
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
   
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
  Food assistance 

programmes in direct 

response to the deteriorating 

food security situation have 

begun but face funding 

shortfalls.  

 

 Government has availed $2 

million for animal feed and 

veterinary medicines, which 

will alleviate the impact of 

drought on livestock. 

 
 Typhoid, dysentery and 

diarrhea vex the country. 

 
 Rwandan refugees reluctant 

to return home despite 

cessation clause. 

 

FIGURES  

 

28,000 Dysentery 

cases and 19 deaths 

reported since January. 

4,912 typhoid cases 

reported to date.  

60 families get housing 

as part of efforts to find 
durable solutions for 
displaced people. 

 

FUNDING 

238 million  
requested (US$) 

 

54% funded 
 

 

Zimbabwe battles food insecurity & waterborne 
diseases  
Humanitarian partners in Zimbabwe are responding to food insecurity and waterborne 
diseases. More than 1.6 million

1
 people will likely need food assistance during the peak of 

the hunger period from January to March 2013. In addition, waterborne diseases continue 
to be reported, a situation partners fear could worsen with the onset of the rains if causal 
factors such as inadequate access to potable water are not urgently addressed.  

Partners respond to food insecurity  
WFP & GoZ in Joint Food Assistance Programme  

The Government of Zimbabwe (GoZ) and 
the World Food Programme have 
partnered in a food assistance 
programme where WFP will provide 
logistics support to transport 35,000MT 
of grain allocated from Government‘s 
Strategic Grain Reserve to vulnerable 
people in deficit districts. Government 
and WFP have agreed on 10 priority 
districts projected to have the highest 
proportion of food insecure households 
that urgently need assistance according 
to the Zimbabwe Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee (ZimVAC).  
Plans are underway to refine and roll out 
the programme to other districts after 
distributions have commenced in the 10 
priority districts.  

STA starts Selected Districts 

The Seasonal Targeted Assistance (STA) programme in response to the deteriorating 
food security situation started in selected districts in September. Coverage will gradually 
increase to more districts from October onwards. The programme runs until March 2013 
and will be implemented on a 60 per cent larger scale than in 2011, reaching close to 1.6 
million people in 36 affected districts at its peak. Beneficiaries either receive assistance in 
kind or a combination of both cash and in-kind. In some areas, WFP will provide "Cash 
for Cereals", where beneficiaries receive cash to purchase cereals from local markets. 

                                                
 
1
 Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment (ZimVAC) report July 2012.  
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10. Mbire (29%) 

6. Mt. Darwin (36%) 

3. Kariba (49%) 

8. Sanyati (32%) 

9. Tsholotsho (32%) 

4. Zaka (39%) 

2. Mangwe (57%) 

1. Gwanda (57%) 

7. Mwenezi (34%) 

5. Chiredzi (36%) 

Figure in brackets refers to the 
proportion of food insecure 
households in the district. 
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This affords beneficiaries more flexibility 
and choice, while strengthening local 
markets. However, although WFP has 
sufficient resources to start the 
programme, more will be required to 
sustain it to completion. [Source: Food Assistance 

Working Group] 

 

$69.5m Urgently Required for Food 

WFP requires 
a total of 
$69.5 million 

to bridge shortfalls for the period October 
2012 to March 2013. Of this amount, 
about $55.3 million is for food commodity 
purchases, $9.2 million for the cash-and-
voucher activities and $5 million to repay 
the outstanding advance finance. Pipeline breaks for cereals are expected as early as 
October and breaks for oil and pulses from December 2012 due to resource constraints. 
WFP is mobilising resources to address gaps with minimum lead-times. The 35,000MT 
from Government will reduce the cereal gap significantly. However, an additional $6 
million is required for logistics operations. [Source: Food Assistance Working Group] 

$2m to Alleviate Livestock Situation  

The Government has allocated $2 million 
for the purchase of feed and veterinary 
medicines for the drought mitigation 
programme. Districts to benefit include in 
Beitbridge, Bulilima, Gwanda and Matobo 
in Matabeleland South province and 
Tsholotsho in Matabeleland North. 
Through the project, hay and molasses 
sufficient for 2,040 animals and survival 
rations for 38,300 animals over 30 days 
will be purchased. Feed will be sold on a 
cost recovery basis and the proceeds will 
be used to procure more feed for the 
programme. Procurement and distribution 
of feed and veterinary supplies started at 
the end of September. [Source: Agriculture 

Cluster] 

Update on Refugees and Asylum Seekers 
Rwandans Reluctant to Return Home Despite Cessation Clause  

Following the declaration and announcement of partial Cessation Clauses on Rwandan 
Refugees by the Executive Committee of the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees' Programme on 31 December 2011, the GoZ and UNHCR 
undertook a comprehensive information dissemination campaign at Tongogara Refugee 
Camp on 11 September 2012. The programme targeted all Rwandan refugees in 
Zimbabwe, but with clear explanation that the Clauses only applied to those who fled 
Rwanda on or before 31 December 1998. The information dissemination came only two 
months after UNHCR completed extensive training of relevant GoZ members of the 
Refugees Eligibility Committee. Most affected Rwandans expressed reluctance to return 
to Rwanda and instead prefer local integration in Zimbabwe. The Cessation Clauses will 
come into effect on 30 June 2013. All Rwandan Refugees affected by these Clauses shall 
forfeit their refugee status by that date unless they are officially exempted from 
application of the Cessation Clauses by the relevant committee already set up by the 

 
Source: WFP 

 

Tsholotsho 

Matobo 

Gwanda 

Beitbridge 
Bulilima 

Zimbabwe houses 769 

Rwandan refugees, most 

of whom are reluctant to 

return to Rwanda 

despite the declaration 

of a Cessation Clause 
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Minister of Labour and Social Services. Currently, there are 769 Rwandans out of the 
5,821 refugees and asylum seekers being hosted in Zimbabwe. [Source: Protection Cluster] 

Brief on ZRC Review of Asylum Applicants 

During the week starting on 24 September, the GoZ's refugee status determination 
committee, referred to as the Zimbabwe Refugee Committee (ZRC), met at Tongogara 
Refugee Camp and deliberated over 66 asylum applications. Most of the applicants 
originated from the Democratic Republic of Congo with very few others from Rwanda, 
Burundi, Ethiopia and Somalia. UNHCR assists and participates as an observer 
whenever the committee meets. During the September session, ZRC members got the 
impression that majority of applicants were irregularly moving from other refugee camps 
in either Tanzania, Malawi or Zambia in search of better welfare and assistance. 
Consequently, most of the applications could not be approved. The quality of asylum 
claims presented before the ZRC in 2012 has been very doubtful and mostly deemed as 
fabricated. [Source: Protection Cluster] 

Waterborne Diseases Blight Zimbabwe 
Typhoid, dysentery and diarrhoea vex the country   

Zimbabwe continues to battle water-borne diseases, namely typhoid and dysentery, 
which have been mainly attributed to erratic water supplies, poor hygiene practices and 
inadequate sanitation. Partners have warned that cases could increase with the onset of 
the rainy season if these issues are not addressed. Concerns about waterborne diseases 
remain prominent, particularly in Harare where the typhoid has been concentrated as the 
city fails to meet water requirements. According to the Harare City Council, the capital 
needs at least 1,400 mega litres of potable water per day in summer, 200 mega litres 
more than the requirement for winter. Currently, the local authority has the capacity to 
provide 620 mega litres a day, less than half the daily requirement. [Sources: Health and WASH 

Clusters] 

More than 4,900 typhoid cases reported  

Typhoid cases continue to be reported in an outbreak that has lasted nearly a year since 
the first case was reported on 10 October 2011. According to the health cluster, by end of 
September 2012, a cumulative 4,912 suspected typhoid cases and two deaths had been 
reported since October 2011. Of these, 80 cases were confirmed. The case fatality rate 
(CFR) was 0.04 per cent. The outbreak is currently concentrated in Chitungwiza, a 
dormitory town to Harare where 367 suspected cases have been treated, with 51 
confirmed by laboratory tests, between July and end of September.  Response activities 
include water trucking, drilling of high yielding boreholes, in-patient management training 
as well as provision of drugs and medical sundries. In addition, door- to-door health 
education, dissemination of information, education and communication (IEC) materials, 
non-food items (NFI) distribution and road shows were conducted in Seke North and 
South as well as Zengeza, all in Chitungwiza. [Sources: Health and WASH Clusters] 

Dysentery kills 19, afflicts over 28,000 as diarrheal outbreaks are reported 

A cumulative 28,150 dysentery cases and 19 deaths with a CFR of 0.07 per cent were 
reported countrywide between January and end of September. In response partners are 
providing general health education, case management and, within the context of water 
borne diseases, water and sanitation improvements. 

Partners also supported the Ministry of Health and Child Welfare (MoH&CW) in 
responding to an acute diarrhoea outbreak that affected 206 pupils and staff at 
Chishawasha Secondary School, Mashonaland East province. Water sample results 
indicated one water point was contaminated with E.coli. Water tanks were cleaned and 
chlorinated.  Pupils and staff received health and hygiene education, supported with 
water treatment solution and hand washing soap. [Sources: Health and WASH Clusters] 

Funding 

The spectre of 

waterborne disease 

outbreaks continues to 

hang over the country 

largely because of 

erratic water supplies, 

poor hygiene practices 

and inadequate 

sanitation.  
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For further information, please contact:  
Paul Thomas, Officer in Charge, thomasp@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 303 
Matilda Moyo, Information Officer, moyo1@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 285 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at ochaonline.un.org/zimbabwe | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

CAP 54 % Funded  

Zimbabwe’s revised CAP of $238 million was 54 per cent funded at $128 million at the 
end of September. It is essential to sustain advocacy efforts for improved funding. [Source: 

Financial Tracking Service & OCHA] 

In Brief 
Food for Assets programme update. The programme aimed at creating, rehabilitating 
or preventing loss of community productive assets continues in 21 rural districts. About 
29,000 people are involved in either creating or rehabilitating assets. The main FFA 
initiatives include water source development for productive purposes, improving crop 
productivity especially in gravity fed irrigation schemes, conservation farming and rain 
water harvesting in dry land fields. [Source: Food Assistance Working Group] 

Brief on Health and Nutrition programme. WFP continues to implement its year-round 
Health and Nutrition programme, supporting close to 210,000 beneficiaries including 
people living with HIV, TB patients, pregnant and breastfeeding mothers and children 
under 5. Beneficiaries receive a combination of in-kind assistance, cash and electronic 
vouchers in some areas. [Source: Food Assistance Working Group] 

Rainfall outlook. The Meteorological Services Department reported the earliest rainfall 
onset dates will be experienced in the Eastern highlands area from about 13 November 
to 25 November 2012. The rest of the country is expected to receive rainfall by 7 
December 2012. The season is expected to end by 29 March 2013 for most of the 
country. The length of the season is expected to vary between 95 to 165 days, with the 
southern parts having the shortest and the central and the eastern parts of the country 
having the longest. [Source: Agriculture Cluster] 

Feature 
60 families Get Housing 

Sixty families from Gwenzi area, 
ward 15 in Chipinge district, 
Manicaland province, will get 
houses as part of a programme to 
support durable solutions. The 
project is being implemented by 
the Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC) in close partnership with 
the local authorities. The families 
will receive two-roomed 
transitional shelters and pit 
latrines following identification of 
land with the facilitation of Chief 
Gwenzi. Many of the benefiting 
families have been living under 
rudimentary temporary shelters 
since 2009. The benefiting 

community contributed to the shelter construction by moulding bricks and digging pits for 
the latrines and NRC trained local builders, while relevant authorities are supporting the 
process to ensure that the construction meets building standards. [Source: Protection Cluster] 

 

 
One of the houses constructed for the 60 families in Chipinge. Photo 
courtesy of NRC. 
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