April 2018 

 


