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HIGHLIGHTS: 

 In November, updated IPC Analysis for Zimbabwe was released which indicates 
that 3.38 million people living in rural areas will be food insecure (IPC 3 and 4) at 
the peak of this year’s lean season (January-March 2021). Access the full report 
here.  

 Between 28 November and 02 December, WFP Zimbabwe hosted Princess Sarah 
Zeid of Jordan, WFP Special Advisor on Mother and Child Health and Nutrition 
who visited WFP’s Urban Social Assistance, Food Assistance for Assets and Ma-
ternity Waiting Homes programmes.  

 Between 26-27 November, WFP conducted a training for trainers under the Small 
Grains Project, funded by the South-South Cooperation Opportunity Fund.  

Spotlight: WFP hosts Princess 
Sarah Zeid of Jordan, WFP Special  
Advisor on Mother and Child 
Health and Nutrition 
__________________________________________ 
In November, WFP Zimbabwe hosted a five-day 
mission for Princess Sarah Zeid of Jordan, WFP’s 
Special Advisor on Mother and Child Health and 
Nutrition. During her stay, the Princess visited a 
WFP Urban Social Assistance programme site in 
Sakubva, a community nutrition garden in 
Majerejere, and a Maternity Waiting Home 
(MWH) in Mount Darwin where WFP has been 
providing highly nutritious food assistance to 
expectant mothers since 2016.  

To date, 1,338 expectant mothers have received 
nutritional support from WFP while accessing 
emergency obstetric and newborn care services 
at the home. The programme, which is imple-
mented in partnership with UNICEF and funded 
by the Government of Japan, UNCERF and the 
Health Development Fund, seeks to increase the 
number of women receiving pre- and post-natal 
care in rural areas. Furthermore, the initiative 
seeks to ensure that women consume nutritious 
diets during pregnancy to reduce rates of mater-
nal and neo-natal mortality.  

WFP currently provides nutritional support to 
expectant mothers in 40 MWHs across Zimba-
bwe. Since the start of the programme, the num-
ber of pregnant women receiving care at these 
facilities has increased by 38%.  

In addition to the support provided at MWHs, 
WFP in collaboration with UNICEF, supports the 

provision of malnutrition screening at food distri-
bution points across the country. To date, more 
than 11,300 severely malnourished children have 
received lifesaving treatment as a direct result of 
this intervention.  

Reflecting on the programme, Princess Sarah  
said, “As a mother, I realise the challenges moth-
ers face and how giving your child the best start 
in life through adequate nutrition and diet is 
paramount.”  

During her visit to Zimbabwe, Princess Sarah 
sought to raise awareness of issues fundamental 
to improving the nutrition of both women and 
children, while advocating for enhanced collabo-
ration—including research and analysis—to iden-
tify and implement effective solutions.  

WFP Zimbabwe is currently facing a pipeline 
break for its Stunting Prevention programme, 
which has been operational across the country 
since 2014. Due to the reprioritisation of funds 
necessitated by COVID-19, Stunting Prevention 
activities have been suspended since June.  

According to the 2020 rural ZimVAC, the percent-
age of children consuming a minimum acceptable 
diet has reached a record low of 2.1%, which is a 
notable decline from 6.9% in 2019. Furthermore, 
a total of 1,452 pellagra cases were recorded 
between January and August, which is close to 
double the 840 cases reported during the same 
period last year.  

Princess Sarah hopes to continue working with 
WFP to advocate for and explore different mod-
els of financing the nutrition agenda in Zimba-
bwe. In the context of COVID-19, investment in 
nutrition is critical.  

PEOPLE ASSISTED IN NOVEMBER:  

Lean Season Assistance -  1,061,237 

Urban Resilience -  249,415 

Health and Nutrition -  2,865 

Support to Refugees -  13,768 

FFA - 108,675 

 

CSP 5-Year Requirement:  USD 646.7 million 

CSP 2020 Requirement: USD 299.3 million 

http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Zimbabwe_Acute_Food_Insecurity_2020Oct2021Mar_Report.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Zimbabwe_Acute_Food_Insecurity_2020Oct2021Mar_Report.pdf
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Activity Updates 

Strategic Outcome SO1: Ensure Food Security 

• Under WFP’s Lean Season Assistance (LSA) programme, 1,061,237 
people of the 1,064,538 target have received assistance under the 
November distribution cycle, representing an achievement rate of 
99.69%.  

•  Under WFP’s Urban Social Assistance programme, 249,415 people 
of the 326,004 target have received assistance under the November 
disbursement cycle, representing an achievement rate of 76.51%. 
Cash-based transfers continue to be delivered via e-voucher and re-
mittance modalities.  

•  In November, WFP provided food assistance to 13,768 refugees at 
Tongogara Refugee Camp.  

•New IPC Analysis released in November indicates that 3.38 million 
people in rural areas will be food insecure at peak of this year’s lean 
season (January-March 2021), of which 768,595 and 2.61 million peo-
ple will experience ‘emergency’ (IPC phase 4) and ‘crisis’ (IPC phase 3) 
levels of food insecurity, respectively. With the revised figures, WFP 
plans to target 4,050,000 people from Jan-April 2021, 3.5 million peo-
ple in rural areas and 550,000 people in urban areas. 

SO2: Health & Nutrition 

• Between 28 November and 02 December, WFP hosted Princess Sa-
rah Zeid of Jordan, who is WFP Special Advisor on Mother and Child 
Health and Nutrition. The mission’s primary objective was to raise 
awareness and engage senior Government officials on issues funda-
mental to improving maternal and child nutrition.  

• WFP supported the Government of Zimbabwe in finalising its adoles-
cent nutrition strategy and school nutrition guidelines.  

SO3: Support to Smallholders  

• Between 26-27 November, WFP conducted a training for trainers 
workshop for smallholder farmers, ward-based district agricultural 
extension officers, agro-traders and district council representatives on 
new market information systems under the Small Grains Project, fund-
ed by the South-South Cooperation Opportunity Fund.  

SO4: Resilience to Seasonal Shocks 

• A total of 5,984 smallholder farmers have been registered for micro-
insurance coverage during the 2020-21 season, of which 63% are 
women.  

• Stakeholder consultation with key government departments, multi-
lateral organisations and private sector entities were held to develop 
a think piece on Disaster Risk Financing (DRF) and Shock Responsive 
Social Protection (SRSP).  

• In November, 1,520.3 MT of food was distributed to 108,675 people 
across 15 districts under WFP’s Food Assistance for Assets (FFA) pro-
gramme.  

SO5: Social Protection (SP) 
 

• WFP continued to support the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development as they finalise Zimbabwe’s National Budget for 2021.  

SO6: Supply Chain Support 
 

•WFP continues to provide technical support to UNDP GF in the con-
struction of a medical warehouse in Mutare. Construction will start in 
early 2021.  

 

In Focus: WFP partners with 

South-South Cooperation for 

Small Grains trainings 

Since the onset of COVID-19 in March 2020, Zimba-
bweans have been constrained by a national lock-
down and movement restrictions. As a result, most 
smallholder farmers have had limited access to physi-
cal markets and faced challenges in marketing their 
produce, resulting in increased post-harvest losses. 
To enhance smallholder market access, WFP sourced 
USD 50,000 from the COVID-19 South-South Cooper-
ation Opportunity Fund, managed by WFP’s Humani-
tarian and Development Programme Division.  

As such, WFP has partnered with the Government of 
Zimbabwe (Agritex), Knowledge Transfer Africa (KTA) 
and the Chinese Agricultural Technology Demonstra-
tion Centre (CATDC) to pilot the use of a market in-
formation system , eMkambo, which is an ecom-
merce physical and web-based mobile platform that 
generates and processes information along agricul-
tural value chains, linking smallholder farmers to 
markets.  

Partners selected Mount Darwin as the pilot district 
for implementation and a Training of Trainers was 
conducted on 26-27 November at the CATDC in 
Gwebi. A total of 31 participants, consisting of 15 
ward-based district agricultural extension workers, 
10 smallholder farmers, 4 agro-traders and 2 district 
council representatives received training on the ben-
efits of e-commerce for smallholder marketing in 
China and on the use of the eMkambo online applica-
tion in the context of Zimbabwe. The training was 
jointly conducted by staff from the Ministry of Agri-
culture and KTA, whom designed the platform, as 
well as a professor from China Agricultural University 
and the Director of Smart Ecommerce Research Cen-
tre. The training will be cascaded down to 500 farm-
ers in Mount Darwin between December 2020 and 
January 2021.  



WFP Operations 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

6 Months CSP 

Net Funding  

Requirements 

(Dec. 2020 - May 2021) 

People Assisted  

(November 2020) Female Male 

CSP  TOTAL 

(April 2017-Dec 2021) 
468,404,321 208,022,276 1,435,960 748,074 687,886 

Lean Season Assistance     1,061,237 551,843 509,394 

Urban Resilience Programme   249,415 129,696 119,719 

Support to Refugees     13,768 7,159 6,609 

Health and Nutrition     2,865* 2,865 0 

Food Assistance for Assets   108,675 56,511 52,164 
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Thank You To Our Donors For Their Continued Support 

Contacts 
 

Althea Pickering  

Head of Donor Relations and Reports  

althea.pickering@wfp.org  
 

 
Learn more  

Download: 

WFP Zimbabwe Country Strategic Plan  

WFP Zimbabwe CSP Brochure   
 

www.wfp.org/countries/Zimbabwe 

*This figure is inclusive of Maternity Waiting Home (MWH) activities only. Stunting prevention activities are suspended.  

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from WFP Zimbabwe!  

Thank you for your continued support during this difficult year. We wish you all the best in 2021!  

https://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/communications/wfp291304.pdf?_ga=2.32412606.1618097499.1502086264-136047578.1499249529
https://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/communications/wfp291156.pdf?_ga=2.79374932.152334298.1588858327-370282675.1566290553
https://www.wfp.org/countries/zimbabwe

