
BACK PAGE  World Mine Action News  
(The following articles were extracted from various 
News Agencies and organizations). 
 
New Zealand takes lead against cluster munitions  
 
Source: New Zealand Government, Media statement, 
22 February 2007  
  
New Zealand will be at the forefront of international 
discussions on dealing with the humanitarian impacts 
of cluster munitions* at a conference in Norway start-
ing today, says Disarmament and Arms Control Min-
ister Phil Goff. "From 22-23 February, Norway will 
host the Oslo Conference on Cluster Munitions, an 
international meeting to kick-start action on cluster 
munitions.  
 
"New Zealand’s leadership in this area has been rec-
ognized with the invitation to co-chair the first two 
sessions, on the challenges posed by cluster muni-
tions and the complexities of addressing cluster mu-
nitions.  
 
"The Oslo meeting will seek agreement on a plan of 
action towards controlling cluster munitions. We will 
work with other like minded countries to build support 
for this initiative, after the UN Review Conference 
failed to agree last year on a mandate to launch ne-
gotiations to restrict the use of such munitions.  
 
"Cluster munitions are not a new problem. Many 
countries, including Viet Nam, Cambodia, and Laos 
in our region, suffer from contamination of unex-
ploded cluster munitions in civilian areas.  
 
"Last years conflict in Lebanon left an unprecedented 
legacy of over 900,000 cluster munitions and 
400,000 mines which continue to cause the maiming 
and deaths of innocent civilians. More needs to be 
done to counter this humanitarian tragedy and pre-
vent this from happening again.  
 
"New Zealand has a proud record for the work it has 
done internationally in this area. A fortnight ago I had 
the privilege of fare welling the first of two, ten person 
explosive ordnance disposal teams to UN operations 
in Southern Lebanon. The team will work in one of 
the most heavily contaminated areas to locate and 
destroy cluster munitions, mines and unexploded 
shells." This represents an important contribution to-
wards helping people and communities rebuild their 
lives", Mr. Goff said.  
 
*A cluster munitions is a canister containing several 
sub-munitions or bomb lets, which are dispersed over 
a wide area to destroy moving or unseen targets. 
While designed to explode on impact, many of the 
bomb lets fail and become a serious humanitarian 
hazard for people returning to those areas post-
conflict.  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER                                      

Updat es  
Operations 
 
The MACC Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Team 
deployed to Tserona and destroyed 5 unexploded 
ordnance items and 4 AT mines reported by the 
MACC Regional Office in the area. The team con-
ducted UXO assessment and identified two UXO’s  in 
Gergera and Hadish Adi Villages. The EOD Team 
Leader and Technician reviewed the second part of 
the theoretical aspect of explosive ordnance disposal 
techniques in the field.  
 
The Integrated Demining Capacity (IDC) Teams fo-
cused on the clearance of the minefield in Egri Mekel 
in Tsorena area in the Sector Center. The Route 
Clearance Team (RCT)  deployed to Shiraro in Sector 
West, within the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) and 
conducted road clearance operations. The teams 
cleared 71.8 kms of road and an area of 126,807 
square meters during this deployment. 
 
The Medical Training Assistant conducted a refresher 
course on basic life support to 3 national paramedics  
and a medical briefing to 2 MECHEM Medics. The 
Medic will prepare refresher First Aid training for Sec-
tor West staff to take place  in the near future. 
 
On 8 February 2007, the Regional Liaison Officer 
(RLO)  reported that a civilian bus carrying more than 
40 passengers  hit an anti-tank mine near Geza Irab, 
Sector West. This incident caused the death of one 
civilian, severe injury to eight persons and minor in-
jury to other seven passengers. A MACC investiga-
tion team conducted an investigation into the mine 
incident and  reported it to MACC HQ in Asmara.  
 
The MACC Quality Assurance (QA) personnel de-
ployed to the minefields of Egri Mekel, Sector Center 
and carried out an inspection of the MECHEM IDC op-
erating in the area. The QA will conduct inspections 
of MRE activities, scheduled to take place in the near 
future. 
 
The MACC Regional Liaison Officer for Sector Center 
operating south of the TSZ, carried out discussions 
with the local authorities and the UNMEE personnel 
deployed in the area. These discussions focused on 
future mine action activities proposed to take place in 
the area.  
 
The Kenyan Demining company deployed to Tserona 
and Shilalo in order to conduct minefield  clearance.  
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In Sector Center, the MACC operational field 
staff compiled a Preliminary Investigation Re-
port (PIR) of an UXO incident that occurred 
on 25 January 2007 near Egri-Mekel. The team 
also reported the location of one TM 57 Anti 
Tank mine in Misrar village and 2 PMN Anti 
Personnel mine in the Tsorena town. 
 
Mine Risk Education 
 
The MRE Coordinator of the Force Mine Ac-
tion Center (FMAC) in Asmara, conducted 
MRE briefings to one newly recruited UNMEE 
staff member into the mission area.  
 
In January 2007, the Force Mine Action 
Center (FMAC) of the UNMEE MACC also 
conducted MRE Briefings to 785 civilian, 
military personnel of the UNMEE and other 
Non-Governmental and Governmental Organi-
zations .  

Turning ‘Mines to Vines’ in Afghanistan  
 
Uprooting Landmines and Creating Hope with ‘Roots 

of Peace’  
Source: Zeba Magazine, February 15, 2007  
 
Since landmines were first employed in 1862 during 
the U.S. Civil War, these underground perils have 
maimed and killed thousands of people across the 
globe each year. According to the United Nations, Af-
ghanistan—one of the world’s most heavily mined 
countries—has roughly 60 victims every month. These 
days, approximately 70 million landmines exist in more 
than 70 countries.  
 
Roots of Peace is a humanitarian initiative that toils to 
eliminate landmines and minefields by converting 
them into prosperous farmland and communities. Es-
tablished by Heidi Kühn in 1997 following the untimely 
death of Princess Diana (who serves as the group’s 
inspiration for her dedication to international demin-
ing), the nonprofit organization is headquartered in 
San Rafael—the center of California’s rural grape 
growing region—and subsidized by public and private 
funding, including the California wine industry.  
 
Its mission is to turn “mines into vines” by implement-
ing a four-step solution: public awareness, landmine 
removal, rehabilitation for sufferers and land restora-
tion. 
 
Thus far, the “Mines into Vines” project has earned the 
commendation and support of 400+ California vint-
ners, the U.S. State Department, UN, ABC 7/KGO TV 
and a host of other commercial entities. In 2002, 
Roots of Peace began its work in Afghanistan and has 
since eradicated over 100,000 mines in the Shomali 
Plains north of Kabul. Afghan farmers were then able 
to yield and export more than 90,000 metric tons 
(198,450,000 pounds) of grapes and raisins to Dubai, 
India, Pakistan, Ukraine and Russia. 
 
A year later, Roots of Peace commenced a replanting 
campaign to revive Afghanistan’s once famous table 
grape industry.  
 
Contributions for these extensive undertakings are al-
ways needed, as it’s costly and dangerous to remove 
even a single landmine: up to $1000 versus the $3-
$30 it takes to make and position one. What’s more, 
most mines are composed of a non-metallic substance 
that metal detectors can’t trace, so specially trained 
dogs are generally used to locate them instead. And in 
rocky areas, risky hand removal is the only option. 
Now Global Identification Systems (GIS), a new tech-
nology that spots and maps minefields from outer 
space, may transform demining efforts. As a result, 
Roots of Peace has teamed up with AutoDesk, a soft-
ware company devoted to progressing GIS develop-
ment.  
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MRE Games Played with local children during 
the MRE Sessions. 
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MACC Demining Statistics  
 

                                          Mines                          UXO                        Area Worked            Road Cleared             
                                      Destroyed                  Destroyed                        sq.m                              km.                 
05 February  
12 February 07 
 MECHEM                       7                             4                             114,072                            72       
                                   ___________________________________________________________                       
Total (Since  
January 2007)                 40                           10                            310,605                         267       

Capacity Deployed  
 
Route Clearance 
One Mechanical Route Survey Team 
Manual Route Clearance Team: 4 manual deminers. 
 
Kenyan Integrated Demining Capacity 
Mine Detection Dogs:                       12 mine detection dogs (MDD), 6 MDD Handlers 
Manual Demining Capacity:              10 Manual Deminers.  
Mechanical Capacity:                       3 Bozena Flails , 4 Tapirs, and 2 Rhino 20 (mechanical support for Bozenas) 
Training Capacity:                            1 MDD Instructor, 6 Mine Detection Dogs, 1 Mechanical Operators’ Instructor, 1 Bozena                                     

Weekly Roundup  

UNMEE MACC Personnel 
 

         Position                                 Name                             Tel. 150444              E-mail address                      
Programme Manager                        David Bax                          Ext. 2169              bax@un.org           
Chief of Admin/Finance                    Miriam Ooi                         Ext. 2105              ooim@un.org 
Chief of Operations                           Bob Kudyba                       Ext. 2161              kudyba@un.org 
Operations/Planning Officer              Chris Whakatope               Ext. 2119              whakatope@un.org 
Liaison Officer                                   Daniela Silva                      Ext. 2138             silva18@un.org 
MRE Coordinator                              Lt.Col. Steve Mutundu       Ext. 2114              unmee-unmo-macc– cmao@un.org 
Newsletter Queries                           Elilta Efrem                        Ext. 2115              efreme@un.org     

Map Requests: UN agencies who would like to obtain mine maps of the mission area, and maps with specific 
information relating to areas with mine/UXO can also be obtained from the MACC Information Section, upon 
prior written request on agency letterhead. For further information contact Yonatan Solomon on Ext 2137. 

-cluding mines) above a minimum size from the 
center line of the host vehicle path to the outside 
edge. A given object will be nudged dozens of 
times in small increments as it is worked to the sur-
face and off to the edge of the path. This action 
clears a mine free path in front of the vehicle with-
out creating a large berm or soil heap. Testing has 
shown that the comb has a remarkable ability to cut 
through hard packed soils, clay, rocky and vege-
tated soils.  
 
In development/available. The prototype implement 
was developed and tested in 2002 and is available 
for in country evaluation. In addition, current devel-
opment evaluating the implement with other plat-
forms is scheduled to begin in summer 2004 with 
anticipated completion in 2005.  
 

Capabilities 
 

The combing action of the RMCT is very deliberate 
and mines are gently lifted and moved from the ve-
hicle path. Preliminary testing has shown mines can 
be reliably excavated (99.5%) to 30 centimeters 
depth in most soils with heavy sod, and up to 40 
centimeters in lighter soils. Combing advance rates 
of 200-300 meters per hour are typical within the 
given power limitations of 160 horsepower farm 
machines. One key advantage of the Rotary Mine 
Combing Tool over other mechanical excavating 
approaches is the relatively short space required for 
the tines to dig themselves in and the short space 
required for excavated mines to become visible in 
the process. Thus the “space overhead” for maneu-
vering and ensuring that a given suspect area is ade-
quately covered is lower than with many other me-
chanical processes.  
                          Limitations 
 
Because the mines must be continuously nudged 
from the rear by successive passes of the tines, only 
large objects like antitank mines can be reliably 
moved with the RMC. AP mines however may be 
excavated and the soil prepared for mechanical sift-
ing with the Rotary Mine Combing Tool. The for-
ward speed of the tractor must be carefully matched 
with the rotational speed of the rotors in order to 
avoid “dropping” a given mine in between succes-
sive passes of the digging tines. 
 
Source: http://www.humanitariandemining.org/detection/
mrars.asp?version=view 

 

Rotary Mine Combing Tool  
 

The Rotary Mine Combing Tool is an antitank 
mechanical mine clearing tool designed to be 
mounted on a commercial agricultural tractor. 
The Rotary Mine Combing Tool (RMCT) is an 
innovative tool capable of gently extricating bur-
ied objects from the soil and pushing them to the 
side of the path of the host vehicle. The RMCT’s 
two rotors, each containing four soil-engaging 
tines, intermesh and counter-rotate about the 
vertical axes as the vehicle travels forward. The 
tines lift and continuously nudge objects ( in-
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MINE RISK EDUCATION (MRE) BRIEFINGS 
 

The MACC conducts MRE Briefings for all newly arrived UNMEE Personnel, including civilians and UN Military Observers 
(UNMOs). All interested in the MRE Briefings can contact Lt.Col. Steve Mutundu on Ext 2114 at the MACC to arrange MRE 
Briefings. The MACC also conducts two MRE Briefings per month for all other newly arrived UN agencies and NGO person-
nel in the Mission area. The Briefing is held every second and fourth Friday of the month at 15:00hrs at the MACC 
Conference Room. Contact UNICEF if you wish to attend the Briefings. 

February 05— February 12, 2007 
 

Operations   
 

 The MACC Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD) Team deployed to Tserona area in Sector 
Center and destroyed 5 unexploded ordnance 
items and 4 AT mines. 
 

 The Integrated Demining Capacity deployed to 
Egri Mekel minefield in Tserona and Route 
Clearance Team (RCT) also deployed to Shiraro 
in Sector West. The teams cleared 71.8 kms of 
road and an area of 126,807 square meters  dur-
ing this deployment. 
 

The Medical Training Assistant conducted a re-
fresher course on basic life support to the Para-
Medic national staff and MECHEM Medics.  
 

The Regional Liaison Officer (RLO) reported 
that a civilian bus carrying more than 40 passen-
gers  hit an anti-tank mine near Geza Irab in Sec-
tor West.  
 

 The MACC Quality Assurance (QA) personnel 
inspected to the MECHEM IDC operating in the 
Egri Mekel minefield. 
 
  The MRE Coordinator of the Force Mine Ac-
tion Center (FMAC) in Asmara, conducted MRE 
briefings to 785 UNMEE staff member and other 
organizations. 


