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UN agencies in Kenya 
have developed a Hu-
manitarian and Disaster 
Management Strategy 
which was rolled-out at 
a one day workshop on 
June 19th. 

Kenya has an unusual 
humanitarian profile 
where high levels of 
vulnerability to recurrent 
natural disasters, con-
flict and insecurity co-
exist with robust eco-
nomic growth and 
strong national institu-
tions.  

This Humanitarian and 
Disaster Management 
strategy encourages 
UN agencies to work 
together to support the 

management of disas-
ters from prevention 
and preparedness  
stages through re-
sponse and recovery.  

The key intervention 
areas for operationalis-
ing the strategy are:  

Coordination 

Delivery of Services 

Policy Dialogue & Stra-
tegic Planning 

Information Manage-
ment & Advocacy 

Capacity Building 

Resource Mobilisation 

Humanitarian action, 
based on joint and multi
-dimensional program-
ming across traditional 
disaster phases will 
have a greater impact 
on building resilience 
and providing sustain-
able solutions to disas-
ter risks. In this way, the 
UN will improve its sup-
port to government’s 
own efforts to address 
gaps –across sectors 
and along the develop-
ment spectrum- in the 
spirit of ―Delivering as 
One‖. 
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1This report is prepared based on information received from UN agencies in Kenya, International NGOs, the 

Kenya Red Cross Society and other humanitarian agencies in the country.  

Four Priority targets for action: 

 Internally Displaced Per-
sons (IDPs) 

 Pastoralists 

 Refugees 

 Critically poor in urban 
areas 

An estimated 28,000 people 
along the coastal strip of Mom-
basa, Kilifi, Malindi, Kipini, 
Mpeketoni and Witu were af-
fected by heavy rains, high winds 
and flooding in June . 7 people 
died due to the floods – 3 in Kilifi 
and 4 in Mombasa.  

Latrines collapsed or were de-
stroyed increasing the risk of 
cholera, dysentery, typhoid and 
other waterborne diseases. 
Cases of diarrhoea and vomiting 
have been reported due to con-
taminated water. Although the 

rains have subsided in most 
parts, flood waters have not 
completely receded and dam-
aged infrastructure needs repair. 

The Kenya Red Cross Society’s 
prompt response catered for im-
mediate needs for the affected 
households. The GoK provided 
food assistance as well but  less 
immediate recovery needs have 
not been addressed. 

On June 9, five hours of heavy 
rain in Nairobi caused the col-
lapse of a residential wall of a 
slum dwelling. Thirteen people 
died in the incident, including 3 
children . Five people were res-
cued from the rubble with serious 
injuries.   

A collapsed bridge in Kilifi earlier 
this year   



 

 

Food & Livelihood Security 

Despite the late arrival of the long 
rains, short-term food security indi-
cators are improving in many ar-
eas. In eastern pastoral areas, the 
exceptionally wet conditions in late 
2006 and early 2007 have off-set 
the poor performance of the 2007 
long rains but this situation is not 
likely to sustain the pastoralists in 
the forthcoming dry season. Food 
security indicators in the highly 
vulnerable pastoral and marginal 
agricultural lowlands are expected 
to remain largely stable in the 
short term. Drought and flood 
prone areas will require judicious 
monitoring, because areas report-
ing improvements in food security 
could easily mask pockets of con-
cern. The implementation of re-
covery interventions remains cen-

tral to arresting chronic food inse-
curity. Programmes to rebuild live-
lihoods and mitigate the increasing 
conflicts affecting pastoral districts 
need to be strengthened and im-
plemented fast for recovery to oc-
cur.  

Food security indicators in the 

highly vulnerable pastoral and 

marginal agricultural lowlands are 

expected to remain largely stable 

in the short term, a consequence 

of exceptionally good short rains 

and in spite of an erratic 2007 long 

rains season. Drought and flood 

prone areas will require judicious 

monitoring, because areas report-

ing significant improvements food 

security could easily mask  out 

areas where food security may 

begin to deteriorate in the next 

three months due to a combina-

tion of poor long rains, floods, con-

flict between pastoral groups and 

an upsurge in water and vector 

borne diseases.  

ported in 9 districts including 41 
cases for Wajir and 12 from Meru 
North. 6 cases of Meningococcal 
Meningitis were reported in Homa-
bay, Bungoma and Turkana dis-
tricts (3, 2 and 1 respectively).   

Animal diseases affect livelihoods 

Turkana district is currently faced 
with an outbreak of Peste des Pe-
tits Ruminants (PPR) or goat 
plague/small remnant disease 
which is seriously affecting pas-
toral communities due to high 
death mortality rates already re-
corded. According to research 
done, the disease causes mortality 
rates of 50% - 100%, with morbid-
ity rates recorded at about 80%-
90%. Other neighbouring districts 
have also been affected recently 
due to several factors mainly mi-
gration of pastoralists in search of 
pasture and water, trading, raids 
etc. In addition to the PPR, a dis-

Poor sanitation aids Cholera 
spread 

During the month of June, Cholera 
cases continued to be reported in 
6 districts: Busia, Siaya, Kisumu, 
Nyando, Wajir and Garissa District 
(especially within the Dadaab refu-
gee camps). Poor hygiene and 
sanitation practices have been 
cited as causal factors in the up-
surge where some cases are 
thought to go unrecorded because 
of poor access to health services.  

Based on reports from the field 
and the epidemic curve, there are 
clear indications that the situation 
is under control in the refugee 
camps. The combined efforts of 
the UN, Ministry of health and the 
NGOs are making a significant 
contribution towards the water, 
sanitation, shelter and health care 
needs of the refugees. 62 sus-
pected cases of measles were re-

ease of small ruminants CCPP 
(Contagious, Caprine Pleuro 
Pneumonia) has affected many 
goats in the area as well. The 
combined effects both diseases 
are disastrous if not dealt with ur-
gently. FAO and its partners are 
currently undertaking a rapid epi-
demiological survey in some dis-
tricts to determine the spread of 
the disease.  

In Mandera, Garissa and Moyale 
districts, the strange camel dis-
ease continues to affect pastoral-
ists. Livestock disease specialists 
have collected samples which 
have been sent to both local and 
international laboratories for test-
ing. It is feared that if the disease 
is viral, the process of identifica-
tion my take longer resulting in 
many deaths of camels and hav-
ing a huge impact on pastoral live-
stock. 

Diseases & Epidemics 
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to use the equipment. As part 
of an ongoing effort to 
strengthen the Integrated Dis-
ease Surveillance and Re-
sponse and the Early Warn-
ing and Response (EWARN) 
systems at the national level 
and in these districts, WHO 
also purchased and delivered 
laboratory equipments for the 
National Public Health labora-
tories.  WHO also purchased  
communication equipment to 
facilitate public health promo-
tion, communication and edu-
cation activities in the country.  

UNICEF conducted further as-
sessments to Molo and Mt. 
Elgon districts. The agency is 
working in conjunction with 
the children department to 
respond to emerging protec-
tion issues. They are also in-
tervening in other sectors 
such as water and sanitation, 
education and health. 

Civil Society Organizations and 
NGO’s conducted peace 
trainings and negotiations at 
the District level in conflict 
affected areas in North East-
ern Kenya. 

Water quality monitoring has 
been carried out in 3 Dadaab-
camps by CARE, UNHCR 

Kenya-Somalia border 

 Humanitarian Activities in June 
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Rapid Response 

The Kenya Red Cross Society 
(KRCS) has spearheaded 
the emergency relief effort, 
distributing food, medical 
supplies and other non-food 
items to most of the families 
affected by violence, raids 
and flooding.  

Non-food items were pre-
positioned to assist flood 
victims and the KRCS also 
distributed blankets, kitchen 
sets, mosquito nets, bars of 
soap, jerry cans, tarpaulins 
and aqua tabs worth 
approx. Ksh 8 million, as 
well as food donated by the 
government of Kenya.  

Other Humanitarian Activities 

Responding to the poor sanita-
tion that is aiding disease 
spread, WHO has donated 
one complete set of Water 
Quality Testing Equipment 
and accessories to the Min-
istry of Health. The equip-
ment will be used for water 
quality testing and diagnosis 
and for the prevention of 
water borne diseases. Dis-
trict Health Management 
Teams in the North-eastern 
province have been trained 

A humanitarian aid convoy was stopped at the Elwak and Mandera border points on the Kenyan side 
as of June 14th. At month’s end, there were still about 140 trucks stuck at El Wak border point in Man-
dera Districts with aid agencies incurring high transport costs for demurrage and damages in the in-
terim. The Government of Kenya maintains its position on facilitation of humanitarian supplies to Soma-
lia but has emphasized that for security reasons, cross border transport is limited to only the two previ-
ously agreed upon entry/exit points of Mandera and Liboi. Recent insecurity in the area and the killing 
of 2 policemen near the border have reinforced government’s determination to not use alternative bor-
der crossings such as El Wak. Aid agencies have been requested to reconfigure the routing of their hu-
manitarian supplies routing to only pass the gazzetted entry points of Liboi and Mandera.  

     other humanitarian partners. 
Hygiene promotion and a 
health education campaign 
has been carried out to moni-
tor household water hygiene. 
A total of 1,442 homes were 
visited on routine outreach hy-
giene campaigns in the 3 
Dadaab camps. The Health 
Promotion Team worked jointly 
with GTZ and NCCK in dis-
semination of health informa-
tion on cholera.  

The OCHA Regional Office is sup-
porting the development of a 
3W map for Kenya. This map 
is under-pinned by a contact 
database that is also being 
refined. All humanitarian part-
ners are encouraged to pro-
vide details of their activities to 
OCHA Kenya for inclusion in 
the database . 

The humanitarian response con-
tinues in Mt Elgon although 
MSF Belgium briefly sus-
pended their operations follow-
ing threats to one of their staff. 
The Kenya Red Cross Society 
(KRCS) is appealing for in-
creased supplies of food  and 
NFIs.  The Canadian Christian 
World Relief Organization has 
teamed up with KRCS to as-
sist with food distributions.  



 

 

Insecurity 
Despite the Government’s recent crackdown on violence and insecurity, the month of June saw a 
marked escalation of violence in many parts of the country. From late May, there has been alarm 
raised at the gruesome murders and beheadings of policemen and Matatu bus operators alleg-
edly carried out by the outlawed Mungiki gang. Following the killing of 6 policemen and more than 
a dozen private citizens, security forces raided slum areas around Nairobi in a bid to flush out the 
Mungiki members. More than 40 people were killed in this raid and numerous others arrested 
even as human rights organizations deplored the use of excessive force and possible violations 
on the part of the police.  

Calm prevailed for a few weeks until June 22 when gangsters suspected to be Mungiki went on 

rampage in Nairobi fatally shooting 13 people. These events followed the sentencing of alleged 

Mungiki leader Mr. Maina Njega for five years for possession of illegal arms. Five of the victims 

were killed in a grenade attack in Kariobangi South estate while three motorists were shot dead in 

Umoja estate along Kagundo road. Three more persons were beheaded in Banana Hills, Kiambu 

district and the police response left eight persons fatally shot in Nairobi. Although the Government 

has stepped up its security operations, most Kenyans fear renewed attacks from the outlawed 

sect. According to media reports, more than 112 people including 11 policemen and 2 assistant 

chiefs have lost their lives since Mungiki violence began 3 months ago. 

The Mungiki group became prominent in the nineties at the dawn of multi-partyism in Kenya 
where ethnic clashes dominated relations between the Kalenjin and Kikuyu ethnic groups. Since 
then, the Mungiki have often served as a violent wing to further individualpolitical ambitions.  

Since the 2002 elections and the subsequent outlawing of Mungiki in 2003, the gang has contin-
ued to operate protection rackets in certain communities, confounding police efforts to curb them. 
The recent wave of violence triggered  crackdowns from security and judicial officials. However, 
recent arrests of several dozen suspected Mungiki were ineffective as the courts were forced to 
release alleged gang leaders due to lack of evidence. Nevertheless, the government continues in 
its efforts to bring to justice the perpetrators of the violence with condemnation coming from the 
Head of State and from the Minister of Internal Security.  

Armed police have been assigned to the main bus terminals in an effort to protect citizens. It is 
however feared that despite Government’s measures to counter the sect, more and more youths 
continue to be recruited through oathing ceremonies reminiscent of the Mau Mau era in Kenya. 

Mt. Elgon 

There are renewed tensions 

between rival clans in Mt. El-

gon following the recent high 

profile killing of a former chief 

from the Ndorobo community 

and the brother of area Mem-

ber of Parliament, Mr. John 

Serut. 

 District authorities have re-

quested civilians who fled to 

the upper reaches of the 

mountain earlier in the year to 

return and vacate the off-limits 

forest areas but there are fears 

among the population that an 

operation to forcibly evict them 

is being planned. The recent 

announcement of a security 

crackdown on the Saboat Land 

Defence Force (SLDF) is add-

ing to concerns for the more 

than 6,000 displaced persons 

living in the upper reaches of 

the mountain, the area where 

the SLDF are believed to be 

hiding. A forced return from 

these areas could prompt an 

intensification of the conse-

quences that led to the crisis 

earlier in the year. The SLDF 

were the main perpetrators of 

the wave of killings that led 

affected more than 66,000 per-

sons in the District. The Gov-

ernment has sent in two high 

powered teams to broker 

peace in the area.  

Since the re-opening of 

schools in May, more than 

10,000 pupils have note re-

ported for classes. In addition 

about 178 teachers were re-

cently transferred from the af-

fected area, leaving critical re-

source gaps in the remaining 

schools.  

While the humanitarian re-

sponse continues in the dis-

trict, an inter-agency mission is 

being planned for mid-July to 

assess the needs of the com-

munities in the upper reaches 

of Mt. Elgon. 



 

 

The UPDF has confirmed the 

killing of 8 persons in this raid 

which they say is linked the 

disarmament exercise ongoing in 

Karamoja.  

Kenya takes part in Horn of Africa Initiative on tackling chronic food insecurity 

Cross-border attack in West Pokot 
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Cattle Raids 

Violent incidents were also re-

ported in Trans Mara where 

more than 40 houses were 

burnt in a land related dispute 

between the Uasin Gishu and 

Moitanic clan leaving several 

people displaced. 34 houses of 

Motanic clan houses were burnt 

forcing them to retaliate by 

burning 10 houses of the Uasin 

Gishu clan.  

In Samburu, Pokot, Marsabit, 

Turkana and West Pokot dis-

tricts sporadic cattle raids have 

been reported. A cattle raid in 

Sogor division of West Pokot on 

June 23rd. One person was 

killed and more than 500 live-

stock were stolen. This incident 

may have been linked to a 

cross-border attack later in the 

month. 

West Pokot 

 Scores of people were injured 
and up to 64 are feared killed 
along the Kenya-Uganda border 
after Uganda Peoples Defense 
Force (UPDF) soldiers fired rock-
ets at armed Pokot herders in 
Kenya. On July 3rd, residents 
were fleeing the border to Alale 
Division in Pokot District, 32km 
from Nasal area, the centre of the 
violence. A security team from 
Alale, led by the Senior District 
Officer, Mr George Mulwa, held 
talks with top Ugandan military 
officials at Amudat over the Tues-
day incident. Mulwa confirmed 
that Ugandan forces had dropped 
bombs inside Kenya seemingly in 
retaliation over heavy  UPDF 
losses sustained when the Pokot 
raiders ambushed their soldiers 
earlier in the week. Over 500 
cows and 40 donkeys belonging 
to the Pokots were rounded up 
and taken to nearby army bar-
racks on the Ugandan side by 
UPDF soldiers.  

Rift Valley Provincial Commis- 
sioner, Mr Hassan Noor Has-
san, however, downplayed the 
recent killings of the Pokot 
herdsmen in Kenya by Uganda 
military claiming that these 
were Ugandan Pokots who 
were pursued by the UPDF into 
Kenya.  It is possible that the 
UPDF intervention interrupted a 
retaliatory attack by Kenyan 
Pokots inside Uganda following 
a deadly cross-border cattle 
raid that occured in mid-June 
by Pokots from Uganda.  

The Kenyan national authorities 

have not made any official 

statement about the attacks. 

Kenya led six African governments and the United Nations in estab-
lishing a road map to tackle the root causes of rising chronic food inse-
curity across the drought-plagued Horn of Africa.  The road map was 
the result of months of planning capped by two days of talks in Nairobi 
between government representatives of Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Somalia and Uganda, regional bodies, donors, international 
financial institutions, research organizations, the private sector, non-
governmental organisations and the United Nations.  

Some 170 projects drawn from the six coun-
tries were identified as best practices and 
these include growing trees, rehabilitating 
land, veterinary services for drought-stricken 
pastoralists; agricultural advisory services for 
farmers; bee-keeping; dairy development; fish-
eries; micro-enterprises; eco-tourism; digging 
water wells and irrigation systems, and the 
establishment of vegetable gardens. 

Priorities for partnerships for food security in the Horn of Africa:                                                                                                             

* Broad alliances to support millions of pastoralists and agro-
pastoralists                                                                                              
*  The environmental challenge; combating land degradation and   
desertification                                                                                          
*  The role of women as a primary force for rural transformation;                                                                                         
*  Livelihoods diversification and income-generating activities for the 
food insecure;                                                                                          
*  Risk management and crisis response;                                               

*  Institutional strengthening and community-focused capacity building  

UN Officials at the two-day meeting 



 

 

Block Q, United Nations 
Office in Nairobi, Gigiri, 
P.O.Box 30218-00100 

Nairobi, Kenya.   

Tel: (254-20) 7625522     
or   (254-20) 7625155  

Fax: (254-20) 7624661  

Email: Jeanine Cooper at 

cooper1@un.org               

or Mercy Manyala at 
manyalam@un.org        

for more information.  

OCHA Kenya Office 

 

 
The Humanitarian Support 

Unit to the UN Resident 
Coordinator operates with 

the contribution of  

Preparedness and Recovery Planning 

  

The implementation of recovery and livelihood-building interventions remains central to arresting rising 
chronic food insecurity, especially in the pastoral and marginal agricultural areas, including places that 
have experienced successive good seasons in the recent past. Adequate interventions to rebuild liveli-
hoods and mitigate the increasing conflicts affecting pastoral districts need to be strengthened and im-
plemented fast for recovery to occur. Without recovery interventions, the pastoral and marginal agricul-
tural livelihoods will remain highly vulnerable to shocks such as the current conflict in pastoral areas, 
flooding around Lake Victoria and along the coast and drought conditions in the southeast and outside 
the coastal strip. 

With the escalation of violence and insecurity in the country and with reports of looming drought in a few 
months’ time, the need for multi-sectoral and inter-agency preparedness planning is being underscored. 
Humanitarian action is in a rare period of calm following the repeated crises of the past 18 months; the 
moment is opportune to begin preparing for possible climatic events during the forthcoming short rains. 
The Kenya Food Security Steering Group has begun planning its semi-annual long rains assessment 
due to begin in August. The results from this assessment should under-pin a multi-sectoral prepared-
ness plan.  

July Calendar of Activities 

 July 4-7: Activities for International Women’s Summit; visits of high 

level UN officials including the UN Deputy Secretary General 

 July 9-11: African Union Pastoralist Gathering in Isiolo District 

 July 9-12: Training workshop on Human Rights Based Approaches/

Results Based Management 

 July 15-17: Inter-agency mission to Millenium Development Village, 

Dertu in Garissa District; mission led by Prof. Jeffrey Sachs  

 July 17-19: Inter-agency assessment mission to Mt. Elgon 

 July 20: Desktop simulation for Pandemic Influenza 

Flooded streets in Eastleigh,  Nairobi 
Source: IRIN 

The heavy rains and cyclone-style 

winds that pounded the Kenyan 

coast also damaged buildings and 

disrupted road traffic in Nairobi dur-

ing several days in May. In other 

parts of Kenya such as Turkana Dis-

trict, damaged bridges and roads 

have not yet been repaired. 
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